A gentleman writes from Calcutta to Land
and Water respecting the capture of a
rhinoceros for the CUalculla Zoological Gar-
dens. He says :—~When our old rhinoceros
died, about four months ago, I wroto to all the
neighbouring princes and Powers having
rhinoceros in their jungles, asking them to try
and catch a now rhinoceros for us, and I have
a fair collection of promiscs of the best inten-
tione on the part of many great and good men
to calch o rhinocoros for us this cold weathor,
But 1 luckily also wrote toan old native friend
nsmed Soyd Typmul Ali, who was a police
officer under me in Chittagong 35 years ago,
and is now u deputy magistrate of high rank
stationed in the district of Backergungo.
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wdjoining the Sunderbrun, in which a few
chinoceros are still to be found. My old friend
iindly undertook the task, and having found a
suitable agent in one Ramjun Ali, ahardy and
intelligent man from Chitiagong, Kamijan Ali
was despatched in a boat into the Bunderbrun,
ahout three months sgo, with four pative
huntsmen accuetomed to kill tigers and
rhinocoros in that inhespitablo region
of swamp and jungle, In the course
of timo they shot three rhinoceros,
the last of which was a female with s youn
one about eighteen months old (so far as 1
can guess). ‘Vhen the mother was shot the |
young one would not leave its mother’s body,
and the men think they might have easily
caught it the first day; but they thought it
vas too big to be caught by hand, so they
dug pitfalls in convenient places near the
mother's body, and for some doys tiried,
without success, to drive the young animal
into’a pitfall, At last they managed to find
the youug one on the side of a tidal ditoh,
full of rich, soft mud, into which they
pushed or drove it, and as it was struggling
in the deep mud, one of the huntsmen
pluckily jumped on its back and held on
by it ears, whilst the others hustled it until
& rope was got to secure the captive, after
which he was safely conveyed on board the
boat and brought to Calcutts, where ho now
adorns our Zoo. Ho stands nearly three feet
high, and from the end of his snout to the
tip of his tail he must be six feet long. His
body is 88 big round as that of a Shetlana
gnn}' ten hands high. In fact, when you see
im you cannot help feeling that the mﬂ{
way to catch him was to jump on his bac
and lay hold of his large projecting ears. I
tell you the tale as it was told to me by the
man Ramyan Ali, who brought the rhinoceros
straight to me, when of course I asked him

to tell me how they had contrived to catch
such a big animal,
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