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TIHE FIELD,

ERINARIAN.

gy IN THE HIND EXTREMITY.

the structurcs formiug the stifle
'Eeggns matter—frst, because the joint is
the body, taking into account the bones,
P od the ligaments which contribute to its forn_m-
flages, 80 account of the extensive movem: nts which
o o8 Pt is impossible to securs complete immo-
o Drénf,ime and therefore diszase which might be
shor tment, if the affected parts were in n etate
sncurable under the existing cenditions,
ure awaro that the stifle joint (patella) is the
tho kneo of the human subject, and it is well known
°f‘ ie Imee is always viewed with rome apprehension,
o the this ease, unlesg he ba very young, can aid

pi)ﬁinm;esl l:qhich are used to keep the part at rest by ths
8]

5 of 18 owx‘l‘ l‘ggﬁg'&tﬁna), the floating bote in front of the

! ﬂé:d,{;]owhion . and in some foals, from an imperfect

f the onter oonfiylc of the thigh bone tfemur), or relaxa.

iy the patella slips out when the animal lies down

oh ok when in the n?t of rising, T'his congenimd

: rmanent, unless some means are adopte

fact 39 %{l&ley otgnlm??xgiﬁon, s0n8 to permit the forther olz\-th
ﬂm&'ﬁv F

jeated 10

?5&5 ot dyle sud the acquirement of the necessary rigidity
-4t the dig o patella is, however, au accident which may occar
Diglneatl aver well knit the joint may be. In the hunting
orse; 14 going through a gate which closes too quickly and
s jugh inside the etiﬂrg joiu'thag:;‘ms.t the ‘,f'r\tt:‘, pos%é
' o rced ontwards, with the immediate resn
'pu&lhhz‘;g‘fn"m ble of moving forward, although it is
A back him to a shed or shelter of come Kind,
1 nntil his injurics are attended to. ]
aterinarian the redaction of the cislocution of the
fcnlties. With the aid of a side lLine, the hind
ward by sn assistant while the operztor appliea
the displaced bome to pngh it upwards ard inwards
foits plice. The side lie is then relased, but soff-
maintained to keep the leg in a forward position for
rder that the strained ligaments may to some extent
ve, JEpossible, the horse ehonld be kept quite quiet
re reduckion of the dislocation has been effected for
urs, or be moved to & more convenient placein o proper
b obtained. . .
\lo igaments of the stifle joint is an accident of many
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VETERINA\RIAN NOTES AND QUERIES.

BOTS IN HORSES.— Derg” would do well to consult the books
on Veterinary Homvapatly, by J. Moare, V.8., ' Horses Well and
T, 8e. 6., and by R. P.' G. Lord, M.R.C.V.S.L., '“The Vale
Mecum,” 153, The Homo:opathie Tritwiation of Arscoicum Alb.
can be uvsed as directed without the possible risks attencing the
cwployment of the crnde white arsenie.  Fither work can be obtained
from the Hom:eopathic Publishing Company, 12, Warwick-lane,
Paternoster-row, E.C.—Houro,

DESTBUCTION OF LARVE OF THE BOT FLY.—Wiih refereuce
¢ discuesion which your correspondent ** Derg ™ i: vites on the
subject of ' Bots in Horses,” it may be vary interesting to speculate
on the naturc of the parasit<s and the means of crpelling them from
the intestines of young horees. I should like, however, to hear the
cpinion of your correspondents ms to the means of de.ir ying the
larvie on the pastures, and what tha effect of a stroug dressing of
gas lime would be towanis the attainment of this object. I have a.very[
high opinion of gas lime as a fertiliser of imwense capabilities, and
think it is a destroyer of insect life, and wonld posibly be found
fa al to the fly deposits mentioned by ** Derg.”” I wounld suggest
two tons to the acre on his pastures in November, aud n diessing of
waste zalt in Mareh or April, The produets of coal, too, have wender-
ful properties, as, for instance, the Thorncliffe sheep dip, which is
said to destroy microbes, and to be harm’ess to the auimal iuteraally.
T may say that I have no interest in the sale of any of these com-
modities,—PREVENTION.

