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IS KAZIRANGA DYING
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Conasrvation and -uoclaud
problems : . .
Poaching of rhuno for its horn.
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ile traveiing from Guwshati
’ ‘Y to Upper Assam through the presence of s large number of

JREET UG Ngtionsl Highway No 37 a wid
iarvessd atmosphere grests every traveller

sattiements surrounding the park,
non-demarcation of ecological
boundary and construction of a
- . rallway hine are the major threats

.

Ka;r-ang: | ra;;orted to have lullod

“ ""‘“"‘L “3'\ . faced by Kazranga national park :
;5' v\‘)u u-;:\;zn B Y A nwar Uddin over the years an?j f proper sleps ;::,Z:i?? rhinos:n hlsme“me,‘“a I
7 "ﬁ- Choudhury are not taken at the right hime the Lack of sulficient patfolling ele-
33 ‘5 park will succumb to the njuries phants and power boats may also ;
: H"U’ 5‘7 inflicted upon by those factors .be attnibuted as a factor hindering I sy Sghon
: s . for —— N detection of contraband horns The 'm"phé{‘ }

w3 ad as he crosses Jakhslabandha. a
y%» g Ml towpship M Assam’s Nowgong

. Poaching ol wﬂdlﬂa for troptues
_throughout the world 18 not & rare

Accordmg to 197 1 census there

1ssue of occassonal fishing kcences .
by the civil district authorities also

g .distric{. The sama fealiA continues

upto Bokakhat for a distance of
.abou( 80 kms |tis here the world
'famous Kazirangs national park 1s
situsted. Located towards the north
bt ihd"stonal mghway. i {ouches
the road at places. at some placesa
thin beit of villages and tea estates
saparate the park from the highway
nnd_strll st one point it Crosses over
tho highway™
.Established in 1926 as 8 ‘game
sanctusry’ 1t became a wildhle
sanctuary in 1940 and ultimately in
.1972 s national park The famous
. Kpziranga encompasses an area of
.about 430 sq kms, of mostly
_grassiands and marshes dotted with
innumaerable bells. It 13 the largest
unspoxlt and unoccuped grass l_and
ol the Brahmaputra valley
The sanctuary s justly famous
qu the Indien runoceros (Rhinoceros

4 Qﬁ un/com/s} The rhino population

was 400 in 1966 which increased
to-about 1200 by now Thisin fart,
‘Is the largest single concentration
of the specias in the world Besides

"‘» .rhino. 8 host of other animals.

some very rere ate also found in the

Qressy habitat of the park. Elephant,
nger. leopard. wiid cats. wild buffslo.
muntjac. swamp deer. hog deer.
pig. capped langur. rhesus
macacque. hoolock and gaur are
some of the noteworthy mammalian
species. Its turdhfe also deserves
special mention The spotbilied
pelicans are not only common.
they slsp nest here An nnumerabie
srray of watesrfowls winter here

phenomenon at all. Hunting for
ivory not only dates back several
centunas — "hunts have beanlaun-
ched to the Tundra lands of northern
Sibena 8lso 1o extract ivories from
the sxtinct ‘mammoths’ which were
wall preserved under snow. Incase
of the rhino it1s 118 horh for whichiit
1s parsecuted The fanciful behef in
the proper bes of its horn in scuthern
and sastarn Asi813 the main reason
behind kiling of the noblg besst
The rtuno horn 1s not really 8 horn
at ali, 1t not fixed to the skuli but
rests inthe flash Thoughkiting ol
rhinos in India was banned a3 far
back as 1910. the illegal poaching
could 7ol be stopped fully. notaven
in Kazranga where the largest
concentration s found In 1981
alone around 25 rhinos wers killed
by poachers in Kazirangs. In 1983
about 45-50 rhinos feilin tha hands
of poachers. In the first-six months
of 1984 another 20-25 rhinos were
kiled The exact figures are not
available for comparative analys:s,
33 these are kept ‘secrat’ Itmay be
mentioned here that in the year
1966 1968. 1969 and 1970 the
number of rhinos killed by poachers
were 5. 10. 8 and 2 respectively
_The phenomenal increase in the
price of rhino horn 1s supposed to
be the main force behind recant
increase in poaching amidsi greater
nisks in 1969 the price of a kg.ol
rhuino horn was around Rs 33600
in south east Asian markets which
soared to Rs BOOOU per kg n

