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manago the farm and preserve the game inside the inclosnre.

It would be necessary also, for the first fow yeara at least, that
tome responsible person should control the expenditure on the spot,
-give_genernl directions to the manager, and devote himself in the
ealving seasons to procuring 8s many species of game as possible from
various districts, to be turned loose in the inclosure. To defray the

. coat, of fencing, transport, and labour, an estimated eapital would be

required of about £5000.

SOUTH AFRICAN RHINOCEROSES,

Bir,—1In your issue for April 14 T read with much pleasure a com.
munication from Mr Tegetmeier, on the subject of the South African
ies of rhinoceros, but with special reference to the Rhinoceros
nmus, an animel which will, in all probability, become extinet within
s decade or two, and of which, therefore, it is important that some
well-preserved specimens shonid be extant in onr museums. The
two skins, &e¢., complete, which Mr Coryndon has procnred for Mr
W. Rothschild, are not only valuable as_specimens of a little-known
animal of gigantic size und most uncouth form, but will probably be
..among the last memorials obtainable for the inspection of the
- paturalistic world ; sud Mr Coryndon is entitled to great praise for
- his exertions in obtaining theso interesting spolia, in spite of diffi-
culties which I, at least, as an old African i:mnter, can duly
- appreciate.
* In the hope of contributing my mite to the amount of knowledge
possessed of the several species of South African rhinoceroses, 1
verture to write down some reminiscences of a career in the South
African hanting veldt, extending from 1849 to 1883, and therefore
Inclusive of & period of which more modern Nimrods can form but
a fau.lh idea, as regards the vast quantities of '' big game,’”’ and
[ ¢ of rhinoceros, which then roamed over the northern
parts of the Tranavaal, the Limpopo country, and Matabele land,
. Between the commencement of my hunting career and 1836, rhino-
-eeroscs were in these parts to be seen in great numbers by any
* traveller, and no ‘* spooring’’ was necessary to bring the hunter
within ghot of the mi;gty game. Indeed, black rhinoceroses infested
the immedinte banks of the Limpopo and itssflluents in sach numbers,
and their aggrecsive proclivities were so much in evidence, that it was
m necessary to shoot them down in defence of the traveller’s
_-equipnge and attendants. For mauy years, indeed, Boer huntera
~'und some few Englishmen shot rhinoceroses in the intersals of their
tlephant hunts for the sake of the whi}as (** jamboks ) to be made
ang and fairly thick, fetched
abonk 8. u ponnd for the Chins matket; in fact, the value of an
- 8dult thinceeres was abont £13, g9 that hunters only limited their bag
to the amonat of ayailsble transport, i
hree kinda of rhincceroses are to be found sonth of the Zambesi.
The Rhinoceros simus stands at the head of the family as being the
h‘gﬁtkpﬁi’s&&ng the longest anterior horn, and an immense gro-
wfu‘llllﬂ ead, indicative of antediluvial ancestry. ‘L'he measurements
made by Mr Coryndon of the two specimens he got indicate yonng
8nimals with nearly full statnre at the shoulder, but bardly up to
mark as fine kypes of the watured animal in other respects. He
also omitted {5 send ns the length of the characteristic heads of
_Hese specimens, measared from the Hp of the ness to the jmacton
¥ith the neck, In aduit animsls the head thus measured will be
tbout 6ft,; and T bave preserved s mote of one very large male,
whoee hend messared Gft. din, The horns, too, of Mr Coryndon’s
;% 0ses are very much shorter than I have ever eeen earried by
lnnnlt rhinccereses of this species, which generally approach 3ft. in
ki}gu" and sometimes the horns extend to 40in. or more, Ore which I
la!;l:d on the Timpopo in 1355 bad an snterior horn of 2. ; and the
R | Mr Oswald killed one with a horn of 40in. in the same locality.
i “mﬂ:i being of 3 lasy, peiic disposition, and generally fat enongh
“‘zhl!ﬂ'o o large sapply of very palstable tacon in additien to his
-Other wses, bas been ruthlessly bunted, and, never barving been so
Dimnergus a5 R, bicernis, his race is rap, and he will ehortly disappear
%3 a lising entity, ’
tir, ¥ think, very unlikely that any living specimen will arrive,

for it '5a on f
< b of the question to expect the captare of su adult
m&"“h&h' even 1ch2.nght, would soon die from the effects of a
()

r: and young znimals seldom live in captivity more
3 few days, EVenSw}mr% plentifally suppled with fresh milk and
te food. “Indeed | was obce ambiticas of sending a specimen
Inmne, and fitted oat an expedition for the capture of some specimens.
, We caught nine sonnz apimals of sarious sizes, bat they all

