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ABSTRACTS

FEEDING ECOLOGY OF RHINOCEROS UNICORNIS IN
THE ORANG NATIONAL PARK, ASSAM (INDIA)

*Buddhin Ch. Hazarika and **P. K. Saikia
*  Scemor | ecturer. Dept. of Zoology. Mangaldor College
¥ Reader Dept. of Zoology, Gaubatr University.

The Orang Nationad Park wih anwcaot 78S Rme| hes between 26"30 N 26"40 N
Batitude and 92715 T 92 S0 b donetude, The arca is the only Rhinoceros sustaiming:
habitat en the northerns bank of aver Brahmaputo as the sold status of Rhino popu
Vatton v Manas Natonar Parkowas not known Gl date nee 19940 The park s pre
cntleincluded under e edebnd Temtonal Counai (BTC). The present sty

cinphasi-es the detalod oveeaten o od and reedies ceotogy with spectal reler-
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Stidy showed that, alteecie D1 plenn oo s o caie By thimeo O Nuabien

Park, of which 42 specics wore tonn srasses, (lanidy - Poaceae and O peraceas).

from tree speeies. Y tront heebs and shenbs and 9 trom .t\w;mc plant species. Bee ~|tlt S
e thine also consumed some caltsated craps rarded homadjacent s Hlugc;’;nc.m,
Again, of the total 71 food plant species, 36 food planis were caten throughout the
vear and henee termed as staple food Out ol 36 Tood plant species, which were
consumed throuvhoui the vear, 2 were grasses (73 97 o otalh 9 were e spe-
cies (16,30 " of total) and least numbers of 3 aquatic plants species were consumed
(767 % of total). The stndy also reveated that the consumption of dilferent food
plant spectes were also found to be varies in different scasons ot the year The thino
of Orang national Park consumed a total of 03 plant species during pre-monsoon
season, 49 during monsvon, 37 during retreating monsoon and 58 during winter scas
sor. Apart from that, the rhino also observed to licking soils in 7 different lowlnon%
during mght hours lhmuLhnul the year except monsoon season.
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