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formed, then emptied its contents upon us; the rain pouring
down like a sluice for five minutes, and obliging us to seek
shelter in the waggons. Ceasing as abruptly as it com-
menced, we passed on at once to parched and dusty land,
from a tract which had in an instant become covered with
pools of water.

It was nearly dark when we reached the Molopo, a few
miles below its source. This river, which forms the western
boundary of Moselekatse’s territory, exhibits a broad shallow
bed. covered with turf traversed by a deep stream about ten
vards wide, completely overgrown with high reeds. The soil
on both sides is black, spread with luxuriant grass, and
detached clumps of acacia. We crossed, and encamped on
the northern bank, under a solitary tree, around which was a
ready-made fence for the cattle. During the night, the
obtrusive visit of a hippopotamus—of which amphibious
animals there are abundance in the river—caused great con-
sternation : Richard screaming, and the Hottentots expen-
ding their ball-cartridge as usual.

The two following days were spent in hunting the eland
and gemsbok.* The latter which is doubtless the animal
from which the delineations of the fabulous unicorn have
descended, is one of the most magnificent antelopes in the
universe. Although common in Namaqua-land, it is rare in
this part of the country, and we were fortunate in finding
three, one of which I succeeded in riding down: nearly,
however, sacrificing my best horse in the arduous achieve-
ment. The oryx is about the size of an ass, and nearly of
the same ground colour, with a black list stripe down the
back and on each flank; white legs variegated with black
bands; and a white face, marked with the figure of a black
nose-band and head-stall, imparting altogether to the animal
the appearance of being clad in half mourning. Its copious

* Oryx Capensis. Delineated in the Portraits of Game and Wild Animals of

Southern Africa.
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any sensible advantage; and my companion, after succes-
sively inducting himself into every article of wearing apparel
upon which he could put his hand, still declared himself
as cold as ice.

At daybreak the mercury in Fahrenheit's thermometer
stood at forty-four degrees, yet to the bodily feelings, the
air was still much colder than we had felt 1t when down to
eighteen degrees. Ve crossed the deep sedgy stream of
the Mimori, and ascending to a higher level, were presently
met by his Ixcellency the Deputy-Governor, a tall athletic
savage of commanding appearance, blind of the left eve.
His attire was of the nature already described, and saving
that he was unarmed, differed in no respect from that of his
attendants. A general greeting and hand-shaking ensued—
the snuff-box circulated briskly, and we all became capital
friends.

Smoking is not a fashionable vice amongst the Matabili,
but all classes are passionately addicted to snuffing—indeed
the sharing the contents of your box with a stranger, is the
greatest compliment that can be paid to him. The mode of
taking it is not unworthy of notice. One-half of the powder
having been trunsferred to the palm of the hand, by means of
a small ivory spoon, which is usually hung round the ncck,
the recipient leisurely scats himself under a convenient bush
—drawing every grain into his nostrils at once, with an
cagerness which, although followed by a copious flood of
tears, proves the extent of the enjoyment atforded. Worse
than barbarian would that man be esteemed, who would
wantonly interrupt a social party so employed.

After travelling about five miles, over undulating downs,
covered with luxuriant grass, we descended into a lovely and
fertile valley, in form resembling a basin, of ten or twelve
miles in circumference, bounded on the north and north-
east by the Kurrichane range of mountains, and containing
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handling, and the presentation of two bunches of beads to
himself, and a brass-wire collar to his little son, whilst it
firmly cemented our friendship, terminated our acquaintance
for ever, under a parting assurance, that he had made a
favourable report of us to his royal master, who was, he
said, ¢ Monanti, Monanti, Monanti,” or in plain English, the
most gracious of sovereigns.

As the waggons proceeded, we turned off the road in
search of a rhinoceros, and speedily became so entangled in
a labyrinth of thorn fences, newly constructed to entrap
game, that we had great difficulty in extricating ourselves.
Stiff thorn branches, too high to be surmounted, were firmly
fixed in the ground, and so entwined amidst a dense grove
of mimosas, that after fruitless endeavours to force a passage
in various places, we found that we had ridden completely
round the enclosure, to the point at which we had first
entered.

