


1 SECTION B4 - OTHER HERBIVORES: WHITE & BLACK RHINOCEROS 
t I ACCOMMODATION - ROGERS 

I Siting I r  the animals are kept for :1 prolonged period. Thc sizes of the pens should bc increased (to at 
least 20 x 20 m) if wild-caught animals arc introduced directly into thcse receiving pens. I n  

The siting of the bomas is very important, both from a drairtage as well as from a climatic 
!, s~lch cases, i t  is obviously not necessary for the roofisheltcr to extend the full length of the 

point of view. pens. Only one release gate is required if all thc animals are borna trained (i.e.. eating) 
i s  The bo~na should preferably be in thc centre of [he reserve to minimizc contact with 
i l beforehand. 

fences immediately after release. 
f : ,  

$ i  t 
n ~ e  sire should be in an area with good quality natural food available in ttie immediate 

1 ,  vicinity. This rnakes collection of fccd during the borna period easier, arid provides a 1 
suitable habitat when the animals are released. 

\ l 7:. The bolna nlust be closc to a reliable water source for the provision of water during the 
$ ! !  1 

bo~na trainins period. An adult rhino rriay drink up to 50 1 of water per day. 

1; The bo~lla must be easily accessible to vehicles that will deliver the rhinos. 
1 

!; i 
Artificial shade Lnrgc trees are necessary for shnde - alternatively, artificial shadc must be provided. 

] l /  i The substratc must be solid LO prevent animals from pushing over borna poles. 
11 : 
qi i i I  ! : 

The boma must be protected from cold winds. 
i 

1 f The boma must he away from busy roads. hoiises and other human disturbances. 

1 ,  I There must he minimal gravel and loose rock in the boma to prevent the development of 
1 

Interleading sliding 
foot problems. j 

The area rnust be well protected against veld tires. Surround the borna site with mod 1 

then1 to close confinement. Newlv cavtured animals are off-loaded into the hack nrnq and are 4-t 

Ill other hection, and \,ice IVe,:w. There hhould be gates con~iecting all the front nrld back pens to 
Figure 2. Receiving borna complex for rhino\. 

each other. Thc tranhportation crates arc attached to the front pen5 for crate trairliriy. 

Plan - receiving bomas Wall 

1 1 1  firebreaks. Although rhinos m:1y not be injured by a fire, they niny panic at the sight. 
sound or smell of a firc and are likely to injure themselves in the process. I 

l 
The slope of the land mu\t he t k e n  into account - it is prefcrablc to have a net dr~inage . I i 
of water away from the front bomas, i.e., from thc front to the hack bomah. I 

g==+l--; -- - --- -d It is also de~irable to have the bornas facins north-south, with the front bornas on the 
northern side. This ensures maximum shade in surnmcr and rnaxirnun~ sun in winter. 

1 l 
Concrete water troug I t  is important t h ~ t  rhe bornas be siti~ated where the animal can simply bc relealed if  i t  

does not adapt to captivity. 

Plan - training bomas 

' I" If rhinos are being rcceived for short-term accommodation prior to release, a system ofpcris 
; j 

?he wall must be sufficiently strong to contain a rhino at f u l l  charge. However, at the same 
' 1  . such as shown in Fi:. 2 s h ~ l d  be L I S ~ ~ .  The pli111 shown can accommodate five rhinos. with the 
I) 

t i ~ l l ~  it is imponant that the animals should be able to see each othcr and be able to see outside. 
I ! On? spare pen hein9 used to rotate animals for cleaning purposes. This lnay becornc necessar). Captive rhinos calm down Inore quickly under these conditions. 
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SECTION B4 - OTHER HERBIVORES: WHITE & BLACK RHINOCEROS ACCOMMODATION - ROGERS 

Cable bomas are not recommended under any circumstances because: 

The animal nlay climb the cables and escape from the bon~a; or Simple grttcs can be constn~ctecl using doublc vertical posts through which horizontal 
, 

In attempting to clirnb thi: cables the anirnal lnay get its head or shoulders stuck in wooden sum poles are insertcti (Fig. 3). Thcse gates are relatively cheap to constr-uct, but are 
between the cables and nlay sevcrcly i~ijurc or even kill itself. clifficult to oper:itc. A rhino often ~.t~shcs through thc' gate before id1 the poles have beer] 

Problems with cable bomas have been witnessed by the author on several occasions. For removed, and may br trippecl or injurecl by the remaining poles. The rhino may also collide 

these reasons bo~nas made from vertical poles embedded in the soil rue recommended. These with partially tvithclmwn poles: this may result injury to an unwary gate operator. Slidirig 

poles should all be tannalized and not creosote poles, as creosote causes skin irritation and has gates corlsisting of metal frarnes and vertical niztal poles are strorigly recommcndrd. These are 

been reported to cause gastric i~lcers (rhinos tend to lick the poles). easily operated fro111 a catwalk above the pens. 

