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LAND AND WATER. 13

parts of tho water to attack me. I vanquished him at last with a mop, placing
1t betwcon his shoulders and poking him under water ; after a few fights he threw
up the sponge. I saw this same bird have a fight of long duration with a drake,
when he struck at the drake with his wings, or beak, the drako dived and came
up close under the swan's body, and endeavoured to mount on his back ; this at
longth he succeeding in doing, and held on tight by the lower part of the swan's
neck, pulling out lofs of feathers ; in short, he completely wore the swan out, and
remained master of his position and tho ficld. Swans havo a great aversion to,
and fear of dogs. At Rudall, an old family mansion of the Rudhalls near Ross,
Herefordshire, built in the time of Henry VIL., there was a piece of water of
pellucid brightness, on which swans wero kept ; there was also there, a breed of
Blonheim spanicls, very small but very handsome ; for gencrations they had been
bred thers.  The only safeguard from the nttacks of the male swan during the
period of incubation, was ono of thesoe little dogs. They would boldly attack the
Dbird even in tho waler, and though repeatedly struck at, contrived to escapo
unhurt, driving the swan clean away. A lady of my acquaintance was in tho
habit of feeding tho swans on the pieco of water in the park at Bath; on one
occasion, having forgotten to bLring any bisouits, the cock bird dcliberately
attacked her behind, to her great astonishment and terror. In short, the swan
i8 wholly destituto of gratitude, for T have seen Qld Billy, ns our Monmonth
boutmen call the old swan, tako bread from the hand accustomed to feod him,
and the noxt moment, when the boatman was engaged doing something to the
aide of the boat, come np full tilt and deliver a pretty hard blow at the head of
his friend. The beauty of tho swan’s form scarcely makos up for the deformity
of his character, but with all their faults they aro aftractive birds,—W. JI. IiLL.

THE AFRICAN RHINOCEROS.
By T. Baises, I'R.G.S.

T[IE armed rhinoceros as ropresented in our old school-books of natural his-
L tory, was a huge misshapon beast, a veritable “ hog in armour,” covered
with a hide impenctrable by anything less hard than an iron bullet, hanging in

The head of the white rhinoceros is large, the nose square, and the upper lip
straight across, as in the ox or other creaturcs that feed on grass. In the
mahoohioo, or common white rhinocoros, the anterior horn curves back like the
blade of o sabre, the resomblanco being increased by a slight flatiening of the
sides, the posterior, which is shorter, curving back also; while in the kobaaba
the anterior is much longer and straight, or even inclined & little f_orward;
whilo the other, in the only specimen I have seen, was much split and disfigured
by age, but also curving buckward. In a print, however, given by Mr. C. J.
Andersson, in his *“Travels to Lake Ngami,” it is reprcsented as smoothly
pointed, and nearly upright. It has been remarked that, in consequenco of the
forward inclination of the foremost horn in tho kobaaba, it less impedes the
vision, and allows the animal more readily to detact the approach of tl{e !mnter,
should he happon incautiously to nppear in front of his intended victim—an
indiscretion, however, which few who know the animal would be guilty of. ]

The white rhinoceros is the larger of the two, boing fully oqual to tho hip-
popotamus, and inferior in size only, but hardly in gtroqgth, to the olenhant.
Andersson states its length, including the tail, which is less than two fect at
nearly sixteen feot, its girth at ton or twelve, and its weight of carcase at four
or five thousand pounds.

‘Tho black rhinocoros is fiercer, and owing, perhaps, to its restlessness and
ill-temper, as well as to the nature of its food, 1ls fleshis conrse and dry, and by
no means equal to that of the white, which, contentedly browsing on tho grassy
plains, grows fat, well flavoured, and indolent, and is therefore more easily shot,
and moro sought after by the hunter. In hoth varicties of the black, the uppar
lip is clonguted almost to the shapo of the beak of a tortoiss, but it is soft and
prehensile, and is used for pulling down the branches of tho shrubs, on which
the animal feeds. The horns in the keitloa are more nearly of equal length, and it
is somewhat larger, and probably even fiercor and more ready to attaclk a passing
traveller than tho boriets, though both are sufliciently morose and dangerous.

Although tho fuct is well known to African travellers, it may bo necessary to
mention that the “horns’* of tho rhinoceros bear no ressmblance whatover to
those of cattle, deer, or other horned animals; there is no bony core in them,
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THE AFRICAN RHINOCEROS.

loose festoons and overlapping folds about his clumsy body and ungainly limbs,
and capable of defying not only all the other denizens of the wilderness, but
most of the weapons even man could bring against him.

