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that there is no remarkable hill there bearing the appellation he men-
tions ; nor does the derivation either carry the appearance of probability,
or any corroborating teftimony in its favor. He mentions likewile,
and in this he is fupported by the Dutch writers, that the people of the
neighbouring iftands, call it Indalas (Andeelees), which holds good of
the Javans, but it has no extenfive acceptance, and the natives themfelves,
83 before remarked, are ignorant of fuch a name, as well as of every
other. 'This is a peint which I teok pains to inveftigate, and which I can
pronounce upon with certainty ; and to this circumftance principally
the ambiguity refpefing its ancient title is owing: as navigators of
different nations bad no common and permanent ftandard to refer to, each
who vifited it beftowed an arbitrary appellation, which fubfequent tra-
vellers confounded and mifapplied.* What feems pretty evident is,
that the' name, however derived, was learned by the Partuguefe on the
coaft of Malabar, where they made their firft eftablithments, and ac.
quired a knowledge of the more eaftern countries ; very rude indeed at
the earlier period, as appears by the ltimerarium Portugalenfiym, pub-
lithed in the year that their firft expedition to Sumatra was fitted "out;

in which Cataia, or China, is defcribed as an ifland.+
. Sumatra

® Much inconvenience is experienced by navigators in modera times, from the arbitrary mode
of beftowing names on lands newly difcovered or explored. That name which the inhabitants,
or thofe of the neighbeuring countries, diftinguith a place by, fhould ever be ferupuloufly pre-
ferved j if fuch can beafcertained. This feems to have been firft attended to'by Mr. Dalrymple,.
and finée by Captain Cook.

4 For the gratification of the curious reader, I fhall fubjoin the following extradls, relative to
the ancient name of Sumatrs, from thofc authosities which I had occafion to copfult in the courfe
of my inveftigatian of that fubje&.

Voyage of Arabs to India and China, 1273. ¢ An cafiern ifland called Rewsi: governed by
wany kings : eight or nine hundred leagues in length : gold mines : camphire : many iflands

“near it; one of the largeft called El wias (qu : Neas) s ufe eocomut oil : have many elephants ;
fapan wood : eat human flefh.”"—Herbelot, Bibliothoque orientale, 1697. ¢ Sobarmab or So-
dermab, an ifland in the Chinefe 8ea, about which are many finall ones uninhabited. Sea very

. tempeftuous, Soundings generally forty fathoms, Scheriff Al Edseffi writes, in the tenth part
of bis Arft climate, that the beft camphire of the ealt is colleéted heve. This ifle is moft probably
Sumatra ; the Asebians alling all that fea and land which is to the eaftward of Cape Comorin,
tho fea and land of China. Some geographers remark that the greateft quantity of wocd aloes

- comes from the ifle of Semewdsr, which may be what we cail Sumatra. Rassd, a rich coupsry,
bearing the troc called Bucam by the Auho, aad by us Beil wood (quu), and where you find

the
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Sumatra is one of the largeft iflands in the world, but its breadth is
determined with fo little accuracy, that any attempr to calculate its
Co- fuperficies,