In the course of two hours the waggons had reached the
termination of the plain, and were beginning to ascend the
ridge which bounds the valley of Mosega. We shortly after-
wards entercd a pass, or gap, which conducted us between
two ranges of the Kurrichane hills; the slopes on either side
were covered with stately trees, from which depended clusters
of moss and festoons of various parasitic plauts. The ground
was broken and stony, and in parts abounded with deep
holes. In the act of killing a sassaybe, my horse put his
feet into one of these, and came down with frighttul violence,
cutting my knees and elbows to the bone, breaking his own
nose, and, what was a far greater misfortune, and one that
I had long anticipated, fracturing the stock of my only and
especially favourite rifle. I could have wept, if the doing so
would have availed anything. A strip of the sassaybe’s
hide rectified the damage, for the present at least; and
having packed the flesh in the waggon, we continued wind-
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ing among the hills, constantly assured by thc guides that
the kraal at which they had resolved we should pass the
night, was close at hand, but still not reaching it until we
had travelled full thirty miles from Mosega, by which time it
was fairly dark. At last we perceived fires in the vulley
beneath us, and soon drew up under the fence of a little
village, constructed as usual on a slope.

Scarcely were the oxen unyoked, when the clouds, which
had been collecting for some hours, burst at once upon
our devoted heads. Deafening claps of thunder pealed
above us, preceded by forked and vivid lightning, which
cast upon the surrounding landscape a lurid and almost
incessant glare.  The windows of heaven were literally
opencd, and a pelting pitiless deluge descended, which in
an instant extinguished the fire, and put an end to all culi-
nary operations. We, however, succeeded in obtaining a
little milk from the village, and in a few minutes Morpheus
strewing his poppies over us, we ceased to trouble our heads
about the state of the weather, or our soaking supperless
condition,

A tranquil morning succeeded the most tempestuous of
nights. The inhabitants of the kraal were anxious that we
should shoot a rhinoceros, which they pretended to have seen
in a thick thorn jungle at no great distance; but although
we sacrificed one-half of our raiment in the attempt to
oblige them, the animal was no where to be found. The
road still wound among the mountains; three hours’ travel-
ling brought us to a kraal at no great distance from the
ancient town of Kurrichane, in which Mr. Campbell found
the Baharootzi about ten years ago. This once populous
city was destroved by Moselekatse, and the ichabitants scat-
tered in various directions. Here the guides declared it
was the king’s command that we should tarry until the fol-
lowing day, when he expected to see us. But as the royal
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lodge was still far distant, we obstinately insisted upon con-
tinuing our journey after breakfast, so as to get clear of the
hills in the course of the day ; and were accordingly prepar-
ing to start when a herald, called in the Matabili language,
Imbongo, a proclaimer of the king’s titles, suddenly made his
appearance outside the kraal, to give us a little insight into
his Majesty’s biography. Advancing slowly towards the
waggons, he opened the exhibition by roaring and charging,
in frantic imitation of the king of beasts—then placing his
arm before his mouth, and swinging it rapidly in pantomimic
representation of the elephant, he threw his trunk above his
head and shrilly trumpeted. He next ran on tiptoe imitating
the ostrich ; and lastly, humbling himself into the dust, wept
like an infant. At each interval of the scene, he recounted
the matchless prowess and mighty conquests of his illustrious
monarch, and made the hills re-echo with his praise. e
was a brawny athletic savage, upwards of six feet in height,
naked as he was born. Frenzied by his energetic gesticu-
lations, the perspiration trickled from his greasy brow, and
white foam descended in flakes from his distorted mouth,
whilst his eye glared with excitement.

The road now became almost impassable —large trees
overhung the way, and threatened the destruction of the
waggon tents; we proceeded very slowly, and narrowly
escaped being upset, the jungle becoming more and more
intricate as we advanced. Guame-traps and pit-falls were to
be seen through every avenue, many of the thorn fences
extending across the paih, and impeding the waggons until
cut away with the hatchet. A party of six natives had
followed our tracks and voluntecred to show a giraffe* I
emerged under their guidance from the forest we were
threading, into a wide plain, on which I saw, for the first

* Camelopardulis Giraffa. Delineated in the lortrzits of Game and Wild
Animals of Southern Africa.
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time, the footsteps of four of these gigantic quadrupeds,
but no living objects, save a few sassaybes, one of which 1
foolishly shot, when four of my savages immediately slunk
behind to eat him. I was much struck with the spoor or
track of the camelopard—it was ditterent from everyvthing
I had seen or imagined it would resemble. The largest
impression was eleven inches in length, of parallelogramatic
form, tapered at the toe, and rounded at the heel. I felt
singular satisfaction in finding myself at length treading on
ground imprinted with the recent footsteps of that extraor-
dinary animal.

