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the wonderful changes in Japan, one is surprised that the change bag not spread over
the subsidiary group, to which Japan will shortly, if it does not now, claim entire
suzerainty. 1 had very little appormnity while there of examining ar seeing much
of the country; I travelled alittle way, but not far. The admirable roads struck us
all as marks of civilization. One would hardly have expected such a massive build-
ing as that in which the Prince of Luchu was concealed, like the Shogun of Japan,
always iavisible; it was a building of such massive structure that it would have
required very heavy artillery to take it. However, that was not necessary, as they
showed us the greatest possible civility, and were more than kind; but I must
confess that that kindness was pot extended by the ladies, who, although they
may have seen us, did not take the opportunity of allowing us to see their charms.
1 thought, as one who had visited Luchu, it would be unfair if I did not thank
Mr. Chamberlain for his paper.
The PrESIDENT : I am much obliged to Admiral Sir John Hay fur having told
us he has been to Luchu, for very few naval officers have the opportunity of
visiting these islauds. 1 am sure we have all listened to Mr. Chamberlain’s paper
with great interest; it is comprehensive, and when you have the apportunity of
reading it you will find it exhaustive—such 2 paper as one would expect from the
grandson of our old associate, who firat gave usin our boyhood an account of these
islands. Mr. Chamberlain’s grandfather, Captain Basil Hall, the first modern
writer on the Luchu Islands, was one of the earliest members of the Raleigh
Club, which was the foreruuper of this Society, and one of its woat active
memhers, He was also a member of the first Council of aur Saciety, and I think
that the occasion of this paper by his grandson being read before the Society should
be taken as an apportunity for commemorating the greab debt which geagraphical
literature owes to Captain Basil Hall. That gallant officer and scientific seaman
obtained for his books a place in the classics of British literature, through his
admirahle accounts of many distant lands, and throagh the thoroughuess, elegance,
and finish of his style. When I wes a midshipmar, aud it was my all pight in, I
used to take Captain Hall’s ‘Fragments’ into my hammock with me and read
them by the light of the sentry’s lantern. I think you will all feal it is an
interesting colncidence that we should find his grandson following in his footsteps,
in writing 2o graphic and lacid an account of the very islands the account of
awhich served to build up the literary fame of his grandfather, Captain Basil Hall.
We all, of course, regret that Mr. Chamberlain should not have been with us this
evening, and I am sure that you will all join with me in a cordial vote of thanks
for his valuahle paper, and also a vote of thanks to Major Darwin for his kindness
in taking so much trouble in preparing it and reading it to us.

UPON A VISIT TO TSAVO AND THE TAITA HIGHLANDS.
By C. W. HOBLEY.

Whar follows is 2 short account of a jonrney ta Tsavo and the moun-
tain district of Taita, in the latter part of the year 1822, The start
wad wade from Mombasa on September 21, with a small caravan of
about 25 men all told. The ordinary route to the interior was taken
by way of Mazera, Mwachi, and Taro. As there was at this season
no water between Taro and Ndara, a distance of about 50 iiles, a halt
of one day was made at Taro in order to send on water ahead into the
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middle of the plain for the use of the caravan. A number of large tins
containing water were sent on fo near Maziwa Mitata, and by the help
of this water Maungu was passed, and the camp Mkuyuni an the east
side of Ndara mountain way safely reached. This stretoh hetween Taro
and Ndara, commonly konown ag the Taro plain, is a vast area covered
with fairly open thorn scrub, composed of varieties of the acacia and
large numbers of very light sponge-wood trees. These sponge-wood trees
have only one use: if an incision is made in the bark, a whitish treacly
substance immediately exudes; this selidifiea in the sun, and forms a
bright amber-coloured bleb of gum arabje. Now, thissupply isat present
entirely untouched, though it doubiless will not he long before it is
added ta the list of praducts of the conntry.

From Ndara a track running round the north end of the mountain to
Ndi was followed, end from Ndi the Tsavo river was reached in one day.
Around the north end of Ndara there are vast thickets of the Nkongwe
aloe, each leaf being a long fleshy spike almost circular in seetion and
often 4 feet in length; the fibre prepared from the leaf of this plant,
beaten ont and dried, makes beautiful silky rope largely used by the
natives, and one day this produnet of the desert will also be utilized. It
is very happily aituated, for there are large nnmbers of the Taita people
resident near by who would readily gather and dry this substance if
they could find a market for the fibre.