1980 The present price parkg In

creates grave problem for the park

as most of the fishermen are actually

tios cannot shirk their responsibility
by providing excuses. For in 8
considerably. more ditficult terrain
and lsrger area — that of the
Chitwan national park (Nepal) nota
single rhino feil ictim to poachers

there are taking army assmance n
guarding the perk.
The Kazirangs nations! park.

boast of having the largest popula-
tion of Indian rhinos. still lacks a
protective butfer zone thus enablng
wild amimals to come In direct
confrontation with man Towards
its immediate east, south and west

the park boundary is contiguous M
" with human habitations. The poor.

villagers have no means to prevent
the marauding wild animals trom
entering their fields. Somstimes they
even lose their ‘precious’ livastock.
Moreover duse to absence of any
barrier or butfer zone the domestic
stocks were regularly grazed nght
inside the park. This has not only
led to unheaithy competition for
food between wild animals and
domestic stocks but a!so hermed in
other way. Many domastic buffaloes

from the neighbouring villages are . !

Iving inside the park as feral animals
and are interbreeding freely with
thewr wild cousins. Thus the true
wild water buffaloes (even more
rarer than the rhino nowadays) are *

poachers in disguise. But the suthori- §

between 1978-83. The authonites _:

although world famous and can §

; _cycle of actmty. Whila rhinos: buffa-

were about 23 wilages having conti-

' guous bounderies with Kazirenga

national park of which two were
uninhabited and the rest inhabited
by about 8OO0 people. The figurs
must be much more now. Atleast
three more tea estates are very
near to the park boundary having &
population of about 4000. As many
as 33 villages were relocated :n the
country. in the last few years mostly
from Kanha and Ranthambhor
national parks while expanding the
area. itis strange thatin Kaziranga,
which 15 relatively more important
than the two former parks. this has
not been done

The present boundary of Kazranga
1s not demarcated along the eco-
system boundary In fact no
ecological study has so far been

done here While complate daterm-
nation of ecological boundary I1s .-
not possble at presont due to vanous
constraints 8 partial determination
will be possible. During the high
floods (which 18 an annual pheno-
menon) most of the animals ranging
from rhino. buggalo to deer and
pigs move soutirand take shelter at
the foothill region of Karbi plateau
This is 8 part of the amimais’ normal

loes and swamp deer move towards
higher hills mostly during floods.
some animals hke eiephant. gaur
and muntija¢ move from Karbi
plateau to the plains of Kaziranga
durning the dry ssason. The natural
{or ecological) boundary of any

wildlife resarve 1s determined on
the basis of movement. areal requi-
ramentand the ‘home ranga’ of the
main herbiwores present in the
reserve. -
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tast vamishign from the peripheral
areas of the park and are concen-
trated mostly in the inner northern
enforced stil 1t has tailed to prevent areas. But here again they are
poaching Another important factor ¥ ypregtened due to the prasence of

when their breeding groundsin the south east Asian markels is more

northern latitudes come under heavy ““inan a lakh -
..,,,'a POW. . 1 et Though strictlaws are now being

. o 1
iR 8TQB, pumber Q( tourms both
foreign and Indian wisit Kaziranga
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b f__‘ *‘mﬂ'ﬁ‘; annually The flow of tourits is which hinders detection is the free about 7000-8000 * domestic
S v n.d somewhst restricted due to the movement of horns fromAssam 10 B 1,,ital0es on seven chapones (avenne -
o ;'»; 5 ‘:‘{??1 storct pohcy taken by the Govern other 9"'"’°' Indws Thisiree '“°V: islats) towards north of the park ;
-:g .S;?,-'w:.m. ment of India on foreigners m\ \r{ne,n! of rhino horns sold by the §- Moreover. 8.type of liver silment s : i
,gﬁ;gu.afzjﬁi Assam. but for which the the number—§=-1 07831 Gepsriment if aucton made § yaxing its toll of wild butfaioes in