A holiday glance at the ercuture which sauntors leisurcly round the paddock
in the Regent's Park, while it dispels many of our preconceived crrors, can still
only convey an idew of the Indian variety, the African being as yet unrepre-
sented by a singlo living specimon in Lngland.  Of the threc kinds known in
India, Khinoceros Indicus, L. Sondaicus, and K. Bicornts Sumatrensis, it is only
necesgary 1o say that the hilde is coarse, hanesing in large folds and ¢overed with
studs and tubereles, not inaptly suggesting the idea of a coat of mail, and that
tho two first have but one horn, while the third, as its name indicates, has two.
Tho African, on the contrary, has a tolerably smooth though thick skin, destituto
of any very promincent folds or wrinkles, and all the varicties have two horns.
Tho colonists maost commonly speak only of the two great and most cusily
recognisable varieties, the “while” and “black,”” or “ witle" and “zwart”
Rhenoster, the epithets being understood to indicate not literally the colour of
tho animals, but only that the grey of the first appears much lighter than the
colour of the surrounding bush, while that of the other is so doep as almost to
justify them in calling it black.

Tho white i again divided into the mahoohoo (Rkhineceros simus of Burchell),
and the kobaaba (Rkineceros Oswelli), deseribed by Dr. Gray fromu pair of horns
obtained by Mr. Oswell; and the black into the boricle (R, bicornis), and the
keitloa (R. keitloa), bosido which I believe the Bechuanas recognise a small
variety called borieleins ; and, during my stay at Tete, I heard of another kind
in the country inland from Sefala (I think of the white variety), possessing
horng, some of which obtained the enormous length of six foct, * hut whether to
consider these as a distinct specices, or meroly as 1ndividuals which, undisturbed
by hunters, had been allowed to live peacefully to a venerable age, I cannot tell.

It may be as well in the beginning to state, as briefly and clearly as possiblo, the
chicf distinctions of the known varieties, and then to refer to my journal for the
deseription of such animals as I have had the good fortune porsonally to inspect.

¢ A horn, apparently of the mahoohoo, may be seen at a window in the Strand. 1ts length
said Lo be four feet, wunting un inch.

nor are they in any way based upon, or connccled with, the skull; neither
when detached from the head are they hollow or separable into thin flakes or
veneors liko those of oxen. No one would think of making either alanternor a
powder-horn of them. They are, in fact, porfectly solid, and composed of com-
pressod and agglutinated hair, as is shown by the mannor in which the bristles
on tho oulsido separato and split oft ag tho surface becomes dry.

Thoy are bused ounly on the skin, und may be, and gonerally arc removed with
it, & picce sufficiently large being left to rotain tho pair in their proper relativo
position. Once while I was trying to preservo o head during the rainy season,
at Logier 1Lill, on the Zambesi, the dumpness of the rainy scason prevented the
drying of theskin, and causcd them to full off, lenving numberless littlo inden-
tations no deeper than would have been produced by the pulling out of so many
bristles ; and these, I beliove, to have been formed, or at least incroased in sizg
by partial decomposition of the surfaco.

1t has been commonly said, that the rhinoceros has the power of moving his
horns at pleasurc, and Mr. Andersson refers even to a beliof that when the
creature is wt vest * the horns themselves become soft and pliable ;" Lut that when
on the move they again resume their hardness and solidity. Morcover, that it
can movo und turn the posterior horn while the other remains erocct and firm.
Of courso he gives no eredit to those assertions; but I can belicve it possible
that when the two horns are nearly of cqual length, growing closely together,
or oven, as I have seen them, crossing each other, they may, owing to somo
trifling relaxalion of the skin, rattlo against each other as the unimal moves, or
by contraction of it become stiff and rigid when he desires to use them cither
for uprooling or splitting young trees for food, or as weapons of attack or defence.

The horn supplies material for many ornamental and useful articles. The
natives pride themselves in possessing a keerie, or heavily knobbed club made
of it. have heard of a farmer who made o “span of jeuk skeis,” or cross
pieces by which the yokes are keyed upon the necks of the draught oxen, and I
know that Chapman once contemplatod making a span or set for himsolf as soon
as he should obtuin a sufficient number of horns of his own shooting. Riding
switches, or walkingsticks, very beautiful, from their slightly cloudy semi-
transparency, are much estcemed in the colony; and I onre saw a good-sized
rifle stock made of rhinoceros horn.




