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ADVENTURES, NATIONAL CUSTOMS,
AND CURIOUS FACTS.
D

MILTON.

Tllﬁl.hrol John Milton was the son of a sub-
stantial English Catholic hrmor, who disinherited
him b he turned Protest. to Lon-
don in guest of fortune, he set up in the business of
notary and onlny&noe;, in which he gained a con-
siderable fortune  The very spet in Broad Street,
City, where his house stood, in which he lived and
worked, and in which the poet was born, existed
until a few months since. Houses were not
bered then, but distinguished by signs. Over
the door of a boukael]ar there would be a gilt Bible,
perhaps ; over a baker’s shop a sheaf of wheat;
and some men would mark their houses by a sign
having no ref to their Milton,
the scrivener, disti ed his office md abode by
putting up over the entrance a black spread eagle,

the arme of his family.

This thriving notary, besides being a man of
reading and culture, was a composer of music ; and
some of his compositions, which were published in
his lifetime, have been found in musical works of
that day. John Milton owed the bent and nurture
of his mind to bis father. His father was his first
Inmaor, and when the boy was ten years old,

—— =

{ather, and who loved him little more than she did.
She died when the youngest of these children was
an infant in arms. Three years after, he was
-srﬂodmudlnhum a year he was left

sx.:dovher Bix years kh; he married his
third wife, who was twenty-eight years younger
than himself, and who survived him for the long
period of fifty-five years. This last marriage was
embittered by ceaseless contentions between his
daughters and his wife, of which Milton lays the
blame upon his daughters. He says his wife was |

good and kind to him in his blind old age, but that |

his daughters were wadutiful and inhuman—not
only neglecting him, and bm him alone, but
plotting with his maid-servant to gheat him in the

During All this time of mm trouble, his
labours.were incessant. Besides his wri-
tings, he wrote for the use of hhnﬁlu short
Latin grammar, part of a History of England, avd

school-books. At that day, a great part of all | su

diplomatic and other state were written in
Latin, and it was Milton's duty to write such. It
was 8 somewhat lucrative employment : the salary
was W. w ﬁmm. Most zealously did John
vernment of the Progector.
So lrd-ous ‘were hil labours, that hiseyes, which
began tofail him at thirty-five, gave way enuxdy
ten years after. Before Milton had med his
forty-sixth yu.r, he was whllynd m blind.
An he retained his

wved for him a tutor of
ﬂzr:ood parent early discovered the prodigious
genius of his son, and he made the culture of that
genius the chief object of his existence. The poet
was enabled, by his father’s liberality, to pass the
first thirty-one years of his life in gaining know-
ledge and cultivating his faculties. Until he was
thirty-one, John Milton was a student, and no-
thing but a student ; first, a8 home, at his father's
side, next at a great London grammar-school, then
at Cambridge University, afterwards at his father’s
bouse in the country, and finally in foreign
countries. Duaring all this long period of prepara-
tion, he was & most diligent, earnest, and intense
student.

It was during his residence in Italy that his
literary ambition was born. From an early period
of his youth he had beem accustomed to write Latin
poems, some of which he carried with him to Italy
and showed to his learned friends there. They

were struck with wonder that a man from distant

England should have attained such mastery of the |
Latin language, and they were not less astonished

that a Briton should be so excellent a poet. It was |
their hearty praise, Le says in one of his letters, |
that first suzzested t hiwm the idea of devoting his
life toliterature. Then aud there it was, he tells
us, that he began to think that “by labour and
intent study " he might, perlaps, produce some-

thing so written that posterity would not willingly .
Jet it die. A great Christian Poem was the object |
to which he aspired. Ie desired to do for Eugla.nd
what Homer had done for Greece, Virgil for |
Rome, Dante for Italy, and Camoens for Portugal. l

post until Glomwoll died, though at a reduced

. - This howe he would
e iR e
unchanged. He was ve years of age,

of the monarchy, under
1o private life, and gave him back to poetry.