I had by this time ridden far in advance of the waggons,
and as night was fast closing around, I began to be appre-
hensive that I should have to bivouac in the bush. The
savages appeared to contemplate the same contingency, and
evinced a vast longing to join their companions, who had
wisely remained with the flesh-pots. 1 gave them by signs
to understand that 1 disapproved of such a measure, and we
all pushed on as briskly as possible. A contumacious rhino-
ceros* was standing directly in our path, and, although
hailed repeatedly, refused to make way. There was just
light sufficient to admit of my discharging both barrels of
my rifle into his unwieldy sides. Sneezing violently, and
wheezing, he ran off in the direction we were taking, and
presently subsided in the path. We approached him with
caution, but he was dead. At the same moment a discharge
of musketry, and a bright beacon fire bursting forth, directed
our benighted steps to the encampment. It was at the
termination of the forest, and not more than two hours’
Journey from the residence of the king.

* Rhinocervs Africanus.  Delineatzd in the Portraits of Game and Wild
Animals of South Africa.
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of the refreshing sward, across which troops of querulous
pintadoes and herds of graceful pallahs* werc to be seen
hurrying from our approach.

As we threaded the mazes of the parasol-topped acacias,
which completely excluded the sun’s rays, a peep of the
river itself was unexpectedly obtained. A decp and shaded
channel, about twenty yards in breadth, with precipitous
banks overgrown with reeds, was lined with an unbroken
tier of willows. These extended their drooping branches
so as nearly to cntwine, had they not been forbidden by
the force of the crystal current, which swayed them with
it as it foamed and bubbled over the pebbly bottom. A
plain on the opposite side, bounded by a low range of
blue hills, was dotted over with mokaala trees, beneath
which troops of gnoos, sassaybes, and hartcheests, were
reposing, imparted to the sylvan scene quite a pastoral
effect.

We drew up the waggons on a verdant spot on the
river bank, at a convenient distance from an extensive
kraal constructed on the slope. Although the sun shone,
the cold occasioned by a dry cutting wind was scarcely to
be endured, even with the assistance of a great coat; and
the inhabitants being clamorous for food, I readily placed
myself under the guidance of their chief with ten of his
men, and diving into the heart of the extensive groves,
soon furnished them with the carcass of a black rhinoceros
upon which to whet their appetites. This huge beast
crossed the river twice after being mortally wounded at
duelling distance; and I was compelled, cold as it was,
to wade after him through water reaching to my middle—
following his trail by the blood, until from single drops,
the traces became splashes of frothy crimson. Struggling

* qntilope Melampus. Delineated in the Portraits of Game and Wild Animals
of Southern Africa.
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to force his tottering frame through the tangled cover, the
wounded monster at length sank upon his knees, another
bullet from the grooved bore ending his glant struggles,
while he was yet tearing up the ground with his ponderous
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CHAPTER XIX.

FROM THE MARIQUA RIVER TO TOLAAN, THE RESIDENCE
OF THE HNEIR APPARENT.

A7 daybreak the following morning, a large party of hungry
savages, with four of the Hottentots on horseback, accom-
panied us across the river in search of elands, which were
reported to be numerous in the neighbourhood. We formed
a long line, and having passed over a great extent of
country, divided into two parties; Richardson keeping to
the right, and myself to the left. Beginning to despair of
success, I had shot a hartebeest for the savages, when an
object which had repeatedly attracted my eye, but which
I had as often persuaded myself was nothing more than
the branchless stump of some withered tree, suddenly shift-
ed its position, and the next moment I distinctly perceived
that singular form, of which the apparition had ofttimes
visited my slumbers—but upon whose reality I now gazed
for the first time. It passed rapidly among the trees, above
the topmost branches of many of which its graceful head
nodded like some lofty pine—it was the stately, the long-
sought giraffe. Putting spurs to my horse, and directing
the Hottentots to follow, I presently found myself half
choked with excitement, rattling at the heels of the tallest
of all the Mammiferes, whom thus to meet, free on his
native plains, has fallen to the lot of few of the votaries
of the chase. Sailing before me with incredible velocity,
his long swan-like neck keeping time to the eccentric motion
of his stilt-like legs—his ample black tail curled above
K
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his back, and whisking in ludicrous concert with the rock-
ing of his disproportioned frame, he glided gallantly along
““ like some tall ship upon the ocean’s bosom,” and seemed
to leave whole leagues behind him at each stride. The
ground was of the most treacherous description; a rotten
black soil overgrown with long coarse grass, which con-
cealed from view innumerable cracks and fissures that mo-
mentarily threatened to throw down my horse. For the
first five minutes I rather lost than gained ground, agd
despairing, over such a country, of ever diminishing the
distance, or improving my acquaintance with this ogre in
seven-league boots, I dismounted, and had the satisfaction
of hearing two balls tell roundly upon his plank-like stern.
But I might as well have fircd at a wall: he neither swerved
from his course, nor slackened his pace, and had pushed
on so far a-head during the time 1 was reloading, that
after remounting, I had some difficulty in even keeping
sight of him amongst the trees. Closing again, however,
I repeated the dose on the other quarter, and spurred
along my horse, ever and anon sinking to his fetlock the
giraffe now flagging at each stride, until, as I was coming
up band over hand, and success seemed certain, down I
came headlong—my horse having fallen into a pit, and
lodged me close to an ostrich’s nest, near which two of
the old birds were sitting.

