HUNTING LIFE TN BOUTH AFRICA.

HUNTING LIFE IN SOUTH AFRICA.*

Rovareyy Gorvox Cussing, of Altyre, a kins-
man of Argyle, was born with 28 innate a love for
sport as Virgil's bees for making honey. At
home he became a firat-rate angler, sportsman, and
deer-stalker ; in the poranit of oblogy he braved
the risks of the hardy sea-bird fowler—"* dascend-
ing the loftiest precipices with a rope roand his
waist.” In 1830 he sailed to join his regiment
in India, and laid the foundation of a eollestion of
trophies of the chase which has since awelled 1o
gigantic proportions.  The elimats, however,
disagreed with Mr. Comming, and he returned 1o
Britain and ifs sports ; till the restrietions of pre-
serves, pame-keepers, boundaries, and what not,
disgusted him. * Longing once moze for the
freadom of natere and the 1ife of the wild hunter—
#0 far preferable to that of the mere sportsman,’
he resalved to visit ‘“the rolling prairica and
Rocky Mountains of the Far West.”  With this
view, ithe sportsman obtained a eommission in the
Royal Veteran Newfoundland Companies: but
“* gpeedily discovered that the prompect of getting
from the barrack-square would be small.” He

effectad an exchange into the Cape Riflernen ; but

neither did this aerviea permit the sort of free-
and-casy life which he desired. He therafora sold
out; and, afier employing himself in purchasing
wagona and oxen, hiring servants and preparing
arms and outfit, he started from Grabham's Town
for the interior, in October, 1843 ; and was so wall
satisfied with his first adventure, that he passed
five successiva years altogether in sporting excur-
mions in the interior of South Afriea,

The dicection in which Mr. Cumming travelled
from Graham's Town, was north-north-sast, The
extent was shont thirteen degrees of |atitode from
34° w 21° souih, and abonot eight of longitude—
24% 10 32° east.  Beyond the post of Colesharg
and the Orange river the country is uneetiled :
but mmissionary stations are found within one hua-
dred and fifty miles of the Limpopa : along whose
banks Mr, Curoming proceedad for several hom-
dred miles, diverging, as waa his practics on all
oecastons, to the right or left, acencding as the
probability of finding game tempted him, ,Unless
long exposure had blunted the sportsman to hard-
ship, and the rugged desert country that inter-
vened between the seulements and his hunting-
grounds had biassed his judgment, the country
azeme better walered and less sterile than one would
axpect in the heart of Africa in the vicinity o1 the
tropic of Capricorn.  Nor would it appear to be
woheaithy ; for althongh Mr. Cumming was at-
tacked by rheamatism and fever, his exposure and
exertions must be hovne in mind, as well as that
rheumatiam is independent of African malaria.
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Sport and the frea life of the hunter, not ge-
ographical deseription or discovery, were the
objeets of Mr. Comming ; and he enjoyed them
10 the fullest extent. In the neighborhood of the
British frontier varioua kinde of antelopes, and
those strange African animals that ofien combine
in themselves the features of horse, ox and stag,
were rifa,  As ba advanced, buffaloes, hysnas,
leoparda, lions, thinoceroses, giraffes, elephanta,
and at [ast, upon the banka and in the waters of
the far Limpopo, the hippopotamus and crocko-
dile rewarded his exertions. And these not few
and far between, hut in numbers which mads his
attacks upon the noblest game look more like
battoe than hard-working sport. My, Curaming
has knocked aver hallf a dozen elephants or more
at a time, chased and slaughtered camelopards in
like manner, killed and earried off hippopota-
muses a8 men dn deer ab home ; and grew so bold
that two or three lions wepe Jess to him than an
overdriven ox to a London alderman, He met
the kingm of beasts in open plain, rode with them,
at them, across them, and around them, in the
execution of his tacties ; knocked them over right
and laft, and, like Coriolanus among the Volscians,
alone he did it. Mr. Comming aseribes more
courage 1o the lion than some modern travellers
have allowed.  His narratives certainly support
this view to aome extent ; but the courage seems
rather the prodoct of ignoranee, The lion de-
spized the natives ; he knew not the power and
prowess of the Cumming till too late, very often,
As saon as he ** got a wrinkle' upon the matter,
he endeavored wo escape his fate. The following
is a case addueed in proof of the coursge of the
king of beasts ; but it rather shows his skill. Tt
was a demonstratinn 1o eover a retreat.

