BLACK OR WHITE?

The identification and significance of rhinoceroses in South African
Bushman rock art

Sven Ouzman® and Jim Fealy*™

South Africen Bushman rock et & celebrated
both 68 B Ntegratad expression of a3 peosple’s
warki-understanding and for its attention o
detai. CHlen minutise such as e shape of an
anteope’s fellock ar an elephant’s swaggering

gaill are exactly caplured in engraved of painted

form. i |5 essential hat we observe thess detsds.
comscily @5 ey fundamentally affect our
interpretations of rack art imagery.

A common mistake Is to ovarlcok or confuse
thase physislogical and bahavioural datais that
are diagnostic of aither black o whes
leading fo a misk lion of the
species depicted and a resuftant skewed
Interpretation. This mistake mey be altributabls
to tha scarcity of rinos in Sowh Afnoa's
Bushman rock paintings whene only 34 examples
are known. Conversaly, there am well over 1000
engrmd.mms but few people are familiar with
K engraving iraditian. Thaug e
mindful of BMW t0a literal an identification in
symbolic and relgious rock an, aven super-
ratursl bedefs heve aahly referants and il s
racassary 1o be able o distinguish betwean
black and white thinas in lifa.

Recognising rhinos at a glance
The features thal distinguish the twa madem
southem  African  rhinos — hla& (Dicerns
" i} ard white [ C L) — are
shawn in Table 1 and Fig, 1. Any ane of features
2to & and & can distingulsh betwesn 1hs specias.
while feature 3 pertains only after aboul two
years when the postenar hom emerges. One or
e of ihese fealures are apparent in almost all
depictions of rhinos. As a test, hold up the South
African R10 bank nota and obsarve features 2 o
&, B and 10 of the white rhina,
Additional, but variable. distinguishing features
Incliede the sdull blsck rhino's postarior hom,
which is often mora than half the langsh of the
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anterior nom and may even exced it. An adult
white rhing's posterar harn is always less than
half the length of tha anterice hem. Females of
bath speckes may have thinner and longer home
than males. But in zoos, harms appear wih
shapes and proporions never saen in the wikd.

Them are fhus at leasi & dozen ways 10
distnguish the two species of rhing in the B2id

af

Bra scame. The cover of the Juy 1663 Sowh
Afrizan Archasoiogical Bulstn shows a biack
rhing with 3 in
Limpapa Pravines, with features 3 bo § [Charteds
2001; species nol previously iantified). This
paintmg & echoed 1 700 km away in the
Crderterg by a welkknown rock pairting that
appears on the June 1858 cover of the Buletin
(Fig. 3; species nal pravicusly issniified), Battle
Cave' in KwaZuu-Matal has two  slrange
craatres ence thaughl 1o represent bushpigs.
bul which are mare [kely biack rhings snce
tushpig fusks do nol profrude above the line of
the sraut {altheugh Thosa of adult mee warlhog
o), Mear Maltang in the Eastemn Caps. baa Hack
rhings ane shown being hunted with spears.

R

Bushman rock art.

Rhines in Bushman rock art

The carliest raconded dentification of a mck 2
rhine by 8 Eurapaan in Scuth Afca was by artist
and explorar Thormas Eainas. In his journal far
Tuaeday § March 1850 ha wrote: *...lwa o three
caves. , had formerty bean the kaunt of fhe wid
Bushmien. Wa wsited one..and found seversl
drawings of difarent amimals. | copied ang of &
Lok sanid by iy Jossaph
McCabe] fo be & vary good represenfation of the
animal for which (f was designed” (Kennedy
1964:29).

A1 the time Baines had not seen a rhino, bul
MeCabe had hunted for years in what is taday
Marth West Province and Batswana, and he must
have been famisar with boih specas. Last yeer,
we ralocated Baines' rhino rock peinling near
Reddershurg 01 the southern Frae Stale.
Unforfunately, Sames’ sketeh s i his missing
skatchbeok, 50 we reproduca our radrawirg of
the rhénn hare (Fig. 2. Wi agres with McGabe's
identification, as the rock painting shows famt-
ures 4, 5, 7 and 10.

Comparabie Bushman rock paintings of rhinos

Fig 3 el rack paining of biac i with sal Edeuing
Cadavbeng, Wisiern Capes.

Rock paintings of rhinos ana mom in
Limpapa Province, aceaunting for 15 of the 34
wnown painings. Across the Limpepo River.
+hings ooour al about 10 per cent of Zimbatwean
hurter-gatherer rock painting stes and they &
Bs0 natiosable n Bolewana's snd Naribia's
rock paintings.

Whan ane Wirms o South Afican rock engrvings
there is 8 oramatic change. Rhinas become the
secand most comeronly dopicied animal after
sland, bn thair manumental life's work, Geshard
and Dora Fack recorded over 500 angraved
Jhincs i the Northem Cage, Norh West and
Frise State provinces (6.9 Fock & Fock, 1988), a
nuenber that has since mare than doubled. The
covar of the June 1583 Scath Afncan Arcie-
‘sogical Bullstin dapicied one example of & black
i fram the viciniy of Vryburg in Meeth West
Province that cinarly displays features 3 fo 8 and
a