.11

108 metory. measored with s steel tape line, this remarkable horn
measures over the outside curve, from base to point, 1 mdtre 53 centi-
mdtres, which is about 61in., I think, in English measurement. When
it is remembered that 40in. is a good length for the horns of a full
grown sable antelope holl, and that 46in. is the length of the record
head, it will be seen that this horn in the Florence Museum is 15in.,
or all but one-third, longer than the longest sable antelops horn
previonsly known. Uunfortunately there is no history attached to
this horn in the archives of the Florenco Museum. It iz merely
“No. 1279, The Horn of an Antelope,” in the catalogne, However,
it is sither the horn of n rable antolope from South Africa of very
abnormallength, or else the horn of some very nearly allied species,
differing possibly from the sable antelope, much in the snme way that
the South African gemsbuck (Oryx capensis) differs from the shorter
horned gemsbuck og Fast Africa (Oryx callotis). Is it poesible that
such a species can exist in the country to the south of Abyssinia, and
that this horn can have been brought down to the Italian settlement
on that coast ? It is the country to the south of Abyssinia from which
the long thin rhinoceros horns have lately been brought, I believe,
though the beasts which bore them have never yet been seen by s
Enropean eye; so thab it is not saltogether beyond- the range of
probability that a epecies of antelope nearly allied to tho sanble
antclope, but carrying much finer horns, may also exist there,
Hotel Hungaria, Pesth, Hungary. F. C. Srrovus.

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
ADDITIONS TO THE MEFAGERIE, BEGEST'S PARE, FBOM MAY 21 TO MaY 27,

pate! Name, l Country. I How obtained. mgﬂgﬁé‘éﬂ
'11y {1 Brown Capuchin{ Guiana ....... | Presented by Mr | Monkey
{Cebus fatnellus) 4 C. Q. Frazer Honse
10 3
w :2 Hoary Snakes (Coro- S. Africa ...... | Prosented by Mr | Reptile
| nells cana) J. K. Matcham | Houaso
. 11 Crosssd Sna;ie)(f’sam- Ditto wene | DittO ... ... | Ditto
mophis crucifer .
" ll_In.‘!e]_mal_Sna):e(Boodon Ditla ... Ditto ... ... | Ditto
2 i1 Bmwn‘ Capuclin | Guizna ......... | Presented by Mise! Monkey
i (Cebus fatuellus) & . Marrya House
11 Reindeer (Rangifer; ... Rarn in the Me- | Moose
" tarandus) @ nagerie Inclosure
» |1 Japanere Deer (Cenus Ditto ..o, | Deer
| sika) © ) Padidocks
w |1 Yellow-cheakod Amn-| Hondnras .. Deposited ... | Parrob
=on (Chrysotis aulum- House
B
o Enaﬂhmtor Tcmph;s N. America... | Ditto ..o R}eiptl!g3
selydra serpentina. ous
23 |1(m‘$'gi:t:be!hed Sea ! Australia ... | Purchasad ......... | Eagle Aviary
l Eagle (Halisetus len-
ter) .
- ‘e%ggfgf‘;wmgspigenn; Ditto . | Ditto ....coversenenn | Western
| iLeacosarcis picatal . Arviary
24 o Fonr-homed Antelopes India ... | Presented by Mr Gazelle 8heds
i {Teaceros  quadri-| W. F. Sinclair
i cornis & & ) .
. lsgf;c‘gk Doves (Columl-a‘Bnt. Islands PI‘;ESE{I.\\P"?H?EJ;“ hl{;z‘]i\:r;(crnn
95 4  Common Swans | DItO ........... \Pressuted by Lord) Duck I'onds
' “{Csgnus olor) ! . Rraybrooke
25 @Jameson’s Gnlla Larne - Anstralia ... l}’ml;tuﬁl by \Sﬂl: Finrti-rt\r;;
i) H I
novee hollandi} i Mueller,K.C.3M.G.
ar @ Nattariack Toads Brit. Islands | Presented by Miss Rentile
" (Bufo calamita} i Peck House
& Male, Q Female.

