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Fig 620 Duirer's rhinoceron, as reproduced in lo

selll an image led sever:
Natural Flistorans ... i Errors' : ge that e several

The smku_}g teature of Diirer’s rhinoceros — Topsell's reproduction is
close copy - is that it appears to be clad in a suit of armour, out of wl 'SJJ
its tour scaly legs protrude: and we can picture it casting asi‘dc back- )l]']f‘l
cpaulicre, ‘md, cursse.when, like Kipling's rhinoceros, it fancied 4 co‘ﬂ('] L;
swini T L Clarke believes Diirer never saw a living specimcﬁ l;ut l:' E”f}.
s original drawing upon a sketch accompanying a newsletcer abc ‘]hlﬂi
beast _d}at survived the Journey from India o 41’0:(11";11 mn 1515 . oim ; ]fL
that Ditrer, who Iived next to the armourers’ quartc?in NU-I'L’I‘I;[.)”‘]'(' "‘f%
actvely engased in designimg armour at the dime. e
\\~,'i1[c\]\:l: [l:)\rbc- ‘14(;‘) \H,H - durm-g which time the Dﬁr_cr print circulated

V—beforean Lnglish naturalist had che opportunity to view a livine
ulnxnn:"m'u,\, .THLLI)', when we look at Diirer’s armourplated pachydern ;
read Evelyn's homely images, we see not rhinoceros, as we K L) ch (7::11
understand 1t but the past caughtin freeze frane. . e

Icons and Emblems
CONSBie o by vt e ) 1 inf
Cle 1}5;;1:,}1011'5 tor s brevity and lack of zoological information is John
son’s i . i ibi 1 ‘ ) .
or :L efmition of the lion. I ere, he is describing an icon, the king of the
\; < . . a iy i \. > » M N . -
:» Is S.dcreature weighed down with symbolism and association, not one
) . . . oAy M ' .- )
of the time and tauy exhibics at the Tower, char would ‘stare in vour Face

93

NATURE IN CONTEXT

and Piss upon you’ with urine ‘as Hot as “lgua Fortis” stinking ‘worse than
a Pole-Cats’, nor yet the man-eating monster of travellers’ tales. The lion.
with the Scottish unicorn, had supported the royal arms since 1603, and
for more than 400 years had figured prominently as an heraldic emblem
and on inn signs. Johnson, however. dispenses with most of the esoteric
material that bulked out Bailey's Dictionarium Britanicum (1730). Here,
as an example, is his entry tor lion.

L1°ON [lio, Sax. leven, Su. lew, Du. and L.G. txwe, H.G.E liena, It. leon, Sp.
leam, Port. of leo, L. Aear, Gr.], the most courageous and generous of all wild
beasts, the emblem of strength and valour.

3t the LION'S $kin cannot, the fox’s shall.

L. St leonina Pellis non satis est, assuenda Vulpina.

Gr. Av iy Aeovtny uny HEXNTAL TOY QMDITEXEY TOOO VYO Y. Erasm.
E Stla Peau du Lion ne suffit pas, il faut coudre celle du Renard.

All which signify no more than, what I can’t do by force I'll do by cunning.
The L. likewise say; Dolus an Virtus quis in Hoste requirit.

A Lion being looked upon as the king of beasts, is esteemed the most
magnanimous, the most generous, the most bold, and the most fierce of all
four footed beasts; and therefore has been chosen by heralds, to represent
the greatest heroes, who have been endued with these qualities.

The Lion [Emblemarically) is used to represent vigilancy; some being of
opinion, that he never sleeps. And he also represents command and monar-
chical dominion: and also the magnamity of majesty, at once exercising awe
and clemency, subduing those that resist, and sparing thosc that submit.

A LION, with a serpent abourt his neck, is an emblem of valour joined
with conduct.

LioN [in Blazonry] in blazoning a lion, their teeth and talons must
always be mentioned, they being their only armour, and are in coat
armour for the most part made of a different colour from the body of a
beast; and therefore speaking of their teeth and talons, you must say they
are armed so and so.

