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'SECOND JOURNEY.

At night we arrived at a place called Olive Bufh, where we 1778

49

refted. The man, to whom this place belonged, was the only t—-l-.a

one, of a whole family, who efcaped from a party of the Bofh-
men Hottentots. Thofe favages had attacked them a few years

before, and put to death the mother, brother, and fifter of-

this perfon.

On the thirtieth, we proceeded to the northward ; and, in
the evening, came to a farm called Rhinoceros Bofch, from
its having been much frequented by thefe animals fome years
ago ; though very few are now found in this part of the coun-
4ry. During the night we had much wind and rain ; and in
the morning the thermometer had fallen to forty degrees.

Purfuing our journey, north by weft, we had the Rogge
Veld Berg on our right hand. On our way we met one of
the inhabitants of the mountain, who promifed to affift us with
a team of frefh oxen to carry us to the fummit, which was
-very difficult of afcent. In the evening, we refted by the fide
of the Rhinoceros River ; but as we had no fhelter from the
inceffant hail and rain, and were unable to keep our fire light-
ed, our fituation was extremely uncomfortable. In this condition

we remained during the whole of the following day.

On the fecond of Auguft, the promifed affiftance arrived in
order to condu& us up the mountain ; but it was with the ut-
moft difficulty we could reach the fummit, the path was fo
very fteep and rugged. At eight, in the morning, I found the
thermometer at thirty degrees; and the top of the mountain

H
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5778 when they have no other provifion. This part of the country

eptember. . . . .

—~— abounds with poifonous reptiles. The quadrupeds which are
found, are Elephants, Rhinocerofes, Camelopardales, Zebras,

Elks, Koedoes, Lions, Tigers, Hyenas, and Jackals.

Mr. Van Renan returned the nineteenth. He had fhot a
Camelopardalis, towards the evening, at a great diftance from
the water, to which they immediately dire@ed their courfe,
mtending to fend a Hottentot next day to fkin the animal.
On their return, to their great furprize, a Lion fprung up
about fifty yards from.the place where the Camelopardalis
lay ; and, on their arrival, they found he had disfigured it fo
much, that nothing could be preferved except part of the fkin
of the neck, with the horns, and part of the hind quarters.
After feeing this, I refolved to crofs the river with fome of the
Hottentots, and procure the fkeleton which they left in the
fields. But by this time the river began to f{well, and the
Hottentots refufed to accompany me, as they would be in
danger of being detained for feveral months on the oppofite
fide ; this being the rainy feafon to the eaftward of our pre-
fent fituation, in which quarter we difcovered many thunder
clouds. The climate differs much from that of the Small
Nimiqua Land. During our ftay here, the thermometer rofe
from ninety-five to one hundred and ten in the fhade.

The twenty-third, we fpent the whole day in fhooting at
the Hippopotami, one of which we killed. We faw alfo the
method made ufe of by the natives to catch thefe animals ;
which is as follows : they dig large holes in the ground, along
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fail to attra& the attention of travellers. This lake is a plain
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much above the level of the fea, and between three and four “—=——v

miles in circumference. At fome feafons of the year it is
formed into an entire mafs of fine white falt, which has a very
firiking appearance. The heavy rains had diffolved the middle
part of it, a fhort time before my arrival, but round the fides
was a hard cruft of falt exa&ly refembling ice.

The adjacent country is covered with variety of fruitefcent
and fucculent plants, many of which were quite new, in par~
ticular fome of the Euphorbia. Here we were vifited by two

Caffres, the firft we had feen; for they very feldom venture .

fo far out of their own country. At night we arrived at a
place, called by the Hottentots Kow Cha, which is much fre-
quented by Lions, Rhinocerofes and Buffaloes. The foil is of
a fandy loam, and produces excellent pafture for cattle, but no
corn ; there is, however, no proof that the land is not fitted to
produce grain, for no pains is taken, at this diftance from the
Cape, to cultivate the ground. |

We proceeded, on the twenty-ninth, to the eaftward, towards
the Sondags Rivier, or Sundays River. The face of the coun-
try, at this place, has a very barren appearance ; but it produces
a variety of arboreous plants, theugh very few of any confider-
able height or fize, which demonftrates the poverty of the
foil. On our way we faw great numbers of wild Dogs, which

travel in flocks, and are very deftru&ive when they get where

there are flocks of fheep. Wild Dogs are alfo found very
near the Cape. They are much larger than the Jackal, with
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1779 large irregular blotches or fpofs on their fkin. After a very

January, " .

