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w : Rum and Rhinos.
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who whiat o vhino was
IR CHER T

could be

iy years ago anyone
rather distppoisted s beronldume e o
far to carty home, ard oo gnost that
obdned from it was an ovcasioual sword hilt ede
from the horn; these can sl he obtained "ot o
fubulons price.  Nowidave, o rlano anuy fetch
anytiong up to SH00-%400 0 1ts horn Beang Hhas sl
useiul puit. but the blood flesh [odely
aprive. solely  oneaeconnt ol theeapposed
aplirodisiacal properties appreciated by the Chinese.
Isven fifty years ago the far interior, where the rhino
hved. was too unsettled for ppolonged travel by
down-country people, and o, as the up-conntry
prople stayed at home, there was ndither the supply
i, nor the demnand for, bits of vinno. . With ihe
advent of more peaceful thwes the animads have
become avatlable and mooreat derogand - unnl o b
not too much o =y that iGe rhino has
immolated to provide the Clands? with bubies, the
Payak hunters with patent Teather <hoes, ardd ther
eirt friends with <l anchreltos

By all aceonnts the oo ael stall
sportstrian, and runs for davs when he finds oomon
coming sfier hin, however, completely

and wlso

|)"|‘I!

WS, N, 0

(n'?.l

nnpervious o Governpent Orders. dining well an
tire local tubu. and procecding early pest morming
to the nearest stresn for the puarpose of stupedyin:
ali whe local fish for Lioaias

Now it earnno he desned dhat vhe rhino wis onee

romerpus o the Ulo Thepoun, Ve Pacon and Tl
Trisan; withont going tnto statisties sach river even
ten vears auo wis prood for them Mtom ten to twenty
pairs of horns annadly. There wre almost none
now, and, in fuct, after o prolonged visit to the 1Thy
Trusan into a once populons thino eountry, [ anw

only onee o trace ade wbout three vears ngo and
nothing elae nnder five years ago; the loculity ja
renndde dd bigh op, hat evervone of the mand old
“witllows™ passed had the remaans of o Dayuk Lot
within o few hundreed viods, and even up oon the
Lighenst peaks the wandering hunters had feft their
troces, Lecn
wiped ont b the Dacsks and one v only el thae

A onve popions rhime distret has

s moed this that no rhimes Toave sicaaed o
vedrs  and Y attempred 1o
vespopiidate e disteet e thev wondd have assared]y

during e st five

Teio the eflies of vl hmnting T do nod
mtend to oo the anan was an uncontrollalide curse
until he Tued Grastund sl the rhines s the Kavang and
Nenvabs were, asou=nal, ves=onable, shared their

dgohe foc,

Beswsts ont smonge themselves, and made them last,
vl they Goadly teok up o Ltrde over-the-arden-
will poachinme ‘To the docal inhabitants one does
not Legrudee a rhuno or two, sinee 1t s all in the
distrier, it these wandering hands of protessienal
Dayak Tonters live been the worst menace s ey
are reablv peesistent and stay on the beastU's tracks
Prare Ofvecn o bwents dovs antil they catel it up.
Theere are now bards becas<o there
e now o e rhimes ated 10w a0 faie etz to
<ay that the mdigenons Saraval tock of rhing e
mehividuals on Mudua,
Muarad, oo soed Tilbimg momivains s the odd ones
who b ap s dhe P and Trasan now aid then
berng no mcre than sty from over the borders.
Posndes vl

Ve pnope sl

eadermated save o a0 fow

reow delomet = he Ul Trusan is
inhabited by moscaimoes and Marats, irnediately
calbing to ed ek ondd it

r'_';l()d

and vet the Jast are
Caneamalled wedkerss parient as
carrtersy and Wit L iy [ Thev

aro o thenr wa crest Benters and on <hoatin s theee

sport e,

~ere-of Yamonr,

out of a e S e ond etune off the o2 loer four
thev applivaded tias form of winne conservataong, hnt
sporie atall by hiopang to aneeis the remaining four
o the return pourney. To v nund the Murut
deesn’t drink as much as he used to, nat that he is
striving after o better life but because there aren't

s many Muruts, ——4-/
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LHE SARAWAK G

At

. - B 4
After aboul six or seven daye’ walk-we followed.

the Lupin river up onto the highiinds forming the

. : Jrlnas s ,
“harrier between Surawak and Pritvsie Novth 28 0.

