7 %"AA
v URkon
‘»‘sv;-‘l TR

il

e
P ST £ N

F e LY
Egﬁ -

SN
Beport from
WHIPSNADE

By E. H. TONG

IN the carly part of the year we recerved
a commumcation frﬂm d'lﬁ ZMO at
Praha to the cffcct they had twelve
Przewalski's Horses which they had bred
trom stack brought m by Hagenbeck
1901, and that they had the permission of
their Government to exchange a par
After considerable negomamon and
journey to Prague 1 fine two-vear-old
pair of these tue anmuls armved ac
Whipsnade in May

As far as 15 known, Mongolian Wild
Horses lusve only twice been imported mto
Furore. At the end of the last century
Friedenick Falz-lem obtuned two mares
nd was later caven 1 stallion by the dhen
Tsar. In 1gor. at the inst-aton ot the
Elcventh Duke ot Bedtord, Carl Hagen-
beck sentan expediaen to Kobdo. a town

sinated under the northern slopes of the
Altar Mountans, in Mongoha.

Hagenbeck's representative  succeeded
n brinzing back =8 horses. Somce of these
went o Woburn Park, some ta Berln and
other European zoos. It is the descendanes
of these two importatons which are now
at Whipsnade. [n addidon o dus young
pair there s sull a very old pair of these
anmals at Whipsiade, the stallion having,
been born ar Regent's Park in Aueust,
1931, and the mare deposited by the Late
Duke of Bedtord in May, 1942

The pair of Indian Rlunuceros at
Whipsmide are the only ones m this
counayMohan.”" the mle. came ©
Whipsiade mo 147 and 15 now approxi-
mately ten ve s old, wnd “Mohmi,” which
mcidenudly, means “wite of Mohan.”
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came m 1932 and is approximately five
vears old.

Since her arnval the par have been
kepe 1 adjoining sheds, only one animal
beiny allowed 1 the paddock at a time.
A short ume ago it was decided that the
time was ripe for allowing them to meet,
without 1 heavy iron barred fence between
them. in spiee of the danger of a batdle.

Fortunatcly our fears, based upon
information received trom  other zoos
where similar experiments had been tried,
were quite unfounded.  “Mohan” and
“Mohini” were let into the paddock and
for a time stood facing cach other nodding
their heads, and caressing cach other with
their heads.  An uncxpected move by
“*Mohini” appeared to unncrve “‘Mohan,”
who ran snorting to the pond at the corner
of the paddock. He submerged to his neck
and refused to take further interest in the
proceedings. The following morning,
however. the two were discovered sleep-
ing in “Mohan's” apartments and con-
tinuc to live peacetully together.

The Kodizk Bear cubs have increased in
size and popularity since my lasc report,

Femzle Hippopota-
mus and  her calf
photographed at
Whipsnade.  Photo:
Fox Photas Lid.

and the birth of a calt to “Henry™ and
“Belinda,” the pare of Hippos. muakes 1954
a memorable one. The baby, at first
thought to be 1 female. was born on the
evening of the Queen's return from the
Commonwealth Tour, and was to be
numed Regina; subsequently the assump-
tion proved to be wrong and Regina by
popular choice becomes Reginald.

Other interesung brrths include two
Bison calves, tour Eland calves. two Ankole
heifer calves and one Zebra filly toal, the
latter the first for several years.

From the Quecn's collection we received
two Great Grey Kangaroos, two Red
Kangaroos and two Wallaroos, the first
kangaroos to be exhibited at Whipsnade
for many ycars. In addinon we also
received from Australia four Black Swans,
two Emus and two Dingos.

Ten Cape Penguins have been received
from the Guano Islands Protectorate and
added to the King and Humboldt's
Penguins on the Penguin Pool. and two
Wart-hogs, which have just completed
their period of quarandne, have been
transferred from Regent's Park.

Australian Lung Fish

By N. B. MARSHALL

1KE the coclacanth fish, Latimeria, the

Australian lung-fish (Neoecratodus for-
steri) 15 a survivor of a group of bony fishes
that were once widespread over the carth,
But, so far as we know, Latimeria 1s the list
of the coclacanths and 1t appears to be con-
fined to the scas off south-east Africa,
partculacly to the region norch ot the
Mozambique Channel.  Lung-fishes are
tound in the freshwatcrs of North Queens-
land. tropical Africa and South Amernica.
However, fossil lung-fishes have been
found in Europe, Great Britin, Green-
land, Australia and North America and ic
is interesting that nearly all occur in
tresh-water deposits.

The carly lung-fishes of Devonian umes
(about 300 million years ago) had racher
long bodies covered with heavily arm-
oured scales, while the paired (pectoral and
pelvic) fins had a scaly, presumably
muscular, lobe fringed by the fin rays.
The il was asymmetrical and close 1n
front of it were set the two dorsal fins and
an anal tin. These features were also
possessed by the  contemporary  tassel-
finned fishes (Crossopterygii), the group
to which Latimeria belongs. Undoubtedly
the Devonian relanves ot the Australian
lung-fish and Latimeria can be said to have
sprung from a common ancestor, an
ancestor that must have been quite like the
fish ancestor of the four-limbed verte-
br:l[cs.

While 1 all mam cexternal features
L."il"l'l:l 15 rcmark.lbly llkl: thc cﬂrllCS[
coclacanths, the Australian lung-fish has
a very different appearance from, sy,
Dipterus of Devonuan times. The scales
have lost the heavy armour, the number of
bones n the skull has been greatly reduced.
and the il fin 15 symmetrical and -
distnguishable from dorsal and anal sce-
tions. ‘These changes can be traced in the
fossil record: there 1s, for instance, a
remarkable series of lung-fishes showing
the gradual meraing of the dorsal fins and
the .ml fin with the caudal fin. Buc
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Neoceratodus sull possesses the paddie-like
patred fins with scaly, muscular lobes.

The lung-fishes are so called because of
their air-breaching habus and the lung-
like appearance of the swim-bladder from
which runs a pneumauc duct opening by
way of a glottis into the right ventral side
of the pharynx. When there is a plendful
supply of dissolved oxvgen in the watcr,
Neoceratodus breathes through ies gills, bue
from time to ume the water in which it
lives may become dricd up to a scries of
stagnant water holes. Tt is during such
times that its ability to risc to che surface
and ke atmospheric air into its “lung”
becomes of vital importance. While the
lung-fish survives. other bony fishes with-
out a lung-like swim-bladder die in
hundreds.

In the Burnett River of North Queens-
land obscrvers have seen (and  perhaps
heard) the lung-fish visiung the surtace at
intervals of half-hour to an hour. (The
acton of exhaling and taking 1n 1 fresh
supply of atr 1s said to give rise to spouting,
grunting and groaning noises.)

When the Australian lung-fish was
described 1in 1870 by Gerard Krefft, then
Curator  of the Austraban  Muscum,
Svdnev, there was much excitement
among  zoologists, perhaps almost as
much as that caused by the discovery of
Latineria.  Krefte saw that the peculiar
dental plates of this fish were remarkably
like those which had been found in Triassic
and Jurassic rocks and given the generic
name of Ceratodus by Louts Agassiz. In
1871 there followed a derailed mono-
graph on the anatomy by Dr. Albert
Gunther of the British Muscum (Natural
History). But long before this the carly
settlers in Northern Queensland had been
catung this lung-fish and called 1¢ the
“Burnctr Salmon” on account of the pink
colour of its flesh. (Now the fish is rigidly
protected.) As well as occurring in the
Burnctt Raver it hves m the Mary River.
Moreover, the “Burnctt Salmon” was



