
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wanke, The Story of a Great Game Reserve by Ted Davison was sent to www.stoprhinopoaching.com by his son, 
John Davison. In an e-mail to us John writes:  

Could the web site use scans of pages from my father's autobiography book "Wankie - The Story of a Great Game 
Reserve"? 
  
That book contains a full technical paper (7.5 pages)  written by my father and Dr John Condy the Vet who came 
down from the then Southern Rhodesia to take the eight rhino back to Zimbabwe from Imfulosi. This paper covers 
only the first, historic translocation but other convoys came down to Imfulosi at various times after 1962 until 1967 by 
which time 74 White Rhino had been translocated to various parks in Zimbabwe - part of Ian Player's tactic to spread 
the gene pool worldwide as he seemed to have some premonition of the problems these creatures face today that 
went beyond mere concern for the carrying capacity of Imfulosi in ecological terms! 

 
My father was in charge of the first vehicle convoy that came to Imfulosi in 1962 to collect eight White Rhino from Ian 
Player's team to take back to Kyle and Matopas Parks in Zimbabwe. The species had been regionally extinct for 
some 90 years in Zimbabwe before that convoy trundled back over Beit Bridge having been plentiful up there in 
Selous days. 

The rhino conservation efforts made by the various personalities here in Natal and in Rhodesia  
cannot be sold down the drain today! 

Maybe some of this history will motive the current day staff to go the extra mile in dealing with the current 
poaching pandemic! 

 
  
John Davison 
(Registered Wildlife Guide) 
Wildlife Experiences 
Pinetown-Durban-South Africa 
Telephone 27(0)317001497 mobile 0834550165 
 

Thank you John for sharing your father’s book with us. 