»—— difagreeable day’s march, through a dry flony country, we
arrived at night at the Sundays River, which is diftant from
the Cape Town about nine hundred miles. This river was the
extent of Mr. Mafon’s journey to the eaftward. There are flill

fome of the Hippopotami found here, but they are very fhy.

The following day I vifited one of the Dutch boors, who
had refided in that part of the country for many years. This
man was poflefled of numerous herds of cattle ; but had no
corn, and {carcely a houfe to live in, though the place was
_favourable for both. But the generality of thofe people are
of fo indolent a difpofition, that they feldom trouble themfelves
either to build houfes or to cultivate the ground. Thofe of
them who chufe to be induftrious, and to make the moft of
their advantages, are enabled to live in a very comfortable
manner.

One of our companions, Mr. Tunies, left us on the thirty-
firft, and we were joined by Jacob Kock, an eld German,
whom I mentioned at Swart Kops Rivier. Mr. Van Renan
and I went on towards the Great Fifh River. At noon we
overtook our waggon at a place which, in the Hottentot lan-
guage, is called Curnow. We were informed by our fervants,
that they had been difturbed in the night by fome Elephants,
which came very near the waggon.

- In the afternoon we continued our journey to a plantation,

called the Sand Fleet, belonging to our fellow traveller, Jacob
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Kock. The country here is extremely beautiful and piu- 277

refque, very hilly, and the hills are fhaded with impenetrable -l
woods ; the vallies well watered and covered with grafs, which
affords excellent pafture for cattle. Great numbers of quadru~
peds inhabit this neighbourhood, fuch as Lions, Panthers,
Elephants, Rhinocerofes, Buffaloes, Spring Bocks, &c. Ata
kttle diftance to the eaftward are fome Kraals belonging to the
tribe of Hottentots, called Chonacquas. Thefe people are
much darker in their complexion, and better fhaped than any
of the other tribes 1 had before feen. Whether this difference
arifes from their mixing with the Caffres, feveral of whom
dwell in this part of the country, or from any other caufe, I
could not afcertain. It is not very uncommon for the Caffres.
and Chonacquas to quarrel, which generally ends in an engage-
ment. In thefe encounters feveral hundreds of the Caffres
fometimes unite to oppofe their enemies, who very feldom:
bring a proportionable force into the field. But the dexterity
with which the Hottentots ufe their bows and arrows, and the
pra&ice of poifoning the latter, render them very dangerous.
enemies to thofe who only ufe the Haffagai. The difputes.
between thefe people generally originate about cattle, of which:
both nations are extremely avaricious.

We dire&ed our courfe eaftward, to the Bofhman’s River,,
and at noon I vifited a Kraal belonging to a Hottentot cap-
tain, called De Royter. This man has upwards of two hun-~
dred Hottentots and Caffres in his fervice, and a few hours -
before our arrival, had fought againft a number of Caffres,
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1770 had beaten them off the field, and taken many of their
ebruary.
- cattle.

We arrived, after fome time, at a lake of brackith water,
called by the Hottentots, Kys Guna Kie Kitie ; each of thefe
letters, which are accented, are pronounced with a hard im-
pulfe of the tongue ; at this place we ftayed all the whole
night of the firft of February.