THE NATURALIST.

BURCHELL'S RHINOCEROS.

N THE LAST NUMBER of the Field T bad the eatisiaction of
R giving an aceount of Mr Coryndon’s capture of twg speciniens
of the Rhinoceros simus. The engraving now presented is from a
photograph of one cf the epec'mers—that belonging to the Honp.
Welter Rothschild—which has been set up by Mr Rowland Ward.
As 1 mentioned last week, this erample is regarded by Mr
Coryndon as being most natura'ly mounted. Mr Coryndon’s cwn
account of the capture of theee Lwo animals was publiched in the last
number of the Field, but a faller description of the bubits of the
species was given by Mr Selous in a paper communicated to the
Zoologicsl Society in 1881, Mr Selons was hunting i South Africa
early in the seventies, when rhinoceroses were plentiful, and he had
meny opportunities of observing the babits and pecnha:ntles
of these animals, He maintains, in opposition to many later writers,
that there ara but two distinet species of rlimocercses in that district,

pamely, the R. simus, and the swaller prehensile lipped R. bicornis.
The first feeds on grass, and the second on bush.. The square-

such ns the northern rea caw (Rhuytina), huve been exterminatod, so
ihat thers can bo bot little hope for terrestrial » pocies unless it is'the
direct interest of cach individual huuter to stay kis hand.

W. B. TEGETMEIER,

PROTECTION OF BIG GAME.

Sir,—As one who iz inuch interested in the question of ¢ preserva.
tion of tig game,”’ T have felt some surprize that, aithongh numerons
complaints are constantly appearing in print about the n«edlees und
croel destruction of wild animals, few practieal propositions are put
forward for protectivg the miserable remnant that still sarvives.

L have seen the following snggested as regards South Africa:
“That a nuwber of sportemen join together and acquire from
(overnment a suitable tract of land for the preservation nud hreed-
ing of wild unimals in or reur their native haunts. This would
necessitate some capital, and {he organisation of a number of keerers,
both native ard Brilish. This was thought likely to become n gocd
paying concern, that it wonld afford good shooting to the members,
and that young animals conld be yearly canght for sale to the Earo-
pean menugeries.”’ The objection to this seems to be the distauce from
England, the time on the juorney, »nd that most men, except a favoured
Tew, wonld not care to risk their money in a concern eo far off, and
which they could only hope to visit at few and distant opporlunities.

I have often thought, especially when I see the rnoney and time
devoted to such comparutively insignificant snd useless animals
as some of the fancy dogs, for whose sake shows, clubs, weekly
papers, &c., are being devoted, that were anyors to start s practical
scheme in cornection with big gnmo, there would be many sportsmen
and naturalists who would come forward und ussis.

We have heree, cattle, and canine societics, bird, rabbit, and even
cat clubs, why not a big game pratection scciety ¥ Thiere is not the
slightest donbt—indeed, it has often been prn\'e({— that many species
of big game arz quite cnpable of domestication, and of bringing in
good returns in _cash; further, they can be made to do so in this
cocniry, which is & greut yoint.

I telicve T um right in stating that two species of big game stand
out ahead of all others in this respect—viz., the bison and the eland.
The tameness of these brasts equals that of domestic cattlo; they
thrive and breed well in England, and their young are in good
demand, and command very bundsome ard remunerative prices. Why
not form the club, and start the enterpriso with the atove two
species ? afterward more conld be added.

Ihe wapiti would be a most suitable beagt. I have some doubts
whether the moose could be snccessfully bred and reared on emall
farms. It would, however, be well worth trying to save this, the
finest species of the deer tribe, aud one which, if it canuot be kept

domesticated, is sure of a speedy yet silent destruction.

