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SOUTHERN AFRICA. 89

to be left on the defert; and they generally arrive at the town
in fo maimed and miferable a condition, as to be very unfit for
what they are intended. Could the farmers near the Cape be
once prevailed upon to fow turnips, which may be produced
here equally good as in Europe, to plant potatoes, and cultivate
the artificial grafles, the quality of the beef and mutton might
be very materially improved. Thofe few inhabitants who ftall-
feed their cattle, have their tables fupplied with beef little, if at
all, inferior to what is fold in Leadenhall market; but the
adoption of fuch a fyftem would require more labor and
adivity, and more attention, than the body and mind of a
Dutch farmer feem capable of fupplying : his avarice, though
great, is yet overcome by the habits of indolence in which he
has been‘edu’cated.

On the fifteenth, from the exhaufted ftate of our oxen, three
of which we had been obliged to leave behind, we made only
a fhort ftage of ten or twelve miles to the riet fomteyn, or the
red {pring, which took its rife out of a high cone-fhaped hill,
with a flat top, and ran in a feeble fiream to the fouthward.
The banks were fkirted by a thicket of the doorn boom, or
thorn-tree, a fpecies of mimofa, called erroneoufly by the two
Swedifh travellers, who have publifhed their refearches in
Southern Africa, the nilotica, or that which produces the
gum Arabic. The pods of this is very long, and moniliform
or divided like a ftring of beads; whereas the karroo mimofa
has fhort fickle-fhaped pods. Armed from the fummit down
to the ground with enormous double thorns, pointing in every
dire@ion « like quills upon the fretful porcupine,” it makes an
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impenetrable thicket to moft animals except the rhinoceros,
whofe hide, though not’ proof againft a mufket-ball, as has
been afferted by a great naturalift, has little to fear from the
fpines of the mimofa. The bark, being powerfully aftringent,
is preferred to that of any other tree in the colony for prepar-
ing leather from raw fkins; and the wood, being hard and
tough, is ufed for waggon-poles, and as lock-thoes for the
wheels. The trunk of the tree gives out great quantities of a
clear tranfparent gum, which, however, does not feem to have
‘been applied to any kind of ufe. It is remarkable that almoft
every tree which furnifhes taftelefs gums or refins is covered
with a bark that is highly aftringent and auftere to the tafte.

The following day we croffed the bed of the Buffalo river,
which was at leaft fifty yards in width; but the quantity of
water in it was barely fufficient to form a current. The deep
thelving banks, however, and the wreck of roots and fhrubs,
indicated at leaft its periodical power, which had forced through
the black mountains to the fouthward a grand chafm in its pafl-
age to the eaftern ocean. The whole furface of the country
was here ftrewed over with fmall fragments of a deep purple-
colored flate, that had crumbled away from the ftrata which in
long parallel ridges lay in the direQion of eaft and weft.
Scattered among thefe fragments were black tumified ftones that
had much the appearance of volcanic fluggs, or the fcoriz of an
iron furnace. Several hills of the fhape of cones, fome trun-
cated near the top parallel to their bafes, ftood detached from
each other on the plain, apparently thrown up by volcanic ex-
plofions ; but a nearer view of the alternate ftrata of earth and

fand-
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fand-ftone, regularly difpofed in every part, thewed them to be
the effe@ of water and not of fire. This part of the defert
was more fterile and naked than had yet occurred. Scarcely a
plant of any defcription threw its feeble leaves out of the
flaty furface, except a few {pecies of the mefembryanthemum,
among which was one more luxuriant than the reft, whofe
leather-like covering of its flethy cylindrical leaves ferved our
Hottentots, when dried, for tinder.

’

About ten milés beyond the Buffalo river we encamped for
the night upon the banks of a fmall running brook called Geel-
beck, winding round a flat fandy marfh overgrown with rufhes,
and abounding with fprings whofe waters were ftrongly im-
pregnated with falt. All the naked fandy patches were thinly
fprinkled over with a fine white powdery fubftance not unlike
fnow: it was found in the greateft quantities where the cattle
of travellers had been tied up at nights; and it was obferved
almoft invariably to furround the roots of a fruitefcent plant
that grew here in great exuberance. I colleted a quantity of
this white powder, together with the fand, and by boiling the
folution and evaporating the water, obtained from it chryftals
of pure prifmatic nitre. A fmall proportion of a different alka-
line falt was alfo extracted from the liquor. The plant alluded
to was a fpecies of falfola, or falt-wort, with very minute
flethy leaves clofely furrounding the woody branches. It is
known to the country-people by the Hottentot name of Canna,
and is that plant from the afhes of which almoft all the foap,
that is ufed in the colony, is made. Thefe afhes, when care-
fully burnt and colle@ed, are a pure white cauftic alkali, a
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Each neft, however, has a feparate entrance on the under fide,
" and has no communication with its neighbour from within.
Sometimes one of thefe clumps of nefts will extend a fpace of ten
feet in diameter, and contain a population of feveral hundred
individuals. The aloe dichotoma, being the only plant met
with on the hills of this country approaching to the fize of a tree,
except the mimofa, which grows only on the borders of peri-
odical rivers, is generally the refort of thefe gregarious birds,
where they conftru& their temporary dwellings, when nature
calls upon them to fulfil the end of their creation.