At no time is the lion so mush to be dreaded
a3 when his partner has rot small young anes. At
that season he knows no fear, mg:: in the eonlest
and most intrepid mansner, he will face a thousand
men, A remarkable instance of thiz kind came
under ™y own obscryation which confirmed the
reports 1 had before heard from the natives, Ona
day, when out elephant hunting in the territory of
the Bascleka, accompanied by two hundred “and
fifty men, I wus astonjshed suddenly to behold a
majestic lion slowly and steadily advancing to-
wards us with a dignified step and undavnted %aar-
ing, the most noble and Imposing that can be con-
:ewa-:ll Lashing his hlai]. rom side to side, and

wling haughtily, bis terribly expresaive
E::ulute ﬁneg upon us, and displaying & ahuwenrig
ivory well euleulated to inspire terror lm:fl the
timid Bechoanas, he uﬂmmcham A headlong
flight of the two hundred and filty men was the
immediate result ; amd, in the confusion of the mo-
menat, four eouples of my doge, which they had
been leading, were allowed to in their
eouples, st instantly faced the lion ; whe, find-
ing that by his bold bearing he had snecceded in
putting his enemies o flight, now became salieit-
ous for the safety of his litle family, with which
the lipness waa retreating in the background.
Faring about he followed after them witha haughty
and independent step, growling fiercely at ﬂre“ﬁuga
which trotted along on either sids of him. Three
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troopa of elephants having been discovered a few
minutes previons to this, upon which I was march-
ing for the attack, [, with the moat heartfelt relue-
tance, reserved my fire,  On rumaing down the hill-
side to endeavor 10 recal]l my dogs, I observed for
the first time the retreating loness with four cobs,
About twenty minstes afterwards, two noble ele-

phants repaid wy forbearance.

In this instance the monarch and frmily retreated
bafore the hunter; and well would it have been
for the lionas had they alwaye made a run of it
when rarer game was tot in ken,  See what hap-
pened to two ont of foor, from their eommitling
the error of Sir John Moore in Spain, snd not
sofficiently soon dewermining upon s movement
in retreat.”” A report had been brought into the
camp that four kings were holding a royal feast
over some slain zebras in the neighborhood,

1 instantly saddled up two horses, and, directing
my boys to lead afier me as quickly as possible my
small remaining pack of sore-footed dogs, 1 rode
forth, accompanied by Carey, carrying a !:E:Lre

m, to give battle to the fuur grim lions. As I
rode out of the peninsule, they showed themse]ves
on the bank of the viver; and, puessing that their
first move woold be a disgraceful retreat, T deter-
mined to ride 80 as to make them think that 1 had
not observed them, until I should be able to ecut
off their retreat from the river, acmsa the open
vley, to the endless forest beyond. That poiot
being gﬂined, I knew that they, stifl doobeful of
my having observed them, would hold their ground
on the river’s bunk witil iy dogs came op, when
I eould more advantamennsly make the aftack.

1 cantered along, heldiag as if 1 meant to pass
the lions at a distance of a quarter of & mile,
until | was up]p-msi:e o them, when I aherd my
sourse and inelined a livle nearer. The lions then
showed syroploms of uneasiness ; they rose fo their
feet, and, overhauling us for half a minute, disap-
Esam] over the bunk. They refippeared, howevar,

irectly, & lictle further down; and, finding that
their present position was bare, they walked majes-
tically alone the top of the bank to a spot a fow
hundred vards lower, where the bank was well
wooded.  Here they sesmed half inclined to dwait
my attack ; two stretched out their messive arms
and lay down in the grass, and the other two sat
up like dogs wpon their haunches. Deeming it
probable that when my dogs came up and I ap-
proached they would sti]l retreat and make o bolt
acrozs 1he open vley, I directed: Carey o canter
forward and take op the groumd in the centre of the
vley about four hundeed yards in advanee ; wherehy
the lions would be compelled either to give us bat-
tle or swim the viver, which, although narrow, 1
knew they would be very reluctant to do.

