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which is infinitely more, who owe our all to the forbearance
of that God, of whofe mercy it is that we are not utterly con-
{fumed. @[ 70 be continued. ]
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Method of’hunting the Elephant, Rhinoceros, and Buffalo, in_
Abyflinia: from Mr. Bruck’s Travels, Vol. IV. pa. 293.

MR. BRUCE on his return to Egypt from Gondar, the
capital of Abyflinia, made fome ftay at the town of Tcher-
kin, fituated in the north of that kingdom, on the confines of
Atbara. Here he was hofpitably entertained by a young noble-
man named Ayto Confu, with whom he had been acquainted at
Gondar, but was now at his country feat at Tcherkin. Our tra-
veller gives us the following enrertaining defcription of that part
of Abyflinia, and the mode praftifed by the natives in hunting the
Elephant, Rhinoceros, and Buffalo.

There is great plenty of game of every fort about Tcherkin ;
elephants, rhinocerofes, and a great number of buffaloes, which
differ nothing in form from the buffaloes of Europe or Egypt, but
very much in temper and difpofition. They are fierce, rath, and
fearlefs'of danger; and, contrary to the praltice of every other
creature not carnivorous, they attack the traveller and the hunter
equally; and it requires addrefs to efcape from them. They feem
to be, of all others, the creature the moit given to eafe and indul-
gence. They he under the moft fhady trees, near large pools of
water, of which they make conflant ufe, and fleep foundly all the
day long. The flefh of the female is very good when fat, but
that of the male, hard, lean, and difagreeable. Their horns are
ufed 1n various manners by the turners, in which craft the Abyf.
finians are very expert. In the woods there are many civet cats,
‘but they know not the ufe of them, nor how to extraét the civet.
The Mahometans only are poflefled of this art.

On the 6th of January; 17y2, an hour before day, we mounted
on horfeback, to the number of zbout thirty belonging to Ayto
Confu. But there was another body, both of horfe and foot,
which made hunting the elephant their particular bufinefs. Thefe
men dwell conflantly in the woods, and know very little of the
ufe of bread, living entirely upon the flefh of the'beafts they kill,
chiefly that of the clephant and rhinoceros. They are exceedingly
thin, light, 2nl agile, both on horfeback and foot; are very
fwarthy, though few of them black: none of them wooly-headed,
and all of them have European features. They are called Aga-
geer, a name of their profeflion, not of their nation, which comes
trom the word Agar, and fignifies to hough or ham-firing with a
fharp weapon. More properly it means, indeed, to cut the tendon
of the'hecl, and is a charafteriftic of the manner in which they
kill the Elephant, which is as follows:—Two men, abfolutely
naked, without any rag or covering at all about them, get on
horfeback; this precaution is for fear of being laid hold of by the
trees or buihes, in making their efcape from a very watchiul

enemy.




Mr. Brucke’s - Travels: 37

enemy. One of thefe riders fits upon the back-of the horfe,
fometimes with a faddle, and fometimes withont one, with only a
fwitch or fhort ftick in one hand, carefully managing the bridle
with the other ; behind him fits his companion, who has no other
arms but a broad-fword, fuch as is ufed by the Sclavonians, and
which is brought from Triefte. His left hand is employed gralping
the {fword by the handle, and about fourteen inches of the blade
is covered with whip-cord. This part he takes in his right hand,
without any danger of being hurt by it; and, though the edges of
the lower part of the {word are as tharp as a razor, he carries it
without a fcabbard. :