The attantion te detail in this ard sirdar rhine
engravings |s asionishing, Cne example; the
wwered head posion of the magnificent
charging biack rhino (fastures 3 to & and 8) &t
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wery last moment befors impaet (Fig, 4), in
contrast o the biack rhino rock painfings in the
Soutpansbarg and  Cederberg, there iz an
engraved example of a white mino m ls ml(

rain-animal was beleved to walk the land and
gwe off rain. These observations find Wsual
‘Bapression on some engraved tinos that heve
baan hammered 0 the AT & the same way
the rain-shamans ‘broke the rain's by’ (Blenk,
1933: 307), Fig 6 takes thess insights st
Turther. By culfing the rock and adding two reugh-
pecked homs 1o a rare pecked and smoothed
hippopatamus engraving, a famikar animal is
rerderad unfamiliar — just like the: ather-wordly
rain-animal. Engravings e fose maka us
realise that they are not depictions of evands like
rain-making, bul objscts cantral 1o those peants.
The interplay batwaen belief and cheervation is
best caplured in Ogden Nash's mm\ I you
think the

naver saen a minoskerous!”.
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than any cthar engrmle\:l animal. Same rhino
engravings have had ther outines rubbed
smooth, mimicking the rhino habit of nbbing
againgl rocks o rid themsalves of parasites.
Flakes were sometimes chipped off rocks
taanng ring engravings, perhaps o keep as
ralics {Ouzman 2001). Rhino engravings alse
Nave NUMArUE ‘Mon-7es’ eements such as
square-nack  peofrusions,  zigesg lips  and
mpossibly long home that a0 represent keen
abservation, but at a supemnatural level.

Rhines as extracrdinary animats.
Part of the ting's axtracedinariness stems from
= 50 mm fhick laver of subsstsnecus
(Smithers, 1983 559). Many Bushman carm-
munities przed fal as a subslance i

Rhinis wera an imponant pan of Bushman ila
angd were engraved and paintad with great cara,
The long process of uncoverng the meaning
Shay had for thesr makers bagins with an accurals
identification of what is depicted, This routine
actiity has lad bo unexpected discovenas, such
as the fact that black rhino oulrumber white rhano
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Spirt World potency by which they used o
ensure the well-being of the word, for example.
by aiding rain-making (ses Blesk, 1933) It
‘seame as il Me ever-absenant Bushman at ona
Hima or anather usad the aggressive black rhing.
21 rihly PriT® p
min-animal that lived in he Sprit Werd.
Simiarly, thay seam to have litked the moee
docle white rhino 1o tha nurturing famale
ren-animal

This concephual Enkage is further strenglhened
by rhinos’ habit of wallowing in poole of water,
which i also the rain-animal's home, and of
giving aff copious uarlities of sweat from thei
botes whan fuaning, i the same way the

g u
San'a Fouten, Mthem Cape.

depictions by 5 factor of at least fve, even in the
regicn ot af the Vaal (Hel-Garib) and Orangn
(KaiHGaria) rivers, whare both firee beoured
ther. Given that rock art oocure throughaut
South Alrica, the scarcity af whila o
depections cannol be atwibuded 1o the animals’
distribution, but must be accounted for by a
secm| meshanism.
Perhaps the violent thunderstorms that typdy
South African rainfall requirad the Bushman to
pay mare atiention o the destructive male
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embodiment. the black rhina, ontolings the reck
in what we now call ‘rock arl’. There, caught
natween the Ordinary and the Spidt Worids,
these dangercus images were rubibed and thair
ribis broken to cantrol 8 destiuctive force, evan i
{he cost of neglacting the desirable femala ran,

Rhinos arma igeal animals through which to
understand bath the ardinary and extracedinary
clements of Bushmen life. By hesding our
Bushman Torebears’ considerad and encultured
ohaarvalions of thair  anvionment  and hy
studying relevant sthrography and zoalegy we
ey 0nca BJain integrate searmlessly he natral
and cultural workss,
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Ancient roots for an African language?

A penetic study in Africe has revealed that the
frat human languaige may have resembled io-
day's African dick languages. The proposal =
controversial, however, Found only in Alrica,
chckdanguage users inchude the Hadza of Tan-
zania and Batswanan and Namibian Bushmen

To determine whether click languages emargad
from a comman fongue, anthrapological genet-
icisls at Stanford analysed cels from the chasks
of several Alican populations for genetic mark-
&5 on the Y chromeeome, which fathers pass on
tan song. Tha more ralated click speakers are, it
was raasonad, the more likely that cBck lang-
uages arosa relatively recenly, IT click speakers.
arg geneficaly diverse, fhal could imply that
othes speakers loat their chcks aftar the dick
speakers diverged nbo separata popuiations.

Aboul had the Hadzate (pural of Hadza), a third
af the Bushmen and a third of nen-click speakers
i ceniral Africa share the variant studied, which
tanod found elsewhens. Limating thair study bo just
thess individuals, tha taem then koked at anath-

ey rer. Changas

e that the Hadzabe and Bushman “am as gen-
afically dislant from one anather as two popu-
Iaticae could be.’ Both tha Bushmen and the
Hadzabe appaar more similar to the non-click.
groups than 1o one analher. The resesrchers
dispute the theory that the Bushman and
Hadzabe languapes arose  independenily,
maindaining that the dislacts ane too comples.

AG0-million-year-old Tessil fish

Tha 350-milion-year-okd fossil of & spacies of
fish with wlngant needielike spings, previously
umknown to science, has bean made in a shale
doposil near Grahamsiown by paleanioiogist
Roberl Gess, who has bean working on o sita
expasad by a culling i reroute the N for mars
than 10 years. Named Dipscantfus acus, the
fogsil is only 100 mm leng, but the distinciive
nTow spines o s back and siomich make It
almest 150 mm from fop to bobhom. Tha new
specimen is prooably the most comgplete of 28 the
indwidual fish recoverad from the site, with the
ik of its flesh and fn aullines preservad
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