A LION [Hieroglyphically] wiping out with his tail the impressions of his
feet, was a representation of the great creator, covering the marks of his
divinity by the works of nature, and hiding his immecdiate power, by the vis-
ible agency of inferior beings.

Anthropomorphism

The attribution of human characteristics to animals has a very long his-
tory; and I shall start by looking at the influence of Asop and Aristotle
upon eighteenth-century thinking about animals.

' (Plate V)
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138 SAMULEL JOHNSON’S MENAGERIE

Armor ... [S)he was ... Tame enough, & suffering her mouth to be open’d by
her keeper, who caus’d her to lie downe, when she appeared like a [greate]
Coach overthrowne, for she was much of that bulke, yet would rise as
nimbly as ever I saw an horse ... [T]o what stature she may arive if she live
long, I cannot tell; but if she grow proportionable to her present age, she
will be a Mountaine: They fed her with Hay, & Oates, & gave her bread.!

By the ume the second rhinoceros arrived in London in 1739, the entry
fee this beast could command had more than doubled to ‘25 64 each
person’. This very considerable sum — which could almost have bought
four dinners at the Pine Apple in New-street — may well have putit outof
reach of the young Johnson, who had just moved to the capital and was
scratching a wretched living for himself and Tetty with his pen. We know
a lot about this animal thanks to James Parsons, who visited him, drew
him, and described him in a letter read to the Royal Society on 9 June
1743 and published in their Philosophical Transactions Vol. XLII, for the
Years 1742 and 1743. It was a two-year-old male, which had arrived from
India ‘in the Ship Lyel’ on *the First of June ... and was brought to Eagle-
street, Red-Lion-Square, on the 15th of the same Month'.

[Flrom his being first taken, to the time of his landing in England, his
Expences amounted to Onc Thousand Pounds Sterling.

He was fed here with Rice, Sugar, and Hay: Of the first he cat Seven
Pounds to about Three pounds of the Sugar; they were mixed together, and
he eat this Quantity every Day, divided into Three Meals, and about a Truss
of Hay in a Week, besides Greens of different Kinds, which were often
brought to him, and of which he seemed fonder than of his dry Victuals;
and drank large Quantities of Water at a Time.?

Although *he did not exceed a young Heifer in IHeight', he was ‘very
broad and thick’; and Parsons hints at the threat he posed, despite his
appearing ‘very peaceable in his Temper’, and allowing himself ‘to be
handled in any Part of his Body’. For he

is outrageous when struck or hungry, and is pacified in either Case only by
giving him Victuals. In his Outrage he jumps about, and springs to an
incredible Height, driving his Head against the Walls of the Place with
great Fury and Quickness, notwithstanding his lumpish Aspect: This I
have seen several times, especially in a Morning, before his Rice and Sugar
was given him; which induces me to believe he is quite indomitable and
intractable, and must certainly run too fast for a Man on foot to escape him.*

22 Otober, 1oN4
hdo Thans pp 3289

dad po 32

sbiainii

ANIMALS IN THE FLESH 139

And this threat would have been compounded by the animal’s unease In
its unnatural surroundings:

] have observed a very particular Quality in this Creature, oflistening_ 1o any
Noise or Rumour in the Street; for though he were eating, sleeping, or
under the greatest Engagements Nature imposes on him, he stops cvery
thing suddenly, and lifts up his Head, with great Attention, till the Noise 1s
over.!

For selected visitors, the Bengali
keeper would rub his back and
sides with straw, while he lay on the
ground, to ‘make him ... emit his
Penis’, an organ of ‘extraordinary
Shape’.

(I)n its utmost State of Erection, it
never was extended to more than
about Eight or Nine Inches. Its Ter-
mination is backward in a curved
Direction, so that he is a retromin-
gent Animal, and consequently
retro-generative.’

Parsons, who had ‘several times
secn him pissing’, observed:

Fig. 76: The Penis in an erect state

a. The first Theea or Praputium, of a darker
colour.

b. The sccond Theca, being fesh-coloured.
¢. The tubular Glans Penis

he turns his Tail to the Wall, and,
extending his hind Legs assunder,
crumps himself up, and pisses out in
a full Stream as far as a Cow.?