the animal whieh the Arabs and Perfians name Kerkedar, (rhinoceros) is an-ifland feven hupdred
leagues in length, and diftant about three days fail from Serendib, which we believe to bc
Zeilan., Dib or diwv, in the 'Indian language, fignifies an ifland. Edrefhi fays that the Chinefe
ufed to carry on a great traffic to Serindib™~-There is reafon to doubt their having ever paffed
Acheen—In the geographiz Nubien{is of that writer (as quoted by Herbelot), the ifland called
Alrami feems to anfiwer beft to Sumatra, except in ite proximity to Serendib, being ten days fail
inftead of three. Sadormab has the next claim; and lafly Samandar, which though the nearef in
name, {carcely agrees at all in fituation, being faid to lie #ear the Ganges—Jones, Defcription of
Afia, 1773. * Farther eaftward are the iflands of Samander; Rami or Lameri, which may, per-
haps, be Java, though, by the accounts of it, one would take it for the fame with Samander, and
then Abinoman willbe Yava, and Mebrage or Sobormab, Borneo’*~—Marco Paulo, 1269. ¢ Beyond
Petan, fteering towards the fouth, at the diftance of thirty three leagues, is Java Minor’’—the
defcriptien of which anfivers to Sumatra.—Odoricus, as mentioned in Hackluit t. 2. p. 45
¢ In the year 1331, Odoricus, a friar, wasin Java : the firfR European that pierced into Indinand
returned”. (Marco Paulo an exception)—Mandeville, 1400. ¢ Befide the ylle of Lemery is
another that is clept Sumwdor ; and faft befide, a great yfle clept Java”—Nicoli de Conti, 1449.
(Ramufio) gives a good account of Sumatra under the name of Taprobase, and particularly men-
tions fome extraordinary cuftoms, now well afcertained, of the Batsa people.—Itinerariuin Portu-
galenfium in Indiam, printed 1508, but written, apparently, fome years foomer. ¢ Lacham
mittit oppidum diCtum Samoterra, ulira Calechut leucis cccee”.  “¢ Preterea in hoc mari Indico
complures infulx vifuntur, et inter alias duz funt qua cateras omni rerum celebritate preftant,—
- Altera Sayla dicitur, quz abet ab di&to capite Comas M prope cc—Pofl hanc, ad oricatem, altera
vifitur qua dicitur Samotrs, nos Taprobanum appellamus, quie abeft ab urbe Calechut itinere
.trium menfium. Ultra eam eft Cataium feraciffima, ut diCtum eft infula’’~Ludovico Barthema,
or Vartomanus. He travelled in 1503 and 4, and an edition of his work was publithed at Venige
in 1517, ¢ He pafled over from Melackato Sxmatra, which appears to beTabrobana, and arrivedat
- Pider, reckoned the beft port in the ifland.”*—Here the name is fpelt inthe modern maaner, contrary
to the mode adopted by the Portuguefe—Old map and defcription of Sumatra or Taprobana, by
aFrench Captain; without date; but appears to have been wrkten not many years after the it
Portuguefe voyages. Prefervedin Ramufio, vol. 3—In a letter from Emanuel king of Portugal
to Pope Leo the tenth, dated 1513 (preferved in the Novus Orbis Hiftoricus) he mentions the dife
covery of Zamatra by bis {ubjefts—Epiftola di Maflimiliano Tranfylvano, 1519. ¢ Hanno na-
vigatoalltifola detta di gliantichi Taprobana, la qual adeflo fi chiama (Zamara) Sumatra; perche
dove Tolomeo et Plivio et altri cofmographi han miffo Ia Taprobana, nou & ifola alcuna, chi fi poffa
credere effer quello”~—Sebatianus Munfterus: Printed 1537. ¢ Circa littora Taphrophane, quam
hodie Sumatram vocant.’’~~Cofmographie¢ Univ. de A Thewet, 1541. ¢ Nearthe point of Malacca
is Taprobane or Sumathre, which the basbarians formerly called Saligne: -(wiftake for Ceylon) :
the Arabs named it Axzebain, and the Africans, dcbamba. Famous for cinnamon. Kings of
Pazar (Pafay), Dargxi (perhaps Andergery), Pedir, Ham and Birang, tributary to the grand Cam.
Many fpices here, but the pepper comes from Calecut and Zejlan, Govemned by many penty
kings. In 1543 it was plundcred and ravaged by fome adventurers from Cepbala. Duefs of the

people
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Diflinttion éf'lnbaﬁitant:.—Rrjangr chofen for General Defeription:.,
' —Perfons and Complexion.—Clothing and Ornaments.

HAVI-NG- exhibited a general view of the ifland, as itis.in the hands.
of nature, I fhall now proceed to a defcription of the people who inhabit.
and cultivate it, and fhall endeavor to diftinguith the feveral fpecies ot
claffes of them, in fuch. a manner as may beft tend to perfpicuity, andto
furnifh clear ideas of the mattes