I now sat in my saddle, anxiously awsiting
the arrival of the dpgu i and while thus momenta-
rily disengaged, 1 was much struck with the ma-
jeatie and truly appalling appearanes which these
four moble lions exhibited. They were all full-
grown, immense males ; and 1 fele, 1 st confess,
a little nervous, amd very umcertain s w what
might be the issue of the attack. When the dogs
came up I rode right in towards the lions. They
aprang Lo their fet, and trotted slowly down alon

e bank of the river, onoe or twice halting &
facing about for half a minute. Immediately below
them there was s amall determined bend in the
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stream, forming & sortofl peninsula.  Into this bend
they disappeared ; and the next moment [ was opon
them with my doga. They had taken shelter in a
dense angle of the peninsula, well sheltared by high
trees and reeds.  Into this retreat the dogs at opce
heldly followed them, making & loud batking;
which was jnstantly fullowed by the tervible vuices
of 1he lions, which wrned about and eharged to thae
edge of the cover. Next moment, however, 1
heard them plunge into the river; when Iumng
from my horaa, and running to the topof the bank,
[ eaw three of them ascending the opposite bank,
the dogs following. One of them bounded away
across Lthe open plain at o i but the other
two, findiog themselves lollowed by the dogs,
immedintely tumed 10 bay., It was now ey torn;
30 taking Jbem coolly right and left with my Little
rifle, I made the most gloricus double shot that a
sportsman’s heart eonld desire, disabling them both
in the shoulder before they were even aware of my
position ; then snatehing m[i.;:thar gun from Carey,
who that moment had ridden up tomy assistance,
I finighed the firat fion with & shot about the heatt,
and brought the second 1o a standstil]l by disabling
him in his hind quarters. He quickly erept into &
dense, wide, dark oreen bush, in which for a long
time it was impossible to obwin & glimpse of him ;
at length, 2 clod of earith fulling mear his hidin
place, he made a move whieh diselosed to me his
position, when I finished him with three more
shots, all along the middle of his back. Carey
agwatn aerosa the rviver to flog off the dogs; and
when these came through to me [ beat up the penin-
sula in quest of the foorth lion ; which bhad, how-
ever, made off. We then erossed the river a little
higher up, and proceeded to inspect tha noble
prizes | had won,  Both Hons were well up in their
years: [ kept the skin and slooll of the finest speci-
men, and only the nails and the tail of the other,
one of whose caning teeth was worn down te the
socket with earles, which seemed very much to
have affected his general condition,

This was distant firing. At times, however, it
came to closer quariers wilh elephants, and to
positive taction with our iraveller’s Arst esptored
hippopitamue, when Le pecfurmed what he calls
¥ walie” In the water,

I teok the sea-cow next me, and with my first
ball I gave hera worelel wound, knocking loose a
great plate op the top of her skull. She at once
commenced plunging round and round, and then
oerasionally remained still, sitting for a few minotes
on the same spot. On hearing the report of my
tifle, two of the others took up steeam, and the
fourth dashed down the river; they trotted along,
like oxen, at & samart pace, as long we ihe woaler
was ehallow. 1 wos now in a state of very great
antiety about my wounded ses-cow, for 1 feared
th.. she would get down inte deep water, amd be
lust like the last ona ; her struggles weee still car-
rying her down stream, and the waier was hecom-
ing deeper. To seule the matter, I accordingly
fired a sgeomd shot from the bank ; which, entering
the roof of her skull, passed out through her eye ;
she then & lmm.inuafly splashing round and round
in a eircle in the middle of the river. I had great
fears of the crocodiles, apd I did not know that the
sea-cow might not atick me. My anxiety to secure
her, however, overcame all hesitation ; so, divest-
ing mygelf of my leathers, and armed with 4 sha
leniife, I dashed into the water, which at fizst
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me up to my arm-pite, but in the middle was shal-
lower