As foon as the elephant is found feeding, the horfeman rides
before him, as near his face-as poflible;; or, if he flies, crofles
him in all direftions, crying out, “I am fuch a man and fuch a
man; this is my horle, that has fuch a name; I killed your father
in {uch a place, and your grandfather in fuch another place, and
I am now come to kill you; you are but an afs in comparifon of
them.” This nonfenfe he verily believes the clephant underftands,
who, chated and angry at hearing the noifec immediately before
him, feeks to feize him with his trunk or probofcis, and, intent
upon this, follows the horfe every where, turning and turning
round with him, negle€tful of making his efcape by running
ftraight forward, in which cenfifts his only fafety. After having
made him turn once or twice in purfuit of the horfe, the horfe-
man rides clofe up along-fide ‘of him, and drops his companion
juft behind on the. off fide; and while he engages the elephant’s
attention upon'the horfe, the footman behind gives him a drawn
ftroke juft above the heel, or what in man is called the tendon of
Achilles, This is the critical moment ; the horleman immediately
wheels round, and takes his companion up behind him, and rides
off full fpeed after the reft of the herd, it they have ftarted more
than one; and fometimes an expert Agageer will kill three out of
one herd. If the fword is.good, and the man not afraid, the ten<
don is commonly entirely feparated ; and if it is not eut through,
it is generally fo far divided, that the animal, with the ftrefs he
puts upon it, breaks the remaining part afunder. In either cale,
he remains incapable of -advancing a ftep, till the horfeman re-
turning, or his companions coming up, pierce him through with
javelings or lances; he then falis to the ground, and expires with
the lofs of blood. e

The huntfman neareft me:prefently lamed his elephant, and left
him ftanding, but failed in the -purfuit of the fecond, and, being
clofe upon him- at’ entering the wood, he received a violent blow
trom ‘a branch of a tree which the elephant had bent by his
weight, and after paffmg, allowed it to replace itlelf, when -t
knocked down both the riders, ‘and very much hwit the horle.
This, indeed, is the great danger-in elephant-hunting ; for fome
of the trees, that are dry and thoit, break, by the violent preffure
cof {o immenfe a-body moving fo rapidly, ‘and fall upon t{he purs
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fuers, or agrofs the roads. But the greateft number of thefe trees,
being of a fucculent quality, they bend without breaking, and re-
turn quickly to their former pofition, when they {trike both horfe
and man fo violently, that they often beat them to pieces, and
fcatter them upon the plain.  Dextrous, too, as the riders are, the
elephant {ometimes reaches them with his trunk, with which he
dafhes the horfe againft the ground, and then fets his teet upon
him, ull he tears him limb from limb with his probofcis; a
great many hunters die this way. Befides this, the foil, at this
time of the year, is {plit into deep chafms, or cavities, by the
heat of the {un, fo that nothing can be more dangerous than the
riding.

Tl%e elephant once {lain, they cut the whole flefh of his bones
into thongs, like the reigns of a bridle, and hang thefe, like feftoons,
upon the branches of trees, till they become perteéily dry, with-
out falt, and they then lay them by for their provifion in the feas
fon of the rains.

I fhall take upon me to refolve a difficulty, viz.—for what ufe
the teeth of the elephant, and the horn of the rhinoceros were in-
tended. The fheep, goats, horfes, cattle, and all the beafts of
the country live upon branches of trees. They are, in every
part of thefe immenle forefts, trees of a foft, fecculent fubftance,
full of pith. Thefe are the principal food of the elephant and
rhinoceros. They firlt eat the tops of their leaves and branches :
they then, with their horns or teeth, begin as near to the root as
they can, and rip, or cut the more woody part, or trunks ot thefe,
up to where they were eaten before, till they fall in fo many pli-
able pieces of the fize of laths. After this, they take all thefe in
their monftrous mouths, and twift them round as we could do the
leaves of a lettuce. The veltiges of this procels, i its different
ftages, we faw cvery day throughout the foreft; and the horns
of the rhinoceros, and teeth of the elephant, are often found bro-
ken, when their gluttony leads them to attempt too large or firm
a tree.