Now it was that he realized the dream of his
early manhood, and wrote his great poem—the work
of just five years. For this poem, the produet of a
life of thought and five years of toil, Milton received
eighteen pounds, and it sold to the extent of about
3,000 copies in seven years. This was a large sale
for that day, and adds one more to our list of proofs
that a great man is appreciated during his own
lifetime. Milton certainly was. We have evidence

enough that even in the reign of Charles 11, all that |

was high and noble in Englazd bent in veneration
before the majestic genius of this blind old man.
Miton lived seven years after the publication of
Paradise Lost. He died in 1674, aged sixty-six
years., His property, which amounted to fiftecn
I.mndred pounds sterling, became the subject of a
lawsuit between the widow and the daughters of the
poet. They had quarrelled over the dying bed, and
they quarrelled over his freshly-made grave.
Milton was a man of small stature, slender make,
delicate features, and pale complexion. But for the
manliness and vigour of his bearing, his appearance |
would have been feminine. He rose early, and |
loved a walk in the fields, delighting in the birds,
the flowers, and the sweet morning air. He was
sunple in his diet, and was eheerful over his food.
Great bers of the 1 d and noble, both native

While he was indulging these pl |
under the deep blue of the Ttalian sky, the news
came to Lim that civil war was about to break out
in England. Bo the poet and scholar turned his
steps homeward when he heard that hostilities were |
imminent between his countrymen and their king.
Farewell, Poetry, for twenty years!

When Milton returned to his native land, after
two years’ absence, it was not at his father’s house
that he foand a home. He preferred to reside in {
London, where he took a few pupils to prepare for the
Umver;ny These were hnomploymiormy

ears, until Oliver Cromwell appointed him bis
sccrctal'v

He was extremely unfortunate in his relations
with women. Until he was thirty-five he lived a
bachelor ; and it had been better for him, perhaps,
if be had remained suchall his life. In his thirty-
fifth year, just as the civil war was actually begin-
ing, he went into the comntry, telling o .ome the
object of the journey. A month after he md
home a maried man, his wife with him.

She was a good enough country girl, the bter
of am-old friend of Milton's hﬂur but as
& wife for John Milton as any woman in
'She was rather stupid, very ignorsat, of
pleasure, accustomed to go to country balls gnd
2 Lnne with gay young officers. Milton was a grave,
sustere student, absorbed in the weightiest public
topics, and living only in his books and in his
ts. The poor girl found his house so in-
tolerably dull, that, after a short trial of it, she
asked leave to go home for a short visit ; and, being
at bome, she positively refused to go 'back. But
during the troubles of the civil war, his wife’s
family being driven from their home, he took them
all into his house, with his own aged father, and so

they lived together. They had three h-
ot T e A el e e B

and foreign, visited him in his modest abede.

During the last years of his life, there was only |
one name in Great Britain more honoured than his,
and that was the august name of the Lord Protect.or,
Oliver Cromwell.

We read the other day a letter of Voltaire, which
states that when he was an exile in London in 1727,
fifty-three years after Milton's death, word was |
brought to the circle of wits and lords who fre-
quented thehouse of Alex‘nderPOPe.Mldaughtet
of Milton’s was living close by, with her children,

Ime,l did not like to fire, becanse one has little
chance of killing the rhinoceros when in that posi-
tion. Having approached to within a few feet of
me, his ntmﬁol was ‘w&n ud suddenly utter-
ing one of “ blowing” noises, so pecu-
hutotlwbuﬁvhulhmodutenugad.he pre-
pared to treat me in a similar manner to the stanes
and skulls he had just so unceremoniously tossed
about. Not a moment was to be lost , ud, in self-
defence, I fired at his head. I shall never forget
the confusion of the animal on receiving the con-

tents of my gun. 8 nearly p dicularl
| into the air, and to the height of many feet, he came
down again with a thump that seemed to make the
earth tremble—then plunging violently forward (in
doing which he all but trampled on me), he ran
round and round the spot for fully five minutes, en-
veloping every object in a cloud of dust. At last
he dashed into the wood and was hidden from view.
Not finding blood on his tracks, I had no reason to
ppose he was much hurt. My notion is, the
bullet struck his horn, partially stunniug him with
its jarring violence. Had my gun nuw fire when
he charged, it is more than probable I should have
been impaled.-~ Anderson’s * Africa.”