But it was the skin of the rhinoceros, ‘impenetrable’ ‘inflexible” and
‘musketproof”, that most impressed every spectator; and Parsons saw in its
folds an example of ‘the great Wisdom of the Creator”. For if the skin were

continued all over the Creature, as the Skins of other Animals, without any
Folds; he could not bend any way, and consequently not perform any nec-
essary Action; but that Suppleness in the Skins of other Quadrupeds, w%uch
renders them flexible in all Parts, is very well compensated in this Amme}l
by those Folds; for, since it was necessary his Skin should be hard for his
Defence, it was a noble Contrivance, that the Skin should be so soft an.d
smooth underneath, that when he bends himself any way, onc Part of this

Vibid. p. 334
*ibid
ibid.



vl

< £321506 13 21 1L AUEUSOAR] N0 UTUOII|2S wapad p spdwicsown ey 1. LL iR |

A

s 1 IHL NI STYWINY

9¢c d puyg

9]qenauaduWI YITm 1353q 2 pa[eds A[SNOLIMD AI34 ‘31161 01 PBIY WOIJ SpIed
Z A1y 134 10U seam 11 Q[ipodosn) uendA85 oY1 Surjquuasal 10adsas £1349 Ul
‘SpUB[] URIPU] A\ Y1 JO SWIOS wWodf 1ySno1q ‘S[1P0d0I7) SUTAI[ B 39S 01 1UaM

OS[E UA[DAT *SOI200ULLL D) PAISLA I APP AL 1O "1AAD
-MOP] "2dMIEIID BUIAI[ 313 UDIS PEY MdJ 1N * ULYIEIAY | JA 10 I[IPOIOL )
€ JO UOD[ING, A1 PARUGIXD A2100G [eAOY a1 Jo winasnw oy pue ‘doys
s Aedapode ue Auewr ur uny p, Jyms J01eBI[[e UY, [PLUIEM JNOTIIM AIA
-11S JOUUED SI[IPOD0ID puE s101eF1[[e ‘uryl U0 10] :FuIpou 01 awued y1ed
s.saure( 3G JO SaSIBIL pauteIpun ayr ur s3[1pod0Id daoy o1 suefd s | sawe[

SaJIp03047y pUD 1010311}

"BIPU] WO} AX STOT 10) pa1nd0oi1d uaaq pey ‘g 01 ()/ /] WOl paal]
1 2I3YM ‘SIIESIIA UT meS uosuyof auo a3 puy “auafeusu aiiie] € pey
pUE SANISOLIND JO SUONIQIYX PAAUNOW oYM *dFuryD), 12ax7 Jo “YIe[D)
sewoy I o1 plos [ewrue unok ay Ajqeqold sem [¢ 10 ()6L] Ul sqqag
Aq paiured sorasouys ay | -ooejndod paysunousapun A[a3IE] € 103 25011
UONUAW 01 10U ‘SYAUOUW INUIM Y Ul AIFUNT 1UIM UIJO (IIM *d[1ILD
PUE ‘SISIOY JANEU PANIOM-PIEY Y} 10] J[QE[IEAE $321N0s21 a2 padjdap
aaey IsnUI $310A1q19Y Junisia a3ny jo uonduwnsuod snowoud dy |

(TIA Med) " 1218 JO S]IE(]
1, Sumyuup pur * peasg Jo spunod gg put Aep{ Jo spuno (2 Aeg| A1oaa,

Fununsuos aySop SPUNO 009 PUE YOI 12T T, SEM A5 ‘UOPUOT
payoeas oys awn A Ay - Jop-de e ox1] SAIpr put USWAUIE) JO SI|QE].
oY} PUNOL UN SEY AJDAISSIIONS SIEIL 0M) 10] puek ‘Funok A1aa 1ygned
Sem 31 9STIBDAQ ‘qUIET € SE JLUel Se, sem Jsod say 01 Gurprodoe ‘pue judopy
1v349) 343 JO SUOTUNLO(T D Ul ‘PIS7 UTIYFNED, UdAQ pry * YSIE-Tpaquue
Ul WOOIL) PuE 35JOY 33, IE PAIQIYXD * [EWIUY IJqON PUE jpaue)y ‘Buisuding,

