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CHAP IL

Reception at Tcherkin by QOzoro Efpher, $5c.—
Hunting of the Llephant, Rbinoceros, and
DBuffalo.

THF. impatient Welleta Yafous would only
give me time to fee my quadrant and other in-
{truments fafely ftowed, but hurried me through
a very narrow and crooked path up the fide of
the mountain, at every turn of which was placed
a great rock or ftone, the ftation for mufquets to
enfilade the different flages of the road below,
where it was ftrait for any diftance. We at laft
reached the outer court, where we found the
chamberlain Ammonios, whom Welleta Yafous
had fpoken of as being ftill at Gondar; but this
did not furprile me, as he told me at the tent
that Ayto Confu wasarrived. 1 faw here a great
many of my old acquaintance whom I had known
at Ozoro Efther’s houfe at Gondar, and who all
welcomed me with the greateft demonfirations of
joy, as it I had come from a long journcy.

I was
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I thall only tukc uponine to refolve a difficulty
which he fecrs to have had,—tor what ui: the
teeth of tiie clephant, and the horns of the rhin-
oceros, were iniended. Tle, with reafon, cx-
plodes the vulgar prejudice, that thele arins were
aiven them by nature to fight with each other.
He atks very properly, What can be the ground
of that anlinofity # neither of them are carnivor-
ous ; they do not couple together, thercfore are
not rivals in love; and, as for food, the vaft
forclts they inhabit furnifh them with an abun-
dant and everlziting {tore.

But neither the clephant nor rhinoceros eat
grafs. The fheep, goats, horfes, cattle, and all
the beafts of the country, live upon branches of
trees. There are, in every part of theit immenie
foretts, trees of a foft, fuzculent {ubftance, full of
pith.  Theie are the princital food of the clephant
and rhinoceros.  They [irlt eat the tops of thefe
Ieaves and branches 5 they theu, with their horns
or teein, Leginas near to the root as they can,
and rip, or cut the more woody part, or trunks
oi thefe, up to where they were caten before, till
they fall in fo many plabie picees of the fize of
Lathz, - Mer this) they take ol thefe in their
montirous mouthsy, and twiit them round as we
ceuld do tiwe feaves of a lettuce. The veftizes of
this proceis, in its diffirent fages, we faw every
cay throughout the foreft; and the horns of the
riviioceros, and teeth of the clephant, are often
foand broken, when thoir sluttony feads them
Lo attemnt too laree or firn 2 troe,

I3 n There
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We fought about tor the buflaloes and rhisoce-
rofes ; but though there was plenty of both in the
1:cighbourhood, we could not find them ; our
noife and fhooting in the morning having proba-
bly fcared them away.  One rhinoceres only was.
fecn by a fervant. e returned In the cvening
to a great fire, and lay all night under the fhade
of treces.  Iere we faw them feparate the great
teeth of the clephunt trom the head, by roaiing
the jaw-bones on the fire, till the lower, thin, and
hollow part of the teeth were nearly confunied ;
and then they came out culily, the thin part be-
ing of no value.

‘The next morning we were on horfcback by
the dawn of day in fcarch of the rhinoceros, many
of which we had heard make a very deep groan
and cry as the morning approached ; feveral of
the Agageers then joined us, and after we had
fearched about an Lour in the very thickeft part
of the wood, one of them rufhed out with great
violence, crefling the plain towards a wood of
cancs that was about two miles diftance. But
though he ran, or rather trotted, with turprifing
fpced, confidering his bulk, he was, in a very
little time, transfixed with thirty or forty jave-
lins; which fo confounded him, that he left his
purpole of going to the wood, and ran into a decp
hole, ditch, or ravine, a cul de fae, without out-
let, breaking above a dozen of the javelins as he
cntered.  Here we thought he was caught as ina
trap, {or he had fcarce room to turn; when a
{ervant, who hada gun, flanding direély over

him
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him. fired at his head, and the animal fell imme-
diat 'y, toallappearance dead.  All thofc on foot
now jumped in with their knives to cut him up,
and they had fearce begun, when the animal re-
covered fo far as to rife upon his knees 5 happy
then was the man that efeaped firft 5 and had not

onc of the Agageers, who was himfelt engaged

in the ravine, cut the finew of the hindleg ws he
was retreating, there would have been a very
forrowful account of the foot-hunters that day.

After having difpatched him, T was curious to
fec what wound the fhot bad given, which had
operated {o violently upon fo huge an animal;
and I doubted not it was in the brain, But it Lad
ftruck Inim nowhere but upon the point of the
ioreinoft horn, of which 1t had carried oft above
an inch y and this occafioned a concuflion that
had fiunned him for a minute, till the: bleeding
had fecovered Lim. Tpreferved the horn from
curiofity, and have it now by met. I faw cvi-
dently the ball hed touched no other part of the
beail.