1 should prepose taking a farm of some 500 acres, or less, to start
with, in one of our distressed agricnlturnl districts where Jand
is cheap and with the necessary buildings upon it. Most of the

land coold be put into grass and
all real farming eschewed, except
the baying of acraple of hreeding

idh bono o fo the hinlaaré
eolay. carbilages, which re
g below (tibia) ; also
‘whichi ‘keep the carti-
jui 16 place, and several liga-
sists bands atbaching the knee
atalls) to the arbicular sur-
stwaen the lower condyles
{ .- In an_ordinary
any.or all of these may
ndy’a# & role, the symp-
figk émalle the examiner
o exach position of the

mares to do odd jobs and plough
up a few acres fur roots and corn,
which is all that wounld be neces-
sary. Fnough rabbits should be
trapped to nearly pay the rent,
or they could bo kept for shoot-
ing purposes; and, if the locality
were well chosen snd the ground
game and birds looked after, some
good sport should be fortheoming.,

I have myself travelled in
Africa, and understand well where
to go for, and all costs connected
with importing, a small herd of
slz:nds. ésjto hiscin, %_'tmy aretI
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welling;-and pain in the injured
i wif he some guide to the
s injury, and with
:the observer must
forming an opinion.
of inflnmmation of
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to the reduction
mmatory stato as
ible, for the reason

mlar sarfaces are

BECSLE allll LT du A e
y in England, bub elands and
bison certainly would. All cow
calves should be kept, a lord
book formed, two or more (if
possible) distinct strains kept to
revent inter-breeding, and in &
ew years o fine and paying herd
would be the result. Other
animals could be taken up as
opportunity ocourred.

What u sight for lovers of
nature if animals collceted from
Qifferent continents could be seen,
naturalised and  acclimatised,
roaming &t will on the waste land
adjoining some of our oullying
country farms. Some of the
tropical animals would require
housing Endlc%refnl ;‘smsf.xnent in
" winter; but I do nob think they
ho%u;:he lj‘;’i‘:&nﬁ&: gould bg | mm"{s dclicuéu gﬁm

. e - . ersey cattle. 8 regards wilde-
tnm}ncilg?slrapn;ﬁ BURCHRLI’S RHINOCEROS (B. Spits), beesteand ptherante]r.%;f_a, ibwould
- continaance be & question of some difticalty to
indioates beyond . . __kmow how tobring a herd of theze
f disease in some of the joint stractures, | mouthed rhinocercs was very abundant in the western part of South swift-footed and capricions animals under cover Were severs weather

mmips on what chergas of strac- ‘Africs forty yesrt sgo, sud ps Andorsaon and Chapwmsp ralate, thew | caming on ; however, it could bz menaged with a little tronble.
e gélt of thece an'mals at s water hiole ina night. In The British nation bas had the credit of sending out most of the

ds. ' v brasion of the ! shot as many &8 el 1 f ]
¢ when it grggéctge;e?ﬁebzdm?%nes or | 1878 and ]SSYU, At Selous fornd them sfill pumerous in a ewall tract | best hunters; let it also have the credit of trying to save from
actonl removal of cartilage, or death of & pertion of bone | of country in North-Ezstern Mashonaland ; buot he prog‘nctbcated 1 4 ] ] .
dernéath the articular surface. And the most experienced | their speedy extermiration, which is mp1d]§pproach_mg,_and there- ; to good account an added to the list of valuable domestic animals.
7ok be able to satisty bimself as to which of these [ fore his descripticn of their babits will ead with interest as | I fear that in Africa we can expect no legislation to stay the speedy
i and from first to Jast the diagnosis must of unlikely to be soperseded by that of any future traveller. Mr Selous : extermiration of game that is going on. . ]
“iore or less doubtful, until a post mortem examina- writes as follows: ¢ Suitable land in Eng}agld is to be had, the animals are still to be
3 tlie opinion to be con‘ec't’, or, it may be, quite wide of the | The square-mouthed rhinoceros is a hrze, ungsinly locking teast, witha - bad, where are tte men | he d L H.D.P.
S disproportionately large head, 2 large male stancir g &/t. 6in, at the shotlder, . 71t ceems_to us that the domestication of foreign hig game in
anded will : in his jud t by his obser- Tike elephants snd buffaloes, they hie asleep during ike heat of the €ay, snd - Epgland is, for many reszons, quite mpraclicabe. Jt was attempted
{ des man be 355“3_“3‘1 n s Ju gment by s o fo:d during the night and jn the ccol hours of early morning and evening. ; witha limited number of species (amongst othera the eland) many
I Sl'eghﬁf %mene?s,ﬂlm m_cr(:;'se ;;jtolhmnc UTINE | fheir sight is very bad, tut they are quick of hearing, and thrir scent is | geua ago by an _-\sclllieniatlsationdsoci(ty, and signallytfmledt: t%m?w
Aret e O A A aitio 3 : . ;i : asible pl 1 o try and securs som ¢ adequate protection for
il genorally bo in & position to advise a8 to the | by runaing about thelx buads, TRPEE their wirgs, snd soreaching gf fue Lieileb:?n]ijn?gl:(:ll)mnd. \\rgundesrat:;d that a cgmmif.?ee, inclnd‘ug