Siy ] "¢ 30 a8 ap 1w QG 1 [11dy $1 UO PaIp ASIA ISE] 127 UO PUE ‘SOG/] A

U1 $3LUN 22143 UOPUOT 01 dwred A[qeqord ay§ Lm0l B Ul [BALLIE 13y Buisn

-1aApe s13150d o131 wody axae)) 'H "L AQ payora uaaq sey ssardouad 1a1y pue

‘wodfem uapoom 1inq Ajjedads e ur spod ‘Auttiaan ut stanupe Aq patueu

sem 3ys se ‘eIe[D) ‘Y[em o1 pey stueydape pue sieaq afiyy Auedwo)) vipuj

1seq Y] a3 Jo dakojduia awn-3uo B IO 1P ULA INOW IMNO(]

Joumo yongg Susurdiaiud 1ay jo Auedwos ayp ur aodoang ur 4[aats

~UIXD PI[[IAEI SOIIOUIYL ULIPU] I[BWI] & G/ PUE [H/] UDIMII(

bl ] dUN{ Ul YIIMION] ST It

se 103 aaey Avw pue ‘puedus Ut 1ol uo 1uom A[qeqold so1adouiyd S
("01 pasodsIp 9q 1YW 3y UOTIOW AIRIUN]OA AIDAD JO ADURWLIONID]

a4l arelfroe] 131w se ‘Apog S1y JO $I9B[J Yyans ut pase[d aq pinoys spjo;]
[BI9ADS 3S3Y1 181 PUE {13Y10 9Y1 1340 2A0YS 10 dI[s p[NOYS UG I[-pIrOy

TIHIOVNIW S, NOSNHO TINAVS Ot 1



OARDIIE og U pemon

J'S|ID 42140YS 2aDY *S1 $11{1 JAPUIE) YINYM JO ‘SDWA] Y1 10Y] 40 “INISLIAIDIDIYD
paauad v 2q 01 jou asoddns Kpw ao “uoumuasaday] a1 wof 1uaiaffip Suiaq sufJ ¢
“1y31s 51qea213€ 150W B PIOJJE 1SNW AIY) *3SEI 3Y] Anuanbaig st
o1y » T3y15801 FUIpad] U3as 3T PAIPUNY JIY] JO OM1 UIY | 'SSE UOUIUIOD
o1 ay1] A[ysiey pue A[pnoj skeiq 1] ‘snotreda1d s1 pue ‘$a[qe1d3aa 19410
PUE SSBIS U0 SP23J ‘PIIOM 3 U SIINIBIID AISUIJOUT ISOUL 33 JO SUO STI]
A[j2q 241 JO S[ppTUI 3Y3 01 yIBQ Y1 Jo do1 31 Woy £poq
3[0YyM dY1 punoLIns 1nq J3811 31 Jo $Ye311S Y1 NI| pawred 10u a1 1nq Apoq
311 JO 3SIA $S015 UIN1 A311 ¢Ass0[3 ST KRy 3 pue quduiq AI9A [[k 918 25341
$211YM PUE ‘UMOIQ “NIL[Q ‘SINO[0OD 3311 Y1Im PIALIIS ST [BUITUE J[OYM Y T
*s,UOY[ € JO JauUBW Y1 Ul IRy
3uy Jo ysnq e sy 11 213ym ‘pua Y1 01 Leas 31 [[B INJ LIOYS ¥ [AIM PIIIA0O
s1s1q1 pue ¢, puno1d 3y sdaams 150U (e 1BY] [TE1 8 OS[E SEY 1] ‘uordajiad 1ea1g
ut SuLIeay Jo asuas Y1 Sey pue ‘sIea Juoy sey 1] ‘8e1s & JO 3501 ULyl 1O
221628 3Je $3a[ S11 PUE $3SIOY J0BI B JO 1BY1 SE 1URBE3[3 SE PUE ‘[[RWs ST OS[R
£poq 511 {pauIn A[2UY Y23U $11 PUE ‘[[BIS ST peay S1] 'SISSE INO JO JUO SE [[¥1
S 1TI0QE ST *P1IOM Y1 UI SAIMIBIID [IYIINEIq 1SOU Y1 JO IUO ‘BIQIZ Y,
‘sarusadoid $11 Jo 2a1IdLI0SIP 3J€ S2UI] BUIMOT]O] OY1
PUE 3U0 198X3 AI2A B S13[111 9Y1 BUnuoyj woneiuasadaray I, -asnoy s A1safewt
1oy Ieau yoopped e ut urpasj A[[r19Us3 mOU S PUE ‘ordoad jo sisquinu
Aq uaas usaq sey sduadnpur parnieu poos s L1sateur 134 woyy ‘lewrtue Sy,