Two days” walk brought us out onte 2 mdge ws
as u board, bt marrow and betweon 350000 500§ ooy
feet high with some of e Heekest fungn and
Wiggest thopns' 1 lmve ever cnconnterc ] e ihe
rhano Lived nol fongs oo, bt Dhieve o ey op L,
now.  Atter two davs” very <o vtk e b
went wrong snd we fonnd aarsels
Lirrti=hy North Loro for e and conde t o i, b
f‘f)r bt
anotber dav arieved aoonman e L e b
Muga, o laree and ahsolitely tat i corces v
we walked for o days. Igon the Dtk ag ine o
thig area ey el
prrist wordd dentbitless oive 1o Bireisdi Svorth, Porineo
whence the Vacn river ronse Tloaever
still o B plece o Sarowak and 1l Lo e
:myt»hin:_f [rom five to =ix nodes wcide, and Taao davs
wulk along. o abont six o Boon npdes s e
verctution i thick corah with s e of melids, oy
places pore <tands of ceound o bnds, and e ol
sandy and water-logoed,
B habitition that ot a0 pertect Thing band
Their old - wallows™ and rune e nmerons, il
5o, unfortunately. s the Dayak “sulaps™ and, as
I estimute the plan at over 4,000 feet hicl | i
surronnding Tip o the bosin st be over 5 ont e

dowy gy
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supper. Sextomornte e Gt b

Apetrs s as IENTRrET

[ NETRR P

The whale woen Do Lo

They weore any dovontall tor, on deing 1o take

the day off 1o nveticate . T e Takd Hiore wos g
enouch food left aud = T hecced an odd howr e re
to sk the bicliest inll for a view.
unpopular and evervane kept poshing e up e
which weren ™t af the sonmnt st all s fally 1ot

i wa- imest

over, a convde of Murnis, el flat among tho s

miyself, and climbed up the only tren ] have pever
fallen out of wnaided. Thin was vl sati=fuctars |
as, alter I had half o second’s clanee, mist and rain
-gathered and I never saw  Labown at all O

returning 1 found the coolies had re-erected .

nightly hat, and were fishing fool-lone cat’ st out
of the Maga river. A short arcument foliow el

about food supplics; I wenl oft o investiente tarther

whilst the Penghulu went shooting and gt loe
Fhen trouble reaily cane.  The next day

fine. the going good, and evervone looking ferwavd

to arriving home, although nobody knew the w.
"We had only oni meal ai about 10 aan. owine 1y
rice shortage for we had been out coven or eiohi
nights without being able o replenish the food

supply on acconnt of the lnck of nonses, and for the ;

wilh

~first time in Surawak 1 spent the night
‘ne water on top of a steep ridge. The next two

days were also une-meal days. Coughs und colds
became plentifnl, the going was undnlatory and i
generally rained in the afternoon if not hefore. On
the last day we had no food at all and set ont ecarly
in the morning on some coffee.

path but tiffin was a farce and some of the coolies |

were in a bad wgy, It then began to rain but we
arrived at 'a Murwhonse at dusk that night instead
of, as we expected, next morning.

With the existence of flat irmigated rice pluns in

the Ulu Trasan and Uln Baram the discovery of
Mo

It is uninhabited and | putently untene. ‘
would make a splendid health resort. but 2t ix o [Tthey are nol guite themselves,

fun coming or going at present. except perhaps by | ; ’ ) e
[ There is un air of tirednes® about them; they

| complain of fever and other illness and there iz a

anether “‘bah"-—roughly speuking i the

Tengoa—is not surprising.

air.

—.F.B.

'
Vels !

We then struck a | my garden.

fun-tan hops.
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Chinese Servants.

LIVEOIN SARAWAK.

The following is taken from the Birming
ham Post of June 22nd 1937 - —

[noanswer 4o oy call, AL Toon, tha Ty
appears aboally sppaten b from powhiere, and v <
! P st

wathoa hocelol spnte v dearn iy wishies,
ey o bondy

e e bo SArgaoad o fociaboag ;
e et 1o bsri Lo J?!l‘x{‘. [RE HiltlvH"-n,;_‘r‘(l TTRIRATRL!
s how il fareaiy

Ah
Vi Her elnel dutie s are washing and sewing. but
she e abeo vhe puevever of doenl seandal. Qhe s o
proct hitele thing v solt blaek cves i she oives
the mpresston tat batter would ot melt in her
mouth Bot<he rades the other orvants with a cod
of ool her fengne is o he fearcd. T have seen
Ly voduee o siefuor Sikh policeran o s nervous
wrecks when the unfortmte man came o lodpe a

o owle oy arofe ard Boer v s Ch

compliuint ahont oy dos,

Then there is Kwang Li, the dad swho docs the
rouch work  Pivery moring at halfopast six e
pobisines e Qoo s by rubbine: them vl a0 coconm
drell v lnel he Tolds with Tas oot Farther gleep
alter thas s tnpe bl Tor he foves vnse. T oearnee
Bore fast week b hear hideoi: hreks and “.‘.'Lzﬂ>
z'u'llin.'_' bom the radi, st K\\'UI);_" I F[;ll]i“ﬁg

Befare ot with wovp espression on big faee. He
add thot the miste was excetlont.