§ s ime, jce of th ach of danger, When
yif vire being effected by treatment. 1n any case the %’;ﬁ,ﬁ‘,@fﬂ?gﬂ%’;ﬁ‘:ﬁﬁ“@f’ ;Einichtsoeo:pxlg\-ea ATl p:u'snlt from » several well known sportsmen, has already been formed for the

5d his servants may rest assured that lamcness of any ; t r ; oW b MY e i
) TA sy s ) foot {ar behind; bot if chased by o horseman thay break into 8 arpose of considering & scheme by Capt. A. St. H. Gibbons for the
g 'the stifie joint iz nob a case for amaleur doctoring, and g-jga];lo;:‘wg(i’d] \fxey canl;sep_up for some distance, However, sithoughthey | Eetter protection of big game in S.H. Africa. The details of this
ald. ot worth the cost of treatment by = competent | Foy very gwiftly when their size and heary bedld is "“’;flamd' they e . scheme il be submitted for the consideration of Mr Cecil
20k o the ont o e ak on o (o | oo metonfor 23 mere goed s by 9,035 P, WG | o, and on oot of M reply wo sall dembtlns B o
58 o * hol A : oo suili ) A . about it.—ED.]
io . them, they wil hold their cozrse and come suiling past, offwing 2 ; B Ju! !
Aafhoritios do not writo hopelully of, (08 treabment o rsguibeent broadside shob, while uader Smar creun Sasces R BN ARRIVAL OF SUMMER BIRDS.
=~ and 1t 18 no 8 exyectie :at any E 2 ¥ hizoceros will nsualls swerve away Il I L 3 s -
culd b advocated differing in an;rimpoﬂﬂnt details from ;‘r:eggm?find q:ariera & chot, When either walking or running, the ReporTs continue to reach us from all parts of the country respect-
rdiniry use, i.e. stimulating liniments, blisters, estcns sqare-sonthed rhivoceres holds 1ts head my!ow,ltsn08§nﬁnrlrt0‘1thﬂ}g  ing the wrrival of migratory bhds. As many of these are mercly
i arce, firir 1 § to the two last modez’; the greund.  When & swall calf accompanies ifs motker it always rans in repetiticns of previous annonccements, we do not reproduce them here,
L Nt sherte, rIng. n reference to the tw it h front, and slbe appears & guide it by bolding (e point of her horn upon ' ;o0 4, we propose to notice specics whoso arrival has been already
listéring and the use of the acteal cantery—1t hes 4 4 3 e gnimal’s 1ump; and it is perfectly wonder.ul to n(té how in all o miclod | anless the reports are confirmato of mnusaally early
‘that they both tend to keep the joint st rest by the | iascn chapges of pace, frxma trot 108 gallop, or rice versd, the same posi- 1 ) D ry

in Which they eause, rendering movement vopleasant | tion is always exactly o1 dntaied. Duricg the zuiuwmn and winter nonths  arrivals, or actually antedate them.
nd dificult af the same Bme. Cemnter-irritation in | (ie., from March to Angust) the square monthed rhinceeros is ustally rery  CHIEF CHayr.—March 10, Bendon, Afiddlesex (T.. Butiress)s
y bo temporarily nsefal y hromic irzita- | fat; and its mest is then most A iient, being sometbing ke Leef, but yéb  Wuraresr.—dlarch 20, Heroe Bay {John Young).

x s(‘mpt ily usefal, or may remove 8 CUTORIZ ITHAS & 4oL o'y peculinr favour of its 0wD. The pact in grestest favour amongst W gyxEck.—Merch 31, Herne Bay (Tohn Youug).