There were no bones broken, but the violence of the
shock had caused the lashings of my rifle to give way, and
had doubled the stock in half—the barrels only now hang-
ing to it by the trigger guard. Nothing dismayed by
this heavy calamity, I remounted my jaded beast, and one
more effort brought me a-head of iy wearied victim, which
stood still and allowed me to approach. In vain I attemp-
ted to bind my fractured rifle with a pocket handkerchief,
in order to admit of my administering the coup de grace
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—it was so bent that the hammer could not by any means
be brought down upon the nipple. In vain I looked around
for a stone, and sought in every pocket for my knife, with
which to strike the copper cap, and bring about ignition,
or hamstring the colossal but harmless animal, by whose
side I appeared the veriest pigmy in the creation—alas! I
had lent it to the Hottentots to cut off the head of the
hartebeest. Vainly did I wait for the tardy and rebellious
villains to come to my assistance, making the welkin ring,
and my throat tingle, with reiterated shouts—not a soul
appeared—and, in a few minutes the giraffe having reco-
vered his wind, and being only slightly wounded in the hind
quarters, shuffled his long legs—twisted his tuil over his
back—walked a few steps—then broke into a gallop, and
diving into the mazes of the forest, disappeared from my
sight. Disappointed and annoyed, I returned towards the
wuggons, now eight miles distant, and on my way overtook
the Hottentots, who, smoking their pipes with an air of
gentlemanly laziness, were leisurely returning, having come
to the conclusion that “Sir could not catch the kameel,”
for which reason they did not think it worth while to
follow as I had directed.

My defeat did not cause me to lose sight of the flesh-
pots. Any change from the monotony of an unvaried
bread-and-meat diet being highly agreeable, I went back
to the nest of the ostrich with a view of obtaining the
‘eggs.  So alarmed were the old birds by my unceremonious
intrusion in the morning, that they had not returned. Twen-
ty-three gigantic eggs were laid on the bare ground without
either bush or grass to conceal them, or any attempt at
a nest beyond a shallow concavity which had been scraped
out with the feet. Having broken one, to ascertain if
they were worth carrying home, a Hottentot took off his
trowsers, in which (the legs being first tied at the lower
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end,) the eggs were securely packed, and placed on the
saddle. Although each of these enormous eggs weighs
about three pounds, and is equivalent to twenty-four of
the domestic fowl’s, many of our followers could devour
two at a single meal, first mixing the contents, and then
broiling them in the shell. When dressed in more ortho-
dox manner, we found them a highly palatable omelette.

Richardson shortly rcturned, having been engaged in
deadly conflict with a rhinoceros. Aroused from a siesta
by the smarting of a gun-shot wound, the infuriated animal
had pursued his assailant so closely that it became necessary
to discharge the second barrel into his mouth, an operatisn
in the performing which the stock was much disfigured
by the animal’s horn. I cmployed the rest of the day
in repairing my own weapon with the iron clamp of a
box, binding it with a strip of green hide from the carcase
of an eland.

There being no practicable road across the Mariqua with-
in several miles of our position, we were compelled, on
the 28th, to make one by paring down the steep banks;
and even then, experienced great difficulty in towing our
heavy vans to the opposite side by the united strength
of the teams. The descent was almost perpendicular, re-
quiring both wheels to be locked: the bed of the river,
covered with loose stomes, was too confined to admit of
the oxen acting in concert:—and the current, straitened
by the narrowness of the channel, was rapid, and rosc
to the floors of the waggons.