" We intended, early the following morning, to profecute
our intended journey; but mifling our cattle, our firft care
was to difpatch our Hottentots in fearch of them. In a few
hours one of the men returned and informed us, that they
had been flolen by the Caffres, that they had difcerned the
prints of their feet, and faw, from tracing them, that the
cattle had been driven towards a village belonging to a Caffre
captain, whofe name was Mahhotie. We fent our meflenger
to the other Hottentots, and ordered them to follow the path
of the cattle till they found them, which they did. They re-
turned with them towards the evening, and informed us that
they were found a little way from the Kraal. One of the
Caffres told them, they had taken the cattle by miftake, the
evening being dark, they thought they belonged to the Hot-
tentots with whom they had fought the day before. Though
it was now late, we continued our journey about twenty miles.
In the night we arrived at a place, called the K’a Cha Chow,
which is one of the branches of the Bofhman’s River, and

where there was formerly a houfe belonging to our companion,
Jacob Kock.
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pany us to the Great Fith River, with which he readily com- «——

plied. We thence purfued our journey to the eaftward,
through a pleafant country, though quite uninhabited. There
are numerous herds of quadrupeds to be found here, of the
different fpecies which have been already defcribed. The grafs
was fo high that it reached our horfes bellies. This part of
the country is agreeably diverfified with little pleafant woods
upon the declivi;ies of the hills ; and here I found a fpecies of
Leucadendron which was quite unknown to me, and many
other beautiful plants. A {pecies of Palm, mentioned by Mr.
Mafon in his Second Journey, is alfo {cattered over the whole
country ; I found feveral upwards of twenty feet in height.
The Hottentots make bread of the pith of this plant; the
method of preparing which I fhall take another opportunity of

defcribing. In the evening we came to a place, called Now
Tu )

That the reader may have a proper idea of our courfe, I
am obliged more frequently to refer to the points, of the com-
pafs than, perhaps, may be thought confiftent with elegance.
Our road from this place lay eaft by north. On the fourth,
at noon, we came to a fmall river, which at this time was
almoft dry ; we, however, refted a few hours, feeing a herd of
Buffaloes at a diftance from us, which we intended to amufe
.ourfelves with fhooting in the afternoon. In this place I found
a beautiful plant of the Liliaceous kind, with a large crown of
white and red flowers. After dinner we divided .ourfelves into
different parties, and as foon as we were within fhot we at-
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. The morning, of the third, I requefted Mr. Kock to accom- 1779

ary.
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gl179-  tacked the buffaloes ; they were about an hundred in numbeér ;

-~ five of them we fhot ; the others fled into a wood, which was
about a mile to the eaftward of us. Mr. Kock had the animals
fkinned ; their hides making fuch excellent thongs for oxen
that they are preferred to every other material for this purpofe.
At night we arrived at the Fifh River, where we ftayed two
days. During the night we had heavy fhowers of rain, with
loud claps of thunder. Here the river affumes a fouthern di-
re&ion, and empties itfelf into the great Indian Ocean, at about
twenty miles diftance. The deepeft parts of the river are
inhabited .by the Hippopotamus, and the adjacent woods by
Elephants, Rhinocerofes, and Buffaloes. We fhot feveral of
the buffaloes, which were much heavier than an European
bullock.

Seeing no poffibility of proceeding farther with our waggon
through the impenetrable woods, we agreed that Mr. Van
Renan fhould continue with it, while Mr. Kock and I procee-
ded eafterly towards the Caffres, being informed that we could
reach their country in two or three days. Moft of the ar-
boreous plants in thefe parts were unknown to me, except the
Euphorbia Antiquorum, Erythrina Corallodendron, and the
Gardenia Stellata. We took with us a Hottentot who was
perfe@ly acquainted with the language of the Caffres. In
‘paffing through the thickets, on the banks of the Fith River,
we encountered confiderable difhiculties, till we fortunately got
into an Elephant’s path, in which we continued till noon.
'We then croffed the river and entered a fpacious plain, which
afforded us great variety of the moft beautiful evergreens I
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had ever feen; and feveral bulbous plants, fuch as Irifes and Farons
Crinums, many of which I found in flower. I particularly —
noticed one fpecies of this plant, the flowers of which were
crimfon, and in beauty and elegance far exceeded any I had

ever met with. In the evening we encamped under a large

Mimofa, and made fires during the night.

