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Dr Richardson’s missions to Siam 1829-1839 " 11 December 1829-10 March 1830

* and since half past ten our course, through a thick jungle, has been
. all round the compass and I have been obliged to note its direction
, ho less than eighty times to get at anything like a correct general
direction, and we are again on the banks of the river which we left
this morning, the course of which is even more tortuous than the
one we have come. We are encamped on a small level spot of a few
hundred yards surrounded by high hills, the jungle extremely thick
 but abounding in the hills with deer of all sizes, cows, buffaloes,
tigers, leopards and rhinoceros. We passed to the end of the road
which runs more to the eastward and along which the bullocks are
come. The path IS much better but there are no mhabxtants in that
dxrecnon

eastward. The whole march today through the same open forest of
pine, the path good and the hills not at all steep. Shot a jungle cow. #
There are abundance of them in the valley near our route. The flesh |
was harder than the worst buffaloe’s. Tigers and the common deer
are abundant. - 3

19th February 1830. I have been obliged to halt today to refresh
the elephants, as the passes are said to be difficult and no forage for
three days for the elephants, of which there are seventeen large and
four small ones. We are now on the site of a small city formerly
inhabited by Talines, to whom all the country to the westward
formerly belonged, and more lately to the Shans, but has been
deserted some years on account of the devastation committed by
the Burmans. The valley is a few miles in extent and through it
runs the May Tuan river, which at this season is about two feet
deep, and as it falls into the May- pmg was formerly navigable for:
small canoes to Bankok. Its course is extremely winding. 1 have
been engaged today in getting Ponya Tchi to construct a map of the
Shan country, over every part of which he has repeatedly travelled.
It is extremely rude, but correct. as far as I can judge from the
concurrent testxmony of other peoplc as to the sntuauon of the large
towns and courses of the rivers. No v:llages or small towns cou!d
be inserted for want of room. - _

21st February 1830.. Direction §.65° W., time 7 hours, distance
15 miles. At9.16 proceeded along a narrow ascending path in thick
b jungle. At 4.45 halted on the May Koung, wide 30 deep 1% feet,
. pebbly bed, a short way from Kana, a Karean village. .
' The march today has been over a succession of hills, some of
hich were nearly perpindicular and I should think almost
impassable for a loaded bullock, though the elephants have travelled
with ease. The path is well shaded and abundance of water; indeed
the jungle has generally been so thick that we could only see a little
of the path before us and a ravine or hill close to the road.. The
man,h on the whole was-less disagreeable-than ‘yesterday, having
been more on the hills.. Between 10.26 and 10.40 passed a hill on
which there-are a great many lofty cinnamon trees, the only-ones
known by the Karreans to exist inany of the hills arid are not at all
prized by them, The bark is abqut two inches thick and of good
ﬂavour when fresh but auqunres a buter tastc when dry Passed

20th February 1830, Dlrectxon S 50° W time 16 hours 30 mmutes.
distance 30 miles. At 9.00 ascended along a rugged bad path. 10,07
descent.: The firs, which had been gradually diminishing in number,
through the whole of today s march, are now only to be seen in
single trees towering above the other trees of the jungle. 3.48 halted
in a ravine of very thick jungle on the west bank ofthe May Tuan;
running t to the northWard ‘

ravines into which the sun, can only SJ
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running in direction SSE with a dip to the WSW. The river measured
here about 300 feet, much less than one would be led to suppose
from the undoubted length of its course. In the night heard deer and
tiger. In the evening saw some pea fowls and wild ducks etc.

15th December 1829, Halted o appomon the loads to the COQlICS
and to send forward for the Careens from’ lhe F rst vrllage

l6th Dcccmber 1829. Course N 70° E dlstance 8 mlles 8.30
proceeded along a good path, practicable for bullocks, elephants
etc. 9.35 at the bottom of a sharp and rather steep descent crossed
the Yembyne river, about 70 feet broad, running S. 45° E. 11.40
halted for the mght on the banks of a small grassy lake. The path
has ‘been good and gently ascendmg (with an occasronal decllvuy)
throughout the Jungle of bamboos and common Jungle trees, thick
and 1mpenetrable owmg 'to the creepers. “The march, though only 8
mxles was made’ with drff'culty from the thlckness of the jungle.
Some detached hills to the southward m whrch the Thalueen flows
to the south a llttle westerly '

l7th December 1829 Course N 80° E dnstance 7 mlles 4 furlong,s
7.30 proceedcd for, some way along a path of the same character as
yesterday. 8.15: along 8 swampy: path’; at the . foot of a nearly
perpmdlcular rock, but cover ed with \
‘rock like the former (called by the ( areens Lem

