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EHINOCEROS, 135

moves machines and carries burthens to which the
strength of six horses is scarcely adequate ; and that
to ‘this amazing force he joins covrage, prudence,
magnanimity and gratitude for kind treatment, we
‘cannet hesitate to give him the first place in the scale
of animal beings ; nor can we wonder that the ancients
considered the elephantas a prodigy, a miracle of
nature ; and that men have in all ages set a high value
on this greatest of quadrupeds, ;

Flattering m s;llf therefore that this epistle, al-
though long, m)ﬁ not appear tedious, 1 shall at last
eonclude with assuring yon,

I am most respectfully, dear Sir,
' - Your’s, &c,

LETTER XXIV.

# Cunst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the forrow?
Or will he harrow the valleys aller thee ¢

| b

BROOK OF JOB,

DEAR SIR,

HAVING in my last entertained you with an ac-
count of the elephant, I shall now be happy to add to
your amusement as well as information, by giving
on some knowledge of a quadruped which 1s indeed
inferior to it in size, but in strength is surpassed by
no other animal. .
THE RHINOCEROS '

"~ Is a native of the same countries, and inhabits th

same forests and deserts as the elephant. The length
of this animal from the muzzle to the insertion of the

“tail, is generally about twelve feet, and the circum-

ference of its body nearly equal to the length. The
form of the head resembles that of a hog, except that
the ears are larger and stand erect. It nose is armed

“with a formidable weapon peculiar to this animal,

being an exceeding hard and solid horn, which some-
times grows almost four feet in length, and renders it

a complete match for the fiercest adversary, Like
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the elephant, it i fﬁhﬁ:dﬁ'lile to ferocious 1m=,..$ i;ml;
perfectly m-fsﬂianﬁe to those 1{;{5 offer ﬁ]nu injury
iml ive no prﬂvucatmn. - L
body atid limbs of JI:’Fug animal q.rq cﬂﬂ:red
"ntﬁ a sk;h 50 hiﬂr]‘%i‘hd 5ifm rmetrahie, that it w:li turn
‘the edge of the shar, eﬁt 5-:: m&tnr, and (except on the
ha‘l'l:,r vill resist ‘ﬂtu fumﬂ of a musket-ball. This
“kin, which 5 of & blacki ‘shi ttu!uur futﬂis itself into

gwerﬂ folds by whmh l;lmhuns ﬂf the animal are
“facilitated.

- Tﬁeway th&@i&‘s 1e§a. %a;:ﬁ,_”‘jf, are eyery where
covered with tul ﬂﬂi# ‘%{1 : ’Y ich some w n-
terahﬁ’m_ enominated sc:ﬂes n‘t they are mere in-

ns :thﬁ skin, which in the creases betw een

a llghb EHEHJL f hlﬁ' animal 1s lar E,
~and 1ts legs short, Hﬁﬂﬁ ﬁ:}@t ‘i : its upper lip g
l{m capable of great, extepﬁ;lm'q, :u:ul, like 1Ee pml}ua-

cis 1:1" the elephant, serves to Jay hold of any thing
that. it would convey to its mouth.

The strength of the rhinoceros is the most Conspi-
euous ad mntng,e conferred on it by nature. 1t seems
ither to, pnrtuke of the stupidity of the hog, than of
Tﬁ sﬂgaqtj of the celephant; and, withouy being fe-
u-r:lﬂus, O ETE:II. carniyvoryus, 18 tntdll y untractable.
3 13 m Ltﬂrx numal, -loves moist  and marshs'
g_ » especially near the banh;s of riveys; an
ke tf]e hog, delights to wallow in the wire. It seems
to be subject to sudden parexysms of maduess, which
(are sometimes atten I with, fatal elfects, | A, rhipn-
ceros, which Emanyel, kipg, of ﬁ' ortugal, sent, as.a
P]‘E‘.“-E‘ﬂt t.ﬂ 1h& ape.A. D, H’r% Esprnypd the vessel
A which it ‘1}341 Ln}bprkﬁ:i, ,arL ﬂg £ years ago.an-
Iter wﬁu:h had. been exhibi ris, was drowp-
in n[giqu ar manner in E}mﬁqﬁﬁm fajn \ deot
Tiw oad n the . rhumcegl_qs t_a;:whg ly of the vegeta-
kﬁ £: Lll‘ll:_[.‘ lt seema Lo P .the Emﬁgqg‘t rbﬁ (14] ”hm
s.t aimte: ﬂtl;,ggv fond of the
H{%ar cq‘,n fl?’m#e njﬁ gra.m,. ¥ ﬁ,i_hearmg pf

Al Eﬂ"wﬁ A"' m & d iglistens wnina Lentign
to any kind o HOLSE ; m the peculiar construc-

ids ils not only EI&&EH‘FE— but quite soft and of

PSS s - WY



RHINOCEHOS, 137
tion of its eyes, itﬂ'ni‘ght is ‘defective, 'ﬂr;il u:%nlli; di-
rected only to objects immediately before jt. The
mcateness of its hearing, and impenetrability of its
skin, oblige the Kunters to follow it at a distance and
wateh it until it liés down to sleep, when they ap-
proach with “great precaution, and discharge their
‘muskets ail‘at once into the lower parts of its belly.

