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7% NATURAL HISTORY o #/« RHINOCEROQ;s

N EXT to the elephant, the rhinoceros
is accounted the largeft quadruped.
1t is ufually of the fize of a fmall or mid-
dling elephant, and has a rough, hard,
wrinkled fkin, very thick, and almoft
proof againft any weapon ; refembling, in
colour and appearance, the bark of an old
elm. Some part of itis fpotted with black
and grey, and in many places it folds over
in deep furrows, which appear hke feales.
From its nofe proceeds a pyramidal horn,
(from whence it takes its name) growing
upwards, and afcending in a curve, It is
perfeétly folid, and without cavity, and in
colour is of alighter or darker brown, or
even black, according to his age. So is
the length and weight of it. When full
grown, it mealures between three and four
feet from the root, and weighs near five
hundred pounds.  This horn or fnout
feems formed to turn up the earth, in or-
der to its feeding on the rocts of plants,
as well as for its detence ; for it can be
turned upwards, downwards, or fideways :
yetitisof fo fim and hard a fubftance,
that the point will picrce into any thing
like a fword ; and the rhinoceros is faid to
fharpen it againft a fiint, or other haid
flone, that he may be piepared whenever
he 15 attacked by an enemy. ‘The eves
are fmall, and pliced preity forward, Tle
ears large, and not unlike to thofe of an
afs. They fland cre&t on the upper part
of the head. The back is not prominent,
like an elephant’s, but hollow, and feems
as if adorred with a natural faddle. The
fides are fwelled out on each fide, and the
belly finks down pretty much.  The legs
are fhort, and thick in proportion. 'The
feet are rourd behind, having hoofs for-
wards, which, by two divitions, are fepa-
rated into three parts on each foot ; but
they have not the little hoofs in the hinder
part of the foot, fuch as we fee in fwine,
decr, theep, and many other animals. The
tail is in fthape Lke that of an ox, and has
fometimes black hajrs at the end ; the ears
have alfo forie feattered hairs on them.
This large creature is found ir the iland
of Java, in divers parts of the Eatt Indics,
and in Africa. The ancients have fpoke
very little of it.  Pliny contents himfelf
with faying it has a horn cn its nofe, that
it whets it agoingt a ftone before it engages

with the elephant, there being a nat.y
antipathy between thefe two grear ap,.
"?ah’ and that they are nearly of the fape
bignefs; but that the rhinoceros has fhore
legs, and that the (kin is the colour of
box-tree. /Elian, who has given a dets)
of very common animals, did not thinj
neceflary to defcribe the rhinoceros, becail
all the world had feen it in the fhew
which the emperor exhibited for the amufe.
ment of the people. Strabo fays, that b
faw the rhinoceros at Alexandria ; but g
as {uperficial as Pliny, though he cites Ar.
timedoius.  Dio Caffius only tells us, thy
thefe creatures appeared at Rome in ty
triumph of Auguftus.

Le Compte, among other particulin
mentioned above, tells us, that the rhine
ceros, which he accounts one of the mei
extrao:dinary animals in the world, r.
fembles the wild boar, but is prodigiouy
larger ; that he has a large head, and fmal
mouth ; and that he renders h mfelf by
his horn very terrible to the tygers, buffi.
loes, and elephants. M. D'Herbelot tely
us, on the authority of the famed Shard
Al Edrifi, that there are a great numberof
thefe creatures in the ifle of Rami, on th
Indian fea, about three days failing from
that of Serendib, from which the Indin
kings are furnifhed with its wonderful hora
to drink cut of, it having the fingular vi.
tuc of fweating at the approach of any
poifon. He adds, that the horn, being
fplit in two in the muddle, reprefents th
profile or cutlines of a man, as if drawn
with chalk, and fome of them alfo thoft
of birds.

The tongue of this animal is covertd
with a rough membrane, refemtling a fil,
which fiays every thing he licks. As we
have animals here which make a gratelul
repaft upon thiftles, whofe fimall points are
agrecable to the nervous filaments of the
tongue, fo the rhinoceros eats with ple
fure the branches of tiees, briftled all over
with the largeft thorns, Travellers'yela
that they have frequently given him thols
whofe points were very fharp and long,
and it was wonderful to fee with whit
greedinefs and dexterity he immediatly
licked them up, and chewed them in b
mouth, without the lcalt feeming incon:
vepiency,  Sometimes, ndeed, bis mont
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“vte bloody ; but that feemed

woudb
cven 10 1 the tafte more agrecable;
“ (1]l wounds, to apparance,
; . her impreffion on his tongue
potle les of falt and pepper do on

', 1: ey touch any fleth with their

. cirries all before it, leavine the
' e hare ; fothat thisisa very dan-

o weapon.