WWhile we were bufy with the rhinoceros, Am.
monics joined v A meflage from the king had
carried away Auzaze Fyrilios the feeretary, T'wo
other mefienzers had wrived from the queen,
one to Avto Confu, and another to Ozoro
Tithers and it was Ozoro Lither’s commands
to her fon, tolcave he hunting and return.
There was no remedy but to obey: Am-
monios, however, wanted to have his pare of the

hunting
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hunting ; and the countrw people told us, that
multitudes of buffaloes were to be found a iittle
to the weftward, where there were large trces
and ftanding pools of water. \Weagreed thien to
hunt homeward, without being over-folicitous
about returning carly.

We had not gone far before a wild boar rofe
Letween mie and Ayto Engedan, which 1 imme-
diately killed with my javelin.  Before he, on
his ivorle, canie up io it, anotiier of its compa-
nions fhared the {ame fate sbout 4 quarter of an,
howr atier.  This was the fport I hacd been many
years uled to in Barbary, and wasinfinitely wore
dexirvous at it than any of the prefent company ;
this put me more upon a par with my compa-
nions, who had not failed to laugh at me, upon
my horfe’s refufal to carry me near cither to the
elephant or rlinoceros. Nobody would touch
tie carcafe of the boar after it was dead, beingan
animal which 1: confidercd as unclean. \

Ammonios was 2 man of approved courage and
conduct, and bad been in all the wars of Ras
Michael, and was placed about Ayto Confu, to
lead the troops, curb the prefumption, and check
the impetuofity of that youthful warrior. He
was tall, and aukwardly made ; flow in fpecch
and motion, {o much as cven to excite ridicule;
about fixty years of age, and more corpulent than
the Abyflinians generally are; in a word, as pe-
dantic and grave in his wanner as it is poflible
to exprels.  Ie fpent his whole leifure time in
reading the feripture, nor did he willingly dif-

courfc
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they go home, and tic the fillct about their own
child's arm ; certain, as they fay, from long ex-
pericnce, that the child infected is to do well, and
not to have one more than the number of puftul:s
that were agreed and paid for.  There is ro ex-
ample, as far as [ could learn, either here or in
Abyflinia, of this difeafe returning, that is, at-
tacking any one perfon more than once.

The trade ot Sennaar is not great ; they have
no manufactures, but the principal article of con-
fumption is blue cotton cloth from Surat. For-
merly, when the ways were open, and merchants
went in caravans with fafety, Indian goods were
brought in quantities to Sennaar from }idda, and
then difperfed over the black country. The re-
turn was made in gold, in powder called Tibbar,
civet, rhinoceros’s horns, ivory, oftrich feathers,
and above all; in flaves or glafs, more of which
was exported from Sennaar than all the eaft of
Africatogether. But this trade is almott deftroyed,
{ois that of the gold and ivory. However, the
gold fill keeps up its reputation of being the pureft
and beft in Africa, and therefore bought at Mo-
cha to be carried to India, where it ail at laft cen-
ters.  1f the wakea of Abyflinian gold fells at 16
patakas, the Sennaar gold fells at the fame place
for 22 patakas. The ivory fellsat 14 oz.* per ro-
tol at Cairo, which is about 25 per cent lighter
than the rotol of Mocha.  Men-flaves, at a me-
dium, may be about 2 wakea per head at Sennaar.

R 2 There

© Onney of golld is bere weant.,
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racter better than to fuffera dlave like you to hy
his filthy hands on a flranger Itke me.”—¢ Ny !
No! Mallem, fays the man that {poke Italian, we
will do you no harm.  IHmacl, that you br()Ught
from HMabcefh, has been with the Bey, and he
wants to fee yous and that is all.”—Then fay
without, fuid I, till 1 am ready, and I will come
to you prelently.”

Qut they went: [ heard them crying to the
Caloycros ior drini, but they never in their lives
were in a place where they could addrefs them-
fclves worie for cither meat or liquors ; on the
other hand, [ did not keep them long in drefling,
I Iiid no fhirt on, nor had I been mafter of one
for fourtcen months paft. [ had a waiftcoat of
coarfe, brown, woollen blanket, trowfers of the
fame, and an upper blunket of the fame wrapt
about me, and in thefe I was lying. I had cut off
my long beard at Furfhout, but fiill wore prodi-
oious mufltachoes. [ had a thin, white, mulflin
cloth round a red Turkifh cap, which ferved me
for a night-cap, a girdic of coarfe woollen cloth
that wrapt round iny wailt cight or ten times, and
fwaddled me up from the middle to the pit of my
{tomach, but without either fhoes or ftockings.
In the left of the girdle I had two Englifh piftols
mounted with filver, and on the right hand a
common crooked Abyflinian knile, with a han-
dle of a rhinoccros horn.  Thus cquipt, I was
ufhered by the banditti, in a dark and very wine
dy night, to the door of the convent.

The