NOTES ON FRUITS.

ple is at once the most brisk and refroshing of
lny the common hardy orchard fruits. 1t remains
the langest in scason, is used in the greatest number
of ways, and, therefore, is the most generally culti-
vated. The varietiesin the apple at present known
are considerably more than a thousand. Many of
the better sorts of English apples were at first in-

the greater part of our names of apples are

either pure or corrupted. The fine cyder orchards
of Herefordshire began to be planted in the reign of
Charles I. The adaptation of these apples to the
soil was quickly discovered ; and they spread over
the whole face of the country The cyder counties
of England lie something in the form of a horse-
shoe round the Bristol Channel : the best are Wor-
cester and Hereford on the nerth of the Channel,
and Somerset and Devon on the south.

The pear is among the trees which Homer de-
seribes as forming the oxchard of Laertes, the father
of Ulysses. Pliny mentions several sorts of pears
which were grown in Italy, and particularly men-
nous that a fermented liquor was formed of their ex-
| pressed juice. Itis probable that the Romans brought

tha cultivated pear to England, and the monks paid
great attention to its varieties. The Chinese, who
carry the cultivation of fruit te very great perfec-
tion, have pears, white in the inside, melting, and
with a iragmnt smell, of the enormous weight of
ten pounds each.

The cherry is anative of most temperate countries
of the northern hemisphere. It is generally said
that the first of the present cultivated sorts was in-
| troduced about the time of Henry VIII, and was

| originally planted in Kent. The cherry orchards

| of Kent are still celebrated. It scems, however,
| that they were known much earlier, or at any rate
| cherries were hawked abemt London before the
{ middle of the -lunt.h , in the very same

manner as at present. Our song of “ Cherry
ripe " is very w from Herrick, a poet
of the time of Charles I. There are about 250
varieties of cherries cultivated in England.

The currant was formerly erroneously held to be
the Corinthian grape degenerated. It is now con-
i sidered as a native of this country, the red being
found growmg mmully in many places both

of and and the white being

in a want. In two bours,
says the French poet, a sum of money was raised
for her sufficient to make her comfortable for the
rest of her life.

ADVENTURE WITH A RHINOCEROS.

merely a variety of the red. The black currant is
supposed also to be a ut\veoanmn. or at all
events the period of its intseduction is unknown.
The gooseherry, if nok ive of Britain, is yet
a fruit much hetter to cold than to warm
in the time of Henry
Europe the gooseberry is
lected ; and though it grows

ONE fine moonlight night, when easconced
in -y “skarm,” and contemplating the stsange,
-qn:i\ inharm a'n:ﬂ‘u‘ H::;
Wd e onious a
e was evulont.ly in bad humour, for,
n be omer‘eii ::wnglt the trees into more
observed him madly chargi -
md everythmg that he oncqinm?’s
stones, &c. Even the whitened skulls and
skeletons of his own species, lying scattered about
on the ground, were attacked with inconceivable
fury. I was much amused at his eccentric pas-
time ; but, owing to the openness of the ground,
and the quantity of the limestone thereabouts, which
made objects more distinct, he was not easy of ap-
proach. However, after divesting mysell of my
dress, m 1 usheulg (o my
to craw] m;
me—to within a short &u &
beast. As he was advancingina dimt line to’

40 & large ulo in the wa.rmer parts of England, its
fdlavour there is very inferior to that which it has in
Scotland. Even in that country the flavour seems
to increase with the cold; for if there be warmth
enowngh for bringing g ooseberries to maturity and
ripening the fmher north they are grown the
better. In England, the Lancashire gooseberries
are the finest in appearance. They are verylarge ;
but still their flavour is far inferior to that of the
Scotch. Perbaps the inferiority of the English
berries may be in great part owing to the large
sorts that are cultivated, the finest, even in Scotland,
bemg those that are of n middle size. Gooseberries

of hite, yellow, green, and
red and of mheolonrthanmmny sorts. The
yollow berries have, in g 1, a more rich
and vinous flavour than the white ; thoyan.oqﬁ.t
account, the best for the dessert, and also for
fermented into wine. When the sort h choice,

treduced into this country from the Continent, and