NOTES AND QUERIES ON NATURAL HISTORY.

y EETLES AT THE Z00LOGICAL GARDENS.,—Two
rcr?%ﬁ?gf};{ia}l}h beotles have just been placed in the Insect House,
Zoological Gardens.” They have beeo present‘ed by Capt. A, L.
Mitchell, of Cullercoats, Northumberland,.—A. T.

LENGTH OF ADDER.—Seeing yonr necount of the two adders
killed near Aldershot measuring %in. and a fraction each, I write to
gy thot Mr W, W. Blest killed, at Bidde_nden, Keut, some years 8go an
adder messuring ?%n. He wasstaying with meat the t‘\me.-—ﬂk.\ RrY B,
Biges (Lympen Viearnge, Ifythe). "I'he dimensions nbove given
are so wuch in excees of the average length of an adder, which rarely
Ineasures more than 20in, to 2in., that we ventnre to suggest that
ringed snake must bave Leen mistaken for it.—-ED. ft @ ot

~—I have read with interest the account o
' lgg"}:’?}wiﬂ%fpreﬁew of **'The Magazines”’ (Field of May lS’),
page ;27), though 1 hare not seen the_article in the Gentleman’s
Mceasine there referred to, The plant is common 1n 20mo purts of

will be better understood by
long to be here quoted.—ED,]
_VELVET SCOTERS IN RYE BAY,—The scoters 1ately noticed in.
this bay have most likely dropped back from the Trapegeer ehoal in the
Zuidcote Pass, off the frontier- between France and Belginm, the
reason for this being the long continnance of northerly winds, which
render the whole of that part of the coast broken water. ]
Trapegeer shoal from October to April, or later, is frequented
by an incredible number of both kinds of scoter to such an estent,
that when they rise en wmasse they frequently obscure the sight of the
buoys which mark the north sido of the shonl water, and thus
temporarily increase the difficnlty of navigation, These scoters
should now be en route for the north and their breeding stations ; it
is, therefore, likely enough that somae of them drop their eggs, though
that these are recovered whole from tha trawl seems more unlikely.
Your correspondent should send a few for identifieation to the
Natural History Museum at South Kensington, for, though possibly
the velveb acoter nests annually in Scotland, English specimens of the
eggs are unknown.—T. M. Pixe (Swunage). [The late Mr E. T,
Booth, of Brighton, so well known for his remurkable collection of
British birds, was of opinion that thero was good reason for believing
that the velvet scoper nested in parts of the northern llighlands of
Scotland ; bat definite proof of this has not yet hoen obtained.—Ep.]
A TALEKING ROOK.—Tt many intorest some of your readers to
know that thero is s talking rook in my neighbourhood. True, his
voics is mther gruff, but his emphasis leaves nothing to be desired.
He is the property of Mr Oram, gamekeeper to Surg.-Gen. Bowen,
of the Abbey, Banwell, and is seven years old,  I1is proud possessor
put him through his paces for my amnsement, and informed
me {hat in May, 1887, while in the service of Sir John Ramsdon,
this bird was blown out of the nest while callow, and the keeper took
him home, like the bagman’s pup, *' to eat of his bread and drink of
his cup,”’ which he does verbatim et lileratism, sharing a cup of cider,
beer, or whisky with egual relish and with the same moderation,
Asked where are you going, the rook replies, ‘“ I don’t know,’” with
an emphasis on the first person and an_inflection of the voice it is
ssible to believe without hearing, Hisrépertoire is considerable,
and his friendshipa peculiar, He is on intimate terms with the dogs,
cats, and other pets of the keeper’s home, but, in the words of his
owner, will have nothing to do with his own kind, ‘L'be ambassadors
have beon seen on many oceasions from a neighbouring rookery
tempting him to forsake Lip alleginnce; gn thess oconsions
he is alarmed and angry, flying into the house in much trepidation,
During my visit, and in his intervals of what may be fairly described
as copversation with his owner and myself, he made frequent visits
to a rosc-Lreasted parrot, taking straws to her, and, as I thought,
rather unkindly repeating an invitation to ‘‘come on,” which,
having no opporturity to comply, may have rendered Polly sulky, for
she alone of tho happy family seemed indifferent to his friendly
advances, Remembering Major Hawkins Fisher’s interesting notes
on rooks, I inguired if the instinct of nidification had been observed,
and was informed that the first year ho spent in o eage, and had ever
since had his liberty, building a nest in s fir tree the third year of his
life. In one year he built twonests, as the first did not give him satig.
faction; bub cach year he has built one, and always in a fir. His
flight is quite eqm!.l) to that of any wild bird, and thn way he wheeled
round the houso gave me the impression that he could turn more
quickly than his wild brethren. I gm’e thought this bird worth men-
tion, as T have never known & rook to talk, though in my days of
¢ preater freedom and less responsibility 1 \mde]'bnuk the education
of numberless jnckdaws, mngpies, jays, and starlings, some of which
showed considerable linguistic attainments,—HARoLy LEEREY,
M.R.C.V.S., &c. ['I'he nest building propensity suggests ihat the
bird is & ‘“she,”’ not s *‘ he,” and if a young cock rook could be now
procured, the result might be the foundation of n rookery close to the
hoase, un event which might be welcomed.—Eb.]

