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RHINO CAMP AT SUNRISE

RHINO CAMP FLAYG

SEMLIKI VALLEY AND WHITE NILE 239

meet the sunrise, and hail it. Now the dream would
be the reality, and each day brought it nearer.-
Little did I guess how much I owed to the white
rhino, for he had stood like a strong hill between
me and the end. Even then, he helped to stave
it off, for the skin threatened to ‘slip,’ and needed
constant attention, and it was such an anxious time
of thinning and pasting and overhauling, that there
was no time for thought.

During those last days, I began to understand
the attraction of the Nile. Sooner or later, all the
boys seemed to gravitate back to its banks, there
to sit by the hour together, gazing out upon its
waters in a deep absorption.

It flowed by so placidly, neither hurrying nor
tarrying, and the little Nile cabbages floated down,
eddying in the current, and slipping by and out of
sight. Thus might you muse upon it for a few
brief hours, or for a thousand years; and it might
stand almost for a symbol of time itself, running
down through the ages ; here still in its beginning, its
banks wild and untrodden, its people primitive as
the first man; anon flowing through the desert till
it flows at last under bridges, and past great civilisa-
tions, old and new. About it,and about those natives
who sat watching it, there was the same strong
patience that would finally conquer all. It is this
very patience that is at first so exasperating about
Africa and Africans, a kind of apathy and indiffer-
ence that is callous, and a fatalism that enrages one.
Yet there, perhaps, lay the solution. Africa is too
mighty for anything so brittle as impatience, and
one’s strength lies not in pitting oneself against it,
but in ranging oneself upon the same side.

Of all those months of hunting, what might
most have struck you, was the stoicism of the beasts;
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