The moft obvious divifion, and which has been ufually made by the:
writers of voyages, isthat of Mabometan inhabitants of the fea coaft, and
Pagans of the inland country. This divifion, though not without its.
degree of propricty, is vague and imperfect; not only begaufe each
defcription of people differ confiderably among themfelves, but that the
inland inhabitants are, in fomeé places, Mahometans, and thofe of the
coafl, in others, what they term Pagans. It is not ‘unufual with perfons
who have not refided in this part of the eaft, to call the inhabitants of the
iftands indifcriminately by the name of Malays. This is a more confi-
derable error, and productive of greater confufion than the former. By
attempting to- reduce things to heads too general, we defeat the very end
we propofe to- ourfclves in defining them. at all : we create abfeurity
where we wifh to throw light. On the other hand, to attempt enume-
gating and diffinguithing the var:iety,' almoft endlefs, of petty fovercignties.
and nations, into which this ifland is divided, many of which differ nothing;
in perfon or manners from their neighbours, wauld be a takk. both.
infurmountable and ufelefs. I fhall aim at fleering a middle courfe, and.
accordingly fhall treat of the inhabitantsof Sumatra under the following
fommary-diftin&ions, taking occafior as it may offer to- mention the
principal fubdivifions, And firft, it is proper to diftinguith the empire

of
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< of Menangcabow and the Malays ; in the next place the Achonefe; then the

Battas ; the Rejangs ; and next to them the Lampoons.*

Menangcabow being the principal fovereignty of the ifland, which for-
‘merly cox’npfehended the whole, and ftill receives a fhadow of homage
from the moft powerful of the other kingdoms, which have fprung up
from its ruins, would feem to claim a right to precedence in defcription,
but I have a fufficient reafon for deferring it to a fubfequent part of my
“work ; which is, that the people of this empire, by their converfion to

4 Atlempts to afcertain from whenee the ifland of Sumatra was originally peopled muft reft
upon mere conjeCture. The adjacent peninfula prefents the moft obvious fource of population,
and it is accordingly faid that Malayan emigrants (upplied the Arcbipelage with inhabitants : but
no argumeat, except that of vicinity, can be produced in fuppoit of this, notunplaufible, opinion.
The Malays, now fo called, are in comparifon of the internal Sumatrans, but as a people of yefe
terday; and though they have fpread their language and manners far and wide, fince the foun.
dation of Malacca in the thirteenth century, they are confidered as intruders only, among the
aboriginal people of the caftern iflands. I have cllewhere remarked, that one general languaze
prevailed (however mutilated and changed in the courfe of time) throughout all this portion of
the world, from Madagafcar to the moft diftant difcoveries eaftward, of which the Malay is a

; diale, much corrupted,‘or fefined, by a mixture of other tongues. This very extenfive finularity
* of language indicates a common otigitt of the inhabitants, but the circumftances and progrefs - of
their feparation are wiapped in the darkeft veil of obfeurity,

In the courfe of my inquiries 'amongft the natives, concerning the aborigines of the ifland, I
have been informed of two different fpecies of people difperfed in the woods, and avoiding all
coropunication with the other inhabitajts, Thefe they call Orang Cooboo, and Orang Googoo,
The former are faid to be pretty numerous, cfpecially in that part of the country which lies
between Palembang and Yambee, Some have attimes been caught and kept as flaves in Zaboox,
and a man of that place it now married to a tolerably handfome Casboo girl, who was carried off

- by a party that difcovered their huts. They have a language quite peculiar to themfelves, and
they eat promifcuoufly whatever the woods afford, as deer, clephant, rhinoceros, wild hog, fnakes
ormonkics. The Googoo are much fearcer than thefe, differing in little but the ufe of fpecch,
from the Orang Outan of Borneo ; their bodies being covered with Jong hair. There have not
been above two or three inflances of their being ntet with by the peopleof Laboon (from whom
my informatfon is derived), and one of thefe was entrapped many years ago, in much the fame
manner as the carpenter in Pilpay's Fables caught the monkey. He had children by a Laboon
woman, which alfo were more hairy than the common race; but the third generation are not to
be diftinguithed from others. The reader will beffow what meafure of faith he thinks due, on

_ this rclation, the veracity of which I do not pretend to vouch for. It has probably fome foun-
dation in truth, but is exaggerated in the circumftances.

F2 Mahometanifm,
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Animals—Beafts— Birds—Reptiles—Infeéts.

