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CHAIRMAN'’S
REPORT TO
THE RHINO &
ELEPHANT
FOUNDATION
FOR THE
PERIOD
APRIL 1995
TO MARCH
1996

During the period March 1995 to August 1996,
the Rhino & Elephant Foundation's offices

continued to be located in Rembrandt Park,
under the management of Rozanne Savory and
Petra Mengel. Vice Chairman John Ilsley devoted
considerable time and energy to REFs affairs
during this period. This was a difficult stage in
REF’s history, largely due to the downturn in
fundraising which generally affected all NGOs in
South Africa. While REF was not in a position to
support as many projects as it would have liked,
it nevertheless provided assistance and con-
tinued to act as a centre point for rhino conser-
vation in many areas of Africa.

From October 1995 to the end of the financial
year. REF’s affairs and administrative head-
quarters underwent changes. Its head-
quarters moved back to the offices of the
Wilderness Trust of Southern Africa, which very
kindly provided accommodation through to the
end of the financial year, at no cost. In addition,
Rozanne Savory resigned and took up a position

assisting the National Parks Board of South Africa



- o . of o o m

'CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

with fundraising for elephant conservation,
while Petra Mengel left to take up a position with
Save the Rhino Trust in Namibia. Heather Cowie.
Secretary to the Chairman and Secrelary of the
Wilderness Trust of Southern A’frica, was
appointed Executive Officer of REF. We would
like to thank the Wilderness Trust for providing
accommodation and financial accounting
through the offices of Kingsley Cowie headed by
Jann Kerr, a Trustee of the Wilderness Trust.

At the commencement of the new financial
year in March 1996, the Boards of the Rhino &
Elephant Foundation and of the Wilderness Trust
of Southern Africa agreed to employ a joint
Public Relations/Marketing Officer and Monique
Verduyn joined the organisations in March 1996.

REF’s activities were varied and a major
event was the staging of the Elephant Debate
which took place in May 1995 in Midrand, and
was extremely well attended. Financial support
for this event was provided by REF and support
was also received from Avis Rent A Car, Nedcor
Bank Limited, Drake International and The
Theatre on the Track. The Debate took place
between the National Parks Board and the non-
governmental organisation FALCON, and was
chaired by Rupert Lorimer.

During the vear under review, the Chairman
served on the following commiltees and
continues to do so:

@ Rhino Management Group

B Rhino Management Group Security Com-
mittee '

B African Elephant Specialist Group

& African Rhino Specialist Group

& Chairman of the African Rhino Owners
Association (AROA)

REF provided assistance with travelling
expenses and accommodation for the Chair-
man’s attendance at various workshops and
meetings held by these organisations.

AROA was formed in 1994, primarily for the
private landowner with rhinoceros populations.
The committee consists of ten members who
hold meetings on a regular basis to further the
aims and objectives of AROA, which include:

m to promote the conservation and protection of

both species of African rhinoceros on private
land throughout Africa
W to promote high standards of ethics and
proper management in the utilization of the
species
®m 10 work towards the training and upliftment of
the rangers and scouts whose job it is to
protect thinos in the field
Through the provision of editorial and
secretarial assistance from REF, AROA produces
quarterly newsletters for its members. REF, in
conjunction with AROA, held an important
1995,
“Sustainable Use Options for Rhino Manage-

workshop in  November entitled
ment,” which was attended by major govern-
mental and non-governmental stakeholders.

REF is a member of the World Conservation
Union (IUCN), and also networks with various
conservation agencies, and provides ongoing
advice and information to the media, schools
and non-governmental organisations.

Funding

During the year under review REF provided

financial assistance for the following projects:

m Elephant Debate — May 1995

B Game Rangers Training Co-Ordination Work-
shop — August 1995

@ The Elephant Management and Owners
Association — REF also continues to assist with
the secretariat of EMOA, which it has done
since the organisation’s inception. A monthly
grant is provided to the Chairperson of
EMOA, Marion Garai, who also receives
assistance from REF for the maintenance and
running expenses of her vehicle

W The African Rhino Owners Association like-
wise conlinues to receive assistance from REF

B Workshop on “Sustainable Use Options for
Rhino Management”™ — November 1995. The
workshop was held at the National Parks
headquarters and REF and AROA provided
the secretariat and sponsored the lunch for
the delegates

B REF sponsored an amount of 50 Rhino Watch
T-Shirts, earmarked for rangers and scouts in
the field of rhino conservation, as a morale-



boosting exercise. This wuas organiscd in
conjunction with the Game Rangers Associa-
tion of Africa

B African Elephant Specialist Group (IUCN)
Meeting — February 1996. REF provided
administrative and financial assistance for this
meeting

B REF provided assistance for the Chairman’s
attendance at the Game Rangers Association
of Africa Annual General Meeting held in
March 1996 at Cape Vidal, where he had been
invited to present a paper

B In conjunction with AROGA, REF initiated a
survey of rhinos on private land, following
earlier surveys conducted by REF in 1987 and
by Richard Emslie in 1994. The 1996 survey
was conducted by Daan Buijs of the African
Wildlife Management Unit of the ARC-Range
and Forage Institute, who was assisted by
Theo Papenfus. Financial support for the
survey was received from the Mazda Wildlife
Fund, Thabo Tholo, the Natal Game Mark-
eting Association, WWF International (Dr
Holly Dublin). the Japan Wildlife Research
Centre, and Shikar-Safari Club International.

In conjunction with Save the Rhino
International, REF is also secking to shift its
emphasis away from direct protectionism to
community-based rhino and elephant conser-
vation, in line with general developments in
conservation.

While the following do not fall within the
year under review, they are indicative of REF's
ongoing and expanding activities:

B REF secured the donation of a fax machine
from Nashua Limited for the Investigations
Branch of the Department of National Parks
and Wildlife Management in Zimbabwe

B Support for Adrian Shrader from the
University of Natal (Department of Zoology
and Entomology), for his research into “The
Influence of White Rhino Density on the
Movement Patterns of White Rhinos in the
Low Density Sinks of Umfolozi”

B Support for Bruce Page from University of
Natal (Department of Biology), for his
research into the elephant carrying capacity in

the north-eastern Tuli Block, based on an
assessment  of their impact on woody
vegetation.

Newsletters

REF sent out two newsletters during the year
under review. However, this situation has been
improved following the organisation’s transi-
tional period, and the employment of a Public
Relations and Marketing Officer who produces
all in-house editorials for REF. REF has
undertaken to issue quarterly newsletters and
one journal per year and also produces the
newsletter for AROA.

The Chairman is on the editorial committee
of Pachyderm, the official journal of the Species
Survival Commission of the IUCN. In addition,
the Chairman regularly submits material o the

medical publication Diversions.
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