573 o | it very difficultfor the authonities to Kaaranga. This aiment beades many

would.have been much more Dunng
the rainy season most of the park
area comes under high flogd water
torcing the ammals towards the

detect the poached horns. Of late 1t
1s also observed that some forest
and police officials are in league

other diseases has been transmitted
by the domestncqlod buffaloes
grazmg slong the park boundanes.
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south whera they often take shelter with poachers as in the first hall of 3 ke Sl A¥E] A0S m
at the foot of the Karbi platesu. | thisvyeartwo forest guards and one "lunr“"w_i‘m o ;w . \ mﬂv‘&ﬁ_rﬁi oy
Some rtunos atso seek the shelter | Policeman were among thése N ! e ‘_,’_ 'f ,,,"’-",;"’»}“ 5 *‘,zfg
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arrested on charges o! poaching

One G Min{about 45 yearsj of age
of village Bohikhows. adjacent to

of & smai hilock, known 8s Kukrakata
hils situsted to the wast of Kaoranga
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Itas ironical to note that though =
animals migrate to the southern
foothill region neither the area is
included within the national park

9] NOr a sepsrate sanctuary is created

S S

oresRabeeips The forest department has aiready

ot foone s o

y;:.,gfw . “c ol paid more than five lakhs of rupees

?;*4';,‘;«*3,\ 23] 1o the Karbi Anglong District Councit

hm.m § tohand over 32sq kms of area to

fE2 TN e § the park. The District Council has

.’:«;?i”i;';gﬂ S already taken the money but are
=Ry ipcar yst tohehdover the area to the park

)

authorfles and the future 6055:b|my
of d SO 1S 8lso bleak

Thi presance of the bdsy National
Highway No 37 towards the south
I of Kaziranga has become another
disturbing agent The amaunt of
traffic is increasing day by day and
the road is open to vehicular traftic
-for 24 hours_The development of_,
roads-h3s encouraged settlement
growth slong both sides thua

increasing the gap be!ween
Kaziranga and Karb: plateau More-
ovar the movement of etephants in
April-June and September-October
between Kaziranga and Karbts platea.
which cross this road. is also
disturbed greatly, But now the
situation is going to be more aggra
vated as the Government has decded
to take & broad gauge railway line
through the southern boundéry of
the nationsl park. the survey for
which will start very soon This line
when completed will strike the
fatai final blow on the world famous
national park from which 1t wili
never recover. Besides widening
the gap between Kazrsngs and
Karbs plateau 1t will siso encourage
more human actwmes in the ares.
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The movement of rhinos and other
animals to the southern foothills
will notonly be disturbed . there are
even posaibidites of many animals
being killed by running trains The
ralway is 8 stranger to the ares and
the rtunos will either be scared
away or get killed. both of which
are detrimental to the survival of
the park On 1st Faebruary 1984
two rhinos were killed near
Chandrapur willage {about 25 kms
east of Guwahat} when they charged
a running train — this s perhaps
only the beginning

But the worst sufferer m Kanranga
will be the elaphants whose migratory
routes between Kazirangaand Karby
plateau s already disturbed and
unprotected The slephants move
down to the plains of the park at the
advent of winter and again move
up 8t the advent of the flocd season

Besides the already mentioned

L _dangers faced by Kaziranga there 1s

. the problem of erosion by the mighty
river Brahmaputra which washes

the northern and northwestern
toundary of the park Already a
chunk of the park has baen eroded
away The Kaziranga national park
is st free of encroachment But
with the population in surrounding
viliages incressing day by day the
tuture possibilities are very much
there While encroachmant is easy
the eviction 1s not so. Mary factors
debar the authonties from evicting
the encroacher Recently. the
Government of Assam has decided
to evict all post-1980 lencroach.
ments. which means tha! the rich
forest lands that were encroached
before 1980 will ba regularised { 1)
Likewise the cut-off year will be
moved from 1980 onwards tll the

e

last inch of forest vanishes !

e e— i
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As 8 remodu( service the boun
dary of the present park should be
redefined. The adjoinirig reserve
forests of Kukrakata. Panbsri and
Bagser should be inclutded alongwath
the torested northern siopes of
Karbi platesu. The seven chapores
or islets of the north slongwth
Panpur AF should siso be brought
under park administraton. The settle -
ments {excluding the tea esiates)
situated between the park and Karb:
piateau shoud be relocated outsce
Atieast the stretch from Burhapahar
to Kohora shoud be cleared off
from settieamants in the first ghase
In the second phase the settiements
from Kohora to Ageratoh should be
relocated cutuide. These areas will
ultimately serve| as a prgtechve
buller zone for the park

The tea estates should be directed
to enclose themselves at their own
cost either by electric wire fencing
or by other suitable methods.