It was on one of thefe edifices that the Hottentot fcreened
himfelf from the fight of the lion. Having remained filent and
motionlefs for a length of time, he ventured to peep over the
fide of the neft, hoping that the lion had taken his departure ;
when, to his great terror and aftonifhment, his eyes met thofe of
the animal, to ufe his own expreflion, ¢ flathing fire at him.”
In fhort, the lion laid himfelf down at the foot of the tree, and
ftirred not from the place for four-and-twenty hours. He then
returned to the fpring to quench his thirft, and, in the mean
time, the Hottentot defcended the tree, and fcampered to his
home which was not more than a mile diftant, as faft as his
feet could carry him. The perfeverance of the lion was fuch,
that it appeared afterwards he had returned to the tree, and from
thence had hunted the Hottentot by the fcent within three
hundred paces of the houfe.

It feems to be a fa&t well eftablithed, that the lion prefers the |
fleth of a Hottentot to that of any other creature. He has fre-
quently



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 395

quently been fingled out from a party of Dutch. The latter
being difguifed in clothing, and the former going generally
naked, may perhaps account for it. The horfe, next to the
Hottentot, feems to be his favorite food; but on the fheep,
perhaps on account of his woolly covering, which he is too in-
dolent to uncafe, he feldom deigns to fix his paw.

From the Cape to the Khamies berg, very little occurs in the
animal kingdom to intereft the natural hiftorian, efpecially one
who may have made a previous journey ta the eaftward, where
almoft the whole tribe of quadrupeds peculiar to Southern
Africa may be met with. In a Namaaqua hut I obferved the
fkin of a Jackal, with a black bufhy tail, that feemed to be
different from any I had feen on the other fide of the continent.
It was covered with thick fur. The dogs of the Namaaquas
were of the fame fort as thofe of the Bosjefmans; and it was
here obferved of them, that their tails, contrary to the defcrip-
tion of Linnzus, given as the fpecific charader to the domeftic
dog, were almoft invariably recurved on the right fide.

In our defcent of the mountain, we were driven to feek thelter
from the violence of the rain in a mixed horde of Baftaards and
.Namaaquas. The chief was of the former defcription. In his
younger days he had been a great lover of the chace, and his
matted hut within ftill difplayed a variety of the fkins of animals
that had fallen before his piece. He boafted that, in one excur-
fion, he had killed feven camelopardales and three white rhino-
cerofes, The latter is not uncommon on the fkirts of the
colony behind the Hantam mountain, and feems to be a variety
‘3E 2 only
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only of the African two-horned rhinoceros. It differs from it
in color, which is a pale carnation, in fize, which is confiderably
larger, and in the thinnefs of its fkin ; all of which may per-
haps be the effe@ts of age. Thefe people feemed to live very
happily together. They had horfes, and cattle, and fheep, and
gardens of no inconfiderable extent, well ftocked with pump-
kins, onions, and tobacco.

We met alfo, at this kraal, one of the nation above men-
tioned under the name of Damaras. From his appearance I
took him to be a Kaffer, and he was unqueftionably of that race
of people. He reprefented the Damaras as a very poor tribe ;
that their country along the fea-coaft produced nothing for the
fupport of cattle; and that their whole exiftence depended on
exchanging copper rings and beads, which they themfelves
manufa&ured, with the Briguas to the eaft, and the Namaaquas
to the fouth. From the Orange river to the Tropic, under
which thefe people live, runs a chain of mountains, that, from
the various accounts of travellers, are fo abundant in copper ore,
that it is every where found upon the furface. From this ore,
it feems, the Damaras are in pofleflion of the art of extra&ing
the pure metal. This man’s account of the procefs of fmelting
the ore was as fatisfatory as fimple. They make a kind of

charcoal from the wood of a certain mimofa, of which he gave
~ me a large bean, by fmothering it when burning clear, with
fand. They break the ore into fmall pieces. Thus prepared,
they lay the materials in alternate firata, within a fmall enclo- -
fure of ftones, on a clayey bottom. They fet fire to the char-
coal, and blow it with feveral bellows, each made from the fkin
' of