Three metrl: poles of 130-150 mm diarrieter arc embedded 1 ni dccp into soil or concretc Water troughs 
every 1-1,5 111 (depending on the soil consistency). Two horizontal poles are affixed to the 
outside of the vertical ones (see Plate 18). The lower horizontal pole is close to the ground, and The water trough sllould be approximately 1 X 0.5 m. The sides should be elevatetl not more 

the upper one approximately 300 mrrl from the top of the vertical poles. Three or four 2 111 poles than 300 mm above the ground. The elevated sides are to prevent sand from getting into the 
of the same diameter are bolted to the horizontal poles in between the uprizht poles, with a gap drinking water. The trough need only be about 400 mm deep, and must have an outlet pipe to 

of approxitnatcly 150 mm between the poles. One can i~sc either 12 mm carria~e bolts ([hi. facilitate cleaning and draining. The corners of the trough should be roundcd to avoid injuries. 

hest) or, alternatively, 12 mm reinforcing rod with both ends bent over and knocked into the The inside surface should be s~nooth and rounded to facilitate easy cleaning iind to niinimizc 

wood. It is very important to ensure that there are no sharp ends projecting into thc boma. the buildup of algae arid bacteria. I t  is preferable to have the whole trough inside the bon~a. If 
the trough is half in and half out the boma, the rhino may get its horn stuck underneath the 

It is important that the vertical poles be bolted on the inside of the horizontal poles. If the horizontal bar while drinking and either drown, break off its horn, or escape. 'I'he author has 
animal hits or pushes against the vertical poles, the force is then transferred onto the horizontal witnessed an animal escaping in this fashion. 
polcs. If the vertical poles are on the outside, the force is trctnsfrrred onto the bolts. 

Feeding facilities 

2 m high uprights (1 50 mm diam.1 

I Shade and shelter 
12 mm reinforcing rod 

The front half of the front pens and all the crates should be totally under roof. The back pens 
should also have an area under roof where the animal can shelter from sun and min. The 
animals favour the corners fi~rthcst fro111 ally movcment or action, i.e., the corliers wherc the 
bonias meet. It is therefore advisable to put the roofs in these corners. 

It is difficult to shield the a~iimals totally frorn wind. Sections of the boma (e.g., corners) can 
he clohed totally with poles. Plastic should not bc used: i t  flaps in the wind arid stresses the 
ariirnals. Thc animals may not go near the plastic, or it may rip i t  to pieces: in either case, the 
purpose of the shelter is defeated. 

ble poles - tied together with 
8-guage wire to prevent rhinos from 

Off-loading ramp 
moving them sideways J Depending on the type of vehicle used to transport the animals the loading ramp rriay have 

to be dug into the ground. Raised rarrips niay also be used, but for off-loading of newly causht 
iinirnals that riiny be a bit groggy. clug-in ranips leading directly onto the surface of the bomas 
arc preferred. Animal!, should only bc off-Iorlded into the large back boma, not illto the smaller 
front bomas. 

Figure 3. Pole gate for rhino pens. 
r The black rhinoceros 

The acconlmodation facilities described above can be used for the black rhinoceros, with the 
i 
q 
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i i  
r! i follow in^ exceptions and modifications. Do not allot\ visitors until the rhino have settled dotvn. Thc human element should be 
1 : .  

!i; Black rhinos arc intruduccrd directly into the smaller front pens, so the larger back pens xe i restricted to borna personnel only. 
g j ;  

not required. Try. if possible. to capture and accornmodati. pairs of animal5 from the same herd: these h: ; . . . . .  . animals will be more l iklv to a d a ~ t  to ca~tivitv. 