There now remained but two elephants of thofe that had been
difcovered, which were a fhe one with a calf. The people havin
obferved the place of her retreat, thither we haftily-followed. She
was very {oon found, and as foon lamed ; but when they came to
wound her with the daits, as every one did 1n their turn, to our
very great {urprife, the young one, which had been {uffered to
efcape unheeded and unpurfued, came out from the thicket, appa-
rently in great anger, running upon the horfes and men with all
the violence 1t was mafter of. I was amazed; and as much as
ever I was, upon fuch an occafion, afflitted, at feeing the great
affeétion of the little animal defending its wounded mother, heed-
lefs of its own life or fafety. 1 therefore cried to them, to fpare
the mother, though it was then too late ; and the calf had made
feveral rude attacks upon me, which I avoided without difficulty;
but I am happy, to this day, in the refle€tion that I did nor ftrike
it. At laft, making one of its attacks upon a gentleman, 112 hurt
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him a little on the leg ; upon which he thruft it through with his
lance, as others did after, and it then fell dead before its wounded
mother,- whom it bad fo affetionately defended. It was about the
fize of an afs, but round, big bellied, and heavily made ; and was
fo furious, and unruly, that it would eafily have broken the leg
either of man or horle, could it have overtaken them, and joftled
again{t them properly. Fp

ere is an example of a bealt (a young one too) poflefling ab-
firatted fentiments to a very highdegree. By its flight on the firft
appearance of the hunters, it is plain it apprehended danger to it-
felf, it alfo refle€ted upon that of its mother, which was the caunfe
of its return to her affiftance. This affeftion or duty, or let us
call it any thing we pleafe, except inftint, was fironger than the
fear of danger; and it muft have conquered that fear by refleétion
before it returned, when it refolved to make its beft and laft ef-
forts, for it never attempted to fly afterwards.

The huntfmen having procured as much meat as would main-
tain them a long time, could not be perfuaded to continue the
hunting any longer. Part of them remained with the fhe ele-
phant, which feemed to be the fatteft ; though the one they kil-
led firft was by much the moft valuable, on account of its long
teeth. It was flill alive, nor did it {feem an ealy operation to
kill it, though it was totally helplefs, except with its trunk.

We fought about for the buffaloes and rhinocerofes, but though
there were plenty of both in the neighbourhood, we could not
find them ; our noife and fhooting in the morning having proba-
bly {cared them away. One rhinoceros only was {een by a fer-
vant. We returned in the evening to a great fire, and lay all
night under the fhade of the trees. Here we {aw them feparate the
great teeth of the elephant from the head, by roafting the jaw-
bones on the fire, till the lower, thin, and hollow part of the teetht
were nearly confumed; and then they came out eafily, the thin
part being of no value.

The next morning we were on horfeback by the dawn of da
in fearch of the rhinoceros, many ot which we had heard make a
very deep groan and cry as the morning approached ; feveral of
the hunt{men then joined us, and after we had fearched about an
hour 1n the very thickeft part of the wood, one of them ruthed
out with great violence, crofiing the plain towards a wood of
canes that was about two miles diftance. But though he ran, or
rather trotted, with furprifing fpeed, confidering his bulk, he was,
in a very hittle time, transfixed with thirty or forty javelins ; which
fo confounded him, that he left his purpofe of going to the wood,
and ran into a deep hole, ditch, or ravine, a cu/ de fac, without
outlet, breaking above a dozen of the javelins as he entered.
Here we thought he was caught as in a trap, for he had fcarce
room to turn; when a fervant, who had a gun, ftanding dirq&l
over him, fired at his head, and the animal fell immediately, to all
appearance dead. All thofe, on foot now jumped in wl:th their
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knives to cut him up, and they had fcarce begun, when the ani-
mal recovered {b far as to rife upon his knees; happy then was
the man that efcaped firft ; and had not one of the huntfmen, who
was himf{elf engaged in the ravine, cut the finew of the hind.leg
as he was retreating, there would have been a very forrowful ac-
count of the foot-hunters that day.