(18 F1g) -apoue Surkueduiodse ue uim ek drues A Jo A [ 10§ aurzvdopy
uopto7 o ut pareadde aumoid syp gg/1 ut oLy udanY) 01 PAIUS
-a1d sem pue ‘uoyisdig], SNL Ul SWEPY stwoy [, 11§ Aq 1ydnouiq ‘adoy
poon) 3o adeD) d13 WOy JuIe IO YSHLgG U0 JOOY 135 01 £1GaZ 181 O L

viqaz s, E:J:Z\U :huzo

- ALIOUOIa puE SIdUUEL *S1qey 1132 APIIS, 03 PAYSIA 12UMO JL3 Y] Otm
“AEp Y3 JO SUTLIONSIY [EATIEU A} PAIEINE YIIYM ‘UOPUOT 121G ¥/ U
s[eLIue SulAL[ JO UONII[OD JAISUIIXD UE 1doy [[rasuny aynpruLey ‘puey
1310 A1 UQ) "POOMPOOL) 1T JIE SIY [1EIUIQ SGUIOITIED PALIY UL $ISEX]
19589] JO 1S0Y| € PUL Of[IPELLIE UE "SUOOIEL 321 “sazuedunyd v spiedoa)
OM *$I13q IAIY) "SUOI] OM] "SIIBL OMI "SIA[OM JAl PISTIOY PUOTLLPLY JO
ANC] PUOAS A1 SOELT AU U] SJOQUIAS SIIEIS 21IM ‘A|parqniopun ‘suonad|
-[02 2wog "3|qeIyeId PUE YSLIQ StM — UOPUOT UL SIaquinu aBae| 219Mm 21313
WOy JO — BUNEJ DLONI UT SI9[EIP [EIDIILIIOD 10] ssauisng pur ‘pue|3ug
UI 20§92 123U SE AIMIUAD (DUINYSID a1 U1 paYSHINOY sauadeuawt geAlld

SUODA[[O)) deald

; WAyl 182 10U
PP 1Nq ‘Ysy 32141 10 0M1 1YSNeD IH "ASIMIPIS [[1q 3UO] STY PaUINI PUE PLIY

.~n~ HIS31d 1L NI STVININY

[ BTN EN] nes

PO

ey

sty paddip ay :pagqam [[am 132) ST "YSIj UD1kI 01 INOGR WEMS PUR ‘UIR]
-unoj e 01 1Udm ‘1n0 13[ 3U1dq oy ‘uedrdd e sea spaiq ay1 Juowry—-young
JUO YA S[3WRD Om] —'dSI0Y Aue Ukl JA[[R1 ‘UIMSny 2yl pI[ed soydunq
0m) 1M AIRPIWOIP 10 [JWRD OY [ —MITA [[41 JOU PIP | s1a811 ay | —uol]
oy L -awel Aiaa [[e—ismed s1y 1no ind 1rdq umoiq ay | —Burreadde isnl
$ysn1 sty yira ‘queydsfa SunoA oy —usxo Inoj se ‘sdeyrad ‘81q se :3unok
ySnoy1 ‘rewrtue 1seA B isdiy Sy $s0I1d pue Apoq S1Y J2A0 PI[qnop Yio[d
3S00] IN1] SPIOJ UTHS YT {$SOID $IYIUL INOJ “HUIY) T ‘siseq 21 imoI8 []1m “dsod
-dns [ 'yo1ysm ‘Aeme paied pue us0Iq UIOY Y1 ‘SOIIDOUIY — [[RUS ‘BUIYD)
Jo 8eis yorjg—a1m ‘19u a1 :a8ar] L1234 A1etay—8unod ‘pury pue ferg
's[Ing 10 ‘suokoje—awel :punoild ayl1 uo {133 YIB[q JAY1 SqIeD ‘S12URLD)