8.45 crossed a small s e ’
deserted last ye
posmon itis no ove
Yembyne river
with fish.. Halt

LR

ith tall J gle .9 30‘crossed the

11 December 1829-10 March 1830

having crossed the river again, at ]1.30 halted on the eastern bank
(course S.65° E.) where it is joined by a small stream called the
Mean Keun, running §.50° W., the path nearly as yesterday,
continued to ascend. Here we were joined by the Careens from the
second village and dismissed those who had accompamed us the
last twa marches

18th De’cemb'er 1829. Course N.80° E., distance 10 miles 4
furlongs. 7.30 crossed the Mean Keun four times in 20 minutes and
proceeded among a rocky path through thick jungle. 7.50 crossed
the end of the Dagyne path in a level part of the jungle, the site of a
Burman encampment 40 years ago, when the Burmans are said to
have taken Zimmay, and where some opposition was offered by the
Shans. 8.30 crossed Yea-ta-goon Keun, 20 feet wide, clear, rocky
" bed. 9.00 came on the banks of the Yembyne river. 9.10 crossed a
small stream falling into the last. 9.30 path soft, through long grass
. surrounded by hills. 9.40 along the rocky bed of Yea-ta-goon Keun
(waterfall stream). 10.30 halted for half an hour. ,11.00 ascended
with some difficulty. the face of a broken rock, 3 or 400 feet in
height, amongst which the waters of the Yea-ta-goon Keun fall..
11.30 halted- at the top of the waterfall within sound of another
which we heard ‘tumbling from the hills above.us to the eastward.
‘continued ascendmg and very bad, either soft with
y'and uneven and extremely toftuous. But the
nly pass through thlS part of the hnlls that

.‘lTracks oﬁelephants and wrld
&‘(‘)f L p
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This part of the country was formerly inhabited by the Lowa
Talienes and the places still bear Lowa names. The same race :§§
extended to the Moy Toum before the country was devastated by 'j
the Burmans, whose bloodthirsty rapacity had depopulated the whole 4

of this part of the ancient Taline kingdome.

6th March 1830. Direction $.30° W.. time 4 hour$ 15 minutes,

distance 12 miles 2 furlongs. 8.30 good path through open jungle 'f'
and long grass. 11.00 remains of Careen villages. 11.20 plains of 3

considerable extent, marks of wild cattle. 12:25 halted i

consequence of the jungle in advance being on fire. 1.40 proceeded, 4
and at 2.00 halted on the south-west bank of the Chline Boye (which 3
falls into the Gyne a short distance in a $.70° E. direction from this) °
in the bed of the Chline-putty. Such is the level nature of the country '} i
that this stream runs into the Chline Boye in the beginning of the 3
rains and out of it after they have fairly set in. The bed of the 3
Chline Boye, which rises 20 or 25 feet in the rains, is here 80 or 100
feet wide, the water about knee-deep in some places, in others of 3
great depth and frequented by alligators, and that of the Chline- °
putty about 30 wide and 25 deep. They were both choked up with -3

fallen trees, and the latter dry at this season.

The march today has been through a level country, the jungl
open with long grass and four or five small plains covered with

small grass much cut up by the jungle cattle, elephants’ tracks stil fi

intersecting in all directions. Saw some rhinoceros marks today
Their feet are smaller than the elephant’s, toes more apart and th

nails. longer. Sent two sick people to proceed down the Gyne in - §
boats under charge of the head Careen. -

&

7th March 1830. Direction S.20° E., time 2 hours 30 miniites

distance 7 miles. 8.30 proceeded along a good path, and level. §
9.30 plain with long grass. 10.45 large plain of paddy stubble 3
covered with upwards of 200 buffaloes belonging to the Careen *
village of 28 or 30 houses called Twine Woot or Twine Bot. 11.00 3

halted at the end of the plain. No more water for a long march.
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The road has been perfectly level today and a great part of it
through plains of long grass. The eastern hills in sight, distant 18 or
20 miles, running north and south, of considerable height, the only
hills except the Colung Hills on the westward of the Thalueen since
leaving the Yentogoon Hills.

