African Rhino Specialist Group

A Brief Synopsis of Activities
During 1997-1999 and
Future Plans

African rhinos now collectively number over
11 000 for thefirst time since 1984, after black
rhino numbersbottomed out at about 2,500 be-
tween 1992-1995. However the status of the
northern white rhino and western black rhino
remain absolutely critica at below 30 and 20
animals respectively.

Members of the African Rhino Specialist
Group (AfRSG) have contributed to the devel-
opment of a number of national plans and
strategies, and the Continental Action Plan has
been completed and is due for publication in
early 2000. Members attended the CITES
COP.10 in Zimbabwe in 1997 and have been
involved in the ongoing process of developing
indicators for rhino conservation success, and
avery successful AfRSG meeting was held in
Namibiain April 1998 a which numerousis-
sues were discussed and strategies devel oped.

Good progressis being made with the rhino
horn fingerprinting project, where horn from as
many as possible of the key and important
African rhino populationsisbeing anaysed. A
suite of techniques are being assessed to deter-
mine the most cost-effective approach for de-
termining the source location of horn, which
has application in law enforcement and any
possiblefuture legd trade: results are expected
in January 2000. Another extremely exciting
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initiative is the SADC rhino programme of
which the specialist group is aconsortium part-
ner. Led by the SADC Wildlife Sector Techni-
cal Coordination Unit, this Italian funded
programme will provide considerable support
for rhino conservation in the southern African
region over the next three years.

While committed to supporting all range
statesto stabilisetheir rhino populations and to
achieve a growth rate of at least 5% per year,
specid attention will be focussed on Cameroon
and D.R. of Congo where thereis a critical
need for surviva plansto be developed andim-
plemented, and also Tanzania and Kenya. We
will aso continueto review and rate rhino proj-
ectsfor priority status on request from mgor
donors. In May 2000, our largest meeting yet
(>50 participants) will be held in Lake Man-
yara National Park, Tanzania; after which a
small specialist team will visit Ngorongoro
Crater and the Selous Game Reserve at the in-
vitation of the Wildlife Division.

The generous financial support of the
AfRSG secretariat and its activities by the
World Wide Fund for Nature, the International
Rhino Fund, the UK’s Department of the Envi-
ronment, the European Commission and the
US Fish and Wildlife and State Department is
gratefully acknowledged.
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