NATURAL HISTORY
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GROUP® OF AFRICAN ANIMALR*

WuerevER the cbservant traveller turns his steps, he
finds in every country animals peenliar 10 jteell’; and
many of these, occupying the most remote and insula-
ted spots, are the most inadequately supplied with the
means of locomotion. . ne mode of their original dis-

e i tistery of the Quadvupeds
o Aftica, we are indebtad 10 Nn, I of “ Haypeesd Family Library,?
entitled ¢ Discovery and Adventures in Afviea from the eaviiest periods
the present thne,” embeltished with several fine enerav and plans
of the rountes of the enter- 4 <ing travellers, Pavk, Denham, and Clapper-
ton. Itisancat and handsemely printed volume of 363 1Smo pages, und
embraces whatever is striking in the wlventures ot travelters who have
sought 10 explore Africa, from the earliest uges, and in various directions,
Its aimis to give a general view of the physical and social condition of
that sun-burnt continent at the present day—and in thie the compilers
bave cestainly succceded. It is altogether such a work as we 8 ould

* For this Laterestise artichs wechi




persion, whether from a single position, or from multi-
plied centres of creation, has therefore been a theme
which has not unfrequently exercised the ingenuity of
paturalists.  The subject, Lowever. scems to be one
which scarcely falls within the scepe of bumnan inteli-
gence ; although a most ample source of interesting
and legitimate speculation may be made to flow from
an accurate and extended record of fucts lnstrative of
their present distribution, the amount of eenera and
species, the relation which that amount bears to the
animal productions of other countries, and similar nu-
merical details.

Most nearly allied to the human race of all the spe-
cies of the brute creation, the black or African orang-
outang (Simia froglodytes of Linnzus) may be allowed
to assume the foremost place in our enumeration. It
is nalive to no other country than Africa, although we
are as yet unacquainted with the extent of territory
which it occupies in that coutinent.  Angola, the banks
of the river Congo, and ail the districts which border
the Gulf of Guinea, are the localities in which it hasas
yet most frequently occurred. Its history, like that of
its Asiatic congener, the red orang-outang ( Siméa saty-
7us, Linn.) is still involved in considerable obscurity.
Its habits, in the adult state, are extremely retired and
wary ; and the youngalone have fallen into the hands
of Europeans in modern times. Great exaggeration
prevails in the narratives of all the earlier travellers re-
garding the sagacity of this singular animal. Its ex-
ternal figure and general conformation no doubt greatly
resemble those of the human race, and hence its actions
have to us much of the semblance of human wisdom.
But a remarkable circumstance in the mental constitu-
tion of this tribe of animals disproves their fancied alli-
ance to mankind,—the young are gentle, obedient, and
extremely docile,—but as they increase in years their
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dispositions undergo a striking change, and their truly
brutal nature is evinced by an unusual degree of un-
tractable ferocity. In the wild state they are inferior
both to the dog and the clephant in sagacity, although
their analogous structure never fails to impress the be-
holder with a belief that they resemble man in mental
character as well as in corporeal form. Two species
of African orang-outang seemn to have been described
by the earlier writers. These were probably the young
and old of the same species seen apart at different
times, for later researches do not lead to the belief of
there being more than one.

“The greatest of these two monsters,” says Battell,
“is called pongo in their language; and the less is
called engeco. This pongo is exactly proportioned like
a man; but he is more like a giant in stature; for heis
very tall, and hath a man’s face, hollow-eyed, with
long hair upon his brows. His face and ears are with-
out hair, and his hands also. His body is full of hair
but not very thick, and it is of a dunnish color. He
differeth not from a man butin his legs, for they have
no calf. He goeth always upon his legs, and carrieth
his hands clasped on the nape of his neck when he
goeth upon the ground. They sleep in the trees, and
build shelters from the rain. They feed upon fruit
that they find in the woods, and upon nuts ; for they cat
no kind of flesh. They cannot speak, and appear to
have no more understanding than a beast. The peo-
ple of the country, when they travel in the woods,
make fires where they sleep in the night; and in the
morning, when they are gone, the pongos will come
and sit about the fire till it goeth out; for they have
no understanding to lay the wood together, or any
means to light it. They go many together, and often
kill the negroes that travel in the woods. Many times
they fall upon the elephants which come to feed where
they be, and so beat them with their clubbed fists, and
with pieces of wood, that they will run roaring away
from them. Those pongos are seldom or never taken
alive, because they are so strong that ten men cannot
hold one of them; but yet they take many of their
young ones with poisoned arrows.”



Purchas informs us, on the authority of a personal
conversation with Battell, that a pongo on one oceasion
carried off a young negro, who lived for an entire sea-
son'in the society of these animals; that, on his return,
the negro stated they had never injured him, but, on
the contrary, were greatly delighted with his com-
pany; and not only brought him abundance of nats
and wild fruits, but carefully and courageously de-
fended him fromn the attacks of serpents and beasts
of prey.

With the exception of such information as has been
drawn [rom the observance of one or two young indi-
viduals sent alive to Europe, our knowledgc of this spe-
cies has not increased. 'We have become aware of the
inaccuracy and exaggeration of previous statements,
but have not ourselves succeeded in filling up the pic-
ture. It is indeed singular, that when the history of
animals inhabiting New-Holland, or the most distant
islands of the Indian Ocean, are annually receiving, so
much new and correct illustration, the most remarka-
ble species of the brute creation, inhabiting a compara-
tively neighboring country, should have remained for
about 2000 years under the shade of an almost fabu-
lous name. and that the “ wild man of the woods,”
should express all we yet really know of the African
orang-outang in the adult state.

Africa produces many other species of the monkey
tribe. The promontory most familiar to the Mediter-
ranean voyager, called Apes’ Mountain, not far from
the opposing point of Gibraltar, is so called from the
oceurrence of these animals; and the rock of the last-
named fortress is itself the only strong-hold which they
possess in Europe. They do not, however, occur in
desert countries, commonly so called ; that is, the open
sandy plains of Africa are altogether unfitted for the
dwellings of these piamy people. Apes of all kinds
are a sylvan race. There structure being such as to
render them unfit for the exercise of rapid movements,
either on all fours or in an upright position, the inclined
and densely intermingled branches of trces are their



favorite places of resort. Their feet in climbing being
equally useful with their hands, great additional power
and activity are thus derived. Among the shady and
otherwise unpeopled arbors which skirt the banks of
the yet mysterious rivers of Africa, they dwell in single
pairs or in congregated troops, according to the in-
stincts of each peculiar kind ; and scated on the tops
of ancient trees, or swinging from pendant boughs,
they play their fantastic tricks, secure alike from the
wily serpent during the day, and the panther which
prowls by night.