As] ed behemoth, her eye looked very
wicked. I halted for 2 moment, ready to dive on-
der the water if she attacked me; but she was
stunned, and did not know what she was doing;
aa, Tunning in upon her, and seizing her short :mgl,
I Hlemgl;d to incline her course to land. It was

' zu'ji what enormous strength she had in
the water. [ could not gpuide her in the slightest ;

and she continued to splash and plunge, and blow
and make her circular coorse, carrying me along
with her as if I was @ fly on her wil. Finding her

tail gave me but a poor hold, a8 the only means of
securing my prey, I touk out my knife, and, curs
ﬁ“i:rw“ deep parallel incisions through the skin
on her romp, and lifting this skin from the flesh,
so that [ eould get In my two hands, I made ose of
this as a handle; aod after some desperate hard
work, sometimes pushing and sometimes palling,
the zea-caw continging her cireular course all the
time and [ holding on at her rump like grim death,
eventnally I snceeeded in bringing this gigantie
~ and most powerful animal to the bank, Here the

bushiman quickiy brought me a stout buffalo-rheim
from my horse’s necls, which [ passed through the
opening in the thick akin, and moored behemoth
to a teee; Lthen took my riffe and sent & ball
through the centre of her head, and she was pum-
bered with the dead.

These extracts will serve to farnish 2 notion of
the sort of sport enjoyed by Mr. Comming, but
will give no idea of its variety, or of Lis adven-
tures ; sometimes ooly the common occorrences
of the wilderncsa, at other times incidents preg-
nant with danger and privation, which muat have
ended fatally to 3 man less hardy and experienced
than himself. The roveley of the sports and the
variety of adeenture impart, of course, consid-
ecable interest (o the book ; but ita great altrac-
tion i= its freshness and nature.  As soon as the
reader finds himeelf across the frontier, he feels
himself ina new ragion. The animals, the vegeta-
tion, the soenery, the modes of living, ave all nowvel
and striking—** free az Nature Arst made man ;"
and the very faults of Mr. Cumeming tend o bring
out the qualities of his subjects. The elosest
approach to him in sobjects and adventure is
Major Hareis ; though we think Mr. Comming
has the advantage in the wildness and freahness of
his scenery, 38 Harvis excels Comining in literary
judgment and art. AL the mame tme, the coarse
ness, the repetitions and the barraek and sporting
mind of the laiter, sonjeined a8 they are with con-
siderable vigor and a facuity of observation, ssem
to give a truer reflex of the naturs he is describ-
ing than the more skilfy] depiction of Harria.
We luxuriate in the exuberanca of animal and
{where there is water) of vegetable life ; we are
disposed to place move refiance vpon the pictures
of Comming, save a grain of wouader at some of
the sporting stories, This reliability is increased
by the absenee of scientific objects, and indeed Lhe
anthor’s acquaintance with science, a8 well as by
hie perfect apparent openness, not merely in his
eonfessions of nervonsness, bat of impositions
upon the natives by eocouraging their superstitiona

419

and providing them with charms. A less open
person, too, would have softened the style of his
slanghier ; for the size of the animals protracts
their death struggles, while the lordly lion, and
the ** half reasoning elephant” meet their end
with a kind of dignity, or submission to destiny,
which excites the reader’s sympathy for anything
but their destroyer. This want of literary art
leads to repetitions of the same kind of thing in
himdifferent journeys and adveniures, and to a
good deal of minuteness ; which, however, serves
to exhibit more completely the life the author
was leading.

This bowk is a singular illustration of ** how
use doth breed a habit in a man.” By long cus-
trn Mr. Caroming got to face the fiercest heasts
of prey, and the mightiest animals—the elephant,
the rhinpeeros, and the hippopotamuos—as a mat-
ter of course ; encouraging the idea, thal when
the civilized mind ia seated in 2 sound bhody, and
assisted by machinery, {for & gun {8 a machine,)
there is hardly any feat of endurance, axertion ar
victory over brute mind and matter, to which it
may not be brought. At last he absolutely got
to play with danger, but ready at the instant for
the desd(y conflict.

