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‘o THE RAIK 'DINKA OF
""“BAHR FL GHAZAL PROVINCE.

By Major G. W. Trthermgton.
PLATES XV—XXV,

D3 REA

35 Durmg the war.. (1917—18) cotton rcached a very hlgh‘ pricey

at Tokar. People made money and spent it too. A certain man had
a mistress and one evening she dropped in the dark her nose ring. ‘"YH‘ I3
lover took matches from his pocket but they gave insufficient hght S -

~ he rn,'lde a spill of a ten pound note and using it as a torch he found th
ring. He describes in the Habeit the pleasure it gave him to see he

front teeth that flashed out llke the hghtmng in‘ the north.

CHAPTER .
THE RACE.

‘ ]angom—]angl Momg Jang is their own name for their tribe, and
mywhere but in Africa they would be a nation, both from their numbers
f'ind the extent of the country they inhabit.

9" The Dinka show us pre-historic man at home in the twentieth
tury as uncontaminated by outside influence as any race that can
'found in the world to-day. They are an increasing people, flourishing,
ile, pastoral, and in the early Iron Age. They number about a
million persons. ¢

. EXTENT. :

" From the Bahr el Arab, in the south of Darfur, 400 miles south-
twards to the Nile about Bor, a strip about x00 miles wide is all
B Dinka country. From Bor northwards on the east of the Nile as far as
i [kenk (70 years ago, it is said, as far as Sennar), but with a large inter-
nmg wedge of Nuer about the Sobat and Bahr el Zeraf rivers, belongs
them ‘They stretch north of the’ Buhr cl Arab mto Kordofan and
s:,ur agam north’ of ‘the Bahr el Ghazal nver
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§ —sh .in English she. 4 s
td = pmecacummal ¢t and d (pronounccd w1th the tip of the tongu
. rcurled upwards and backwards ‘to its utmost). '

"3 = the: obscure vowel cg tha .man ; much used n Be(lavr—rie

P E —French é: w1th drphthonglsh tendency to gl -
: = vowel long. . -~ v T »
T = vowel very short. oo , ‘ o
""V— tomc 'lccent or stress ' eml oLy
| = dxphthong - € 3";4"‘ Jf‘."!'. Seh- 2 -
= hamza, glottal 'stop..: .n Ul e e - '

] Hrsrom : e
;A 'lhroughout thrs vast area thc sume hnguage and customary social

N ttle natro%ral conscrousness and no wntten language exist and there
his; small reason for distant mtcr—commumcatxon Modifications intro-
o ="occlusive final consonant not ,followed; by "the normal cxplos' duced by contact with neighbours are slight ('1Ithough they exist), while
_..- of breath; -the effect is to render  voiced consonant 'Ehe national character is conservatively resistent to such. .
R mdrstmgmshable from therr unvorced partners especrall_ i: . That they ever had one supreme head like thelr cousins, the Slulluk
o nlrkely and they have no tradition of it; but there can be no doubt

) sounds like -j> “.d like -, “and -g hke k. $
o Double "consonants are pronounced dxstmctly separatc as in Arahic a.t their social system and personal outlook, as we so lately found it,

. “DINKA " is the anglicized form of the Arabic Denkowi— )

system prevall but wrth the local vanatlons w]:uch are expected where -
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Fclans were concerned or, .worse dlfferent divisions it mlght smoulder on.
ifor years. -: Only recently the Government got peace made bétween: the.
£ 1oing Jang-andjAgarnicThe feud had been.so.long and-bitter.that no!

@ attempt'was made:to-balance the tale of killed .and injured,.nor of:cattle:

j spontancous land:.not - a Goverment ‘suggestion. : As a .result, when'
F Agar girls now marry into the Loing Jang, their fathers sometimes
B receive their own cattle in the bride-price—a strange conquest of reason
B over traditional prejudice.

18, HUNTING AND FIsHING. S
G, Game, big and small, is plentiful in the Raik country, and, except by
B 2 few professional hunters, it is little molested. Men travelling are cver
'y ready with spear or throwing-club for anything they may come upon
B suddenly, and a meal is often got in this way when an oribi, duiker or
B civet cat gives a chance. . Occasionally a party of young men with dogs
- will run down a waterbuck after rain, when the surface is soft: but the
& most killing methods are the various snares set for.the beasts. A’ pit
B is dug at their landing-place for hippo, but they are not:attacked in the
¥ water ; a party of Manganerr, whose speciality this is, will be allowed to
kill hippo in a Raik pool on a shares basis. Elephant are got by waiting
= up trees for them to come underneath, when they are speared behind the
B cad with a heavy iron harpoon and a log to weight it: At times, youn
P men will attack elephant on the ground with 'apcars out of bravado,
ut they are riot killed thus.::. . .- G s 0

¥: heavy nooses:of raw. hide are spread, .and a party of spearmen lie hid.
; Ifsa lion hagkilled:a human, or becomes a nuisance to stock, it is de-
k: liberately - hunted :down:and ‘killed :with spears, although some- of the
- ting of men’ are suréito be mauled. erat enables them to rise to this
. height of courage is the-absolute dependence they are able to place-on.
he support : of stheir- brothers :by- blood -or- initiation. - Rhino, if. they

g account of their dan'gerous habits, but are considered too invulnerable.
for attack. . -~ . n

-further south. It is set in a narrow path in the Rains, and ‘may slay

-

R .iided, and no blood price was demanded by‘anyone. This was entirely .

-4t Giraffe are driven in thick bush along a prepared fence to gaps where.

: come near inhabited .places, :are shepherded away by a war party, on.

"~ The log dead fall is. not a Raik trap, but has been’ borrowed from

“.