The proposed broad gauge project
through the southern boundary of
Kaziranga shouid be shetved immed-
ately. at least before gming petty
politicilans any scope to exploit
ignorant public sentiments. The
broad gauge could wel! follow the
exsting meter gauge kne via Lumdmg
by which: Nagaland willialso be
benefitted as the line touches the

state at Dimapur. i
Some restrictions should.:be
imposed on the vehicular trattcs
on the National Highway no. 8%
two 9683005 i.@., during floods M’m
large number of animals take shlbr
onthehigway and during the manths
whan elephants move betWéen
thenational'parkjand;Karbi plafehu.
The restriction will be requried only

for the night hours. Y

To keep oﬂ domostuc ﬂocks }fn
areas contiguous with vvuag-
should be fenced off at the sariest
possible with electnfied tencing:

The auction of rhino horn by, the
torest department of Assam should
be discontinued so that the free
movemant of horn will stop anq ghe
demand will fali

Patrolling 1n and around me p,rk
shoul beintensified by nducting
more trained elephants and povver
country boats The ciwil district
authonties should be debarred from
13suing any fishing hcence to oocnh
within the park. Army assashq:e
may 8iso be taken to crust ‘the
backbone of poaching network: The
success of Dachigam national park
(of Hangul fame) and Chifwan
national park {Nepal) may be cited
as instances where army sssistance
in anti-poaching measures almpst
proved 100 percent successh;

immediate staps should bﬂaim
to check erosion along the banks of
rniver Brahmaputra.

Dedicated naturahsts with proper
training and sufficient knowiadge
may also be given the chancg of
managing the park

The park and the adjoining ams
{as proposed) should be declared. a
Biosphere reserve {under Manand
Biosphere programme’) as welasa
tiger reserve (as tiger resarves
are nowadays the best mangged
protected areas and Kaziranga s
also a very good tiger habitat)
Proposals shouid be made to in :lude
the area in the ‘Internatona: Hevitage’
programmme. as a sit. of natural
importance. And all thit ‘s<te be
done soon. Before 1t gats «wo-late

Yo ¥ 'nb.u _,,,a:evl-\
<\ - o

’g-ja.

0L E R A ek, Lt s
LS -1 .3 8

3%
e
iy
¥

Y

P U W R

i
t oy pfd i
(o8P A

Tz
&

5
%
¢

o9

H

=
-}-
i,
RN

£3gy
%

('i*ij;

'.,.,
FN
:‘ \‘l"
-
< by
4
PR
PP Ry

X
z

.l"'.
:ﬁ !
A

o
.'t‘
N RO

yoe
i

Ky
 d
b

)
Y
)

s

yal,

- 4 ‘
'Y*?J"h

Vi

§ PPy

£
g &

r
&
!

k1 8
-
¥
A4
At

5
3
42

NA

NATI

Arimgrgh
L

Aeaidal

A
Ty w‘z.?é%‘::-&i{r
-- -.—.\‘wy‘dvvd i- -»w—r#,-v‘v

ov--u-ruvbr—-';-w' e

R

'j. kv‘x
{('5 ghis e m”mv-
,.‘,‘.,. nm@.&:&'"*’:&amm R
TSt S S g AT

san oy v v
P
-

(SN »-.,, ;wﬂvv. N-)
b ..««,ux..a,..ww‘;s\&

ek N ity T e Rap e vee fm s --.-‘ - e al .

~ ..

.: «i’ '\J 9
:.?:.’;‘:',:.‘:'fmt:t&fza ;

u:n- .&.z N e sx W
4 U?M iR Jadnesy g;r "
~~ m e ,g*';ﬁ,:-,ﬂ.ﬁ;;‘h-?nw gz »\Wi‘;j

.Ia?‘h? SRiT T
) $ ', 'P“S."-‘r’f
i\"ﬂm—pna—- wlw‘v- 7

PRI