After paffing this extenfive plain, we entered a wood about
eight miles broad. In many places the trees were thinly
fcattered ; in thefe openings we difcovered numerous herds of
Buffaloes, which had not the leaft appearance of fhynefs; one
of them we wounded. Soon after this we faw a herd of Ele-
phants, about eighty in number, which approached fo near to
us, that we could obferve the length and thicknefs of their
teeth. After leaving the wood, we afcended a fteep moun-
tain, where we had a view of the Indian Ocean to the fouth-
ward ; and to the northward, a hilly country covered with
trees and evergreen fhrubs, which extended about thirty miles.
The profpe& was bounded by a range of mountains, called the
Bamboo Berg, on which grows a fpecies of Bamboo. To the
eaft we had a view of a pleafant country decorated with great
variety of plants. The country is here well watered, and pro-
duces excellent pafture for cattle. Towards the evening, of
the feventh, we obferved a fire about ten miles to the eaftward
of us, upon the flope of a green hill. Our interpreter told:
us this was at a Caffre village. At funfet we difcovered ano-
ther much nearer, and faw feveral herds of cattle. About
eight in the evening we met three of the Caffres, who were

much furprifed at our appearance, as we were certainly the:
‘ N
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Febiawy, Birft Europeans they had ever feen. They fpeedily returned

v~ and alarmed the whole village before we arrived ; but on our
arrival, they received us kindly, brought us milk, and offered
us a fat bullock agreeably to their ufual hofpitable cuftom.
This village confifted of about fifty houfes, fituate on the
banks of a pleafant river, called in the Caffre language, Mugu
Ranie ; and it belongs to their chief. It contained about three
hundred inhabitants, all of whom were fervants or foldiers to
their chief, who was likewife the proprietor of the numerous
herds of cattle. Thefe people fubfift on the milk of their
cows, and on game, not being allowed to kill any of their
cattle. The men milk the cows, and the women take. care
of the gardens and corn.

We were accompanied by all thefe people from one village
to another, till we arrived at the place belonging to the per-
fon whom they denominate their chief or king. His habita-
tion was fituate on a pleafant river, called Becha Cum, or
Milk River. Indeed all their houfes are built on the banks
of rivers or ftreams ; but there was no corn or garden near it.
The chief had about an hundred cows, which fupplied him and
his houfhold with milk. His family confifted of about twenty-
two fervants, who attended him wherever he went. - On our
arrival he feemed very fhy, and kept at a great diftance for
about an hour, when a number of Caffres met and accompa-
nied him to his houfe. He foon afterwards fent one of his
fervants to invite us thither. The firft thing I prefented him
with was fome beads, of which he freely accepted. I alfo
offered him fome of our tobacco ; but he feemed to prefer his
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own, which was much lighter. He foon offered me a herd of
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fat bullocks in return ; but I refufed to take them, which e

feemed. to affront him greatly, and he often repeated, ¢ What
do you think of our country.” After a few words between us,
I accepted of one, which we immediately fhot ; this furprifed
all the fpeQators, who were about fix hundred perfons, few of
them having ever feen a gun, or heard the report of one. We
had a part of the bullock drefled, which I thought much fu-
perior to the beef near the Cape. The reft of the animal I
diftributed to the king and his fervants. He ftill feemed dif-
pleafed that I would accept of nothing more in return. I then
afked him for fome of their bafkets, which he gave me, and
alfo two of their lances or Haflagais, which they make with

great ingenuity ; but the confiru&ion of the bafkets, which are:

made by their women, is much more furprifing ; they are com-

pofed of grafs, and woven fo clofely that they are capable of
holding any fluid. Khouta, the chief, intreated me to remain.

with him a few days ; this, however, we did not confent to;
but after much perfuafion, agreed to ftay all night. In the
afternoon I ranged the neighbouring woods in fearch of plants,
and at night returned to my companion, who ftayed at the

Becha Cum. As the weather was hot, we chofe to {leep in

the woods rather than in any of the huts. During the night
L obferved that there were two guards placed on each fide the
door of the chief’s houfe, who were relieved about every two
hours.

On the ninth, I propofed to proceed farther to the eaft,
allured by the pleafantnefs of the country, and its. affording
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F;gf{g-w variety of unknown plants, but found there was a river a little
v~ to the eaftward of us, called by the natives, the Kys Comma.