8th March 1830. Direction $.35° W, time 2 hours 20 minutes,
. distance 10 miles. 10.10 proceeded along a level path through a
country of the same character as yesterday. 1.40 plain with ine
~trees, hills to the S.60° E, distant 15 miles, rocky hills crossing.
- 2.00 bed of the Thanbou river. 2.30 halted at the broken bridge
& over the Atsong river on the high road from Martaban to the town
& of Gyne, about ten miles from Gyne and an equal distance from
~ Domitta, and within sound of the evening gun of Maulmain. The

own of Gyne was destroyed in a revolt of the Talines about twenty

| years ago. The road today was good and level, very beautiful plains,
i less water than usual but plenty for cattle or passengers.

" 9th March 1830. Direction S.20° W., time 6 hours, distance |7
" iles. 8.10 route continues through level grassy plain with
occasional patches of jungle. 10.50 Caloak Hill S.20° E., distant 6

niles. 11.00 Dzoyga-been Hill $.20° W, distant 7 miles. 11.11
raddy stubble. 1.00 an extreme field of two-crop paddy now in the

ear, the only ground we have seen from which two crops are obtained.
¥ 2.10 halted near the Thaung-thoo village of Naung-loong, containing

bout 30 houses and probably about 200 inhabitants. Found here a
vody of about 100 of the annual caravans of the Shan-Goung-bee
shans, who have been nearly four months of the road from their

E own country in the north.

The road today level and generally free fromjungle, through plains

P of fine long grass. The path has been extremely tortuous and for
¥ the last two hours unnecessarily winding in all manner of directions
through a plain of short grass or paddy stubble. The whole of the
K plains in this neighbourhood are covered with rich green grass,
B ci0ugh for the subsistence of an immense number of cattle through
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running in direction SSE with a dip to the WSW. The river measured
here about 300 feet, much less than one would be led to suppose
from the undoubted length of its course. In the night heard deer and
tiger. In the evening saw some pea fowls and wild ducks etc.

15th December 1829. Halted to apportion the loads to the coolies
and to send forward for the Careens from the first village™

16th December 1829. Course N.70° E., distance 8 miles. 8.30
proceeded along a good path, practicable for bullocks, elephants
etc. 9.35 at the bottom of a sharp and rather steep descent crossed
the Yembyne river, about 70 feet broad, running 8.45° E. 11.40
halted for the night on the banks of a small grassy lake. The path
has been good and gently ascending (with an occasional declivity)
throughout, the jungle of bamboos and common jungle trees, thick
and impenetrable owing to the creepers. The march, though only 8
miles, was made with difficulty from the thickness of the jungle.
Some detached hills to the southward, in which the Thalueen flows
to the south a little westerly.

17th December 1829. Course N.80° E., distance 7 miles 4 furlongs.
7.30 proceeded for some way along a path of the same character as
yesterday. 8.15 along a swampy path at the foot of a nearly
perpindicular rock, but covered with verdure to the top. 8.35 another
rock like the former (called by the Careens Lein Koso), path better.
8.45 crossed a small stream with steep banks at the side of a village
deserted last year by the Careens, who remove annually to a new
position. It is now overgrown. w:th tall jungle. 9.30 crossed the
Yembyne river, wide 30, deep 3 or 4 feet, rocky bed, swarming
with fish. Halted for half an hour.

10.30 path soft, a long valley winding amongst the hills with long
grass and dwarf bamboos, much intersected by tracks of elephams
rhinoceros and wild hog. Pea fowls also abundant. 11.10 again

crossed the Yembyne river, wide 40 feet, course $.20° E. 11.20 f

11 December 1829-10 March 1830

having crossed the river again, at 11.30 halted on the eastern bank
(course S.65° E.) where it is joined by a small stream called the
Mean Keun, running S.50° W., the path nearly as yesterday,
continued to ascend. Here we were joined by the Careens from the
second village and dismissed those who had accompanied us the
last two marches.

18th December 1829. Course N.80° E., distance 10 miles 4
furlongs. 7.30 crossed the Mean Keun four times in 20 minutes and
proceeded among a rocky path through thick jungle. 7.50 crossed
the end of the Dagyne path in a level part of the jungle, the site of a
Burman encampment 40 years ago, when the Burmans are said to
have taken Zimmay, and where some opposition was offered by the
Shans. 8.30 crossed Yea-ta-goon Keun, 20 feet wide, clear, rocky
bed. 9.00 came on the banks of the Yembyne river. 9.10 crossed a
small stream falling into the last. 9.30 path soft, through long grass
surrounded by hills. 9.40 along the rocky bed of Yea-ta-goon Keun
(waterfall stream). 10.30 halted for half an hour. 11.00 ascended
with some difficulty the face of a broken rock, 3 or 400 feet in
height. amongst which the waters of the Yea-ta-goon Keun fall.
11.30 halted at the top of the waterfall within sound of another
which we heard tumbling from the hills above us to the eastward.
The path today continued ascending and very bad, either soft with
long grass or rocky and uneven and extremely tortuous. But the

