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TAFIRS. b

earth by buman agenmecy, but the others have mostly a wery
reatricted geographical range.

The Tapirs. The Tapirs form o family of Perissodactyln
remarkable nt the present day for their anomalous

Ay - geographieal distribution, one species (Tepires
tndicus, §81) inhabiting the Malay countries, whereas the other
four are confined to Central and South America. The clue to this
pecaliarity is afforded by extinct speciea, remaine of which oeeur in
the Tertinry rocks of Europe, China, and North America. From
other living members of the suborder, Tapirs are distingoished
by having four front-toes; the hind-feet, as in the Rhinocaroass,
terminating in three digits. The nose i prolonged into a short
proboscis, and the molar teeth of both jaws are low.crowned, and
carry simple transverse crests, united in the upper ones by an
ounter wall. The pumber of teeth is 42, or only two below the
full typical eomplement. The hesvy form of the body, the small
sige of the eyes, and the shortness of the tail, are shown in the
specimens exhibited.  In the typical members of the genus, like
the Malay T dndicus (881) and the American T, ferresivie (B02),
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the nesal region of the skull is of pormal strocture; but in two -

of the American species (Tirpirns bairdi, 883, and T. dowi) a
bony partition divides the cavity of the nose into two divisions.
These two species are in consequence separated generically, or
subgenerically, as Tapirnfs. The young of all are spotted and
skriped.

Tapirs are dwellers in dense forest, where water is abondant.
In this they swim, and even dive, while they also enjoy wallowing
in mud, and in the deep forest wander about during the day,
generally alone,  Althongh naually slow in their movements, when
frightened they make violent rushes. Their food consists of
leaves, twigs, and fruits,

Rhinscarases. HRhinoceroses are the largest and bulkiest of

Rl the existing Ferimsoductyla ; aod although
Fumlly Rbinscarsliim, oufined to Alries and the Indo-Malsy
countries, in past epochs rapged over the greater part of Europe
and Morth Ameries. Their most distinetive featare in the presence
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of one or two horne in the middle line of the fore.part of the
head ; this, together with the presence of only three front toes, in
the living forme, distinguishing them from the Tapirs. The
upper molar testh are of & more complex type than those of the
Intter; and the lower molars have curved, instead of steaight,
cross-crests. The horos, s stated above, are attached only to
the skin, and have no eonnection with the bones of the skull.
Rhinoceroses have very thick skins—which may be thrown into
folds and carry but a seanty covering of bair—small eyes, and
moderate.gizged, tubolar ears. They show but little intelligence,
and slthough venally timid in disposition, display great ferecity
when brought to bay. Wherens, however, the Africsn species
attack with their horns, those from Asia muke use of their lower
tusks. Although the sight is dull, their senses of smell and
hearing are scate, Some kinds browse on the boughs of trees,
and others grage on grass; but all are fond of weter and of
wallowing in the mud.
Three species of Bhinoceros are recognised from Asia,
“:::1:““ in all of which the skin is thrown inte definite folds or
* flaps; while cutting-teeth are present in the front
of the jaws, and the nseal bones of the skall sre pointed. By fr
the largest of the three is the Great Indian Rhinoceros { Rbinoceros
unicornis, 989, fig. 5 ¢), in which the folds of the skin sre very
strongly marked, snd there arc large tubercles on the hind-
quarters, Only a single horn is present ; and the fold aeross the
shoulders is not continued over the back. The upper teeth are of
a complex type, with a flat plane of wear. This Rhinoceros
inhabits the tall grass-jungles of Assam, in which it forms * runs,™
or tunnels, eompletely concealed from view. The specimen
exhibited was presented by H.H. The Maharaja of Cooch-Behar.
The species is confined to India. The smaller Javan Rhinoceros
R. sondnicus, 1000) difers by the fold in front of the shoalder
being continued ncross the neek, and by the small polygonal plates
on the skin. The molar teeth are of & simpler type than in the
last, and wenr- into ridges. This apecies, of which a young
specimen and & skall are exhibited, rangea from the Sandarbans
of Bengal to Java., In the Bumatran Rhinoceros (R. [Dicero-
rhints] sumatrensis, 1001) the molars are of the same type s in
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the lnst, bat there are two borns, and the skin is smoother, with
no fold crossing in front of the shoolder. Although variable in
this respect, this species is the most hairy of all the Hhinoeeroses,
as it in the smallest.  Tts moge extends from the Bengal Sandar-
bans to Sumatra, snd there are severnl local races; the two
specimens exhibited belonging to the dark-coloured Malay race.
Afrd Africa is the home of two species of Rbinoeeros, in
Rhlnsearosas. both of which there are no distinet folds in the
skin ; teeth are absent from the front of the jaws of
the adult, there are two large horns placed elose together, and the
nasal bones of the skull are blunt and rounded, OF the two
species, the larger is the White Ehinoceros, also known as Barchell's
or the Square-mouthed Bhinoceros (Riinoceros [Diceros] simus,
1002, fig. & a), formerly vumerous in the districts to the north of the
Orange River, but now nenrly exterminated, although existing in
Central Equatorial Africs near Lado. The most distinetive external
features of this species are the short and truncated muzzle, and non-
prehensile npper lip; but it is also well chameterised by the very
complex pattern of the grinding-surfuce of the upper molar teeth,
which become worn guite flat, Its food consists solely of grass.
In the Common,or Black, Rhinoceros (. [ Dicercs] bicornis, 1003,
fig. B8) the wpper lip is distinetly prebensile, and the upper
molar teeth are of a simpler type, their grinding-surfaces being
ridged. This apecies feeds entirely on leaves and twigs., Thercis
great variation in respect to the relative lengths of the two horns ;
those individoais in which the second is ns long as or longer than
the first have received the name of Keitlon.

Horsas, This family, which includes true Horses, Zebras,
and Asses, is now pepresented ooly by the genos

Fanly Eyix. Equus, although in past times there were seversl
other types, From the other two existing families of Periaso-
ductyls, modern Equide are distingaished by the tall crowns and
comples structure of their cheeksteeth, in which all the hollows
and valleys formed by the infoldings of enamel are filled by
cement, s ms to form s grinding sorface of & perfect type.
Another feature is the presence of an infolding of the epamel in
the summits of the incisors, thus producing what 18 called the
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