We then determined to return the fame way we came. The
large Palm, mentioned before, grows here in abundance, and
is ufed for bread by the Caffres as well as the Hottentots.
They take the pith of this plant, and after colle@ing a fuffi-
cient. quantity, let it lie for feveral days till it becomes a little
four ; after this they bake it in an oven which is ere&ed for
the purpofe. ‘They alfo bake bread of their own corn, which

- is the fame as the Guinea corn.  But this grain is moftly ufed

for making punch, called by fome of them Pombie, which is
ftrong and intoxicating. They make confiderable ufe of a
plant, called by the natives Plantains, which grows fpontane-
ouily on the banks of the rivers, and in the woods. The pods
of this plant are triangular, and about the fize of a prickly
cucumber. I found none of them in flower, but feveral in
fruit ; the feed is about as large as a pea; and I believe it to
be what Dr. Tunberg calls the Helaconia Caffraria.

The men amongft the Caffres are from five feet ten inches
to fix feet high, and well proportioned, and in general evince
great courage in attacking Lions, or any beafts of prey. This
nation is now divided into two parties ; to the northward are a
number of them commanded by one Chatha Bea, or Tambu-
fhie, who has obtained the latter denomination from his mother,
a woman of the tribe of Hottentots, called Tambukies. This
man was the fon of a chief, called Pharoa, who died about
three years before, and left two fons, Cha Cha Bea, and ano- .
ther named Dfirika, who claimed the fupreme authority on
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account of his mother being of the Caffre nation. This Ferary.
occafioned a conteft between the two brothers, in the courfe ‘=~

of which Cha Cha Bea was driven out of his territories, with
a number of his adherents. The unfortunate chief travelled
about an hundred miles to the northward of Khouta, where he
now refides, and has entered into an alliance with the Bofhmen
Hottentots.

The colour of the Caffres is a jet black, their teeth white
as ivory, and their eyes large. The cloathing of both fexes
is nearly the fame, confifting entirely of the hides of oxen,
which are as pliant as cloth. The men wear tails of different
animals tied round their thighs, pieces of brafs in their hair,
and large ivory rings on their arms; they are alfo adorned
with the hair of Lions, and feathers faftened on their heads,
with many other fantaftical ornaments. When they are about
nine years of age they undergo the operation of being circum-
cifed, and afterwards wear a muzzle of leather which covers
the extremity of the penis, and is fufpended by a leathern
thong from their middle. This covering is in general orna-
mented with beads and brafs rings, which they purchafe from
the Hottentots for tobacco and Dacka. They are extremely
fond of dogs, which they exchange for cattle, and to fuch a
height do they carry this paffion, that if one particularly
pleafes them, they will give two bullocks in exchange for it.
Their whole exercife through the day is hunting, fighting, or
dancing. They are expert in throwing their lances, and in
time of war ufe fhields made of the hides of oxen. The women
are employed in the cultivation of their gardens and corn.
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g4l They cultivate feveral vegetables, which are not indigenous to
=~ their country, fuch as Tobacco, Water-melons, a fmall fort of
Kidney-beans, and Hemp, none of which I found growing
fpontaneoufly. The women make their bafkets, and the mats
which they fleep on. The men have great pride in their
cattle ; they cut their horns in fuch a way as to be able to
turn them into any fhape they pleafe, and teach them to
anfwer a whiftle. Some of them ufe an inftrument for this
purpofe, fimilar to a Bofhman’s pipe. When they wifh their
cattle to return home, they go a little way from the houfe and
blow this fmall inftrument, which is made of ivory or bone,
and fo conftru@ed as to be heard at a great diftance, and in
this manner bring all their cattle home without any difficuley.
The foil of this country is a blackifh loomy ground, and fo
extremely fertile, that every vegetable {fubftance, whether fown:

or planted, grows here with great luxuriance.

There are great variations in the climate; but I had no
thermometer to obferve the degrees of heat. It feldom rains ex-
cept in the fummer feafon, when it is accompanied with thunder-
and lightning. The country is, however, extremely well fup-
plied with water, not only from the high land to the north,
which furnifhes abundance throughout the year, but from
many fountains of excellent water, which are found in the
woods. From what I obferved of this country, I am induced
to believe that it is greatly fuperior to any other known part of
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a great fize : they are inhabited by Elephants, Buffaloes, &c. Fs-—-w—-t

There were alfo variety of beautiful Birds and Butterflies ; but

they were fo fhy, that I was able only to preferve two Birds
of that country.