! ctures, bub there is no form of treatment which ¢ X 5 b, If cut off whole snd rcast. d just as it is in the CR.— R I f J 8) Rose); April 1
‘breaches cansed by 1 leeration. In most of hunters is the hump, ich, 5 0 L think, be dificalt to mateh Brackcar.—April 1, Boorton Bridge (1. C. Rose); AP y
stifle joi zed by carits or o on G ekin, in & hole dug in the gronnd, WO, i : Heathfield, Snesex (W. ). Haviland).

tation with warm

medicine, and low

hief meaus to be

.the cessation of

ptome is an indica.
have been to some

- Dut it is often

extinction, at least, those species of wild game which can be turned

in walking and very feen; they are, too, citen accompanied by rbim cer s birds, which,

o joint lameness which bave come under our notice | ciher for juiciness or SRVOUT. : T ) ,
S i = . YErLow WAGTAIL.—April 3, Bourton Bridge (H. C. Rose).
hihhbeen'm'gm bly wniters. 1 In th's species the horns vary very much in different ipd'vidnals, s0 SawpuanTLN.—April 12 large flock), Loch Lay (A. O, Worthinglon).
Fglf}m or contusion of the jeint, followed, a3 usually thet they cannot be taken 28 icdicative of species. In a fullgrown  WHITETHROAT,— April 11, Hassocks, Snesex (John Young).

Swelling, pain, and conseguent laxentss, trestment by care-moathed rhincceres the anterior horn varies from 18 irehes to  Wrixcuar.—4april 13, Northampton (J. Cordeanx).

und careful dieting has been successful, 23 it ﬁ‘ie, 4 feet in length, useally slightly curved, bot som ctmes it 18 Spree WagpLER.—April 12, Shalford, Surrey (S. A. Davies); 14,

tases in other joints. But when lapeness has ta i 4 the anterior part of it robs the ground s the : Hendon, Middlesex (L. Buttress). .
n.e]a;l;‘hﬁxedence of the sympicms of inﬂnmmntmn,éht; gi::rf‘“:;ﬂhf,i;fg feesir.g,ar.d isil;n some spe: imens rabbed fint by the GrassHOPPER W_mn‘m:x.——.A pri'l K‘S, Hastings (H. G. Jeflereys)s
that, the ctat favourable. The horse bas been worked } 255 Mg . ous says he never remembers havirg seen an auterior 18, Wellington, Somerect (W. & Fox  Dalbeth 0. Patt
e s;hgness would pass awey. Then rgncn; H korn ina s-ware-mcuthed rhinccercs tkat was not pertinily finttened Couxux a,\_\'])?IPF'lz.——Aprl‘] _11, Slyde at Dalbeth (J, Pat erson) ;
2, &o.—have been tried on the recommendation B 5 e rancer.  The g;usre-mouthed rhinecercs rerely atinch s man 16, Pentland Hills (R. Godfrey).
seen them do wonders; blisters, setons, and tbe lecs woanded, it is asually s most inofensive animal. Lesser Tres.—April 14, Torksbire (H. B. Hewelzon).

Tl bo, fhem do wondars; Blister: s b SE Cre i 7. Mearus, N.B. (I B. Wutt)

il b permarent Lenefir, _gml at last 3 et to tnow that the advance of civilization in  RIXG Orzu.——.—\prﬂ 7, Mearns, N.B. (H. B. Watt). .