referring to the context, which iz too

g PROTECTION.—In committee on the bill in the Houge of
antInnglsBH}rD this purpose, Lord Crauberne intends to movre to add to
Clause 2 the words, ‘* Provided that no such a plication shall be made by &
county council except npon the ground that the pnrhcu[tu- mpeeies 1B withe
out the protection of this Act in dqngcr of becoming extinct in the county,
nor uhnlrn Secratary of State exercive the powers conferred by this section,
anless he is gatisfied that sucha the eage.”  Kr 1, H, Bayley hag given
notice to mose the following clanse: ' That no birdcatcher at any time of
the vear be allowed to set bis nets or snares of any description within ffty
yards of the high rond, or of any park, garden, or common unless by per-
mission of the owner of such park or garden, or the conservators of such
common,”




June 2, 1804 —No. 21¢2.
e 2 ,

: o to my proposal. to be sent eighty miles. and each one that
Mﬁ:ﬁgms 1 be Furcha‘sed by me for the sum of £10. It is
TE less to say that, slthoagh many fauciers believe in what they call
a]e: bowing instinet, not one was willing to risk the loss of his birds
byassistjﬂg me in carrying out this experiment. It is guite possible
AT bad been ‘ormed with many birds, one or two might have
rctﬂ;“ed to my place; bat that woold have been no proof of any
pstinct, 88, bAd this existed, all of them should bhave retarncd,
hereas every pigeon-fancier knows the necessity of yearly training
- }is birde, by stages, in order to get them to do any ecnsiderable
I nce. W. B. Tesrruznieg.

_rEE PRESERVATION OF AFRICAN BIG GAMNE,

A PROVISICRAL committee of Fnglish epsrtemen and naturalista
having beea formed for the purpose of devising eome scheme for the
 otection of South Afriean mammals, the following statement bas
P en drswn up by Capt. A. St. H. Gibbons for the consideration of
- fho British South African Chartered Company :

¢ is s votorionz fact that many species of South African game,
.gotably such as have not receded northwerds before the ndvance of
- Tolonisstion, are becoming £o ecarce that some of the rarer spesies
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came to grief, after causing an infinity of trouble and grent e
: ¢ ent, expense.
1.01‘\} Derby (1 think the grandfather of the present nobleman) slso
e"‘dp ‘k;)_'Ed A compatent man with the object of procuring & R. simus,
and his attempts also resulted in complete failure, althongh, asin
my l‘ﬁe. geveral young ones were canght, Asis well known, these
ltlltxnml s Are 28 o rule non-aggressive, but when one does turn on
the hunter, he is & far more formidable opponent than his cousin
t slupbahle and fierce black rhinoceros, as his system of warfare
indicates soperior intelligenco and perseverance; and I_well
remewber a veri(unpleusunt interview with one which chased me,
with a0 empty M.L. gan in hand, round ap unclimbable anthill
ll‘lome 20ft. high and perhaps 15ft. in diameter, for fully a quarter of an
our, bat eventually he snbsided from the effects of n lung-shot I had
given him with a 30z, bullet.
be local name of white rhinoceros has been, T think, given to this
species frolpv the comparative frequency of albinos among them, and
not, as Mr Tegetmeier suggests, from soil stains ; indeed, I have myself
ehot three of this species of n light yellow or crenm ocolonr. 'Ihe
normal calour, however, is a dingy black.