1hovgh the greatedt p1rt of his

. inarm-ur, and thofe who artrack
b 3 o exrofed to prear dunger, yet the
Judans | nt him as they do other ani-
heea fo his carcale is of great ufe to
v.wever hard it may be, the
Mocrs eat Nis flcfh, whiich they account 4
fine re;at. The inhahitants attribute a
varety ot phyficial virtues to every part
of t'is creat ture, from the tip of the horn
¢o e calcined bones and ho ofs, in which
e Pertoguete do ot fall fhort of them
b.t th 'c.‘ good reafon, perhaps, to dovhr
I'hat the horn fweats
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nials,
them; and,

! many f them,
at the t :x.h of poifon, and ic eftecmed
frmam other qualities, feeins to be uni-

f v Mowed 3 and whether fome other

cot be ufed with fuccefs, as a
we have no
] to contradi¢t; and, on the
etor hand, we have not fufficient to
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for particelar difiafes,

or the veracity of thofe numerous
toes attrbuted to every part of the rhi-

1o Atthe Cape of Good-Hope the
Lurancans “in\ up the fi refh blood in the
e v dryin the fun, and afterwards take

10 wne, cofiee, or tea, to opern obilruc-
rd for inward fores, Their fleih
the Hottentots 3 and
eat fome, and tound
ecal .:(.‘.
relates,
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Athong
¢! l’.{_\: be himicl
tafte very agr
that when he wa,
in the province of i'ulucam-
, the governor went out
that was in a wood
The governor
men, fome
n lorfeback, and ;‘.A\flt or

toa elephants.  The beaft came out of the

Father Born

( an-china
to hent a rhinoceros,
req- ¢ r d

.
ir their dwelling-place.
hohim above a hundred

1, and, feeing
irirom giving

he furoufly en

fo many enemics, was
any takens of fear, rhat
cuntered them ali, who,
a lane, lct the thino-
os run through, e came to the rear,
waue was the governor, mounted on an
dephant, wating to attack him. The
phant eindeavoured to lay hold with his
¥, but could not, by reafon of the
rhrcceros’s fwiftnefs and leaping ; and
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betides, the elephant was forced to be finét-
ly uron his guard, leit the rhinoceros
fhould flip his horn into his belly, and nip
him up, as they often do in their fights
with each ot'er. The povern'r, wel
knowing thit be cculd nct pierce the rhi-
ncceros on the back, by real’ n ot the thick=-
nefs of his Lide in that part, or any where
but on the fides near the belly, watched
an opportunity when he ihould take a
leap, ard by that means expu fe the place
whih alone was penetrable.  This the
creature prefently did, to avoid a firoke
atmed at him by the elephant, and the go-
vernor immediately caft a dart, which
dexteroufly fhiuck Lim throuzh from fide
to tde; upon which the beaft fell down,
amidit a lcud fhout of the people, who
were very numerous, and had begun to be
in pain for the gowernor's fafety. Ihey
then Jaid the body upon a pile of woad,
and fetting fire to it, leaped and dinced
about, whilit the hard (kin was burning
and the fiefh roathing, cutting pieces as 1aft
as it roafted, and ecating them with great
fitisfaclion, Of the heart, liver, and
brain, they made a more dainty dith, and
picfented at te the governor, who was
upon a rifing eround, diverting limfelf
with their meriiment.  Father Borri, who
was prefent at the whole fcene, obtained
the hoofs by the governot's leave,  In all
¢nzagements beoween the elephant and
thineceros, the victory to the latter chiefly
depends upen the good fortune of firiking
the former with Lis horn in the belly ; for
if Le fails in this, or mifles his aim, the
clepliant is mererally too hard for him, by
means of his probofcis.

