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HABITAT UTILISATION PATTERN OF GREAT INDIAN
ONE-HORNED RHINOCEROS (Rhinoceros unicornis)
IN ORANG NATIONAL PARK

*Buddhin Ch. Hazarika, **P. K. Saikia.
*Lecturer, Zoology Dept., Mangaldoi College, Assam, India.
**Readvr, Dept. of Zonlogy, Gauhati University. A ssam, India.

The study has been carried out to find out the habitat preference and utilization patiern of
Rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) in Orang National Park. For convenience of study, the
existing habitat types of the studv arcas were categorized, and locate them using satellite imagery.
The analysis of satellite imagery of Orang NP revealed that, out of 78.8 km? of total are. 25.93
km? (32.9%) was covered with tall grassland, followed by 17.13 km® (21.7%) with wet grassland
tboth marshy and wet grasses), 14 05 sq. ki’ (17 8%) with short grasslands, 10.73 km"113.6%%)
crcaawith woodlands (ingie foe <Benbe and crenmd cover), 8 b (7.7040) with sand oo ol
V86 km? (3 505) with water by tincluding edge and tloating arcas). Among warer v
Lin® (0.694) area covered with wetland and 4.36 kin® (3 3%) with nvers and perenmiai roanns

The study showed thar <he thineutilized 21480 Wet Grassland (includhing w oz aed

pon i e e T T e W e
Shert Grassland and 3 6" Wooeaind havitars weludmg iree, savuh and wround conves TN
<t But, rhino was never boen observed in sandy areas.

Rhino also showed the scasonal variation of habiiat use m Orang Nanonal part During
pre-monsoon period Rhino use maximum of weet grassland (43.7%) and followed by Tali 2z assland
(3R 224, Water hadies (7 4% Short erassland (3% and Wood land habitats (37" Dunng
IMONSOON SCASON, ThINOS BLIAcd et oF Wt Zesnned o bt toido o Cds
(33.5%). and Tall grassland (10%) The Wet grassland (42 %5) was also the mosi 2relerred
habitat of rhino during re-treating mensoon. tollowed by wetland (26 %) and tall grasshend (26%)
respectively. During winter scason also wet grassland was the mostly used (37 %). foilowed by
tall grasslands (29 %) and wetland habitat {16%)

Key words: One-homed Rhino, Orang National Park, Grassland, Habitat utilization, and Seasonal
variation.
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