Asl was examining the of the game by tha
fountain, I suddenly fmﬂeﬂnmm old roek-

snalie stealing in beneath 3 mass of rock heside
me.  He was truly an enormous soake, and, has-
ing never hefore dealt with thia species of game, [
did oot exactly know how to set about ring
hita. Being very anxious to preserve his skin
entire, and not wishing to have recourse bo my
fiﬂe, i cstha a}nul.lpnhd tou sticl;rahrmu aight feet
4 &nd havIn (ened m al m CHp
I:;tg, Iﬁnmmmcgdﬁu attack, :ﬁgeiﬂing h!.r'tm b “ﬂ“g
tail, I tried to get him oot of hia place of refoge ;
but I bavled in vain—he only drew his large folds
firner togrether ; I coold not move him. At length
I zot a vheim roand one of his folds abooe the mid-
die of his body, and Kleinboy and I commenced
hauling away in good earnest,

The snake, finding the ground too hot for him,
relaxed bis eoils, and suddenly bringing round his
head to the front, he aprang out at uslike an arrow,
with his immense and hideoss mouth spened to its
la dimensions ; and before [ eould get out of
his way, he was elean out of hia hale, and made 2
seeond spring, throwing himealf forward about eighs
ot ten feet, and snapping his hovrid fangs within 2
foot of my naked I?' I sprang out of his way,
amd getting 2 hold of the green bough I had eut, [
retarned to the charge.  ‘The snake now glided
aloog at tap speed : he knew the ground well, and
was maling for a mass of broken rocks where e
would have been beyond my rewch : bot befere by
could gain this place of refuge, T canght him twn
or thres tremendous whacks on the head. He, how-
ever, held on, and gained a poel of muddy water ;
which he was rapidly erossing when L again bela-
borad him, and at length redoced hia pace to s stand.

We then hanged him by the neck to a boogh of a
trea, and in ut fifteen minubes he seemed dead ;
but he again became very tronblesome through tine

operation of skinning, twisting his body in all man-
ner of ways. TJ:EB serpent messured fuurtces
feet. '
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Tha maost valuable parts of Mr. Cumming's
book are those which describe the habits and ap-
pearances of the animals; as he saw them nnder
more favorable cironmstanses than perhapa any
other olserver with equal powers of observation,
Weo can only quote one of these passages from
among the many we had noled.

COLERIDGE AND SOUTHEY.

we have seen, a serions carriage engagi .
There was a chastened and imperturbable .LEE.-
Etr al:uEnl :Lm, rising, I'l!"n?n |;li1 :fld his beat
in ainat 1 Hoso mMere 6X
dienoy, or ssseried the elnims of the Fternal Ward,)
inth an unaffected majesty, and the entire com-
mend of all present. 1t was never broken in upon,
in aur hearing, by the viterance of anything foolish

. . or light. e were never in the com of

The springbok ia so termed by the colonistson | ol man 10 whom sach a thi Wﬂlﬁ:imhlﬁ
geeount of its peeuliar habit of springing or taking Lo ned e utterly unbeeoming, or whom it
extraordinary bonnds, rising to an ineredible height | 0 19 have horst upon ome, creating 5o much sur-

in the air, when pursued. The extraordinary man-

nar in which apringboks are capable of springing is BT

best seen when they are chased by a dog.  On these
oceasions, away &tart the herd, with a succession
of strange errdicular bounds, rising with coeved
loine high into the air, and 21 the same time elevat-
ing the snowy folds of long white hair on their
haonches along their back, which imparts to
them a peeuliar fairy-like appearance, different from
any other animal. They bound to the height of
ten or twelve feet, with the elasticity of an India-
rabber ball ; clearing at each spring Ewelve to
fifteen feet of pround, without apparently the slight-
est exertion. In performing the spring, they ap-
r for an instant as if suspended in the air, when
n come all four feel again together, and, strik-
ing the plain, away they ecar again as if about to
flight. The herd only adopt this motion for a
fow hundred yards, when they subside into a light
elastie trot, arching their graceful necks and low-
ering their noses to the groond, as if in & sportive
noug. Presently pulling up, they face about, and
reconmoitre the uijam of their alarm. In crossing
any path or wagon-coad on which men have latel
trod, the spriugﬁuk invariably elears it by a aingle
surpriging bound ; and when a herd of
many thousanda have fo eross 8 track of the =ort,
it ia extremely beantiful 1o see how each antelope
forins this feat, so suspicious are they of the
nd on which their anemy, man, has trodden.
hey bound in a similar manner when passing to
leeward of a lion, or any other animal of which
they enteriain an instinctive dread.