3 nnn?;?}lof“. been relegated to thf hft of mf“’?b}ef}; A flrf; -.;5,:1?1& ;:!riatcllf?Lg ‘Lo"the ta:al a;ti_nciitn of both species of REDSTART.— ’II‘A p—\;!l }.S,fgpculme, Devon (W. A, Fox) ; 15th, Middless

mhid'tmehgamw been sffcrded :‘? py ?GLI' Thinoceros, which will pass cat cf existence as surely =a the gosgga trongh (! e u"i, ‘%‘.‘f{‘")' Auckland 7. T Proud)

Tendersd en f.und that coch alterations ef | 5 =Pt T pa perfect-ou of arws of precision las sce’ed the fare of Copxcmake.—April 16, B hop ue e wryneck

i Saome cure 1mposszble; and,‘ hed the.u pre- asd¢ th_- (be larger wpimals. Man, utterly impotent to create, 13 T:m)ﬂ be otserved that be ot y apgearance of the wryneck, or
mﬁaﬁl:f;‘f[il Eave advised the adoption of treat: !;C,:er\ﬂ to deetioy,  Even giguctic animsls irlobiting the watcrs, cuckou’s mate, noticed lagt w cek, is now confirmed.
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: 6 cal wtella), the floating tove in front of the
il t}h‘;(‘;i’;‘{g&fm(.pf and in_some foals i
g _Fé the outer com yla of the thigh bona (femur), or relaxa-.
meo ata, the patella slips out when the animal lies down

, from an iwmperfect

ents, 1 U 'ma )
BRI L 0 ace when in the act of rising, This congenita
%"&oﬁ&p&e permaneut, unless some meuns are adopted

Y W as to permit the further growth
sotive condyle and the acquirement of the necessary rigidity

ey telln is, however, an accident which may occur
3 5;::c¥ﬂweu knit the joint may be,
1 in goiug through a gate which closes too quickly an

b insida the etifle joint ngainst the gate post,
s to be forced outwards, with tha iwmediate result
ha horse incapable of moving forwurd, although it ia
i are, to back him to & shed or shelter of come kind,

tand until his injuries are attended to.

Yeterinarian the rednch(:u.nf the _clslogahon of the
to difficnities.  With the aid of » eide line, the hind
i forward by an sssistant while the operator applies
i the displaced bone to pugh it upwards ard inwards
toits place. The side line is then relaxed, but suffi-
‘miintained to keep the leg in a forward position for
order that the strained lignmaonts may to eome extent
Wietone. If posgible, the horse should be kept quite quiet
here reduction of the dislocation has been effected for
rs, or ba moved to & mora convenient place in & proper

fa ai 10 the Ny deposits mentioned by '* Derg.”” 1 would suggest
two tons to the acre on his pastores in November, and a diessing of
waste ealt in March or April. The products of conl, too, have wonder-
ful properties, as, for instance, the Thorncliffie sheep dip. which is
said to destroy mierobes, and to be harm’ess to the animal internally.
I may say that T have no interest in the sale of any of theee com-
moditics,—PRRYENTION.

THE NATURALIST.

BURCHELL'S RHINOCEROS.

N THE LAST NUMBER of the Field T had the eatisfaction of
. giving an account of Mr Coryndon’s capture of two speciuens
of the Rhinoceros simus. The engraving now presented is from a
photograph of one of the specimens—that belonging to the Hon.
Walter Rothechild—which has been set up by Mr ﬁowland Ward.,
As 1 mentioned last week, this example is regarded by Ar
Coryndon as being most natura'ly mounted. Mr Coryndon’s ¢wn
aceount of the capture of these two enimals was published in the last
number of the Field, but a fuller description of the habits of the
species wag given by Mr Selous in a paper communicated to the
Zoological Society in 1831, Mr Selons was hunting in South Africa
early in the eeventics, when rhinoceroses were plentiful, and he had
many opportunities of observing the habits and peculiarities
of these unimals. He maintains, in opposition to many later writers,
that there aro but two distinct epecies of rhinceercses in that district,
namely, the R. simus, and the smaller prehensile lipped B. bicornis.

igligaments of the stifle joint is an accident of many

The first feeds on grass, and the second on bush. The square-

pean menagenes.”” ‘'ha objection to this seems to be the distance trom
kngland, the time on the journey,and thab most men, excepta favonred
few, would not care to risk their money in a concern ¢o far off, and
which they could only hiope to visit at few und distant opportunities.

