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The effects of paying tribute to the imperial court in the history on rhinoceres’ extinction and elephant’s en-
dangerment in Southern Yunnan/XU Zai-Fu
Abstract In accordance with the statistics from related historical documents, we estimated that 79 ~ 123
rhinoceros horns had been paid as tribute to the imperial courts of China from southern Yunnan since the Yuan
Dynasty (the 13rd century). The rhinoceros in the region, therefore, was becoming extinct during the period
of the Qing Dynasty from the end of the 18th century to the beginning of the 19th century. The last
rhinoceros was killed in 1957 in southern Yunnan. Meanwhile, 1140 ~ 1339 elephants and 38 ~ 76 ivories
were estimated to be paid as tribute to the imperial courts of China from southern Yunnan since the Yuan Dy-
nasty, and elephants were fallen into the situation of endangeredness in the middie of the 17th century. Paying
tribute, as a special human factor, was one of the important reasons for the endangerment and extinction of
rhinoceros and elephants. Although rhinoceros has been extinct in southern Yunnan, it can be reintroduced in
recent ecoenvironment.
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Table 1  Number of rhinoceros and elephants paid as tribute to the imperial court from southern Yunnan since Yuan
Dynasty

48 LS RS R i (g};gﬁ)
. The title NI N Number of tribute VR DY 2
A of an Py B AT (R ) Reason of
Dynasty , ’ Site of tribute ) tribute
emp(.lror s {Year-month| ke | 2F () | BAGE) (except the
reign Elephant tvory Horns regulations)
| BRKH 1312 | NEBSE.&E +
R 1338 | ZBH(ER) +
& EILTE 1341 £ BE 3
ZIC 314 1365 & 3
HR 15 F 1382 "R 2
w16 4 1383.3 ’;?(é\@‘x&uﬂx%i& +
PE AN #®
Bk 21 4 1388 R 500 WO RN
300 A
B 22 1389 | + GERCE S
B 224 | 13897 | BB +
B 24 F | 1391.10 | EH +
M 24 4 | 1391.12 | BN + +
W 244 | 1391.6 | AB(SRIEE) +
BEE 25 A | 1392.1 | R + +
W 27 F 1394 .1 B Tt +
R 274 | 13945 | AH 4 AR
M 284 | 1395.4 | N + +
Bk 28 4 | 1395.12 | AT +
ol mRoasa | 140209 | A + ¥
| e 58 g8 fx (B )
MR 354 | 1402.9 AW R v +
KR TG 1403.1 | 58 & F +
EE.BEESE
K4k 3 1405.4 | FTHEHHI.TE. K. + +
4 1)
KR 34 1405.7 | &8 +
KRS 1407.3 | &) A4
K5 1407.6 | K3} +
KRS | 1407.6 ;E)%“‘"@“ﬂ% ;
6 4 1408.6 | KB (SHF LA +
KH 64 | 1408.7 ;I;)?ﬁ(é‘%a%ﬂ'iiﬁ +
KA 64 | 1408.10 | B #H# +
KA 64 | 1408.11 | NFH X +
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F 1(EE)  Table | (continued)
o LR RS B LR A
The title INTL _ Number of tribute (B 1 51)
R ,f' . - BTN () Reason of
Dynasty oran v Site of tribute tribute
emperor’ s Year*montH K2R | 25X | B (except the
reign Elephant Ivory Horns regulations)
K5 6 F 1408.12 | & R +
KR T4 1409.5 | #H + +
KR 7 A 1409.7 | A +
KR T 1409.8 | AHKH +
A8 14104 | &H +
KR 8 1410.7 | K +
KR 9 A i411.5 | B ¥
K5k 94 1411.9 | BB EHOVH) ¥
AKE O | 1411.12 | BT KE &K i
AE 104 | 1412.10 | &R t
i = 1413 RN
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| U o - S AN < I
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]
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. B} AR OB LN T K
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/]
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et | a5y | RUATERN ..
)
. . AR LA E
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VA Kf . A&
crEate | lasa | 00 Kb A & .
