Notes on a trip to Gunong Benom
in Pahang.
By W. D. BARNES.

Gunong Benom is the name usually given to the * massif ”
which liesin Ulu Pahang in the centre of the triangle the
western side of which is formed by the Pahang Trunk Road
running from Tranum through Tras and Raub to Kuala Lipis,
the Eastern by the Jelai and Pahang rivers running from
Kwala Lipis to Kwala Semantan, and the southern by the
Tranum-Bentong road and the Bentong and Semantan rivers
which latter river joins the Pahang at Kwala Semantan. The
name Benom is used by the Malays on the Pahang river but
seems unknown at Raub. The mountain is a very conspicuous
object from the Raub Rest House. Its height has been fixed
trigonometrically by observations from the Perak and Selangor
borders at about 6800 feet.

In July 1900 an experienced mandore Che Musa was sent
from Perak by Mr. Young, the present head of the F. M. S.
Trigonometrical Survey to erect trigonometrical beacons at this
and other points in Pabang. Difficulties having arisen I, in the
middle of August undertook the work on Benom. Che Musa
was then in Raub having reached what he took to be the top of
the mountain and done some clearing there. He had returned
for supplies but was unable to get any men to go back with
him. With the assistance of Mr. Mason the Asst. District
Officer at Raub I managed to collect 17 men on a promise of
wages at 70 cents a day and food. The food I had the least
besitation in promising as I knew by experience that a Malay
who goes into the jungle on board-wages invariably runs out
of stores and has to return for more at the precise moment
when work is most pressing and disagreeable. With these
men Che Musa went back. On the 29th of August he met me
again at Raub and reported that he had built a camp two days
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A TRIP TO GUNONG BENOM. 11

Gurcinia, sp. In young fruit, branches grey corky, leaves lan-
ceolate acuminate coriaceous 2 inches long and one and
a half broad, petiole half an inch long axillary or supra-
axillary few-flowered petals small, stigma discoid groov-
ed. I have never seen this plant from elsewhere.

Calophyllum sp. Of this genus there are two species represented ;
one is perhaps a form of C. retusum the other has oblong
blunt leaves. None of the specimens have tlowers or
fruits, but all have the curious bud-galls commbn to
other species of the genus.

Anneslea crassipes, Hook. A lig tree; specimens with very large
fruit; occurs on Mt. Ophir.

Adinandra maculosa, Anders. A variety with smaller leaves
than usual and glabrous fruit quite ripe.

Ternstroemia Scortechinii, King. Also occurs in Perak.
Gordonia imbricata, King. A rare plant once collected by Scor-
techini, in Perak.

Ternstreemiacen. a very striking plant apparently belonging to the
same order but in fruit only was obtained by Mr. Barnes.
It isa tree or shrub with dark colored branches, and
coriaceous ovate lanceolate leaves with blunt points 1 inch
to 1} long 24 to § inch wide with numerous close nerves
and reticulations on the under surface. The upper sur-
face is smooth dark green the under surface yellow
when dry and the young leaves are red. The racemes
are axillary about one inch long with about ten flowers.
The fruit is a capsule on a very short pedicel. With a
small rounded bract. The sepals are orbicular imbricate
4 in number, coriaceous with a scarious margin fringed
with white hairs, and with three elevated ribs in the
centre about } inch long. The capule } inch long split-
ting into 4 acute lobes on one of which persists the fairly
stout style with an obscurely lobed stigma. There isa
persistent column in the centre. The seeds are linear
curved not winged two in each cell.

The flowers have not been obtained, and consequent-
ly it is difticult to refer this with any certainty to
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A TRIP TO GUNONG BENOM, 13

hills. The wood according to Mr. Barnes is exceedingly
hard and broke the edges of the axes in felling.

Fugenia sp. Leaves very narrow lanceolate with a very lo
narrow point blunt, coriaceous dotted above, pale benea
one inch long, } inch wide fruit in short axillary and
terminal racemes } inch long, small tessellate } inch
long.

E. subdecussata, Wall.
Anerincleistus macranthus, King.
Medinilla Clarkei, King.

Begonia Herveyana, King. Rhizome stout often rather long
creeping. Leaves when young pink adult dark green,
petiole over a foot long, blade ovate acute hardly in
equilateral base rounded 6 inches long and 5 wide
glabrous. Scape six inches long, lengthening in fruit,
male lowers numerous about half an inch across, white
outer sepals ovate rounded, inner ones narrower,
stamens numerous anthers elliptic blunt not apiculate.
Fruit fleshy 3-winged, one wing much larger than the
other curved obtuse thick § inch long, the others much
shorter, deluscing along the base of the wing.

Besides this locality, it has been met with in Pulau
Tinggi (Feilding) in Jeram Nyalas (Malacca) by Derry
(No.1130) and in Bukit Sula (Negri Sembilan). It is
called wseam susu by the Malays.