Jenof S1y Ut papionar HosUyO[ 1aAISqO SHOLIND I 18]

['qIrop 01 3utaTeIs 250 UDW SN PUNOIE [[P USYM 2SUDAX? 1821F 1B S[EWIUE PI0j 01
[nJoweys S1 11 10 *pea1q yoe[ djdoad a1 usym pasonsap aq isnuw sar1adeudpy|

- WIEJ ap 1uainaw mb sawwoy
$S3p 108 P INOINE & uo puenb sie1y spueld g $§319q SIP JLLINOU P XNAIUOY 18I
[t 183 ‘ured ap 1uanbuew sajdnad sa] puenb saIZRUIW S 2INIIP 1NEJ []

TONM[OAY 243 BULINP pud sNOLIO(SuL UE 01 UI0D 0 APIOYS Sem pue *aal
-S| S11 150 PeY IATRUIUW S ‘ JUAIXI 18AIF Jo 2dv[ed, S 1M ‘$I|[TESIap
3O UMO) UEIWL, J1 01 1ISIA ULNINE J12(]) IPELW AdUdINY) put "Ly SIpy
pue Iy ‘uosuyof uaym 4aaamot) ‘G// 1 K¢ 'poutojtad Aaenar atam yjas
-ty uny a1 AQ popuane U0 ‘SUONIASSIP PUL {SISILIE PIIEUSISIP S1H JO
Juo AqQ umelp 10 paruied Sem 31 ‘paaLLIE UIWIDAAS MU ITD Sy PlIOM )
Ul S15L( PAged JO U0NIA[j0d PIpualds 1SOUT AP S [[am S 21IUID AUTISI
B USI[GRISI 01 SUBUIY *ZO| Ul ALITEUSW $3[[1BSIIA 21 di1 138 ATY SINOT

UISPUIAT SIIIOSLY | 2 |

S vaipd 0 UEY) IIITD UYL JO AUO
01 19321 01 AJONI[ SL 1L "PISN ST p1om SIY1 uaym ‘1350 AN 243 UEL) IdUOL
-LOD 4am S[ELLIUY 2$aL3 AdUs pury ‘stoyaued 1o ‘syrasay srwnd siendel
‘spaedoa) o1 parpdde aq pinod pue K[as00] A13a pasn sem 1081 prosm
I SALINIUID (UINYTID PUE IIINUIAIS YT UL 1LYI PAIOU G PINOYS
1] umop ut 10ans A19a2 ut oy ‘siueydalyg ‘s1o84) Csuor] aaam Ao
1Y) PAILIS SIYSBIS UOPUOT JO NGO[RIED € ¢/ /| Ul PUE " FUILONUAU [1IOM
221EDS AIE AST) UOWIWIOD 0§ UMOIT, d1am S1951 1B SPLoddT pary PaN
"3a193jaul paaotd pey  mamon paaf d1e Yoy sastaq 110 Aut 10 'Spae
-doay 'sassouol] ‘suol], Jo Aejdsip 2 Surppiqlo) 1amo A e suaBeuapy
ehoy] oy jo Ajodouotu ap aatasaad o1 pauSisop '£69] Jo 1Ipa uy

FJIMIHDVNIW S NOSNIOI 1INWVS

0€l1



T_::«‘a,
Ao
IR AR SR I FACE SR I |
[ s Iy
I

HIA

e

s
s
ST REY
1 1O pUOOISYOUY L
3 putaen
_f u

CEEY HADVR