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7 3 4F 1428.6 JNEH KA R
WEE R LR M T M
HE S A4 . e +
B il 5 A 4300 e Ko
B AR 6 4F 1431.6 | AH K t
T | 1431.10 | AF B 4 +
HAE T A 1432.8 | 8 +
i) FE 2V RIE (5
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=g 33. Sl s -+
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¥ iﬁb@%&i% é;é}gﬁ)
- ; N o ) tribut »
R Ih? title ;7}% F UM () e e e Reasons of
Dynast oban Site of tribute trib
ynasty e h €0 ) . . tbute
emperorts |Year* mont KRR | RF () | BA(EL) | (except the
reign Elephant Ivory Horns regulations)
HE I | 1434.6 giﬁw/&ﬁk +
E& 2 1437.9 | &8 +
E& 3 4F 1438.7 | B
EH% 34 1438.9 | & + +
ELSH | 1440.2 | M ; gﬂ g it
E4 5 4 1440.9 | 8B /NFH KA + + +
E% 74 1442.7 | &% +
F% 74 | 1442.10 | B + gﬁéﬁamﬁt%}k
E4 94 1444.6 | #)I i
% 104 | 1445.4 | £H +
ES 104 | 1445.6 | NB KRG ) +
ES 114 | 1446.4 | B + £ BT B
E5 114 | 1446.8 | K . Fif +
ES 114 | 1446.11 if‘sﬁﬁ%&ﬁ”% +
G124 | 1447.12 | RIP EH +
ES 134 | 1448.8 | BN N gg%@%
= AH HE S EK,
9 RERE 1450.4 i 4
FHFE2E 1451.7 | iy +
# BESHE | 14549 | Fify N
BARGHE | 14555 ;’;E‘/\Eﬁ@‘% |
BRTE 1456 BN 3 4 L3RRS
mETHE 1456.7 | BEJI +
K34 | 1459.10 | KF +
KA S 4 1461.6 | £ H EHt +
KIGi 8 4F 1464.8 | &K +
BALTRHE | 1465.2 | £F +
WAL 2 | 1466.9 gi‘%ﬁi“ﬁj‘ N
BALS4E | 1469.2 | T8 4
AL 5 4 1469.4 | #ifa) 4
MAL 10 4E | 1474.6 | T b
AL 16 4E | 1480.6 gﬁ‘%ﬁ‘/\ﬁ* .
R 17 % | 1481.5 ﬁ?ﬂi%‘ﬁ*‘m b
AL 194 | 1483.8 ﬁ‘l%‘ﬁgi*"ﬁ + +
AL 20 4F | 1484.8 | ABH KM + +
Ak 21 4F | 1485.10 | B +
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R 1(%E) Table 1 (continued)
8 ERBER EFRA
T}i title NG Number of tribute (Bxf&BI5h)
gt [ 4 - L FMATF Gl TT) Reason of
Dynast ot an , . " Site of tribute tribute
emperor’s |Year-mont KECR) | #F (L) | BAGD | (except the
reign Elephant Ivory Horns regulations)
Ak 23 & 1487.3 | &F +
MR TLAF 1488.9 | 4t +
B34 18 4 | 1505.11 | &3 +
EvE T4 | 1528.10 | AP FFHk + %ggﬁi%ﬁ
EW 404 | 1561.1 | R +
FEX 444 | 1565.1 | R 5 10
R5 48 4 1569 | &8 + +
T34 1575.3 | WF (S RER) +
FH 1248 | 1584.4 | BBl 1 TS
FH 128 | 1584.3 | B 5 100 £ g’;%ﬁﬂm
B FH 134 | 1585.3 | 4ify + ;mﬁﬁﬁﬁ
FH 134 | 1585.5 | &H + +
# FH 13 & 1585 AE +
FH 144 | 1586.3 | & 2 R R
Fh 144 | 1586.6 | &## + BRREEZ
FH144E | 1586.6 | FH +& F% 6 ZHE 2
Ti16 4 | 1588.10 | &3 +
FH 184 | 1590.3 | &% +
TGI8 4 | 1590.3 | ¥E + +
FH 214 | 1593.11 | $H5E +
FH 224 | 1594.3 | &3 + 2958
FH284 | 1600.10 | FIK &% + HIETy
Tl 41 4F | 1613.9 | EH EB HEE +
T 444 | 1616.4 | BB +
KIBTCHE | 1621.12 | B +
WG 16 5 | 1659.1 | & 2 gé&%}? #
RERITE 1662.4 | #ifa %
" HEER 2 4F 1663.7 | 4ty z
HRE3LE | 1766.7 | BB 2 guf%"&
ﬂ “ ”
BRE36AE | 1771.6 | BR BIE + + g R #
BHE 40 4E | 1775.11 | BR FiE + +
BiRE S5 4 | 1790.6 | Bk 2
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), BIEA 108 R(BBEARPFPHEHEKOOR),GEHE 20K, BREFTICEANE T4
K AMERMN LK (EMEE). bl SitEk, Lamgmits 87 k-4, b 458
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£3 TRAMPEFLRASHKTER(HE) M 3 AT LA W, T 0 5 b B A ol i i 2

Table 3 Number of elephants and ivory to be paid as ,, : e
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42 we(L) wes(y) P E 17 fa AR IR BE B iR
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) SIS 7 R AT LR R, AL
iz fggf;f 22:;2 T 90K 5 AR H R PG k22 g A e R E
17 21~27 0 25 5 [ 6 0 S DT, DA R4S R A 4R
18 68 -8 Mot 4R I R SRR B & 0 7 A
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