TH’E animal kingdom tfhould claim attention, but the quadrupeds Au;ma.
of the ifland being the fame as are found elfewhere throughout the eaft,

already well defcribed, and not prefenting any new {pecies that I am
acquainted with, I fhall do little more than fimply furnith a lift of thofe

which have occurred to my notice; adding a few obfervations, either

here, orin the future courfe of the work, on fuch as may appear to re-

quire it. The carbow, or Malay buffalo, being an animal particularly
belonging to thefe parts, and more ferviceable to the country people

shan any other, I fhall enter into fome detail of its qualities and ufes,

_ Horfe: coodo. The breed is fmall, well made, and hardy, Cow : Befs.
fappee. Small breed. Buffalo : carbow. A particular defcription will
~ follow. Sheep: beerec-beeree. Small breed, introduced probably from
Bengal *. Goat : cambing. Befide the domeftic fpecies, which is in general
fmall, and of a light brown color, there is the cambing ootan, or goat of
the woods. One which I faw was three feet in height, and four feet in
the length of the body. It had fomething of the gazelle in its appear-
pearance, and, excepting the horns, which were about fix inches long, and
turned back with an arch, it did not much refemble the common goat.
The hinder parts were fhaped like thofe of a bear, the rump floping round
off from the back. The tail was very fmall, and ended in a point. The
legs clumfy. The hair, along the ridge of the hack, rifing coarfe and
firong, almoft like briftles. No beard. Over the thoulder was a large
fpreading tuft of greyifh hair : The reft of the hair black throughout.
The fcrotum globular, Its difpofition feemed wild and fierce, and it is
faid by the natives to be remarkably fwift. Hog: babce. That breed
which we call Chinefe. Dog: aengin; cooyos. Curs with eret ears.
Cat : cockin. All their tails imperfet and knobbed at the end, as if cut
or broken off. Rat: feccoofe. Elephant: gaja. Spoken of in an
other part. Rhinoceros : buddab. Hippopotamus : coedo-ayer.  Tiger :
reemow 3 macbang. Spoken of in another part.  Bear: droororg. Small

and
# A fheep is called basrse in the Hindoftanic language.
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and black; devours the hearts of the coconut trees. Otter : angin-ayer.
Sloth. Stinkard : releggo. Porcupine : lasda. Armadillo : tangeeling.
It perfectly refembles the animal of America. Very rare, and made
great account of by the natives ; the fcales being fuppofed ‘medicinal.
Deer : roofo; keejang. There is variety of the deer {pecies ; of which
fome are very large. Wild hog : ‘badoe ovtan. Hog deer : basec roofo,
Small and delicate animal; one of thofe which produce the bezostrs
Monkey: moonia ; brov; feermang. -Prodigious variety of this genus.
Pole cat: moofang. Tiger cat: cochin remow. Civet cat: The na-
tives take the civet from thevagina of thefe, zs they require it for ufe,
Squirrel : togpje. Small, dark fpecies. Bat: boowoug seecvefs. Many
of confiderable fize, which pafs in large flocks from one country to an.
other ; hanging at times, by hundreds, an trees. Some perfetly re-
femble foxes, in fhape and color ; but thefe cannot fly far. -

The baffalo (carbow), which conflitutes a principal part of the food
of the Sumatrans, isthe only animal employed:in their demeftic labors.
The inland people, where the country is telerably clear, awail them-
felves of their ftrength to draw timber felled in the woods : the. Matays,
and other people on the coaft train them to the draft, and fometimes to
the plough. Though apparently of a dull, obftinate, capricious nature,

* the carbow acquires by habit a furprizing docility, and its taught to life

the fhafts of the cart with its horns, and place the yoke, which is fixed
to thofe, acrofs its neck ; needing no farther harnefs than a breaft-band,
and a ftring which is made to pafs through the cartilage of the noftrils.
They are alfv, for the fervice of the Europeans, trained to carry bar-
thens fufpended from each fide of a pack faddle, in roads or paths where
the ufe of carriages is impradicable. Itis extremely flow, but fteady
in its work. ‘The labor it performs falls thort of what might be expee-
ted from its fize, and apparent ftrength, the leaft extraordinary fatigue,
particularly during the heat of the day, being fufficient to put a period
to its life, which is at all times precarious. The owners frequently ex-
perience the lofs of large herds, in a fhort fpace of time, by an epidemic
diftemper, called Jocadoomg, that feizes them fuddenly, fwells their bo-
dies, and gives way to no remedy yet difcovered. The moft part of the