The corncrs o i  thc pen should be 'rounded of f  by passing poles hori~ontally across the Boma management 
$1; corners. Thij i.) becausc the ani~nals tznd to run around the pen after off-loading. and rnay 

injure themselves in the corners. , When carchin: animals to place in bornas onz uould obviously like animals that zre zoiny 
! , 

I to adapt as so011 as possible. This can be important. bearing in rnir~d thc problems one has 
as black rhinos may injure 

in getting white rhinos to adapt to captivity. l'here are three groups o i  animals that usually 
L IIILIUUULCU IIILU the pen. j adapt f ~ i r i y  readily to captivity: 

<l \ ;  - ..- . ---. - ..-G r.-.. -- ...=.. ...--. .". VVI.~a-trained as well wild-caught black rhinos 
'l I - i.e.. the pen5 should not be rnlarsed for \vild-causht black rhinos. A cow tvith a calf at foot: 
!!l i ' 

Ariimals that are runninz together in the wild:and 
! i ' Sub-adult animals, rvcn if they are cauzht and put or1 their otvn. 

.\.lost problems are experienced with sinzle. adult animals: the older they are, the more 
difficult they find it to adapt. 

b'atcr is given ad lib (bearing in mind that an adult drinks 40-50 litres daily) and thz water 
, trough is rinsed out, cleaned, and refilled tuicc daily. The trough should bc disinfected twice 

1 i tvi*ckly with a chlorine compound ( e . ~ . ,  Bactcrex KT'. Until the animal is eatiny propert!. 
P.S, Rogers Z 

6 
vitamin R-complex syrup is added to the \vater as an apptrirc srirnular~t at 3 dilution rat? of#c0 

' 

mI per 50 litres of water. Thc vitamin B-complcx i j  altvays added to the \vater iri the cveninss. 

i 
' 

The white rhino ... + as i t  is inactivated by sunlight. 

Is big. strong. danserous. and unpredictable. It is very important to monitcr defiiecation from rhf first day. Rhinos usually defaecatc on - c*lapr;~,a Orazx, preferring shon. palatable grasses. the tirst and s~concl days, then stop for four to five days until thcy start eating again. If the 
animal only defaecates on the first two days. but not again, Epsom salts can be put in the ;vat?r - 

k l : = a l ~ ~ ~ 3  animal and therefore likes to see and be wiih other anirnals of h e  same irom day nine post-capture. Usually these arc [he animals that are refusing to ea:. and it is 
species. 

found that if and when they defaecarc they ivill start caring. Spccinl carc must be takcn when 
Adapts with ?reat difficulty to captivity, from a stress arld nutririonnl point of view. Ybunser administering Epsom salts (see below). - .  

xt te r  and quicker than adults. 
The animal should not be moved to the front pcns until i t  is eatins \\.ell. .A spare back pcn (for 

I enas ro auapr more slo\vly and less readily to captivity if alone - it is ujually with these 
c1e;lning purposes) is not normally nccessaq- hccau.,? thc ani~nal can be moved foruards into 

1 1  
animals that one runs into problems. 

ths stnaller front pens after 2-3 weeks. This is donc by operlin; the gate bctweerl the front and 
Is unpredict3hlt. from 3 nutritional point of view - some simply will  lot eat in c;lp[ivity for 

1 I ,  ! I  animal can then be fed in the front pen for a couplc of days before clusin_= i t  in the front pen. 
back pens and li.ttrng the animal walk in and out o i  thc front pen at will for n day or ttvo. Thi. 

no apparerit rearon. 

Will try ro escape until it rcsisns itself to captivity and settlcs dotvn. Xlmojt all escape This usually does not prescnt problems a.r thc anitnal is tveII used to captivity by this srase. 

il attenipts occur at night. Ni,ahts 3,4. :~nd 5 of captivity are most critical in this rcspcct. Once thc animal has settled down in thc front pen ( 3 4  days), the pen cleaning can be 

Precautions commenced on a daily basis. 

\ Because rhinos arc so bulky and hcavy they arc \ c ry  pronc to prcssurc sores. especially just 
ard tvho is in contact tviih th? person in control olthe bornas ;ibove the front feet on the fetlock joints irnd on [he hock joints. For this reason a layer of firit 

1 in caie o i  attempted cscapc by the r.hino(s). ri\-er sand (200 rnrn deep) is put into the frurit pcns. This sand al<o s e r ~ e s  to absorb urine. ;Ill 

i The rhino rnusr be put into a big pen initially to a110tv i t  tu settle down. thc' sar~d shoi~ld be rcmoved and replaced on a acckly basis. Thc animal is kcpt in the front pen 
"y 1113). contain cotton seed products. Co[ton for i1t least -3-4 necks kforc it is read. to bc transportcc1 to its final destination ( a  total U ~ ; I L  

c to monograstric animals such as the rhino ! lca2t six wccks of bonia training). 