A fartus of rhis animal, which had been extracted
fromy ' the ‘mother, ‘was sent from Java, and depo-
sited in the royal cabinet of Paris; and the memo-
Tial . which ‘accompanied {this. l}irvi:é_nm_. stated, that
twenty-eight hunters hid assembled to attack the fe-
niale rhinoceros, and followed "her at a distance tor
some days, obseiviig i:u_i"é_fui_ly o regonnoitre het

togress; ahldl that having by these means surprised

et when usleep, they approached so near as o dis-
charge at one volley the cohtents of the twenty-eight
muskets into the vulnerable part of her belly. -

Withalit being useful like the elephant, the rhino-
ceros is extremely hvrtful, by the devastation that he
makes whenever he enters ‘any cultivated grounds.
His consumption of victuils is'exceedingly great.
In'the year 1743, Dr, Parsons publisied a minute
deseription of one of ‘thése animals that was brought
from Bengal into England. Though enly two yenrs
old, the expence of his foel and voyage amounted to
near 10001, sterling. Fle consumed every day, at
three meals, seven pounds of rice mixed with three
pounds of sugar, besides a large quantity of bay and

veen plants : he likewise drank a great deal of water,

In his disposition he was perfectly gentle, and would

suffer any part of his body to be touched, without
evincing the least displeasure; but when hungry,
or struck by ‘any person, lie became fierce and mis-
chievous, and an immetiate supply of food was the
only mean of pacifying him, : | o

A rhinoceros brought from Akham, and exhibited
at Patis in 1748, is said to have been extremely tame,
and ¢ven caressing. He was fed chiefly on hay and
eorn, but the attendants frequently ave him thorny
brafiches of trees and sharp and prii:k'lj-' ‘plants, with
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which he appeared much delighted, though They
sometimes drew blood from his meuth and tongue.

The only two animals ef this species that have been
brought into, England for a considerable number of
years, were both purchased for the menagerie, Exe-
ter "Change. The first, of which the skin 1s still pre-
served, came from the Fast Indies; arrivid in Eng-
land in the year 1790, when he was about five years
old: and was soon afterward purchased by Mr. Pid-
_cock, for seven hundred pounds.

His docility was equal to that of a tolerably trac-
table pig: he would obey his master’s orders, walk
about the room to exhibit himself, and even allow his
visitants to pat him on the back or side, His yoice
bore some rescinblance to the bleating of a calf, and
was most commonly excited when he perceived any

Ers]-:m"with fruit, or other favourite food in their
s, :

His food was invariably seized in his projecting
t:l)pﬂr lip, and by it conveyed to his mouth. Ie usu-
ally ate twenty-eight pounds of clover, the same
weight of ship-biscuit, and a predigious guaatity of
greens every day. He was likewise allowed five
pails of water twice or three times a day ; this was put
into a vessel containing about three pails, which was
filled up as he drank it, and he never ended his
draught till the water was exhausted. He was also
extremely fond of sweet wines, of which he would
sometimes drink three or four bottles in the course of
a few hours.

In the month of October, 1792, as this animal was
one day rising up suddenly, he dislocated the joint of
one of his fore legs, and this accident hronght on an
Cinflammation, which veeasioned his death about nine
months afterwards. [le died in a earavan near Ports-
mouth, and the stench arising from his body was so
intolerable, that the Mayor ordered it to be immedi-
ately baried. However, about a fortnight afterwards,
it was Fri?ately dug up during the night, for the pur-
pose of preserving its skin, and some of the most va-
luable cf the bones, though the stench was so power-
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ful, that the persons employed found the greatest dif-
ficulty in performing their aperations.

