IMITATION RHINO HORNS
Ly
Exic R. \LfRED
Rutfles Moo, Singapore

[he exiztence ot faked thinoceros horns which have Hesn confused
4~ genuine ones, has been poirted out by Hootjer (1931 who described
L spreiiien from Djakarta that wias made (rom the horn of an ordinary
Water Buffulo, Lubalus bubals -Lonn). In 1027, Neuviile described
i detal two such specimers which he claimed to be horns of the Javan,
or One-horned Rhinoceros, Runoceros sondaicus Desraar. A hgure of
ane of these was given by Bourdelle (1453), who also accepted it as a
rhinoceros norn.

In fanuary 1959, I received trom Singapore a similar cxample which
| immediately identified as a product of Wazer Buffalo hern. It was
almost identical with a specimen that had been previously publicised in
a local newspaper (Straits Times, 1:th. January, 1958).  As a result of
{urther publicity in the local press (Sunday Times. 10th. July, 1960), two
[urther specimens were forthcoming.

The first of these (Pl. XVIII, figs. 1 & 2), was one of two that were
purchased for about $300/- (Malayan) from Saigon in October 10537,
[t was made from the entire horn of a young Gaur. Bibos gaurus Smith.
The specimen was well polished and the base was carved with rows of
knobs, the latter probably imitating the rough skin of rhinoceros. There
were four smooth prominences carved symmetrically on the polished part,
tveoon the convex side and nne on either <ide of these twn.  The speci-
men was immediately recognised as a fake :ince, unlike rhinoceros horn.,
it was hollow (Pl. XVIII, fig. 2) and the horny substance was laid down
in concentric layers.

The second specimen (Pl. XIX, figs. 1 & 2), was a much better
imitation and was similar to Hooijer's example and my earlier specimen
from Singapore. It originated locally from Taiping and has been in the
possession of its present owner for the last 40 years. It was made from
Water Buffalo horn and was constructed of two parts, the hollow
base, into which the solid tip of the buffalo horn had besen inzertec
and held fast with glue. The protruding tip was mostly polished and
the base was again carved to look like rhinoceros skin. There were also
cight smooth prominences arranged symmetrically on the base. An
interesting feature was the disruptively gcuged undersurface of the base
(Pl. XIX, fig. 2), an attempt apparently at diverting attention from the
otherwise conspicuous circular outline of the joint.
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The use of thineeres horn s an aphradisie Chinese medicine 15
well known.  Laced now with the near extineiion ot the Malaysian
species ot rhinuceros wheeh are at the same wme well protected
by game laws, it (5 not surposing it .ubstitute hoens are heing pririuced.
Hooijer (1179) pomnts out tha imitat:on horns may e seen di=played
prominently wn Chinese medicine <hops 1n Djakartii 1», what he claims to
be, advertisements for the senuine horone L have, however, taled to
see any being put lo such u-e in Madava. [t furthermore seems to e
lighly unlikely that these imitations would have been prepared 50 pain
stakingly merely for this purpost. For the present, [ am accepting
them merely as fakes which have pern manubactured solely for disposal

as genuine itoins
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Foutnote :

While this paper was ia the pres the -writer received yrt znother imitation
made from Water Buffalo horn which wis somewhat si r in appearaner to the
last onc described ab: (ser Singapor: g S 1980). Tt was
however in nne piec: with 1 hollow base Of particular interest was the
powidered scrapiags from this specimen had been nsed for welicinal purposes on

A number of occusions.
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COLLECTING MALAYAN ACRIDOI
By

V. M. DirsH
Anti-Locust Research Centre, London

The Acridmdea are commonly known a- gra:=hop
Sometimes they are called short-horned grasshoppers
Tettigomodea or long-horned grasshoppe:s which con-
other sub-orders of Orthoptera. Acridoidea po-sess
wsually shorter than the body and a shori ovipositar
are threc-segmented. Tr:tigoniordea have long antenn.
or much ionger than the bodv. and an ovipositor whic
and ensiform: the tarsi ere four-segmentled

The recently separated sub-o-der Te:r:izoidea 1 va-
from Acrdoides by the elonzate pronoium. u-tally « xt
end of the body. by the zhsence of wa arolium butwe
the two-segmented tarsi o: the foo: angd ‘mddie ieg-

There are many oher important charicte- for cif
suborder:. but thosc momnoned abeve ale -umuacen
purpose: o coliectars. 1 de no- =nenion the ot o <ul
tera sinc: they are easily recognizable at ~icht wne an
encountered.

Up to the end ¢f 145~ hetween 1200 and 1700 o
mately 1 o0 spesies of Ao.geidea wers rnown fon
These numbers incrcase every veas and will probuatly
for a Jong e, smes the rate of anerease = st sy

The Acrtdedeas are dstribated thr uchous wac wies
polr regons, but the numbers of g el s
the vquator.  Tacy fisurizh mest o sut -tropes 0 and
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