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THE NAMIBIA WILDLIFE TRUST was formed in 1982 by a evoup of
concerned conservationists who were alarmed by the wilful

slaughter of game species in Namibia/South West Africa. A
prograrme of protecticn was worked out for the Jarge mammals
of the arid desert areas - in r:rtciular the elephant

“lack rhino giraffe and Hurtman zebra =11 of which occur
outside proclaimed game reserves or parks 1in an area commonl:
xnown as Kaokoland and Damaraland. Onc2 the Trust had been
cfficially registered in April 1982 we then looked for suppor:
wherever we could find it.

It is time we acknowladged the aid and support given by the
Peoples Trust for Endangered Soecies (United Kingdom) the
Endangered Wildlife Trust (RSA) and the Wildlife Society of
South West Africa which enabled our project to get underway.
The Trust is also ind:bted to the Department of Nature
Conservation for invaluable assistance in the translocation
of game. Without the backing that the abcvementioned
organisations have given - there would not have been a
Namibia Wildlife Trusct.

The top priority of the Trust however is the immediate
protection of the elephant and rhino which inkabit the desert
areas east of the Skeleton C-~ast Fark. It is an area of
incredible scenic beauty not of any mining or agricultural
sotential and almost uninhabited by humans. It is thus
ideal for conservation purposes and was in fact parz of the
original Etosha Game Reserve,




The groups of ivory and rhino poaclers who have been
cperating in the avea can cnly 'e thwarted by continual
patrolling and acute vigilance. We have put men in the field
in four wheel drive vehicles as anti- -poaching units to co-
operate with the Department of “atur2 Conservation in their
patrols and fieldwork. :.v preseni there are three staf:
members doing this work kot the area to be covered is vast and
it .s hoped thut frrther :sc-tributisns will be forthcoming s
as to enable the Trust tc empnloy a full team of fieldworkers
and thus help ensure a future for the precious wildlife of
these areas., At the same tiine the Trust has combined
educational work into the pregranme whicn is being run by
Carth Jwer-Smith who is well d;quaihted ~iti: the area and the
people.

The costs of running this project are high because of the vast
arva that needs to be covereu and the fact tlat operations are
mos. successful vhen backed up by small spotter aircraft

The Trust woulu lise to place cn record itf gratituce to Mr
Martin Bertens and Mr i'ans Kriess,, businessuen from Swaxopnund
1fu01 i.as becen provided by Trust 1uqos) whe provide and flv
T2 aircreft:

Time is of essence 'nd ore cannot azliow the oroje't to be

k234 up by lack cof funds if the pretec tion of the last ramnant:
¢f the elphants and rhino .urviving -ithin this unigue habaitat

t¢ wiich they have adapie” are to p~ saved, Should tre elephunt
and rhino hecome exterminwied from the dezcrt, it would be
extremely unlikely that they could pe vepiaced with animais fron
nore vegetated areas  as the inhersn knecwedge of the locsazion
c: hidden watetheles, scme imues as nuck az 70 kKilemetves apart,

is pzssed on from oenera icr to generatinn.

Ti:e Nezmibia Wildl:fe Trust has becom= a vital crganisation
which may well determine the future of the Northern Diser:
wildiife. At stake is the extinctiun or survival of the
‘desert' elephant and black rhinoceros, In a mcre
sentimental vein the Trust wculd Iike t  ercure that our
Z.alldren have the privilegs ¢! seeing an elephant cre. cing
the san  dunes of the “.mib «s thev have becn deing since
time immemcrial. in reality the irust .¢ doing all that
1s possible to safeyuerd an lrreplctable pert of a unigue
¢oosvstem,