Fram Tsava a three days’ journay was made ta the upper course
of the river in the direction of Kilimanjaro; around Tsavo station ¢n ail
gides is dense, thorny jungle, so that it may be imagined it was not ac
easy matter ta follow the oourse of the river. At ane time there wasa
very well-marked Masai track, but naturally, sinca the building of the
station, this track has fallen into disuse and become almoaat obliterated.
At intervals of a few miles, prominent rocky ridges of pink gneiss
traversed the country in a north and south direction, the river having
cut for itself a channel through which to pass, with steep walls of rock
on either side; each of these ridges meant 2 step in general contour of
the country—a series of rapids of small falls being present in the river
at these points. The river is useally only 70 or 80 feet wide, and
abounds in fish of thres kinds—a flat mud-fish of the Silureid family,
similar to those fourd in the Tana; silvery scaled fish something like
perch ; and accasianally eels are seen. Crocodiles inhabit the river, but
not in large numhers. Water-buck ahound along the banks, and numerous
rhinoceros tracks lead down from the bush to the river. The banks of
the river are fringed with dense groves of the hyphane brapching
palm, the baobab (Adansonia), the mkindu or Phomiz palm, the miware
or Raphic palm, auvd the large umbrella-shaped acacis is also found
along the hanks of the river. The baobabs are nearly all stripped of
their bark by the Wakamba, who carry it away to make their beautiful
woven baskets for carrying grain, known as chondos. The whole of
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mountain, but in the famine year they were foolishly cut down that
the owners might eat the saft, tender, undeveloped shoots at the crown
of the tree. The camp is very completely shaded by a fine grove of
trees with beautifully silver bark ; they are known as Meassi. They have
a very rough leaf, which can npon occasion be used as sandpaper.

The Kigigau people in many ways appear to be more enterprising
than the other Wataiia. They have, for instance, introduced from the
coast, limes, coconutsa, papaws, pine-apples, and one or two otber
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products, which as yet are quite unique among these trihes. All the
importations seem to flourish.

The people on the south side of the mountain seem to live in con-
siderable fear of the Masai raiders, who accasionally passon their way from
Arusha, Useri, ete., and camp here for the sazke of the water; on this
account the inhabitants of the mountain are afraid to open up for culti-
vation the plains around the base. As long as they confine their
aperations to the steep slopes they are safe, for the Masai will not venture
upon the intricacies of the mountain-paths. There is a considerable
amount of game in the plains south of Kisigau, and the rare antelopes,
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The whole of thia district is the hunting ground of the Walangulo
tribe, who live in the vicinity of Taro. These people are, like the
Waboni, hereditary slaves of the Wagalla, and they are supposed tc
hand over to the Gallas balf the ivory they kill ; they formerly lived
in the jungle around Taro, but have now moved to near Samburu,
where they are intermixing a good deal with the Wanyika, and thus
evading the authorities of the Gallas. The Walangulo are marvellously
keen hunters and clever trackers. The Wanyika told me that the
Walangulo prepars a drug from certain plants which enables them to
track game by means of scent. This drug being swallowed by the
hunter, renders his smell so acate that it enablez him to follow up the
game in the same way as the hound; in fact, I was even shown twa
plants said to he ingredients of this mixture. OF course, this idea may
be accepted for what it is worth. It may have arisen from people
having seen those hunters following up tracks which were to the
ordinary native guite invisible. In appearance they are very similar
to Wanyika, but they carry very long powerful bows. Parties of these
Imnters are often hired out by the chiefs of Chagga to hunt elephants;
their method of dealing with thick-skinned animals, lilre the elephant
and rhino, is to shoot them with a poisoned arrow in the comparative
thin gkin at the back of tha foot just abave the heel

In the bush to the south of Kilibasi a considerable number of the
leasar koodoo (Strepsiceros imberbiz) are to be found, but beiween Kilibasi
and Kisigau very little game is to be seen, a few giraffes, mpala, and
hartabeest. Some little diatance to the north of this road a coriocus
sight was seen—namaly, that of a pack of wild hunting dogs engaged
in pursuing a solitary zebra; the zebra was flecked with foam, and
evidantly, being very hard preased, could not possibly hold out much
langer from its bleocdthirsty pursuers.

Leaving Birikani, we marched on another 4 miles, and camped in
a small valley with abundant water-holes. However, before reaching
camp we passed through a very desolate-looking stretch, too stony tc
grow much vegetation. On the 16th a short march of about 5 miles
bronght us to Ada, and we camped here with the idea of purchasing
food, but ta our surprise found the Wadigo villages one and all deserted,
at some comparative distant period. I afterwards found that all the
inhabitants had maved coastwards soon after the year of the big farine.
This discovery was rather sericus, as the caravan was short of food, but
later in the day I was fortunate encugh ta ohtain some game to supply
the deficiency. The country to the north of Ada is of a very desclate,
stony charaoter, and also seems to suffer from a chronic state of drought ;
even the treea are all dead and shrivelled from want of moisture, and
grass there is abzolutely none. However, from later observations I find
this barren belt is not of very great extent. On the 18th, after abont
8 miles’ march, we entered the Dige couutry proper, and thenceforward