Argostemma pr1ifolinm, Bemi.
A. hirtum, Ridl. also occurs on Mt. Ophir.

Lucen@a sp. Evidently near L. pentacme of Stapf from
Kinabalu, resembling it in the white bark of the stem
and almost nerveless leaves but the peduncle of the
head is longer and the bracts at the base are not con-
nate in a cupule as in that species. The only species
recorded from the peninsula is L. Morindez, Jack. which is
common in Singapore. This species is evidently undes-
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14 A TRIP TO GUNONG BENOM.

cribed but as Sir George King is at present at work on
the Rubiacez and probably has already seen it, I do not
give it a name.

Timonius Tambosella, Tha.

Cephaelis cuneata var. debilis. A more slender plant than the
usual form with smaller narrow lanceolate acuminate
leaves 3 to 4 inches long and one inch wide or less, petiole
? to 1 inch long. In fruit this seems to be a weak
orm of this species of which the common form often
occurs high upon our hills.

Lasianthus sp. With lanceolate acuminate leaves strongly
reticulate beneath nerves, petioles, and twigs hairy.

Ardisia villosa, Roxb.

A. oxyphylla, Wall. A variety with smaller oblong to ob-
lanceolate leaves,

Linociera lancifolia, nsp. Branches pale, leaves opposite lanceo-
late acuminate, base cuneate 2 to 3 inches long 4 to 1 in.
wide smooth, thinly coriaceous nerves inconspicuous on
the upper surface, midrib elevated beneath, nerves alter-
nate ten on the lower surface. Panicles small an inch
long with a pair of broad oblong bracts } inch long at
the base. Flowers § inch long umbellate on the ends
of the branches, pedicels # inch long, calyx lobes short
ovate puberulous, corolla tube very short lobes linear
obtuse from a broad base keeled glabrous. Stamens 2
short broad. Style thick shorter than stamens. Drupe
cylindric acute.

Alyxia pumila, Hook fil. A form with larger leaves and fruits
than usual. Calyx lobes puberulous.
Dischidia coccinea, Griff.

Hoya sp. near H. parasitica, but with much smaller thinner
flowers. I have it also trom Gunong Hijau in Perak.

Vaccinium bancanum, Miq. A variety with small leaves and
fruits.

Jour. Straits Branch
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Burmannia longifolia, Becc.

Dendrobium sinuatum, Lindl.

D, bifarium, Lindl.

D. Kelsalli, Ridl.

D. macropodum, Hook fil.

D. hymenopterum, Hook fil. -

D. cornutum, Hook fil. A rare plant with good sized pink
flowers originally collected by Wray in Perak. -

Bulbophyllum capitatum, Lindl.

B. catenarium, Ridl.

B. montigenum, Ridl. Also on Kinabalu.

Eria vestita, Lindl.

‘E. eridostachya, Rchb. fil.

E. bidens, Ridl.

E. longifolia, Hook fil.

E. Scortechinii, Hook fil.

Ceratostylis clathrata, Hook fil.

Dendrochilum angustifolium, Ridl. nsp. Occurs also on Bukit
Hitam, Selangor.

D, sp. in fruit only.
Coelogyne tomentosa, Lindl.
C. sulphurea, Rchbf.

C. carnea, Hook fil. This plant occurs in Perak also there is a
figure of it in the Icones Plantarum which however re-
presents the petals as fine as and very much broader
than they actually are, so that the plant is nearly un-
recognizable. I have however a specimen from Scor-
techini’s collection distributed as typical C. carnea and
a good pencil drawing by Scortechini showing the very
narrow petals and labelled C. carnea by Hooker. The
flowers are neither fleshy nor flesh-colored as the name
would imply but rather thin textured even for a calo-
gyne and brown and yellow.
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18 A TRIP TO GUNONG BENOM.

Pholidota gibbosa, De Vr. This Javanese plant has not previous-
ly been recorded for the peninsula. It seems to be very
closely allied to P. carnea, chiefly differing in the
broad three-nerved petals.

Calanthe angustifolia, Lindl. This pretty white Calanthe grows
on all our high hills. .

Saceolabium bigibbum, Hook fil.

Corysanthes picta, Bl.

Smilax calophylla, Wall.

FERNS.

Humata pedata, Sm.

Lindsaya scandens, Hook.

Hymenophyllum Neesii, Hook.

Hymenophyllum polyanthos, Sw.

Polypodium cucullatum, Nees.

Pleopeltis Wrayi, Baker.

Elaphoglossum latifo!ium, Sw.

Vittaria falcata, Kze.

Also an Alsophila without fruit.

Selaginella chrysorhiza, Spring ?

The two typical hill Mosses Pogonatum macrophyllum and

Hypnodendron arborescens also occurred in the collection.

H. N. Ridley.

Jour. Sitraits Branch





