
SECTION B4 - OTHER HERBIVORES: WHITE RHINOCEROS CHEMICAL CAPTURE - ROGERS 

Foot infections 
in the pen. and should also 

r r  - -  --- --" - -  -..--.....- .. ... ...,. ..- changed daily. 
,? I dowrl long enough for [he full treat~ncnt, try to ensure that at least the iodine and acri tlai ine 
.). ' I' glycer.inc are applied. Failing this, altcmate treatnient \vith these two dnlgs. Jt ma? be Colic I l 

Colic is occasinnnlly seen in rhinos in caprivity. Clinical signs of colic in the rhir 
. . .  _ - - . - A  -.,,A;,, ,,%,-l l v ; n < r  dnrr; 

' ... -.v-- - - -  . 
pneumonia Chemical capture of the black rhinoceros 

. .. . -1.: . .. ..,.... II., n r r l l r c  nnl\ i n  ;~nim:ils that are not 

0 water sllould be included in the drinkin, The black rhino ... 
I! Fly and tick worry Is \cry hlm11a1 to the u h ~ t e  rh~noceros, except that 

animal. Ravticol', wllicll 1s a sale, syntnctlC p~rclll lulu. ~ ' 1 1 1  ur. - ~ I . * J - -  c,..-- - - 

aecl;ly, rlIis is effecti\e against both stabls f l i o  (Srornor, r rpp)  and t i c b .  It ih not usually ,orc,oarious; 

It is by nature more aggressive and btlliserent. and is potentially danger;)us H! Abscesses approached on the ground; and 

~b~~~~~~ are seldom seen in l.llillos Ahscr>scs that do develop are tlsually as a r~slllt  of I t  re;lcts betlcr than the white rhino to the drugs used in tile annesthctlc cocklail, 
a dan wound or injection ~ c c a u s e  i t  is not po,sible to lance an : ~ ~ S C ~ S S  witllout imlllobilir- Ifdistl!rbcd u[)on approach, and after darting. ii.ill either becorne a,ogressivr: and ,-hargr the 
ing [lle the abscess is usllnlly left Lo rupture On its O ~ ~ - l l .  11 1.. then treated as an Open lnarhsman. OS altC~naLivelq will run oif and >eek shelter i n  a dense thicket, 
\iound hydroeen perc)ridc, iodine. acrit1a\inc gl)cerinc. etc.) The uolllld 
Clear> up  tJirl) quickly, I f  the opelling continues to ooze i t  Inay be necc.s:lr) m immohiliri. Precautions 
tt,c animal tlLlsh the abscess. In such casci a long-acting antibiotic should also be 

7'he same prcc~lltions that applv to white rhino capturt. apply here. l'here :Ire some additional 

Eye infections precautions to bear ill mind. 

by dust or a blow to the e y e  active infection is Be aware that bccnuse azaperone, and not hjusc~ne.  is 1lsed i l l  [he anaesthetic cocktail, the 
.L: . I .  . I :  ..,. L ..,,., ,. I.,.,~,.~~ nhv<ir.;ll tr:lunla is ch3racter~zed 



SECTION B4 - OTHER HERBIVORES: BLACK RHINOCEROS CHEMICAL CAPTURE - ROGERS 

[!l; Be prcparcd: hl:ick rhinos occacionslly get up quite unexpectedl~. e \rn \\hen the!, appear to 
,. l 

? ' 
bc fast aslccp. For this reasorl it is e \ sn  more irnportaut 1101 to \calk ill front of the animal, and 

I to n~ake  sure that the foot rope is \tell sccurcd. 

Because azapero1le, and not hyoscine. is uscd. if :l b1:lck rhino has ro bc tralkcd to the c r a r ~  
it is ehjential that the towel over the e>es be [tell secured so that the animal cannot see out. 1 

1 Ensure [hat the rhino does no1 stand vith its head in [lie corner of Lhe crate once it is loaded 
- the shape of the black rhino's head predisposes it to smothering itself. This i. not oftcn 2 
problem as the black rlii~lo is usually widc au,akc while being loaded! 

