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Table 1 The latest large mammal dates in China
FUEN Mo HuAEA(a B. P) OB
)G B T 78154385 Iy
Crocuta ultima YL AL 11 200+1 000 25 45 g ald]
RITEIN S /N 4100 ‘
7z g 2

Stegodon orientalis, ARG 7 815+385
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PR MR 2 M 7380%100 B[ 25
Mammuthus primigenius
[ER1 TP 4235 W
Megatapirus augustus WA 7 815+385 il gz i Al
PR T HRBKIE 3630190 B 22 Yyfpatli6]
Coelodonta antiquitatis FIMRSE R 2 Hs 7380100 B [ 403
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T HREBKIE 3630190 B 22 Yyfpaglio]

Bos primigenius
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(2) BRAR (Cricetulus varians) SRR (Cricetulus triton) . 257
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Fig. 1 Intraspecific size variation of extant Hystrix cristata, the later is 33% larger than the former
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Fig.2  Size trends in the Late Pleistocene and Postglacial among lineages of Carnivora in Palestine®”
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THE PLEISTOCENE-HOLOCENE EXTINCTIONS OF
MAMMALS IN CHINA

TONG Haowen  LIU Jinyi

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 100044 Beijing)

ABSTRACT

The newly discovered Tianyuan Cave is a locality which bears human fossils, the
geologic age of which is 25.3 4 1.5ka B. P. based on the dating using the U-series method
on deer tooth. In chronology, Tianyuan Cave is a Late Pleistocene locality. But the feature
of the fauna is almost composed of extant forms of species. Except one broken tooth of
Crocuta , there is almost no extinct species were identified up to now.

On the contrary, in some Holocene localities, extinct species were discovered. The
recent discoveries in the past decades revealed that in China, many Late Pleistocene large
mammals survived into Holocene as in other parts of Eurasia, such as Crocuta ultima,
Stegodon orientalis, Mammuthus primigenius, Megatapirus augustus, Coelodonta
antiquitatis and Bos primigenius. In the past, all these species mentioned above were
thought to be extinct during the end-Pleistocene event.

Based on the foregoing evidences, it can be concluded that the percentage of extinct

forms in a fauna cannot always be a reliable index to estimate the geologic age of the fauna.

Keywords = Mammal, Pleistocene-Holocene extinction, percentage of extinct form,
China
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