From the Tribume,

* Tue Cugrarran Review™ (July) i entitled
to & high place among the religiooa quarterlies,
hoth on account of the well arranged variety of
its contents and the troly likeral and seholar-like
tone of its discussions. The articlea on * Cole-
ridge and Southey,” © Justin Martyr,” ** Geolngy
and Revelation,” “ Campbell’s Lives of the Chief
Justices," ** President Wayland's Report on Uni-
versity Education,” and ** The Pope’s Retorn to
Home," are all written by men of distinguished
ability, and exhibit an extent of research and vigor
of composition which would de honor to any of
vy periodieals, We guote 2 passage from the
noties af Coleridge and Southey,

FERSONAL AFPFEARANCE OF COLERIDGE.

The appearanes and air of Mr. Coleridge wers
decidedly elerical, bot he soon strock you as “a
Eing of men.” He well personified ** Church and
Btate, aceording to [his] of each.”®  Withoot
the affectation or any remarkable profassions of
serlonsness, he snatained, more than any other man

* The title, nearly verbatim, of a favorite tract he pub-
lished in 1830.

ise.

We do not remember to have seen him laugh.
Itmmlfmuane: ion of feeling for the
keeping and comfort of his presence—{that word
comfort, by the way, being one which he would
often elaim as helonging only 1o ** English hearts
and homes.””}y  He was tall, slightly corpulent ;
had a head whose indeserihahle ises of roen-
tal excellence made all his frienda tolerate Phre-
nology who did not helieve init ; amd a forehead of
surpassing mouly beanty, To see him take off
his hat, as the writer has done, and addresa a kind
of Troprovisatori Hymn io the Sun, a= he walked
with him down Highgate Hill to the ® Great
Metropolis,”” waa no faint image of an Apello
unveiling himself. That forehcad was certainly
such an outwork of power within, as no one that
studied it eould forget, or would hope 1w see well
mﬂaﬂ by art. _

r. Coleridge, without attempting any pecnliar-
ities of dross or manners, was only like himsell in
these things. While we koew him, he always
wore well-made black clothes—walked alwaya
with a drawing-room gentleness and dignity.
Everything about him was rotund, impressive,

Phaps | o eaful—down to the sitl stocking and plastic shae

of his handsome Jeg and foot, No boot, with or
without the modern disguise of pantaloons, was
aver drawn over them, It wae jmpozeible for any
wiich artiele to be made thot would not have been
out of keeping—heen as clumsy in its appearance
there as a club-fort,  Afier some acquaintance, it
wonld he ohserved hew much he eould i:}%:ge e
his faverite themes the respestful attention es;
end thpt children* were delighted with him, It
hag bheen told everywhere, since hia death, that
men of the highest rank and first attainments in
England wouold gladly assist—might we say, ha
contentedly the organ-hblowers at his unrivalled
Conversalions,  We were asguainted with a Titer-
ary man who had been hoth in . Johnson's and
Coleridge’s society. He gave to the latter all the
learning, command of lengoage, and impressive
power of Johnson, with, what he so moeh lacked,
the sueniler in mode-—uaniform geotleness and sweet-
neas of manner,

BOTTHEY .

M. Eantha had exactly the appearance of an
glder son of Coleridge’s, was not a difer-
ence of three years between them in age, but

in apparent vigor. He, too, was mll; of
highly finished and eonciliatory address ; had ano-
ble, but somewhat thin, Homan visage, prominent,
penetrating and very beautiful eyes, and abundanca
of black, curling hair. Perhaps he was anusaally

* We remember his atepping into a hoose, where soma
pralers lnoked shyly at him and ran,  * AL said he
to their mather, © you cannol enter a ghesp mamdow but
the lambs will wm a fing neck and mild eyes oo you and
scamper off, whatever their seniors may do.*
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