Be carcfiil when remok ing the hcad rope and cloth from the c)e;. 
11 

/ I 
How to capture the black rhinoceros 

1 1  I 1 Fnuinmcnt anti ~rcnaration are the same as fur the tbhite rhir~o (see Chni~ical C c ~ p t l ~ r ~  of flit 

Immobilizing cocktai l  Opioid 
a n t a g o n i s t  

E t o r p h ~ n e  Azaperone D~prenorph~ne 
(M991 (M5050) 
(ms) (mg) (ms) 

Adult 1 3 -1 - 150-200 / 6 

Sub-adult ( 1 75 1 l00 7; -- 

p - p- 

Juven~le  I - 1  50 1 3 

Technique 
Tlie technique 1s exactlj as for the \.c h~re  rhino \t ~ r h  a fe\r exception5 
n . . . .  . 

j ! 1 i Thcr~ .  is  one niajor difference in the cocktail ubeJ to i~nrnobilize black rhinos - azaperone ib lair seen. l 'he helicoptcr can (hen move off to ~ u i d e  in the follow-up tearl~. 

j / included in t11e black rhino's anaesthetic cockiail instead of h! o\cint.. The c o c k t ~ l  used by the sata] Parks Board is given in Table 1 .  Black rh~nos  rcact extremely \\ell to thiy cocktail. and It h e n .  seldom happens that a black rhino 1s roped \\bile still standins. The foot rope inuht 
/ i  1 houebrr. still hc put on, cvcn i l '  I J I C  ar~imal is do\vn 
! I  v c q  relaxed S ~ ; I L C  01 restraint 1s u\uaII achie\ ed. 

li 
I Because thc black rhlnrr is alrnost full! rtuakc after. being gicerl [hc ant~dote. it I,  : ~ d \ i s n b l ~  

((1 glee i t  ~ldditi0n;ll t~arlc]iiilll~cl 5-10 niinlites bcforL. wakins i t  up, This helps to prevent the 
i I Table 1 .  Dnlg combinations for the capturc of frcc-li\.in$ black T ~ ~ ~ O C C T O ~ .  animal fro111 fighting in the cratc. Azaoeronc 1s recornmtnded for thiq nllrnorr 21 th,. fnllnuino 
1 l I r I Immobilizing cock ta i l  l . - ,m+qmnmie+ 

Opio id  l 

1 30 ' 150-200 ' 6 I sonlctirneb thr case \cith ;I white rhino. 

Never  dart two  black r h i n o s  a t  o n c e  - t h e  c h a n c e s  of l o s i n g  one of t h e  
a n i m a l s  in thick bush a r e  just  t o o  g rea t .  I 

An ;Il[ernalive to (his cocktail is gi\ en in Table 2. This cocktail has also been uhed ~ t i t h  gre~lt Bibl iography 
success. a l thou~h  thc ctorphinc/fcntan!l combination produccs a slightly quicker and more D'-'nnt'!. K S .  1%') R l d  rhlnucsri,.. ~ r n ~ n ~ ) l l ~ l i ~ a r ~ o n  L I I I I I ~ I ~ I ~ ~  ;I ril*\\  ~ r ~ l l l q ~ l l l l l , ~ ~ ~ ~  L ,  .A/;- I( r6i/ J 7 
relaxed rttstr.un1. . . .  

~ 1 ~ l l ' ~ l ~ .  J.C. 1077 '1 h~'C~1pttlrc OC h1111 tll.ich rh~nocc~o, I I , I ~ ~  l:,*llt<j~, 1 tllld ,\,,,l),.r,,l,,. 3 ,l,,. J \\,/ ,/l ,  R (,,, 7. 1 1 ,. 14 
1 I 

AS in the ~ 3 , t  of hi[e rhino. thew comb~natlons serve onl) a, a ~u idc .  and the dosex 
i 1 H ~ ~ f l ~ l ~ ' ~ ' m .  :\ 1'173. T ~ c  dn:: I I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ~ ~ ) I ~ I / ~ ~ I O ~ ~  1.91 I , I I~L, \\ll,I I I~ . I~ I I ,O~C,  ,>[hL.r ~hLlli ~ 1 : ~  alll~.~,-~pL., ill. E. ).,,lln!, f L ~ d  ,, 71~' 

s h o l l l ~  be tailored to suit [he i~ldi\idual anirnal. The knock-do\tn time r s n f C ~  from sc\eil c{:/l~iff( < I ) ~ I !  C ~ ? I ( '  I ( /  \ \ i L i  .\I!IIII<~/>, 111, 51 0 1  t~llll~all Lq R, , ,~ , , ,~ ,~~,~ ,  c,lpc ri),.\" 
!l I 
[ l  Inintitcs, seldom happen, [hat [h;. animal i. roped it  h l l ~  still ~t i~ndinp - i t  is 11511lll! ] H ~ ' l l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ l j  R R I1)XcJ Hlatk r h l n l ~ i r l l -  1111 P I - !  /JKOUI,\ ~ . I ~ N I I C .  ~ I . ~ ~ ~ . , ~ O , - I . I I ~ , ~ ~ ~  . , l I ~  I ~ ) ~ ~ ~ , ~  1.2:lllCrll h) (h,. x.lI.l~ 1)..1, 

donn  by thc lime the follo\r-np team gets to i t  r\\ In the casc ol thr  u hitc rhirn). i t a  black rhino i 
B* ).ad A',,* c / <  3 1 J.;47. 