The black rhinoceros, or R. bicornis, used to be far more numerous

' shortly follow in the wake of the now estinct qu unless
‘2!1 aro taken to Xt.eapne them before it is too late. s
“"ffi meet this end it is proposed—

1, That & society be formed which shall have for its object the
preservation of small herds of each of the thirty-five to forby distinet,
species h“mi their habitat within measurable distance of the districts
selected for the inclosure proposed below.

9. That for this purpose n suitable tract of country—of, say,
100,000 acres—be inclosed with a wire fencing, strengthened by a

trong live fence of thorn on the outside.

. 1t is hoped that the B.B.A. Chartered Company, in consideration

of the objects of the socie(zl.smay allow snch an inclosare to be made
in the district near Fort 8ali

bury, which has already becn reserved
- for e by the company.

ke y
Tn this district the eland, koodoo, roan and sable antclopes,
artebeest, sebra, blue wildebeest, reedbuck, and other species still
. exish, herds of which could with little difficnlty be driven into the
. joolosure.

. To these could be added the young of other species not indigenous
{o the district.

Mo avoid overcrowding, the herds of each gpecies would neces-
_arily be limited ; the species marked * in the appended list, as being
- more immediately threatened with extinction, to twenty, and others
to twelve, or thereahouts,

© -Eland Vaal Rhebuck
Koodoo *Bontebuck
Boan Antelope *RBlesbuck
Sable Antelope Duiker

. Gemsbuck Steinbuek

-~ Waterbuck Oribi
Bluo Wildebesst Grysbuck
Tsessche Klipspringer
Hartebeest (B. casna) Blnebnck
Hartebeest (B. lichtensteini) Natal Bedbuck
Pallab *White-tailed Gnu
Bushback i’l‘ sylvaticus) Damara Antelope
Bushbuck (T, seriptng) Gimfte
*Speke’s Antelope Ostrich
*Inyala Warthog

. Beedbuck Bushpi
Tiechwe Zebra (%3 montanua)
2Pookoo Burchell's dao,
Spriugbuck Chapman's do.
HBed Bhebuck

3. That a8 a means of profit, specimens be exported for the use of
existing zoological societies, at market prices.

" For this end, calves wounld be taken from their dams as young as
poesible, reared on cow's milk, and shipped at Beirs, which will, no
iSmxbt, ghortly be connected with Fort Salisbury by mil, A farm

" would be necessary ontside the inclosure, to provide milch cows for
rearing purposes.

.« 1Y * & 1. %

than R, simuos; but being fierce, nnpalatable, and having a shorter
horn, he was not so much hunted as his white congeuer, until the
latter was getting scarce, when his happy days soon ended, and very
few are now to be had. The anterior horn of the adult Ybicornis
seldom excecded 30in., and a number of them would probably average
24in., but they are thicker, aud of closer textnre than those of the
white rhinoceros. As a diahincﬁva name to the black rhinoceros,
¢ I_m-m-ms" is misleading, inasmuch as all the Sonth African
rhinoceroses have two horns. In somo of the almost inacoessible
mountain ranges of the north-cast corner of the Tramsvaal, nnd
grohably in other localities, a species or variety is, T believe, still to

e found much better entitled to the name *‘ bicornis,”’ inas-

much as the posterior horn exactly resembles the anterior both in
length and shape, I have s suspicion that this variety is very little,
if at all, known to maturalists, and on that ground will veuture a
rough deseription of him,

This rhinoceros is known to Boer hunters by the name of ** even
lang horn.”” In form he exnctly resermbles the black rhinoceros on a
reduced seale.  If my memory of the few occasions on which I hnve
interviewed him is correct, his height at the shoulder would not
exceed 5ft. He is a bush eater, and therefore bas the prehensile
upper lip of R. bicornis, but his dingy hide hes a distinetly bluo
gheen, and for this reazon he is often called by the Boers ““klsin

blauwetze "’ (the little blue one). The horns, however, are quite
different in shape and size from thoso of the other members of the
rhinoceros family. Both horns are of the same length, about 16in. ;
at tho base they aro about a8 thick as & man’s wrist, and from thence
they taper upwards, and terminate in a semi-circolar and very
gharp edge, like that of an ordinary table-knife. These horns are
very dense in texture, and are perfectly straight., Personally T have
only shot ome of this kind of rhinoceros, for the impracticable
nature of tho country in which I have met with them precluded nll
chance of utilising his remains ; and he is, T have heard, « ctostable as
food. I have, however, seen a good many of the horns, and can
speak with certainty on that point.

