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accurate investigation than is now possible will show
that the population of the empire and its present
dependencies does not exceed six or eight millions.*

A large portion of the soil of Burmah is fertile, and
under a good government would be remarkably pro-
ductive. The lower provinces, from the sea to the
latitude of Prome, produce, as I have said, rice in
great abundance. In the more elevated districts, cot-
ton of a good quality, of a soft and silky texture, but
of short staple, is every where cultivated. The teak
tree, the best ship timber in the world, grows on the
mountains. Maize, wheat, millet, and various kinds
of pulses, with the usual variety of edible roots, and
a multitude of tropical fruits, are produced with very
little labor. The domestic animals are such as are
common in India —the buffalo, braminy cattle, the
horse, and the goat; and in the forests are found the
elephant, the rhinoceros, the tiger, and several varieties
of the deer.

The mineral wealth of Burmah is probably great.
It possesses mines of iron, tin, silver, and gold, and
produces sapphires, emeralds, and rubies, with amber
in large quantities. Sulphur, arsenic, and antimony
are found in abundance, and coal, both anthracite and
bituminous, exists in various places, but has not yet
been brought into use. On the banks of the Irrawadi,
a short distance above Prome, petroleum is obtained
in large quantities. The annual yield of the wells
here is said by Dr. Malcom to be about eighty mil-
lions of pounds. Marble is found in various places,
and some of the quarries yield a product which is
said, for statuary purposes, to equal that from Carrara.

* The population has since been greatly reduced by the loss of the
kingdom of Pegu within the present year.



