Rhino poachers kill for a few scraps of horn

Juiian Coleman

HICH aTlempl o
¢ popuianon of
wes from oblivion seems to be
:alimg. Two vears ago the country’s
wiiclife and parks department
decided that the only way to
deter poachers was to cut off the
rhinos horns.

Up to April this vear only 14
sorniess animals were kilied by
»oachers. it seemed that the policy
migh' be working Bur no longer.
There has been @ massacre of
w 1n bries and white rhinos © savs
Esmond Brzdley Marun of the
world Wide Fund for Niture who is a world
~pert on rhunos. Poachers have been par-
vularty active in Hwange National Park.
v hete 68 of ine 70 or so dehorned rhinos
z.e peen Kiled na tne stumps of therr
q0Ms 1eroved.

tven a2 newl dehorned rhino is worth
ailling. savs Bradiey Marun Around 15 pe-
-nt of tne horn remans atter the opera
1on. and 1t regrows at a rate of around half

t1lo a vear. A full s:ze¢ hom trom an Afri-

‘1 black “h:nc weighs betveen 2:5 and 3

1 stams Mam of those killed had peg

- - 4‘ “ e -
Ready for the saw: removing the horn is no deterrent

dehorned more than a vear ago. African
rhino horn can ferch $6000 a kilo on the
black market.

For the poachers. mostly from over the
border in Zambia. the stakes ar- high. and
thev take enormous risks. More than 150
poachers have been killed 1n Zimbabwe in
the past decade. “Thev are w.illing 10 get
very small returmns economucallv.” savs
Bradley Martin. “because they do not have
any alternative employment

The solution to the rhino crisis. he savs
is not dehorning. but better pohicine. as in
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nems N, None oo

b. poachers i the pas

in Namibia. where too-
puaching. the populition o
Is mncreasing.

In the longer term:
eftective way to protec: &
te knock the bottom «u-
marke: for horn. It o
tor raditional medicing
Eas: parmcularly for o1
in chiidren. and :o: o -
in Yemen. Bradiev Moo
morng alternatives to rn..- i"—‘r-_
for both. and 1s cautioushy optrmstc
his eftorts are paying off Dema i in Y€
has falien from 4 tonnes a vea n 11 3%
1970s to less ihan a tenth ot tha:. Dag®
handles are now more likeh I
from the horm of water buftalc .

In the Far East. horn from b:..:fafo &
antelope 15 pecoming an accep:..' . °
tute tor rhino horn. So. althouy: unpil®
of horn are dwindhing, the price
creasing The price of the mosi L
hom . from the Asian rhino. his not A%
whiie that o: African horn has aue?
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