When we returned to our waggon, on the ninth, we were
accompanied by the chief and about fix hundred of his fer-
vants or foldiers, who followed us till noon, when we took
leave of them. We then dire@ed our courfe towards the
Great Fifh River, where we ftayed all night.

The next morning we left our Hottentot, with a gun, 4s
he was fo much fatigued that he could not keep pace with us.
Two days afterwards he overtook us, and on his way had fhot
two Rhinocerofes, and brought part of the flefh with him,
which proved good eating, being very young and tender.

On the twelfth we proceeded on our return by the route
we had before taken ; and I colle&ted many feeds, and fruits of
evergreens, in the woods.

We arrived at the Now Tio towards the evening. Mr.
Van Renan left the waggon, accompanied by fome Hottentots
with an intention of fhooting at a herd of Buffaloes, which they
obferved at about the diftance of a mile. Before they returned
there were many loud claps of thunder, with lightning and
heavy rain ; and it became fo dark that they loft their way.
We could make no fires, on account of the rain, tll about
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were numbers of the Camelopardalis in this neighbourhood
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one of which we were very defirous of fhooting, as it is a beaft v

fo little known to Europeans, that even its exiftence has been

doubted.

Towards the evening I made an excurfion to a hill which:
was at a little diftance from us. When I gained the fummit
I faw feveral of the natives near a wood of Mimofa, to whom:
I immediately endeavoured to approach. On my arrival I
found they were eating the gum of the trees, on which indeed
a great part of thefe people fubfift. They were drefled exaétly-
as the inhabitants of the Small Nimiqua Land ; fome in the
fkins of Jackals, and others in the fkins of Marmottes, fewed

together ; thefe animals, being very numerous in this part of

the country. Their habitation was about three miles from
the fountain, which I vifited in the evening; it confifted
of fix huts. Their fheep are very different from thofe near
the Cape ; thefe having much longer tails, and being covered
with hair inftead of wool, which at a diftance gives them
more the appearance of dogs than of fheep.

On the feventeenth we dire&ed our courfe north-eaft, to a:
fmall fountain of water ; and took with us fome of the natives
who knew the country. On our arrival we were obliged to
dig pits in the fand before we could come at the water. This

day we made an excurfion through the country, which is level
and high. Here we had an extenfive view to the fouthward.

of the Orange River; and to the northward of a large plain,
bounded at about the diftance of four days journey by a range
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of mountains in a dire&ion from eaft to weft. As I before

w——~ obferved, there is no defcent on the inland fide of thefe

mountains, equal to the afcent which we encounter as we
proceed from the fea; in general, a flight defcent terminates
an extenfive plain till we come to the next; and thus the
farther the traveller proceeds inland, the higher he finds the
fituation. ‘Thefe mountains we were informed was part of the
Brenas, or Brequas. In this plain grows a {pecies of Mimofa
peculiar to this part of the country ; and alfo a beautiful fhrub,
called the Wild Apricot; of this I could procure no perfe&
fpecimen, the fruit being ripe at this time. The country is
here inhabited by Zebras, Rhinocerofes, Camelopardalifes,
Koedoes, &c.

We refted our horfes during the next day, intending after-
wards to dire& our courfe weft north-weft towards a hot bath..
In our way we faw fix Camelopardalifes, which we purfued ;
one of them, my companion, Mr. Van Renan, fhot ; it proved

“ to be a male ; the fkin and fkeleton of which I preferved ; the

dimenfions were,
Feet. Inches.