3 ~ Careens say it is the only pass through this part of the hilis, that
¥ elephants, horses and bullocks formerly travelled it with loads, and

that it was the route of the Burman army in 1790. Passed some of

. the large bamboos peculiar to this country, some catechu, and some

of the trees with the sap of which the Careens poison their arrows.

B -The rest of the Jungle consisted of common jungle trees, immense

;. creepers and the common bamboos. Tracks of elephants and wild
% hogs were ‘numerous, but no marks of the rhinoceros, which are
¢ confined to the more level part of the country where grass is
k' abundant. They do not roam like the elephants.
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eastward. The whole march today through the same open forest of
pine, the path good and the hills not at all steep. Shota jungle cow.

There are abundance of them in the valley near our route. The flesh
was harder than the worst buffaloe’s. Tigers and the common deer

are abundant. .

19th February 1830. 1 have been obliged to halt today to refresh
the elephants, as the passes are said to be difficult and no forage for 3
three days for the elephants, of which there are seventeen large and 4
four small ones. We are now on the site of a small city formerly 4
inhabited by Talines, to whom all the country to the westward
formerly belonged, and more lately to the Shans, but has been -
deserted some years on account of the devastation committed by

the Burmans. The valley is a few miles in extent and through it
runs the May Tuan river, which at this season is about two feet

deep, and as it falls into the May-ping was formerly navigable for 3

small canoes to Bankok. Its course is extremely winding. I have ‘i
been engaged today in getting Ponya Tchi to construct a map of the
Shan country, over every part of which he has repeatedly travelled. -

It is extremely rude, but correct. as far as | can judge from the

concurrent testimony of other people, as to the situation of the large |
towns and courses of the rivers. No villages or small towns could :

be inserted for want of room.

20th February 1830. Direction S.50° W., time 16 hours 30 minutes,
distance 30 miles. At9.00 ascended along a rugged bad path. 10.07 §
descent. The firs, which had been gradually diminishing in number 3

through the whole of today’s march, are now only to be seen in 3
single trees towering above the other trees of the jungle. 3.48 halied
in a ravine of very thick jungle on the west bank of the May Tuan, §

running to the northward..

The march today has been the longest as to time, the miost toilsome :
and disagreeable since leaving Maulmain. The path has been either

up or down steep, almost precipitous hills, or along the bottom of

ravines into which the sun can only shine a few hours.in the day, 3

48
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and since half past ten our course, through a thick jungle, has been
all round the compass and | have been obliged to note its direction
no less than eighty times to get at anything like a correct general
direction, and we are again on the banks of the river which we left
this moming, the course of which is even more tortuous than the
one we have come. We are encamped on a small level spot of a few
hundred yards surrounded by high hills, the jungle extremely thick
but abounding in the hills with deer of all sizes, cows, buffaloes,
tigers, leopards and rhinoceros. We passed to the end of the road
which runs more to the eastward and along which the bullocks are
to come. The path is much better but there are no inhabitants in that
direction.

21st February 1830. Direction S.65° W., time 7 hours, distance
15 miles. At9.16 proceeded along a narrow ascending path in thick

B jungle. At4.45 halted on the May Koung, wide 30 deep 1Y feet,

pebbly bed, a short way from Kana, a Karean village.

The march today has been over a succession of hills, some of
which were nearly perpindicular and I should think almost
impassable for a loaded bullock, though the elephants have travelled
with ease. The path is well shaded and abundance of water, indeed
the jungle has generally been so thick that we could only see a little

f  of the path before us and a ravine or hill close to the road. The

‘march on the whole was:less disagreeable than yesterday, having

€ been more on the hills. Between 10.26 and 10.40 passed a hill on

which there are a great many lofty cinnamon trees, the only ones
- known by the Karreans to exist in-any of the hills.and are not at all

" -prized by them. The bark is about two inches thick and of good

flavour when fresh, but acquires a bitter taste when dry. Passed
some immense trees, called by the Burmans couch moo, ~of which
the canoes are made, said to be large enough to make a canoe for 5

L or 600 baskets of paddy
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