The other rhinocéros exhibited at Exeter "Change,
was considerably smallér than the former. It was
brought over in the year 1799, and was purchased by
an agent of the Emperor of Germany, for 10001, but
it died in a stable-yard, in Drury-lane, about twelve
months, after its arrival in this country, and two
months after it was sold by Mr. Pidcock. This ani-
mal is supposed to Le the uhicorn of the ancients, It
was known to the Romaus at an early ﬁﬁl‘iﬂd, and
Augustus caused one to be exhibited in is triumph
ever Cleopatra. - '

The flesh of the rhinoceres is esteemed excellent
l'?' Indians and Negroes. Kolben says, that he has
often eaten it with pleasure; but the skin is the most
‘valuable part, as it makes the hardest and best leather
of any in the world.  In the countries where the rhi-
noceros is found, its horn, and indeed almost every
part of its bolly, i3 estcemed an antidote against pol-
gon, as well 43 a rewedy against various diseases,

! ' | i) . qf [ E .
These virtues, however, are Euubt‘:ﬁ_l’{ no mgﬁf,!han
imaginary. The period of this animal’s life is sup-
posed to Le aBoat eighty years; but this, and its time
of gestation are equally uncertain, "7 L

'%hu double-horned rhinoceros is extremely rare,
and its existence was long copsidered as fabulous, or
at least, doubtful, until it was discovered at the Cape
of Good Hope, by Dr. Sparrman, who has published
a most exact anatomical account of this befere-unde-

“geried animal, which, however, does not appear ma-
terially to ditfer from that of which 1 have just given
a description, except in the circamstance of having
two horns, and in the appearance of its skin, which,
instead of being covered with armour like foids, has
merely a slight wrinkle across the shoulders, and on
the hinder parts, ' e

Mr. Bruce'’s account of the manners of the two-
horned rhincceros, is particularly worthy your atten-
tion. He observes, thut « besides the trees capable
of most resistance, there are in the vast forests withdin |
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“thie Tains, trees of softer consistence, and of a very
succuleut ;Euah_t'j!-, which seem to be destined for the
“principal food of this animal. For the purpose of
_gaining tlie highest branches of these, his upper lip is
*.ga"jﬂ:_h'!ﬁr'bf =h.‘¢,'“5 l'eﬁg'gh;isml;d out, 30 as to increase his
3 im_?;qr’bf q]?ljflﬂlg_'_‘hw[_l:m ¥ v_:ﬂ] it, in the same MANNET, A8
Ezﬂ*zqi&ﬁﬁlp_ﬂpﬁ Wit Wl;'.\iﬂ trunk. With this lip, and
t“"ﬂrlll‘ Hk?‘t'it‘d{:{:i;:' 0 )I:\m tongue, he pulls down the upper
“branches, which hive most leaves, and these he de-
vours first. ﬂfﬂrinﬁ“;} ipped the tree of its branches,
L’HE dés i iﬂm&@;&tq{y aﬁiﬁiﬁi@ljt; but, placing his
“ﬁiﬁﬁi‘.’ﬁ “"in’t!]'t«;a‘ﬁ'links as he finds his horng yill
_enter, he rips up the body of the tree, and reducesit to
nﬁ‘ &#ﬁsﬁhg@"&g téiall;g laihs; and when be has thus
""Eii' pared ]t';' he e saces as much of it as he cati jn
BT

1.
# When pursued and in fear he pﬂhe sses an asto-
“rishing degree of swifiness, ;ﬁquermg ’ﬂ]_é. auwieldi-
'*m;zs of his bedy, his great weight before, and the
i%glﬁ%lﬂgl}ﬁa 'e_-.'_as. Ht.':'ﬁ' not true, that in a plain,
Siid YL L

by

us jau 3#:1& twists it round with us wach
ox would do a root of cellery, or any small

| ;'I'_.l.-\. |

d
horse, in swiltness ; for though a horse
ery %:H'&ﬁ?d Jﬁi:;%ggﬁ this i merely, E;Efir;g tul_l_fin
cunning, He makes constantly from wood to wood,
1 and forces himself into the thickest parts of them; the
“trees that are dead or dry, are broken down as with a
‘cannon shot, and fall behind him and on his side, in
all directions; others that are more pliable, or fuller
“6f sap, are bent back by his weight and the velocity
of his motions; and after he has passed, restoring
themselves, like a green branch, to their natural po-
;ﬁtilq_ir'l:, ‘th?}agﬁ‘éi} sweep the incautious pursuer and
“his'hotse from the ground, and dash them in pieces
“against the surrounding trees.”” |
o i ‘hjr'i‘:‘é:‘i:'l;sl'kﬁall endeavour to amuse you with
'E;:rr;uar new t{;uriusi’t_y_.in,n?llilq{ﬂ, and 1n the mean time,
s leave to assure you, that
?i; = ,HJ,"ivi'rtiiﬂ"_éfﬁﬁﬁd:ah’écﬁﬁn,.ﬂﬂ# Sit,
¢ Ty Your’s, &c.
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