As thethinoceres i< but feldom feen, we
mar cong'ude cibier that they are as fearce
os the ate numerous, or elfe,
which i more probable, they chiefly har-
and unfrequented places,
eir cominen et being thiftles, docks,
and ether fuch hike coarfe tare,  Some have
imazined that the rhan, fo often men-
toncd io Scripture, was no other than this
,A on a clofe examination, there
are but Lot srounds for fuch a fuppotition.
Others imuc e, that the beaft commonly
cailed the uricorn is no other than the
thinocercs 3 theugh, if authors may be
credit o, thiere are various one-horned ani-
y Afica, which have an equal, and
fomie a fai hetter, rieht to this conje@ure,
as coming nearcr to the ¢ mmonly received
notien of the figure and thape of the uni-
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corn. Others, on the eontrary, and par-
ticularly Dale, think that the rhinoceros is
the only one-horned quadruped, and that
the accounts of all the others arc ficti-
tious.

Very few of thefe animil, have been
brougit to Europe. There was a female
one thewn in London in the year 17525
but this was not near full-grown, being no
more than five feet and an half in ftature,
and the horn was but fhort.

The rhinoceros is among the number of
thofe animals, which if a Hottentot can
have the happinefs of killing, he has the
dignity of an hero conferred upon him.
The performance of the ceremony, and
the cleanlinefs of it, may prove entertain-
ing, and therefore we here fubjoin it,
though not properly belonging to the na-
taral hiftory of this beaft.

« The rhinoceros being killed, the Hot-
tentot runs to his village, acquaints all his
neighbours of his good fortune, and then
goes to his but, and fquats down in the
middle of it.  Prefently comes an ancient
Ho'tentot, deputed by the village, and
compliments him - n their name ; at the
fame time giving notice of their expedting
bis comine to reccive the honours due to
his exploit. ‘T'he hero rifes upon the mef-
{age being delivered, and artends the de-
to the middlc of the village, where he

puty
fpread for the fo-

fquats down on a mat,
Jemnity, in the center of the men, whoall
fquat tound bhimn circle. The deputy
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then advances, pronounces certain
and then piffes vpon him from head ,
foot. The deputy afterwards lights
of tobacco, and, having fmoked n::
three whiffs, delivers it to be fmoked o
in turns by the affembly, and the athes
fcattered by the deputy on the hero, wh,
inftantly rifes, and the whole circle wy
him, receives the perfonal complimen;
and thanks of the village for the figy
fervice and honour rendered to his
by his bravery: and thus ends the cen,
mony. Straightway the hero returns 1
his hut, where he is three days fumptuo.
ly entertained, at the expence of they.
lage, with the niceft rareties, (that is, wh
they term nice); during which time be
called to no public a&ion ; nor is his wi
admitted till the evening of the third dy,
when the hero receives the lady with ty
greateft marks of fondnefs and affedion;
a fat theep is killed, and the neighbous
are entertained, who congratulate the i
upon her being reftored to the arms, af
zt:come a partner in her hufband's glo,
On the whole, the rhinoceros is a vey
noble and famous creature ; and thoupt
vafltly infericr to the elephant in ftrengt,
docility, and thofe other qualities peculu
to that famed animal, yet fuperior toits
comeclinels of fhape, and beauty of fkin;
and both alike ferve to difplay the wonée
of Providence in the creation,

Some REFLECTIONS

Medio tuiijimus ibis.~——

All neither wholly falfe, nor wholly true.

on the Seairiy of ParTy,

Pors.

To tve Auliors of the BriTisH MAGAZINE.

GENTLEMEY,

'l HE happy fpuit of unanimity, which

hath lately fubnfted amongit us, may
appear to render any refleétions on the
fpicit of paity unfcafonable ; yet, as Chrif-
tianity pronounces d blefiing on the peace-
nmaker, 1t feems no unreatonable deduction,
¢hat he who honeftly endeavours to eila-
blith and confinn fuch principles as tend
to peace, will be intitled to an adequate
degrec of the Divine Blefling. Perhaps the
fubject I have chofen hath heen already
fufficiently exhautied by authors whom 1

have never been fo forrunate as to M
with or perufe ; and tradls have been W
ten on it much more copious, diff’i
and full, than any Iam equal to. Fo?
ever, 1 have ventured to draw upafer
Joofe immethodica! thoughts, and adére
them to you, flattering myfelf they ¥l
neither be difagrecable to you, nor incos
patible with your plan. 1 fhall fay
little of the fpirit of party as it regars
politics, confequently a difcuffion of ¢
German war (which I with happly

honourably ended) muft not be f"l“’i

.