The height of his natural pofition, from the hoof -

to the top of the horns, - - - I4 9
Ditto from the hoof to the fhoulder, - 9 7%
Ditto from the hind hoof to the rump, - 8 "1i
Length of the fore legs, - - - 5 7
Ditto of the hind legs, - - - 5 6

Nl N

Ditto of the mane from the head to the thoulders, 5 2
Ditto of the body from the fhoulder to the rump, 5 9
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. ) ¢ o+
Feet. Inches. o eZZZa ]

Circumference of the neck below, - - 5 O \m—d
Ditto in the middle, - - - 2 10
Ditto at the head, - - - 2 I
Length of the neck, - - - 5 3
Ditto of the tail without the hair, - 2 gr
Ditto with the hair, - - - 4 10%
Breadth of the hind hoof, - - o 51
Length of ditto, - - - o 8%
Ditto of the fore hoof, - - - o 81
Breadth of ditto, - - - o 5%
Length of the horns, - - - I o}
Diftance between ditto, - - - o 3

Length of the hair of the mane from three to four inches,.
and of a reddith colour®. Thefe animals chiefly fubfift upon
the Mimofa, and wild Apricots. Their colour is in generak
reddith, or dark brown and white, and fome of them black
and white ; they are cloven footed ; have four teats; their
tail refembles that of a bullock ; but the hair of the tail is
much ftronger, and in general black ; they have eight fore
teeth below, but none above, and fix grinders, or double teeth,
on each fide above and below ; the tongue is rather pointed
and rough ; they have no footlock hoofs ; they are not fwift,
but ¢an continue a long chafe before they ftop ; which may be
the reafon that few of them are fhot. The ground is fo fharp
that a horfe is in general lame before he can get within fhot

* The fkin is now fluffed, and in the poffeflion of John Hunter, Efg. Leicefter Square,
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of them, which was the cafe with eur horfe;, otherwife I fhould

—— have preferved two perfe& fpecimens of a male and female.

It is difficult to diftinguith them at any diftance, from the
length of their body, which, together with the length of their
neck, gives them the appearance of a decayed tree. During

our ftay at this place my companions wounded two Rhinoce-
xofes.

The following day I obferved thunder clouds to the eaft-
ward ; and being apprehenfive of the river becoming impaff-
able, we agreed to return the fame way to our waggons, being
informed by the natives, that after the appearance of fuch
clouds to the eaftward, they had feen the river impaffable in
two days, and had frequently known it to continue fo till the
month of May. The twenty-firft at night we croffed the

river with fafety, and our Hottentots and oxen arrived on the
twenty-fecond.

We were here vifited by fome of the Buth Hottentots,
who had come from the eaftward. Here alfo we parted from

our friend and companion, Hermannius Engelbright, who went
on before us.

After remaining a few days on the banks of the river,
we prepared our waggon, with an intention of proceeding on
our journey; but a ftorm came on from the fouth-weft, which
obliged us to ftay all night. This tempeft began at noon
and continued till midnight, during which time it blew down
feveral large trees ; and ftones of a large fize were hurled by
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the force of the wind up very confiderable precipices. When
the ftorm abated, we continued our Journey to the Small
Nimiqua Land, where we arrived after a journey of five
days, at the houfe of our companion, Engelbright, who
informed us, that one of his horfes was devoured by a Lion,
the fecond day after he parted from us. We remained here a
few days in order to refrefh ourfelves, and to reft our cattle.

On the fourth of November, we took leave of our friend,
and dire&ed our courfe towards the Bokke Veld, making {hort
ﬁays, in fearch of plants.

Mr. Van Renan and I left the waggon on the tenth, and
in the evening arrived at the houfe of Mrs. Ryck. The next
day we fent frefh oxen to our waggon, which arrived on the
eleventh, in the evening. After a ftay of a few days in this
place, we continued our journey to the north-eaft, towards
the Bofhmens Land. In the evening we arrived at the houfe
of Jacobus Van Renan, where were about thirty of the Hot-
tentots, who had made peace with the Dutch, were retained
in their fervice, and proved more faithful fervants than thofe
who had been brought up in fubje&ion to the Dutch.

In the morning we a little altered our direion, and tra-
velled to the northward, and at night arrived at a brackith
fountain, fituate on a river, called by the Hottentots, Camdinie
Rivier, where we remained all night on being informed that
there were numbers of Antelopes, called Spring Bocks, in this

neighbourhood, which we intended to have the amufement of
s
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