Chones ooy cook s a worker of minaeles, Tle
waits apon me o after breakfast 1o learn  the
diy’somenn. Having wold b that ogly myself and

iy hosband will bein for lineh, 1 ordéken little fish
and o sweet. Mive minntes befose’ lunch 1y
usband wives with four inen who have appeared

hat e tnespectedly. Chione . Fac iz not
perturhed whon b sonimon hime but pradaces o

Four-conrse Tnneli, eagqrositely cooked. e has only
one funle s T ennnot make it appreciate that there
are some dishes which [0 s ot neeesaary 1o flavour
with garhic,

Chai Lok, the gardener, 15 a voures ymian who is

Dolwae s about o peodoce the waorld's loveliest rgse—

bt pever does. In the evening there will be the
bod, hur by the Jollowing morning 1t has  dis-
appeartd Nccarding o Chal Lok, either the devils

lave destroved it during the night or some bad man
hag stolen . 1 have a shrewd idea that the rose
araces the liur of some sweet yonng thing who is the
[uvourite of the moment.  However, when T was ill
Chai Tk filled my room with roggs, orcliids, hibiseus
and other oxquizite flowers that never blaomed in
My weighbours did complain about
that time of the disappearance of their choicest
flowers, b | oremained silent.

Sometimes ut the end of the day 1 see my
complete stall leave their quarters, honnd for the
Next morning there will probably
be a request for advances of wages to send to sick
reladives.  Seme of the reasons given are even meore
At New Year, whicly, iz in March,
They have several
svenings off, for the festivinies last twelve dayvs.

decidedly bloodshot look abont their eyes. But it

oulv happens once o year and T sav nothing.
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Fifty years ago anyone, who shot a rhino was rather disappointed: he couldn’t eat it all. it was
too far to carry home, and the most that could be obtained from it was an occasional sword hilt
made from the horn; these can still be obtained at a fabulous price. Nowadays, a rhino may
fetch anything up to $300-$400. its horn being the most useful part, but the blood and the tlesh
also fetch a price, solely on account of the supposed aphrodisiacal properties appreciated by the
Chinese. Even fifty years ago, the far interior. where the rhino lived, was too unsettled for
prolonged travel by down-country people, and so, as the up-country people stayed at home, there
was neither the supply of, nor the demand for, bits of rhino. With the advent of more peaceful
times, the animals have become available and in great demand, until it is not too much to say
that the rhino has been immolated to provide the Chinese with babies. the Dayak hunters with
patent leather shoes and their girl friends with silk umbrellas.

By all accounts, the rhino was. and still is, a sportsman, and runs for days when he finds a man
coming after him. being, however. completely impervious to Government orders, dining well on
the local tuba, and proceeding early next morning to the nearest stream for the purpose of
stupefying all the local fish for breakfast.

Now it cannot be denied that the rhino was once numerous in the Ulu Rejang, Ulu Baram and
Ulu Trusan: without going into statistics each river even ten years ago was good for them from
ten to twenty pairs of horns annually. There are aimost none now, and in fact, after a prolonged
visit to the Ulu Trusan into a once populaous rhino country, [ saw only once a trace made about
three vears ago and nothing else under five years ago; the locality is remote and high up, but
evervone of the many old “wallows™ passed had the remains of a Dayak hut within a few hundred
yards, and even up on the highest peaks the wandering hunters had left their traces. A once
populous rhino district has been wiped out by the Dayaks and one can only feel that it is agood
thing that no rhinos have strayed in during the last five years and attempted to repopulate the
district as they would have assuredly gone too. Into the ethics of rhino hunting I do not intend to
go; the Punan was an uncontrollable curse until he had finished all the rhinos; the Kayans and
Kenyahs were, as usual, reasonable, shared their beasts out among themselves, and made them
last, until they finally took up a little over-the-garden-wall poaching. To the local inhabitants
one does not begridge a rhino or two, since it is all in the district, but these wandering bands of
professional Dayak hunters have been the worst menace; they are really persistent and stay on
the beast’s tracks tfrom fifteen to twenty days until they catch it up. There are now no more such
bands because there are now no rhinos and it is a fair criticism to say that the indiginous
Sarawak stock of rhino is exterminated save for a few individuals on Mulu, Murud, Laiun and
Tibang mountains; the odd ones who turn up in the baram and Trusan now and then being no
more than strays from over the border.

[on Muruts]
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After about sx or seven days walk we followed the Lupin River up unto the highlands forming
the barrier between Sarawak and British North Borneo. Two days walk brought us out onto a
ridge as flat as a board, but narrow and between 3000 and 4000 feet high with some of the
thickets jungle and biggest thorns [ have ever encountered. Here the rhino lived not long ago,
but there 1s no sign of him now. After two days very slow walking something went wrong and
we found ourselves away down in British North Borneo for team and couldn’t get back for
supper. Next morning we got lost but in another day arrived again on the watershed at Paya
Maga, a large and absolutely flat plain across which we walked for two days. From the hills at
the sides this area appears as a marshy ‘bah” which a purist would doubtless give to British
North Borneo whence the Maga River runs. However, there is still a large piece of Sarawak and
the basin is anything from five to six miles wide, and two days’ walk along, or about six to
fifteen miles; the vegetation is thick scrub with masses of orchids, in places pure stands of
ground orchids, and the soil sandy and water-logged. The whole is so far from human habitation
that it is a perfect rhino haunt. Their old “wallow™ and runs are numerous. and so, unfortunately.
ate the Dayak ‘sulaps’ and as | estimate, the plain at over 4000 feet high. the surrounding tips
must be over 5000 feet.