With regard to the Keitloa rhinoceros, T am bound to sy I do not
recognise him as o distinct species, and [ think the name has beon
glven by the natives mere}iy on account of some accidental malforma-

ion of the horna of individual animals of the black rhinoceros.

Bobertson, Cape Colony, May 8. G. NICHOLSON,

REMAREABLE HORN OF SABLE ANTELOPE.

BIr,~It may possibly interest thoso of your readers
conversant with the horn mensurements of African game, to kuow
that there is 1n the Nabural Ilistory Museum of Florence, Ttaly, s
single horn of a sable antelope (Hippotragus niger) of & most cxtra-
ordinary length, This horn, lying at the baok of one of the cases,
attracted mny sttention directly I saw it, ws the first glance assured
mo that it was far longer than any other sablo sutelope horn that I

who are

New Mexico, I beliove the scieunlific nnme is Oxytropis Lambertiana ;
it is not unlike the British O. Uralensis, I was shown a locoed horsa
which was supposed to put his head down and take an imaginary
drink from a.bluﬁ_nbouh 100ft. above a dry rivor bed, and then to
walk away with his thirst satisfied; bat, thongh I led him to the
right plage and showed him the invisible water, I could not make
hug d‘imﬁ. It was probably a good enoungh yarn for a** tender foot."”

SPRING MIGRANTS IN NORTH YORKSHIRE.—Some of our
migrants ara unusoally searce during the present season in thia
locality, among which may be mentioned the wood warbler, grass.
hopper warbler, chiffchaff, tree pipit, and pied and spotted fiyeatchers,
Redsinrts and whinchats algo nre perhaps not quite so plentiful as
usual. On the other hand, the blackcap, garden warbler, redge
warbler, willow wren, whitethroat, and sandpiper are fairly abundant.
The bawfinch has again nested near here, ans the oggs, like othora
we have observed daring the past few years, are of the blueish type,
as given in llewetson’s work on eggs, plate 52, fig. 8. My nttention
was first called to the breeding of the hawfinoh in this district by the
capture of young birds in the garden nets, attracted no doubt by the
green peas. e have not heard the note of the landrail and ouckoo
80 frequently as usual, owing probably to the excessively cold weather.
—JamEs CartER (Burton House, Masham).

THRUSHES FEEDING THEIR CAPTIVE YOUNG.—Some days
ago 2 thrash’s neat fell from a tree in the garden of a friend of mine.
Threo of the thrushes wore unhurt, and were put in a wicker cage
and hong up in the tree, and for three days the parent birds fod them
through the bars. On the third day the young were found dead
nbout & couple of hours after the old bird had been seen to feed them.
My friend told his gardener they were dead. ‘*Oh, yes,”” he said,
‘it is alwanys 80; the old birds poison them when they find thoy
can’t get them out of the cage,”” On mentioning the circumstance,
I have found it a general beliof that the old birdswill kill their young
nnder snch conditions. Now, can you tell me whether this idea
prevails in any other part of the country, and what amonnt of truth
there can be in it P—C, B. H. [We have heard or read somowheres
of this popular notion, but have no faith in it. If our correspondent
bad forwarded the dead birds, we would bave endeavoured, by a

poatjmortem oxamination, to ascertain the nature of their last mmenl.—
Fp.

