Ziwa Ranch, a private cattle ranch located

2 in Nakasongola district, will be the location
for Uganda'’s rhino sanctuary. The owner of
- the ranch, Capt. Joe Roy, has given Rhino

8l Fund permission to use his land for the
breeding of white and black rhinos.

In January last year, Dr. Rob Brett, Rhino
Program Coordinator in Zimbabwe, came
over to do a feasibility study on the ranch.

W return fare from Harare) sponsored his
visit. Main goal of the study was to deter-
mine the maximum carrying capacity for
Northern or Southern
White and Eastern rFa ‘ x 7 A
Black rhinos, based on 71{ LA
the vegetation avail-
able on the ranch. The
outcome is that Ziwa
can house a maximum
of almost 50 rhinos! ]
RHINO
In order to keep ani- SANCTUARY
mals in and poachers
out, the total area (70 sgkms) will be sur-
rounded by a solar powered, 2-meter high
electric fence. Rangers will be trained in
anti-poaching techniques and a monitoring
system will be set up so that the rhinos can
easily be located from the ground or from
the air.

Discussions about the options of bringing
rhinos to Uganda take place with countries

Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary

IUCN and Kenya Airways (provider of the ;

both in Africa and overseas. Dependent on
the distance, rhings can be transported by
road or by air. An airstrip will be con-
structed so rhinos can be flown in, but also
to fly in tourists and emergency veterinary
help.

Ziwa airstrip after the first clearing

The sanctuary is located 170 kms North-
west of Kampala, along the tarmac road to
Murchison Falls - one of the main tourist
destinations of Uganda. A tourist lodge is
under construction: five self-contained ban-
das, an open bar/restaurant area and
swimming pool are beautifully located along
the swamps of Lugogo river. The sanctuary
will also

house fa-  (Kifaru Kawa

cilities for | ¢ awa Coffee in Jinja has pro-
school d duced a premium roasted cof-
gr\(’)il;ﬁzran fee called Kifaru Kawa
information | (Kifaru being the Swahili
centre. word for rhino). Part of the

Sherrino and Kabira f
Our first two rhinos, Sher-
rino and Kabira, are doing
extremely well in the
Uganda Wildlife Educa-
tion Centre in Entebbe.
They recently celebrated
their one-year anniversary
in their new home!

B WASMOETH
WILDLIFE

Ml rounoaTiON

&amihg Back Home

sales will be spent on helping
us to
bring
§ | back the
.| rhino to
N [ Uganda.
We are
| very

| happy
with this
initiative!
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Big Thank You's to:

M2M DAS Challenge

In April last year, six brave rowers
crossed Lake Victoria in search for adven-
ture and for money for three charities:
Nsambya Babies home, Hospice Uganda
and Rhino Fund. The row — from Mwanza
in Tanzania to Munyonyo in Uganda -
took them
five days
and twenty
minutes,
an enor-
mous
achieve-
ment that
most likely Nax®
will make it ' ®°
to the

The Finish at Munyonyo
Guinness Book of Records.
For Rhino Fund Uganda they raised 27

million Ushs — 15,000 US Dollar! — and for
that we are very grateful to the team and
to their sponsor, DAS Air Cargo.

Rhino Raft Race

On September 1%, Nile River Explorers
organized the Rhino Raft Race in support
of Rhino Fund Uganda. 17 Teams com-
peted on the first stretch of the Nile, be-
tween the dam and Bujagali Falls. For the
rafters it was hard work but they came
back to good food and plenty of drinks! It

=21 was a great day and many thanks go to

the NRE team for raising over 8 million
Ushs (over 4,000 USD).

Two of the teams preparing for the race

UNDP/GEF Small Grants Program has
approved the Rhino Sanctuary funding
proposal for 50,000 US$! The funding will
be used to set up the initial phase of the
sanctuary.

The Wasmoeth Wildlife Fund is based in
The Netherlands and supports wildiife
projects all over the world. They have do-
nated 10,000 Euro in support of the rhino
sanctuary. You can link to their website
from www.rhinofund.org!

B Wilken Telecommunications (Uganda)
| Ltd recently donated two VHF radio sta-

tions plus two walkie-talkies. Their techni-

- i cians installed the equipment at the rhino
_ -« sanctuary.

3 Crane Bank, long-time Rhino Fund spon-
: sor, has offered to waive all bank charges

for Rhino Fund accounts!

SKAL International handed.over their
yearly donation to Rhino Fund Uganda.
We received 500,000 Ushs and also the
proceeds of their last annual dinner and
dance in December will be in support of
the rhino sanctuary!

Berggorilla und Regenwald Direkthilfe
from Germany has been so kind to lend
us their 4x4 car!

Ziwa Ranchers have made one of their
houses on the ranch available as accom-
modation for staff and volunteers working
for the rhino sanctuary. Furniture was do-
nated by Uganaa Wildiife Authority,
Ziwa Ranchers and John and Janny
Verdaasdonk.

Simon Rainsford has designed the logo
for Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary.

Kenya Airways has sponsored flights to

Zimbabwe
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