Shortly after we had crossed, a large mixed herd of
sassaybes and quaggas, alarmed by the sudden appearance
of our cavalcade, charged past me so close, that one of
the latter fell at my feet at each discharge of the rifle.
Several savages had followed us to obtain a supply of
dried meat and assist in hunting; but although they were
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greatly delighted at this performance, it was not until an
unwieldy white rhinoceros* had bit the dust, that they
were perfectly satisfied. Smacking their thick lips, patting
their stomachs, and repeatedly exclaiming * Chikore, Chikore,”
they pointed out this huge beast standing stupidly under
the shade of a spreading acacia, I crept within thirty
yards before firing, but it was not until he had received
six two-ounce bullets behind the shoulder that he yielded
up the ghost—charging repeatedly, with his snout almost
touching the ground, in so clumsy a manner, that it was
only necessary to step on onc side to be perfectly safe.

This grotesque-looking animal, which in many points
bears a ridiculous resemblance to, or rather is a gross
caricature upon, the ¢ hall reasoning elephant,” is upwards
of six feet high at the shoulder, its shapeless head exceeding
four feet in length. It is the larger, but less ferocious,
of the two species of African rhinoceros, neither of which
is clad in a panoply of plate armour like their Asiatic
brethren; they have in lieu, tough hides an inch and a
half in thickness, of which the whips known at the Cape
under the denomination of Sjemboks, are usually manufac-
tured. Both have double horns: those of the black species
are short, and sometimes nearly of equal length—whilst
the anterior horn of the white rhinoceros is upwards of
thrke feet in length, the second being a mere excrescence.
These animals may be readily approached within a few
yards, against the wind, and being heavy and inert, their
attacks are easily avoided.

Rejoining the waggons to breakfast, we found many sa-
vages assembled from neighbouring kraals, clamorous for
snuff. One old lady inhaled it in large quantities, and

* Rhinoceros Simus. Delineated in the Portraits of Game and Wild Animals
of Southern Africa.
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without wasting a single grain, by means of a long tube
of wood, the ends of which were respectively applied to
her nose and to the back of her hand on which the powder
was placed.

The country through which we passed this day was more
thickly wooded than any we had seen since leaving Kur-
richane: and I for the first time observed several pit-falls
constructed for the purpose of taking the rhinoceros. They
differed from others in being dug singly instead of in groups
—very deep and large—at the extremity of a narrow path
cut through the bushes, and fenced outside with thorns—a
sharp turn leading directly upon the trap, so that an un-
wieldy animal, being driven furiously down the avenue,
could have no chance of avoiding the snare. ‘Many skulls
and bones of these huge beasts were lying at the bottom of
the sepulchres that had swallowed them up alive.

After travelling upwards of fifteen miles, and passing
three or four very large kraals, we arrived at the Tolaan
River, a deep, narrow, and rocky channel, containing several
extensive pools—the hollowed banks bearing testimony to
the depth and rapidity of the current at certain seasons.
The bed was perfectly dry where we crossed, but covered
with huge fragments of granite, which threw the waggons
from side to side with frightful violence—and, added to
the almost perpendicular characier of the banks, rendered
the passage cextremely perilous. We halted on an isthmus,
formed by a double bend of the river; a grove of large
acacia trees proving an agrecable shelter, and rendering
the spot delightful. Here we were visited by Moselekatse’s
son, an aristocratic and intelligent lad, fourteen or fifteen
years of age. His dress consisted of the usual girdle with
long fur streamers, and a chaplet of white beads bound
about his forehead. to which were attached three tufts of
clipped quills, resembling in size and shape the flower of



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 135

the African marigold, A lad of his own age attended him.
The blood of the despotic sire flowing in the veins of the
heir apparent to the throne of the Matabili, his first step
was to deprive Mohanycom of a clasp-knife that we had
given him, which he immediately hung about his own neck,
with a look of absolute superiority hardly to be expected
from such a youth.
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day had been very sultry, and our two dogs, nearly blind
from thirst, ran down the steep bank to the water’s edge,
into the jaws of an enormous alligator. One of them re-
turned immediately in a state of great alarm. Suddenly a
splash was heard, and bubbles of blood rising a minute after,
too truly told what had been the fate of his unfortunate
comrade. Not content with depriving us of our valued
four-footed companion, the alligators quitted their watery
homes during the night, and ate up a portion of the leather
of the wagzon furniture, besides the shoes of our followers.
These scaly monsters are very common in many of the
African rivers, and this was not the only occasion on which
we suffered from their ravages. We frequently killed some
of an immense size.

About sunset an unwieldy white rhinoceros approached
the waggons, cvidently with hostile intentions. There being
neither bush nor hollow to conceal my advance, I crawled
towards him amongst the grass, and within forty yards
fired two balls into him. WHe started, looked around for
some object on which to wreak his vengeance, and actually
charged up, ith his eye flashing fire, and gore streaming
from his mouth, to within an arm’s length of me. Crouch-
ing low, however, 1 fortunately eluded his vengeance, and
he soon afterwards dropped down dead.

