AT
VRIEEERE

Fes RO

N ARG

)
Wi

Kaziranga cannot beg=
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bout 430 square km of
Agrasslands, marshes

spangled with flowers,
stretches of open water laced
with reeds and strips of wood-
land constitute the Kaziranga
national park in Assam. Estab-
lished in 1826 as a game sanc-
tuary, it became a wildlife
sanctuary in 1940 and ult-
mately in 1972 a national park.

The one-horned Indian rhi-
noceros (Rhinoceros unicor-
nis) has found sanctuary here
and has multiplied from 400 in
1966 to about 1200 now and is
the largest single conceuntra-
tion in the world of this en-
dangered species. Besides rhi-
no, a host of other animals,
some rare, are also found in
the grassy habitat of the park.
Elephant, tiger, leopard, wild
cats, wild bufralo, sambar,
muntjac, swamp deer. hog
deer. pig. capped langur,
rhesus macacque and gaur are
some of the noteworthy
mammalian species.

It is also the home of India’s
only ape, the hoolock. The
spot-billed pelicans are not
only common, they also nest
here. Many marsh and water
birds breed here in summer,
and many migrate to it in win-
ter when their breeding
grounds in northern latitudes
come under heavy snow.

Anxiety about the future of
the park stems from four good
reasons: poaching of rhinos for
their horn, the presence of a
large number of villages
around the park, non-
demarcation of ecological
meagre boundaries and the
proposed construction of a
broad gauge railway on the
southern fringe of Kaziranga.

In 1981 alone around 25 rhi-
‘nos were killed by poachers in
Kaziranga. In 1983 between 45
and 50 rhinos fell to the
poacher's avarice. In the first
six months of 1984 another 20
or 25 rhinos were killed. The
exact figures are not available
for comparative analysis as
these are kept ‘secret.’ It may
be mentioned here that in the
years 1966, 1968, 1969 and

1970 the number of rhinos kil-
led by poachers was five, 10,
eight and two respectively.
The phenomenal increase in
the price of a rhino horn is
suppused to be-the main force
hehind the recent increase in
yoavhing. ln 1969 the price of a
Lg of rhino horn was around Rs
33.600 in south east Asian mar-
kets. where the demand is
greatest. This soared to Rs.
80,000 per kg in 1980. The
present price is over a lakh of
rupees per kg The average
werrlt of a horn is around 500
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Added to the hazards presented by
poaching, absence of a buffer zone,
highway traffic and floods, is the
danger posed by a proposed railway
line along the southern boundary of
the park, reports Anwaruddin
Chowdhury

An important factor hinder
ing detection of contraband
horn is that its movement from
Assam to other parts of India is
free and unrestricted. Horns
shed during combat between
two animals are collected by
the Forest Department and au-
ctiohed. There is no means of
distinguishing the poached
horn from the auctioned.

Lack of a sufficient number
of ponolling elephants and
power boats thins down the
vigilance. The issue by the
civil district authorities of li-
cences to net fish in the park
also lets into the park poachers
passing themselves off as
fishcymen. The high incidence

‘of poaching at Kaziranga com-

pares unfavourably with Chit-
wan national Park in Nepal
where not a single rhino fell a
victim to poaching between
1976 and 1983. In Chitwan,
which has the second largest
concentration of rhinos, the
authorities have taken the
anny's assistance in guarding
the park.

Also, in the absence of dny
barrier or buffer zone domes-

tic livestock are regularly
grozed inside the parlg(. This
has led to an unhealthy
competiion for {pod between
wild and domestic animals and:
also caused harm in other
wayvs Domestic buffaloes from
the neighbouring villages are
living inside the park as feral
animals and are interbreeding
freely with their wild cousins.
Thus the true wild buffalo has

becqme even rarer than the
rhino.

The wild buffale has retre-
ated from the peripheral areas
of the park and is concentrated
mostly in the inner northern
area. But inn that retreat too it
is threatened by the presence
of over 7000 head of domestic
buffalo on scven riverine islets
just north of the park. Moreov-
er a type of liver ailment 1s
taking its toll of the wild buffa-
lo. This ailment has been trans-
mitted by the domestic lives-
tock grazing along the park
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boundaries or within it.

According to the 1971 census
there were about 23 villages
with boundaries contiguous
with the Kaziranga national
park. Two of these were unin-
habited while 8,000 people
lived in the rest. The figure
must be much more now. At
least three tea estates are very
close to the park boundary,
and about 4,000 people live on
them.

The present boundary of
Kaziranga is demarcated on
cadestral considerations and

does not coincide with the eco
system boundary. Actually no
ecological study has so far
been taken up at all. While
complete determination of the
ecological boundary is not

possible at present, due to va-.

rivus constraints, a partial de-
termination is feasible.
During the high floods
(which is an annual phe-
nomenon) most of the animals
ranging from rhino and buifalo
to
and take shelter at the footh-
ills of the Karbi plateau. This
is a part of those animals’
normal cycle of activity. But
neither is the area included
within the national park nor
has a separate sanctuary been
‘created. The Forest Depart-
ment has already paid more
than Rs five lakhs to the Karbi
Anglong district council to
hand over 32 square km of
area to the park. The district
council has taken the money
but is yet to hand over the area
to the park authorities. The
future possibility of the trans-
fer of the area is bleak.
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rhino wuh her calf in Kaziranga
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of encroachment. But with the
sgeady increase in the popula-
tion in surrounding villages

encroachment is a distinct pos-
y sibility in the future. "
s ey 1 WS M o A S £
i b i e et leanirriong T
Aot e ARl i {1 bty KNty iy e R, o i '%#V&A‘:W'%Ke{;;_,?*
{ dasent MMW~ AR I me*b. N 86 gl v ew bse & et e 47 VY fHonscatigmities Eakatin e it
g Brgoid s | <A E ay) e VY TTEeedege A0S w*‘%ﬁ;’f*~r¥ *m‘-u-’&;rd* e st W et it g e tie g
e ol s T (YT b Ao hion eie ni e WK i skl At AL s e
£ it o R okt LS S s o i e 0 o e o e I AR by P RS 8 AT ,_.ﬁz%“'?"’?w” b
h ?"'\‘f_, 5;‘?‘2?7‘”&’:1 e S, e RARTA A W% b g v SOl diee e tine: “Mméﬁ.
ps . Jdadfis s 'ﬁf"{*ﬁ iy ,@é“?:‘*"".’"‘: o p ek L Gl ot "Wg“"’“!“i RO
: s Prepnrie. itk nabnhis, el ,‘#ﬁ’ﬁ;zw W ey

B+ aat ; (i

S oAt

Y N v (K

e gl NGNS
B IR (I
(iaiic AL