THE NIGHTINGALE IN CARDIGANSHIRE.—On May 18 I
heard, for the first time in Wales, a nightingale singing in ROm®
woods on Perthgronwy Talgarreg, near Llandyssil. It wns aboub
10 a.m., and the weather at the time was warm and sunny, just after
a shower. I heard it for half an bour, and saw it as well, and having
been for years in England accustomed to its note and form, I copld
not bo mistaken in its identity. If any of your readers have heard it
g0 far westward in Wales, or evon in the middle part of it, I shonld
be glad to receive communications about this or any other observa~
tions about any animals or birds seen in Wales geverall
supposed not to visit it. I have often seen reports in newspapers a
different times that the nightingale had been heard in Wales, bub I
bave no recollection that this was verified by competent witnesses.
Buch reports might easily arise in many caces by mistakiug for the
nightingale’s the note of tho blackeap, a bird found often in Wiles,
and in its rong regembling it ; but the former is vasily distinguishable
by the timbre of its voice and peculiar objurgatory note.—CAMBRIAN
NATURALIST,

TWO CUCK00'S EGGS IN ONE NEST.~~While strolling over
Ashtead Common, in Surrey, lagt Saturday, I noticed & hedgesparrow
dart hurriedly out of & gorse bush a few feet away, and on looking
into the bush, I found her nest, which cnn_taingd_thwe of ber own
eggs and twoof those of the cuckoo. I believo it is & raro ocenrrence
to find two eggs of this bird in the same nest. Thee were-totally
unlike cach other, ons being much larger and of o lighter eolour,
whils both were slightly set. This locality seemsto ben favourite resort
of thishird, for on the same afternoon I henrd at least a dozen different

cuckoos calling from varions directions at the sameo . tirme,—W. R;;
* Qur Bummer Migrants,

had ever reen before. On applying to Professor Gielioli. the

Pope. [In the chapter on the cuckoo in n
it is romarked (p. 280) that ' two cuckoo’s exes of . diffarent. rnlom®
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South African rhinoceroses
Sir, - In your issue for April 14 I read with much pleasure a communication from Mr
Tegetmeier, on the subject of the South African species of rhinoceros but with special
reference to the Rhinoceros simus, an animal which will in all probability become extinct
within a decade or two, and of which therefore it is important that some well-preserved
specimens should be extant in our museums. The two skins &c. complete, which Mr
Coryndon has procured for Mr
W. Rothschild, are not only valuable as specimens of a little-known animal of gigantic size
and most uncouth form, but will probably be among the last memorials obtainable for the
inspection of the naturalistic world; and Mr Coryndon is entitled to great praise for his
exertions in obtaining these interesting spolia in spite of difficulties, which I, at least, as an
old African hunter, can duly appreciate.
In the hope of contributing my mite to the amount of knowledge possessed of the several
species of South African rhinoceroses. | venture to write down some reminiscences of a
career in the South African hunting veldt, extending from 1849 to 1883 and therefore
inclusive of a period of which more modern Nimrods can form but a faint idea. as regards the
vast quantities of ‘big game.” and specially of rhinoceros, which then roamed over the
northern parts of the Transvaal, the Limpopo country, and Matabele land.
Between the commencement of my hunting career and 1866, rhinoceroses were in these parts
to be seen in great numbers by any traveller, and no “spooring” was necessary to bring the
hunter within shot of the mighty game. Indeed. black rhinoceroses infested the immediate
banks of the Limpopo and its affluents in such numbers, and their aggressive proclivities
were so much in evidence, that it was often necessary to shoot them down in defense of the
traveller's equipage and attendants. For many years, indeed, Boer hunters and some few
Englishmen shot rhinoceroses in the intervals of their elephant hunts for the sake of the
whips (‘jamboks’) to be made of the hides, and for the horns, which if long and fairly thick,
fetched about 8s. a pound for the China market, in fact, the value of an adult rhinoceros was
about £15 so that hunters only limited their bag to the amount of available transport.
Three kinds of rhinoceroses are to be found south of the Zambesi. The Rhinoceros simus
stands at the head of the family as being the largest, possessing the longest anterior horn and
an immense grotesque head, indicative of antediluvial ancestry. The measurements made by
Mr Coryndon of the two specimens he got indicate young animals with nearly full stature at
the shoulder, but hardly up to the mark an fine types of the matured animal in other respects.
He has also omitted to send us the length of the characteristic heads of these specimens,
measured from the tip of the nose to the junction with the neck. In adult animals the head
thus measured will be about 6 ft; and [ have preserved a note of one very large male, whose
head measured 6 ft. 4 in. The horns, too, of Mr Coryndon's rhinoceroses are very much
shorter than I have ever seen carried by adult rhinoceroses of this species, which generally
approach 3 ft. in length, and sometimes the horns extend to 40 in. or more. One which |
killed on the Limpopo in 1856 had an anterior horn of 42 in.; and the late Mr Oswald killed
one with a horn of 40 in. in the same locality. R. simus being of a lazy. pacitic disposition,
and generally fat enough to afford a large supply of very palatable bacon in addition to his
other uses, has been ruthlessly hunted, and, never having been so numerous as R. bicornis,
his race is run, and he will shortly disappear as a living entity.
It is, I think, very unlikely that any living specimen will arrive. for it is out of the question to
expect the capture of an adult animal, which, even if caught, would soon die from the effects
of a frantic temper and young animals seldom live in captivity more than a few days, even