Thus fur on our journey we had pursued a partially
beaten track, dignified by the Hottentots in colonial phrase-
ology with the name of a road, though since leaving Kur-
richane, it had consisted merely of the faint vestiges of the
traders’ waggons, which “few and far between” had tra-
versed it—and even these could only be discovered by a
practised eye. DBut from our entrance into the hills this
morning, all traces had disappeared, nor did we again see
the tracks of a waggon for several months, until we had
crossed the river Vaal on our return to the colony. Thus

L
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asleep. Ensconcing himself behind his shield. he made signs
to me to fire, which 1 did into the middle of the party, at
the same moment springing behind a tree which completely
screened me. Thus unceremoniously awakened, the three
ladies broke covert. roaring in concert, and dashed into the
thick bushes, while we walked as fast as possible in the
opposite direction. In the course of a few minutes we heard
several discharges of musketry, and an infuriated rhinoceros,
streaming with blood, rushed over the brow of the eminence
that we were ascending, and was within pistol shot before we
were aware of his approach. No bush presenting itsclf
behind which to hide, I threw my cap at him, and ’Lingap
striking his buckler and shouting with stentorian lungs, the
enraged beast turned off. I saluted him from both barrels,
and he was immediately afterwards overturned by a running
fire from the IHottentots, every one of swhom I now saw had
lett the waggons at the mercy of the oxen, conduct for which
we reprimanded them severely, threatening to withhold
further supplies of ammunition.

Three hours’ travelling between two ranges of the Cashan
mountains, brought us to the Ooli river, a pretty little stream,
upon the further bank of which we halted. A party of
savages joined us, having feasted heartily upon the gnoo
killed yesterday ; and as we did not require their services,
we sent them to eat up the rhinoceros, with injunctions to
return in the evening. The banks of the Ooli are precipitous,
and clothed with extensive mimosia groves, abounding with
wild buffaloes, pallahs, and guinea-fowl.* We made a large
bag of the latter, and obtained a supply of ostrich eggs. In
order to drive the elephants into the plain, preparatory to
hunting them the next day, we set fire to the grass, and moved
the camp to a more secure position, where the savages, who had
returned, assisted in fortifying our stockade against the lions.

' Nunmida Meleazrts.
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of the skull of the elephant’s calf that our colossal savage
friend had destroyed the day before. It was all that the
hyanas had left of the little that he had considered too hard
for his own digestion. The tracks of the drove had gone
eastward over country where we had already hunted, and as
it waxed late, we made the best of our way to the camp. I
shot two quaggas for our savage allies, who returned during
the night laden with flesh, and bringing with them a wild
hog* that they buried in the morning in a porcupine’s earth,
to which it had been driven by their dogs.

The grass on the opposite side of the mountains having
been burnt, we resolved, by the advice of the natives, to
skirt them on the south side for a day or two. As soon as
it was light, I set out with Mohanycom, and killed a spotted
hywnat that had been attracted with many others by the
smell of the pork to our camp. I was glad to have my
revenge, for the vagabonds had annoyed our cattle all night
long, moaning funereally in councert wich the dismal yelling
of jackals,} and roaring of lions, with whose melody our
only surviving dog never failed to chime in. The sole of my
shoe coming off, during the hot pursuit of a water-buck,
whose leg I had fractured, I had the felicity of completing
the animal’s destruction barefooted, and afterwards running
about two miles over sharp {flint stones to overtake the
waggons, which had crossed four inconsiderable mountain
streams, and were entering a field of tall reed-grass, that
waved above the heads of the oxen. An immense white
rhinoceros suddenly started from his slumbers, and rushed
furiously at the leading waggon, crushing the dry reeds
before him. and alarming the cattle by his loud snorting and
bostile demonstrations. A volley, however, cooled his cou-
rage, and he retired to a suitable bush, where we despatched

* Sus Larvatus. + Hyana Crocula. + Canis Mesomclas.

M
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CIIAPTER XXIIL
ELEPHANT HUNTING IN THE CASHAN MOUNTAINS.