: 1 eocs do\{ n in less than six minutes it should be attended to as cll~ickly as possible. t l~[chin\.  P I\.I . K C C ~ ,  h l . ~  ,E R~.ll;11 



TRANSPORTATION - ROGERS 

Black rhinos often refi~se to cnrsr a cmtc. They ~ t i ~ n ~ l  at the entrance to the crate ivith their ' 

lczs splayed. heild down, and salivatin;. I f  this occurs. a cloth is L I ~  to cover [he animal'< 
eye\ and a ropc is slipped oter  its head. Thc. animal is then pulled into [he crate ~vhilc being 
guided and supported by an attxdanr on either <id?. 

If ii llppears h a t  the animal ma! zo down. nalorph~nc. may be adlninisrcred at the sarnc 
doia;s rate 3s in \\.hire rhino> (see Tr~:rlspor!c~rion ($ti:e Il'l~irt* Kit i t~oc~rnr .  this Section). T'ni, 
becomes necesTaq much mot.2 frequently 1~1th hlack rhinos thm $1 i t t l  hrtc rhinos. 

Transportation 

In the authar's e ~ p e r i ~ a c ~  it ha, nex;=r bccn nccesqar). to uanquilli~e boma trained bl;~:k 
rhinos et: rnlrre to thcir new destinarior~. They travel c'xtrcmcI. tvt'll and usually ear lar2e 
amounts of lucerne durinz the journcy. This seer113 ro keep rhcm quiet: for this rea<on i t  is 
advihable to tak- don?  a good sup;.!! of luc.=rnc for the journey. Rcrnernber to suppl!, 
adequate beddin:. 

I i  tranquillization does Sccolile nrc<ssJry, [h: rt.oommended dojss uf azaperone arc 2s 

f01lotl S: 

Xdul t 100 m? 
Sub-ad ill^ 50 mg 
Juvcnilc 25 m;. 

Thcsc doses may be increased if n?c,-.;.;ar).. Rarher srart off with low doses: one do:s nor 
u ant an anin~lll going dotvn in the crare. 

Black rhinos arc usually off-loaded more easily than \\..hire rhinos. It has been found that i f  
the> are allowed to disembark in their own tirn:. tvhich is usually riot ver) Ion:, the! are Ieb.; 
aggressive in thc. reccivin: pens. Xft:r disembarkation they often run around a~:d periorm fur 
a while. X?: in the case of tvhirt rhinos. a cloth or [he handlc of3 prodder may ha\.e to be used 
to ?er [h;. animal out of the crate. One si'Ido111 has to use [he prodder itself. L'nnecessary or 
excel;ivc uic of a cattle prodder to ?er a rductnnt anirnal to disembark will merely agzravate 
~ i l r  ,ituation. 

Spsctator$. movcmenr. and n0i.c at the off-loadin: site should be rehtrictcd to an absolulr: 
minirrtum as thesc factors further ag:ra!,aie the aniriiai. As with tchite rhino,. i t  is essrnrial 10 

scpamtc n COW and her calf on Ifi$cmbarkariorl. Thc cow's h~h3vi011r 4hould hc closely 
monitnred bciorc reunif i~~g the ttro - [h i< may only take 10 ~ i i i n ~ ~ l e s  if [tie iO\v is caI111, but 
lonyer if the cotv is very ayitated. 

Release 
SW T I Y I I ~ S ~ ~ ~  11-L  11io11 ( f / / ~ t #  \ifilitt, A'/iit~Ot*t*t.,)<. i l l i ,  S c c t i ~ ) ~ ~ .  I r l  [hc c;isc 01' black rliinoq i t  is 

c~zc.ritial 1h;11 thty arc [akirlg ill ;ufiici:nt Iclc:~l hro\vsc bc101.r: being re1c.asc.d. I t  is 1101 

nccrsbary ro r:dilcc their daily luccrne qunra hcf~,rs release. 