. milk
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milk and butter required by the Europeans (the patives ufing neither)
is fupplied by them ; and the milk is richer than what is there produced
by the cow 3 but not in the fame quantity:

Though we have given to the carbow the name of buffalo, it is an
gnimal very different from that known in the fouthern parts of Europe,
by the fame appellation, from the hide of which the buff leather is fup-
pofed to be manufactured. This from the defcription given in fome
of our books of natural hiftory, refembles what we call in India, the
Madagafcar bull; efpecially in the flethy protaberance rifing from the
neck, and extending over the fhoulder ®. The carbow is a beaft of greater
and more equal bulk, in the extent of the barrel. The legs are fhorter
than thofe of the ox; the hoofs larger; the horns, which ufually turn
backward, but fometimes point forward, are always in the plane of the
forchead, differing in that refpet from thofe of all other cattle. Ex-
‘cepting near to the extremities, the horns are rather fquare than round ;
contain much folid fubftance, and are valuable in manufalure. The
tail hangs down to the middle joint of the leg only, is fmall, and termi-
nates in a bunch of hair, which isvery rare in all parts of the body ;
fcarcely ferving to cover the hide. The neck is thick and finewy, nearly
round, but fomewhat flatted at top; and has lxttle or no dewlap depen-
dent from it.  The organ of generation in the male has an appearance,
as if the extremity were cut off. It is not a falacious animal. The fe-
male goes nine months with calf, which it'fuckles during fix, from four
teats. When crofling a river, -it exhibits the ﬁngular fight, of carrying
the young one on its back. It hasa weak cry, ina ﬂxarp tone, Very un-
like the lowing of oxen.

. The luxury of the carbow confifts in rolling itfelf in a muddy pool,
awhich it forms in any fpot, for its convenience, durmg the rainy wea-
ther. This it enjoys in a hxgh degrec, dexteroufly throwmg with its
A horn,

# Since I wrofe the above I have beea informed, that the Italian buffalo does aot mpch differ in
sppearance from the carbew, and has no protuberance from the neck. The beft engraved repre-
feotation I have fean of the Malay buffalo, is in a work entitled Jonfonws de Quadrupedibus, Plate

XX.Fig. 1. The homs) howsves, sre shere 200 Gmall, the sail 100 Jopg, sud the piedds eads @ &
oint,
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horn, the water and flime, when not of a fufficient depth to cover it, over
its back and fides. Their blood perhaps is of a hot temperature, owing to
which, this indulgence, quite neceffary to their health, may be rendered
fo defirable to them; and the mud encrufting on their body, preferves
them from the attack of infe@s, which otherwife prove very trou-
blcfome. The natives light fires for them at night, in order that the
fmoke may have the fame effe, and they have, of their own accord, the

fagacity to lay themfelves down to leeward, that they may enjoy the full
benefit of it. ' o

They are diftinguithed into two forts ; ‘the white and black. Both
are equally employed in work, but the former is feldom: killed for food.
Some of the people fay, that this exemption is owing to its being ef-
teemed facred, but I was affured by a learned padré, that it was neither
forbidden by the Koraan, or any religious injunion, and that the Ma-
lays eat it, at times, without fcruple ; efteeming it however, very inferior
to the black buffalo. The Rejangs alfo have no general exception to
it. Some of them eat it; and fome refufe, on the fame account that in-
duced the Rechabites to drink no wine, and to live in tents ; 3 vow of
their forefathers: whilft others are deterred by the accounts of the ill effeéts
that have attended it; the body being obferved to break out afterwards
in blotches, Poffibly the whitenefs of the buffalo, may be owing to
_'foxﬁc fpecies of diforder, as is the cafe with thofe people called white
_negros. :