I have often thought, especially when 1 see the money and time
devoted to such comparatively insignificant and naeless animals
as some of the fancy dogs, for whose sako shows, clubs, weekly
prpers, &c., are being devoted, that were anyore to start a practical
scheme in cornection with big game, there would be many sportsmen
and naturalists who would come forward und assist.

We have horse, cattle, and caning socictics, bird, rabbit, and even
eut lubs, why not a big game protection scciety P Thore is not tho
glightest doubt—indeed, it lus oflen been proved—that many spesies
of big game are quite cupullc of domeslication, and of bringing in
good returns in _cash; further, they can be made to do so in Lhis
covniry, which is a greut point.

T Lelieve T am right in stating that two species of big game stand
out abead of all others in (his respect—vix., the bison urnd the eland.
The lameness of these brasts equals that of domestic calile; they
thrive and breed well in England, and their young are in gond
demand, and comand very handsome ard remuneérative prices. Why
uot form the club, and start the enterprise with tho atove two
species ? afterward more could be added.

The wapiti would be a most suitable beagt. I have some doubls
whether the mooze could be successfully bred snd reared on emall
furms. It would, howaver, be well worth trying to save this, the
finest species of the deer tribe, and one which, if it cannot be kept
domesticated, is sure of a speedy yet silent destruction.

T should prepose taking a farm of some 600 acres, or less, Lo stark
with, in one of our distressed agricultural districts where land
is cheap and with the necessary buildings upon it. Most of the
land counld be put into grass and
all real farming eachewed, except
the buying of acrople of hrecding

fircsence of discase in some of the joinb structures,
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BURCHELI’S RHINOCEBOS (B. Sixts),

' mouthed rhinocercs was very abundant in the western part of Eouth
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mares to do odd jobs and ploog
up a few acres for roots and corn,
which is all that would be neces-
sary. Fnough rabbits should be
trapped to nearly pay the rent,
or they could be kept for shoot-
ing purposes; and, if the locality
wers well chosen snd the ground
gama and birds looked after, some
good sport should be fortheoming,
have myself travelled in
Africa, and understand well where
to go for, and all costs connected
with importing, a smzil herd of
elands. As to hison, they are, I
believe, bred and to be bought
tame in America, so tbere shounld
be no difficulty in procuring a
sufficient number. T am afraid
before long many of the larger
animals of Africa will be extinet,
It is o question whether wilde-
beeste and other antelope would
pay in England, but elands and
bison certainly wounld, All cow
calves shoold be kept, a herd
book formed, two or more (if
poesible) distinet strains kept to
prevent inter-breeding, and in a
few years a fine and paying herd
would be the resalt. Other
animals could be taken up as
opportunity occurred.

t a sight for lovers of
nature if animals collected from
different continents could be seen,
naturalised and  acclimatised,
roaming at will on the waste land
adjoining some of our outlying
country farms. Some of the
tropical 2mimals woald require
housing and careful treatment in
winter; bat I do not think they
would bo more delicate than
Jersey cattle. As regards wilde-
beeste and other antelape, it would
be a question of some ditliculty to
know how to bring a herd of thece
swi!!:—footed and capricions animals under cover were severe weather