Berore daybreak the following morning it was discovered
that the oxen, having been alarmed by lions, had made
their escape from the pound. A party was despatched in
pursuit of them, and we proceeded into the hills to look
for buffaloes. The thunder-storm having purified the at-
mosphere, rendered the weather delightfully cool, and a
deep wooded defile which had not been approached by
the conflagration of the day before, was filled with game
that had fled beforc the flames. A rhinoceros was killed
almost immediately, and before we had reloaded, a noble
herd of nearly one hundred and fifty buffaloes was perceived
on a slope overhanging a sedgy stream. Having crept
within five-and-twenty yards, we despatched two bulls before
the alarm was spread. Crashing through the forest, they
overturned decayed trees in their route, and swept along
the brow of the opposite hill in fearful confusion, squeezed
together in a compact phalanx, and raising an incredible
cloud of dust to mark their course. We mounted our
horses, and, after sticking some time in the treacherous mud
of the rivulet, gained the opposite bank, and brought two
more to bay, which were despatched after several charges.
Our savage friends, still torpid from their yesterday’s feast,
had not made their appearance; we therefore despatched
Claas, after breakfast was over, to bring in some marrow-
bones, in the act of collecting which delicacies, he was put
to flight by a lion that jumped out of a bush close to him,
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flexible, may be dragged from the ribs in strips like the planks
from a ship’s side. Of these are manufactured a superior
description of sjambok, the elastic whip already noticed as
being an indispensable piece of furniture to every boor
proceeding on a journev. Our followers encumbered the
waggons with a large investment of them, and of the canine
teeth, the ivory of which is extremely profitable.

Of all the mammalia, whose portraits, drawn from ill-
stutfed specimens, have been foisted upon the world, the
Behemoth has perhaps been the most ludicrously misrepre-
sented. I sought in vain for that colossal head—for those
cavern-like jaws, garnished with elephantine tusks—or those
ponderous feet with which “ the formidable and ferocious
quadruped™ is wont * to trample down whole fields of corn
during a single night.”” Defenceless and inoffensive, his
shapeless carcase is but feebly supported upon short and
disproportioned legs, and his belly almost trailing upon the
ground, he may not inaptly be likened to an overgrown “ prize
pig”> The colour is pinkish brown, clouded and freckled
with a darker tint. Of many that we shot, the largest
measured less than five feet at the shoulder; and the reality
falling so lamentably short of the monstrous conception I
had formed, the * river horse,” or “sea cow,” * was the first.
and indeed the only South African quadruped in which I
felt disappointed.

The country now literally presented the appearance of a
menagerie ; the host of rhinoceroses in particular, that daily
exhibited themselves, almost exceeding belief. Whilst the
camp was being formed, an ugly head might be seen pro-
truded from every bush, and the possession of the ground
wias often stoutly disputed. In the field, these animals lost

* The Hippopotamus is termed by the Colonists Zekoe, or Sea-Cow, the least
applicable designation perhaps, not excepting that of the River-Horse, that could
have been conferred.
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lives, the instant the dawn appeared. The scene of carnage
was visited by Moselekatse, and as he viewed the carcases
of his foes © strewing the earth like broken glass,” his
exultation knew no bounds; the contempt he had enter-
tained for fire-arms being fully confirmed by this signal
defeat. Barend Barends, who was infirm in years, had not
accompanied the invading army beyond the Vaal River, but
died shortly after the destruction of his clan.
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great muscular power of this animal, which is called by the
colonists * the wolf,” renders it exceedingly formidable; the
difficulty of determining the sex being the most remarkable
feature it possesses. On the 27th we again encamped on
the banks of the Limpopo, in which a bull-buffulo was shot
as it was swimming across. Few other sporting incidents
occurred of an extraordinary character, except the death of
a very large black rhinoceros, which, being pent up in an
old stone enclosure, forming a cul de sac, the entrance to
which I closed up, received no less than twenty-seven shots
before it fell, dyed with crimson gore, and embossed with the
white foam that rage had churned around its chaps. A
troop of brindled gnoos, being pursued by another of these
animals, dashed into a narrow defile in the hills, at the outlet
of which, having stationed myself, T disposed of two with
each barrel.

As we approached the junction of the Mariqua with the
Limpopo, in about latitude 24 10, bushes usurped the
place of trees ; the couniry daily became less inviting, and
the game in consequence less and less abundant, although a
supply was still always to be obtained. The few inhabitants
that we now met with refused to hold any communication
with our escort—seating themselves at a distance, and de-
clining the proffered snufi-box. These men were the wreck
of the Bakone or Baquaina, once the most powerful and
prosperous of the Bechuana nations. Conquered by Mosele-
katse, however, and Caama,* their king, having been slain,
they fled to this part of the country, and are now reduced
to an extremity of misery and want, little short of actual
starvation—the emaciated forms of many too plainly testi-
fying to their precarious means of subsistence.

"The obtaining of information relative to the country and
inhabitants had uniformly been attended with much diffi-

* King Hartebees:.
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Genus. Puacocu®ru:.