when plentifully supplied with fresh milk and suitable food. Indeed I was once ambitious of
sending a specimen home and fitted out an expedition for the capture of some specimens. In
all we caught nine young animals of various sizes, but they all came to grief, after causing an
infinity of trouble and great expense. Lord Derby (I think the grandfather of the present
nobleman) also employed a competent man with the object of procuring a R. simus. and his
attempts also resulted in complete failure, although, as in my case, several young ones were
caught. As is well known these animals are as a rule non-aggressive, but when one does turn
on the hunter, he is a far more formidable opponent than his cousin the irritable and fierce
black rhinoceros, as his system of warfare indicates superior intelligence and perseverance:
and I well remember a very unpleasant interview with one which chased me, with an empty
M.L. gun in hand, round an unclimbable anthill some 20 ft. high and perhaps 15 ft. in
diameter, for fully a quarter of an hour, but eventually be subsided from the effects of a lung-
shot I had given him with a 3o0z. bullet.

The local name of white rhinoceros has been, I think, given to this species from the
comparative frequency of albinos among them, and not, as Mr Tegetmeier suggests, from soil
stains; indeed, I have myself shot three of this species of a light yellow or cream colour. The
normal colour, however, is a dingy black.

The black rhinoceros, or R. bicornis, used to be far more numerous than R. simus; but being
fierce, unpalatable. and having a shorter horn, he was not so much hunted as his white
congener, until the latter was getting scarce. when his happy days soon ended. and very few
are now to be had. The anterior hom of the adult bicornis seldom exceeded 30 in. and a
number of them would probably average 24 in., but they are thicker, and of closer texture
than those of the white rhinoceros. As a distinctive name to the black rhinoceros, “bicornis’ is
misleading, inasmuch as all the South African rhinoceroses have two horns. In some of the
almost inaccessible mountain ranges of the north-east corner of the Transvaal, and probably
in other localities, a species or variety is, | believe, still to found much better entitled to the
name “bicornis’, inasmuch as the posterior horn exactly resembles the anterior both in length
and shape. | have a suspicion that this variety is very little, if at all, known to naturalists, and
on that ground will venture a

rough description of him.

This rhinoceros is known to Boer hunters by the name of ‘even lang horn.” In form he exactly
resembles the black rhinoceros on a reduced scale. If my memory of the few occasions on
which | have interviewed him is correct, his height at the shoulder would not exceed 5ft. He
is a bush eater, and therefore has the prehensile upper lip of R. bicornis, but his dingy hide
has a distinctly blue sheen, and for this reason he is often called by the Boers "klein blau
wetze" (the little blue one). The horns, however, are quite different in shape and size from
those of the other members the rhinoceros family. Both horns are of the same length. about
15 in.; at the base they are about as thick as a man's wrist, and from thence they taper
upwards, and terminate in a semi-circular and very sharp edge, like that of an ordinary table-
knife. These horns are very dense in texture, and are perfectly straight. Personally 1 have only
shot one of this kind of rhinoceros, for the impracticable nature of the country in which I
have met with them precluded all chance of utilising his remains; and he is, [ have heard,
detestable as food. | have, however, seen a good many of the horns, and can speak with
certainty an that point.

With regard to the Keitloa rhinoceros I am bound to say I do not recognise him as a distinct
species, and [ think the name has been given by the natives merely on account of some
accidental malformation of the horns of individual animals of the black rhinoceros.

Robertson, Cape Colony, May 8. G. NICHOLSON.



