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with us for half a mile or more' Or perhaps,"
when we were coasting down a grade, we would
round a sharp curve and surprise a hyena or a
pair of jackals huntmg mice in the tall grass.

Once, after passing through a bit of bush, we
ran rlght up to a secretary-bird that was stalk-
'mg along beside the track. He raised his
the ground preparatory to takmg ﬂlght but
we were under such headway that we overtook
him and, as he launched into the air, I brought
him down with a charge of number four shot.
Now his skin is in one of the blg cases in the
Smithsonian Institution. |

A few months later, when T was travelhng in

a “down train,” I related this experience to an
inspector who was a fellow passenger.

“I can understand why a novice might
think such a trip interesting,” he said. “But
we get rather accustomed to adventures ru
tell you one of mine. ), |

“There had been a heavy rain, and the road
south of Naivasha had suffered badly I put

several extra gangs at work to repair the dam-

age and then went north to oversee the construc-
tion of a bridge that had been swept away. A
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~seem Inclined to move;' Finally, one lay dVOWn,
 within twenty feet of the track. s
“In the hope that if we retired from their
sight the rhinos would saunter off, T ordered
the boys to run the car into the bush. There
we left it, and I walked back to the skirting and s
watched the brutes from ambush.
1 must have remained there twenty-five
minutes, but the rhinos did not change their
position. The delay was exasperating. Why
had I not brought my rifle? We should then
have had something with which to protect our-

selves, and I might have fired a few shots and

put them to flight.
“At last I had the boys bring up the carf

again, and once more we moved forward al-

though I had no clear plan in mind.
“When we were within a hundred yards of
the animals we halted and awaited develop-
‘ments. The rhino that had been lying down
‘rose, and stood looking in our direction; its
mate also showed signs of interest. :
“We began to push the car ahead. Nearerrr

~and nearer we came. The stupld creatures

simply stared at us until we were within ﬁfty'f "
yards of them. Then one puffed, snorted






7{; if'?218,._4 AFRICAN ADVE\TTURE STORIES







iﬁtxm to escape,‘ I “at one
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overta,ke the other ‘ma, long bef

. Van ,7 agaln the two came tea,rmg OII toward us,
. the boy now ﬁfty yards in advance of hls_'_f:fff'

p-pur uer””*‘

_,'ow wa,s our chance, for the boy wouldg reach ,, 5

The boy kept to the bank tﬂl he w

. Of S, ’Chen he ]umped down a,nd 301ned thek"f_
jiother two boys in pushmg the car. The rhino,
- cha,rgmg a,long the top of the ba,nk gamed on

. us a,pldly The ba,nk now sloped tpward the —,

ght 1t nearer our level , , -
I}{urged the boys to exert every b1t f’j}fthexr

 strength, and a few seconds later ‘they jumped
~ aboard, for the car had attamed such ;s‘:peed that

- ,~",§there was danger of thelr bemg 1eft behmd