10. Phacockerus _ifricanus. The African Boar. Vlacke Vark
of the Cape Colonists. Ingooloob of the Matabili.

Height at the shoulder about two feet six inches.  Colour reddish
brown. The top of the head, upper part of the ncck, shoulders,
and back, covered with lonir rigid bristles; those on the top of the
head diverging like the radit of a circle. Canine teeth very large
and long, and direcied upwards. Hcad extremely large, and muzzle
very broad. A large fleshy wen behind each eye. and a prominent
warty excrescence on cach side of the muzzle, between the eye and
tusks.  Eye: small and sinister. Tail tufted with bristles: twenty
inches in length, straizht and thin.

Gregarious.  Inhabits the plains and forests.

Genus. RuINOCERO:.

11. Rhinoceros Africanus. 'The African Rhinoceros. Rhinoster
of the Cape Colonist-. Chukuroo of the Matabil:.

Upward= of =ix feet high at the shoulder. and about tlirteen feet
in extreme length.  Body very robust and clumsy. Legs short and
small, each wiih three toes. Head long and large. Eves small
and luteral. Spout hooked, and resembling that of a tortoise:
armed with two horn=* on the muzzle, placed one behind the other;
the anterior usually from one to two feet long: the posterior
generally xmall. but capricious—iu some specimens attaining the
same. or nearly the same length.  Ears pointed. :mall, and approxi-
mated. Skin naked: very thick, mgous, and knotty, but without
plaits or folds.  Colour brownish bluck. Tail about two feet lung,
laterally compre:zed at the end, and furni-led with a few bristles.

Female similar, but smaller. Mamme two. Very common in
the interior.

* The horns of no t~o =pecimens of this animal that came under my oh-er-

vation were exactly the wume. Disease or accident not unfrequently renders
the anterior L.orn the :horter of the two.
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12. Rhinoceros Simus. The White Rhinoceros. Witte Rhi-
noster of the Cape Colonists. Chicore of the Matabili and Bechuana.

Six feet six or eight inches high at the shoulder, and above
fourteen in extreme length. Head four feet long. Muzzle trun-
acated, upwards of eighteen inches in breadth ; furnished with twe
horns placed one behind the other as in the last species ; the anterior
robust at the base, tapenng, and about thkree feet in length; the
posterior a mere excrescence. five or six inches long. Ears pointed
and approximated, placed on the neck. A square lump immedi-
ately behind them. Eyes very diminutive and lateral. lLegs short
and straight, terminiting in three toes. Tail about two feet long,
compressed and bristled at the extremity. Hide verv rough and
knotty, extremely thick., with folds and plaits about the neck.
Colour varying ; usually dirty brownish white.
Femule similar, but smaller. Mamme two. Very common in

the interior. after passing Kurrichane.

Genus. Eaquus.

13. Equus Zebra. The Zebra. 'Wilde Paard of the Cape Colonists.

About four feet high at tke shoulder. and eight feet two inches
in extreme length. Shape lizht and :ymmetrical. Legs very
slender. Feet small, terminating in a solid hoof. Head light and
bony. Ear: and tail asinine: the latter blackish, about sixteen
inches long, and tufted at the extremity. Ground colour of the
hair white. The whole of the bady, neck, head, and legs, covered
with narrow black bands. placed wider or closer together; the
upper ones connected with the dorsal line, but not extending over
the belly, or inside of thighs. Mane erect and bu-hy, alternately
banded white and black. 1Two tran-ver:e black bands on the ears.
Brown stripes on the face terminating in a bay noze. A bare spot
a little above the kuee on all four of the legs.

Female with two inguinal mammee.

Gregarious. Found within the Cape Colony. Inhabits moun-

tainous region= onlv.



COMADONIHY MOYId AHL




o YO R HLTHAL BIL ¢




_GEBLITNGT IS I gy A gy i s B8

o o we v v

P ft{u)) /7:3} /
S T T

- LUSTARTC
L Bl
 EC ,‘“;\‘l :L\E.L‘» .
| § i 43 ANV —~ - -
J

:\5 m.w unbmt’\
RS Zoaa)

"/J #
;11;7):!)/ er L/ 2 ':/51:_//71})
ANOT 100 EH\’)"‘!‘ l" ISV H,lllO\

U"’? xss:g‘_'y

3

2ttt ‘u_’)mo.g,s 5q~1pn8u'l1.g-

e Faitts
g £
P eaded]

,.f

uf PIoEpY e
stlsgrures £ oo