After having difpatched him, I was curious to fec what wound
the fhot had given, which had operated fo violently upon fo huge
an animal ; and 1 doubted not it.was in the brain. But it bad
{truck bim no where but upon the point of the foremodit horn, of
which it had carried off above an inch ; and this had occafioned
2 concuilion that had flunned him for a moment, till the bleeding
had recovered him. 1 preferved the horn from curiofity, and
have it now by me, I faw evidently the ball had touched no other
part of the beaft.

While we were bufy with the rhinocercs, Ammonios joined us,
He was a man of approved courage and condu&, and had been in
all the wars of Abyffinia, and was placed about Ayto Confu, to
lead the troops, curb the prefumption, and check the impetuofity
of that youthiul warrior. He was tall and awkwardly made ; flow
in {peech and motion, about fixty years of age, and more corpu-
lent than the Abyflinians generally are; in a word, as pedantic
and grave in his manner, as it is pofiible to exprefs, He fpent
his whole leifure time in reading the {cripture, nor did he wil-
iingly difcourfe of any thing elfe. He had been bred a foot-fol-
dier; and, though he rode as well as many of the Abyflinians,
yet, having long flirrup-leathers, with iron rings at the end of
them, into which he put his naked toe only, inftead of ftirrups,
he had no ftrength nor agility on horfeback, nor was his bridle
fuch as could command his horle to ftop, or wind and turn
{harply among trees, though he might make a tolerable figure on
a plain. : :

pA Boar, roufed on our right, had wounded a horfe and a foot-
man of Ayto Confu, and then efcaped. Two buffaloes were
found by thofe on the right, one of which wounded a horfe like-
wife. 'We kiiled the other, without being in any fort of danger.
-‘OQur horfes were confiderably blown, not tired, and though we
were beating homewards, ftill we were looking for more game.
Ammonios was on the left among the bufhes, and {fome large trees,
clofe on the banks of the river Bedowi, which ftands’there in
pools. Whether the buifalo found Ammonios, or Ammonios the
‘buffalo, is what we could never get him to explain-to us; but he
‘had wounded the beaft {lightly in the ‘buttock, which, in return,
had gored his horfe, and thrown both him and it to the ground.
Luckily, however, his cloak had fallen off, which the buffalo tore
in pieces, and ‘employed himfelf for a minute with that and with
the horle, but then left them, and followed the man as foon as he
Aaw him rife and run. A mmonios got behind one large tree, .and
rom that to another {till larger, ‘The buffalo turned very awk-
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wardly, but kept clofe in purfuit ; and there Wwas no doubt he
would have worn our friend out, who was not ufed to fuch quick
inotion. : _ :

The momerit I heard his repeated cries, 1 gallopped out of the
bufhes to the place where be was, and could not help laughing at
the figure ot our friend; very attentive to the beafts motions,
which feemed to dodge with great addrefls, and keep to his adver-
fary with the utinoft obftinacy. -Confu immediately arrived, but
did not offer to interfere ; on the contrary, he clapped his hands,
and cried, “ Well done, Ammonios,” declaring he never faw fo
equal a match in his life. The unfortunaté Ammonios bad been
driven from tree to tree, till he had got behind one within a few
yards of the water: but the bruth-wood upon the banks, anid his
attention to the buffalo, hindered him from feeing how far it was
below him. And well he might be on his guard ; for the animal
was abfolutely mad, toffing up the ground with his feet, both be-
fore and behind. ¢ Sir, faid I to Ayto €onfu; this will be but an
ugly joke to-night, if we bring home that man’s corpfe, killed in
the very midft of us, while we were looking on,” Saying this; k
parted at a canter behind the treés, crying to Ammonios te throw
himfelf into the water, when I fhould flrike the beaft ; and feeing
the buffalo’s head turned from me, at full fpeed I fan the {pear into
the lower part of his belly, through his whole intefltines, till it
came out above a foot on the other fide, and there I left 1t, with
a view to hinder the buffalo from turning. It was a fpear which;
though {mall in the head, had a ftrong, tough; feafoned fhaft;
which did not break by firiking it againft the trees and bufhes;
and it pained and impeded the animal’s motions, till Ammonios
quitting the tree, dafhed through the bufhes with fome difficulty,
and threw himfelf into the river. Baut here a danger occurred
that I had not forefeen. The pool was very deep, and Ammonios
could not fwim ; fo that though he efcaped from the buffalo; he
would infallibly have been irowned, had he not caught hold
of fome ftrong roots of a tree fhooiing ont of the bank ; and
there he lay in perfeft fafety from the enemy, till our fervants
went round, and brought him out of the pool on the firther
fide.