anmine an - hawsvar it eonld he manaoad with o littla frarhla
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Burchell’s Rhinoceros
In the last number of the Field I had the satisfaction of giving an account of Mr Coryndon’s
capture of two specimens of the Rhinoceros simus. The engraving now presented is from a
photograph of one of the specimens - that belonging to the Hon. Walter Rothschild - which
has been set up by Mr Rowland Ward. As | mentioned last week, this example is regarded by
Mr Coryndon as being most naturally mounted. Mr Coryndon’s own account of the capture
of these two animals was published in the last number of the Field, but a fuller description of
the habits of the species was given by Mr Selous in a paper communicated to the Zoological
Society in 1881. Mr Selous was hunting in South Africa early in the seventies, when
rhinoceroses were plentiful, and he had many opportunities of observing the habits and
peculiarities of these animals. He maintains, in opposition to many later writers, that there
are but two distinct species of rhinoceroses in that district, namely, the R. simus, and the
smaller prehensile lipped R. bicornis. The first feeds on grass, and the second on bush. The
square-mouthed rhinoceros was very abundant in the western part of South Africa forty years
ago, and as Andersson and Chapman relate they shot as many as eight of these animals at a
water hole in a night. In 1878 and 1880, Mr Selous found them still numerous in a small tract
of country m North-Eastern Mashonaland: but he prognosticated their speedy extermination,
which is rapidly approaching. and therefore his description of their habits will read with
interest as unlikely to be superseded by that of any future traveller. Mr Selous writes as
follows:
The square-mouthed rhinoceros is a huge, ungainly looking beast, with a
disproportionately large head, a large male standing 6 ft 6 in at the shoulder. Like
elephants and buffaloes, they lie asleep during the heat of the day, and feed during the
night and in the cool hours of early morning and evening. Their sight is very bad. but
they are quick at hearing, and their scent is very keen; they are, too, often
accompanied by rhinoceros birds, which, by running about their heads, flapping their
wings, and screeching at the same time, frequently give them notice of the approach
of danger. When disturbed they go off at a swift trot, which soon leaves all pursuit
from a man on foot far behind; but if chased by a horseman they break into a gallop,
which they can keep up for some distance. However, although they run very swiftly
when their size and heavy build is considered, they are no match for an average good
horse. They are, as a rule, very easy to shoot on horseback, as, if one gallops a little in
front of and on one side of them, they will hold their course, and come sailing past,
offering a magnificent broadside shot, while under similar circumstances a
prehensile-lipped rhinoceros will usually swerve away in such a manner as only to
present his hind quarters for a shot: When either walking or running, the square-
mouthed rhinoceros holds its head very low, its nose nearly touching the ground.
When a small calf accompanies its mother it always runs in front, and she appears to
guide it by holding the point of her horn upon the little animal's rump; and it is
perfectly wonderful to note how in all sudden changes of pace, from a trot to a gallop,
or viva versa, the same position is always exactly maintained. During the autumn and
winter months (i.e. from March to August) the square-mouthed rhinoceros is usually
very fat; and its meat is then most excellent, being something like beef, but yet having
a peculiar flavour of its own. The part in greatest favour amongst hunters is the hump,
which, if cut off whole and roasted just as it is in the skin, in a hole dug in the ground,
would, I think, be difficult to match either for juiciness or flavour.



In this species the horns vary very much in different individuals, so that they cannot be taken
as indicative of species. In a full-grown square-mouthed rhinoceros the anterior horn varies
from 16 inches to over 4 feet in length, usually slightly curved, but sometimes it is quite
straight, and the anterior part of it rubs the ground as the animal walks along feeding, and is
in some specimens rubbed tlat by the friction. Mr Selous says he never remembers having
seen an anterior horn in a square-mouthed rhinoceros that was not partially flattened in this
manner. The square-mouthed rhinoceros rarely attacks a man unless wounded, it is usually a
most inoffensive animal.

It is not satisfactory to know that the advance of civilisation in Africa will inevitably tend to
the total extinction of both species of rhinoceros, which will pass out of existence as surely
as the quagga has done. The perfection of arms of precision has sealed the fate of many of
the larger animals. Man, utterly impotent to create, is powerful to destroy. Even gigantic
animals inhabiting the waters, such as the northern sea cow (Rhytina), have been
exterminated, so that there can be but little hope for terrestrial species unless it is the direct
interest of each individual hunter to stay his hand.

W.B. Tegetmeier.

Figure with caption:
Burchell’s rhinoceros ( R. simus)