In the mean time, the buffalo, mortally wounded, feeifig his
enemy had efcaped, kept his eyes intent upon us, who were about
forty yards from him, walking backwards towards us, with intent
to turn fuddenly upon the neareft horfe; when Ayto Confu or-
dered two men with guns to fhoot him through the head, and he
inftantly fell. The two we firft killed were females ; this laft was
a bull, and one of the largeft, confeffedly, that had ever been

feen. Though not fat, I guefs he weighed nearer fifty than forsy
~ flone. His horns from the root, following the line of their curve,
were about fifty-two inches, and nearly nine where thickeft in the
circumference. ~ We were now within fight of home, to which
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we went {traight, without further hunting. Neither the ridicule
nor the condalence of the young men could force one word from
Ammonios ; only when I afked him whether or not he was hurt,

he anfwered from the fcripture, * He that loveth danger fhall
perith in 1t,” Eccl. i1i. 26. '

The Experience of Mrs. ANN GiLBerT, of Gwinear, in
Cornwall.
I was well acquainted with Mrs. G1LBERT, and believe the fols
lowing Narrative of her Life and Experience is ftriétly true ;
I therefore recommend it to be inferted in the Arminian Maga-
zine. Josepn TavLoOR.

Briftol, Auguft 1, 1794, :
ROM my infancy, fo faras I recolleét, I led what is called

a moral and inoffenfive Life ; and was ftrictly educated in the
dofirine and worfhip of our eftablifhed Church. My parepts
watched over me with an affeftionate concern ; and it is chiefly
on that account, I was happily preferved from the groffer vanities
and follies of the world. = :

In the year 1743, I was induced to go with the crowd to hear
Mr. Williams, one of the firft itinerant preachers that vifited
Cornwall. His ferious and earneft manner of praying and preach-
ing were fuch as I never heard before; and his word was as‘a flame
of fire, to foften and melt my heart. I fhed many tears during
the fermon, and was clearly convinced that the Methodifts were a
people going to heaven. O'! how gladly would I, from that mo-
ment, have lived and died in the clofeft fellowfhip with them :
but alas! having no religious conneétion, nor any one to take me
by the hand, I fuffered thefe conviftions to die away. However,
from that inftant, I was always confcious I wanted fomething to
make me happy.

In this ftate I continued till the year 1760, when the Lord, by
a gracious providence, was plealed to efablifh the preaching in
our parifh; the firft time 1 attended, he fent his word to my heart,
and vifited me again with my former convittions. As I returned
home, I prayed very earneftly that I mighs not lofe thefe divine
impreflions, through a worldly {pirit, as 1 had left the o:her thro’
childifh vanities. To avoid which, I embraced the firft opportu-
nity of joining the Society. O'! it 1s a pity that fo many thou-
fands lofe their good impreflions, for want of laying themfelves
open to fome experienced perfon, and helping each other in the
ways and work of the Lord. g

My diftrefles were exceeding great for the fpace of fix weeks ;
for the Lord was fhewing me the vilenefs of my heart, and the
multitude of my fins. It s true, I had not been what is called a
five-hundred pence debtor ; but I faw I owed him more than fifty
pence, and that he might juftly confign me over to evqr{laﬁing
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