It is faid not to be properly a wild animal of the country, though abound-
ing in every part; which the name of carbow gellan (ftray buffalos) given
to thofe found in the woods, feems to confirmi. Moft probably they
were at firft wild, but were afterwards, from their ufe in labor and food,
all catched, and domefticated by degrees, or killed in the attempts to
take them. When they now collect in the woods, they are faid to be
firay cattle ; asthe people of a conquered province, attempting to ree
cover their natural liberties, are ftyled rebels. They are gregarious, and
commonly found in numbers together, being then lefs dangerous to
paffengers, than when met with fingly., Like the turkey, they have an
antipathy to a red color. When wild, they run extremely fwift, keeping

pace
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pace with the fpeed of a common horfe. Upon an attack, or alarm,:’

they fly for a thort diftance, and then fuddenly face about, and draw
up in battle array with furprizing quicknefs and regularity ; their horns
being laid back, and their muzzles projeCting. Upon the nearer ap-
proach of the danger that prefles on them, they make a fecond flight,
and a fecond time halt, and form : and this excellent mode of retreat,
which but few nations of the human race have attained to fuch a degree
of difcipline as to adopt, they continue till they gain a neighbouring.
wood. Their principal foe, next to man, is the tiger; but only the
weaker fort, and the females, fall a certain prey to this ravager : the
fturdy male buffalo can fupport the firft vigorous firoke from the tiger’s
paw, on which the fate of the battle ufually turns.

Of Birds there is-a much-greator variety than of beafts, Toenumerate

the different fpecies is quite beyorid my power. The moft obvious are:

as follows: but I do not offer this lift, as containing a tenth part of
what. might bie found on the ifland, by a perfon who thould confine his
refearches to this-fubject.

The-coo-ow, or famous Sumatran or-Argos pheafant, of which no com-
plete fpecimen- has been hitherto feen in Europe, is a bird of uncom-
mon beauty ;  the plumage being perhaps the moft rich, without any de-

gree of gaudinefs,. of all the feathered race. It is found extremely dif--

ficult to be kept alive for any confiderable time after catching it in the
" woods. I have never known it cffe@ed for above a month, It has an
antipathy to the light.  When kept in a darkened place, it-appears at
its cafe, and fometimes makes ufe of the note or call from which it takes
its name, and which is rather plaintive, than harth like the peacock’s. In
the open day it is quite moped and inanimate. The head is not equal in
beauty to the reft of the bird. ‘The fleth, of which 1 have eaten, perfectly

refembles that of commeon pheafants,.but it is of much larger fize. Thefe.

alfo abound in the_ woods.

6 There

Bidlc
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. There is a great variety of the ftork kind; fome of prodigious fize,
and otherwife curious ; as the booromg cambing, and boorong eolar. Of
doves there are two fpecies, which have many varieties; the one
brown, called ballum, and the other green, called pooni. The poopi-jamboo
is a very beautiful bird. It is fmaller than the ufual fize of doves: the
back, wings, and tail are green: the breaft and crop are white, but the
front of the latter has a light fhade of pink: the forepart of the head
is of a deep pink, refembling the blofflom of the jamboo fruit, from
whence its name : the white of the breaft is continued in a narrow ftreak,
having the green on one fide and pink on the other, half round the eye,
which is large, full, and yellow ; of which color is alfo the beak. They
will live upon boiled rice, and paddee, but their favorite food, when
wild, is the berry of the rum-~pooni ; doubtlefs therefore fo called.

Of the parrot kind are many fpecies; as the kaykay, cocatoa; parro.
. quet, and kery. There are alfo, the kite; crow (gagha) ; plover (che-
rooling) ; fnipe; quail (cooyoo) ; wildduck; teal (belechee) ; water-hen;
lark ; fea-lark; curlew ; domeftic hen (4yam), fome with black bones,
and fome of the fort we call Friezland or negro fowls; hen of the woods
(ayam baroogo) ; the jago breed of fowls, which abound in the fouthern
end of Sumatra, and weftern of Java, are remarkably large : 1 have
feen a cock peck off of a common dining table: w'.hen fatigued, they
fit down on the firft joint of the leg, and are then taller than the com-
mon fowls. It is firange if the fame country, Bantam, produces like-
wife the diminutive breed that goes by that name. - Paddee birds (éeo-
romg peepee), fomething like our fparrows, are in great plenty, and de-
froy the grain. The dial (mocri) has a pretty, but fhort note; there
being no bird on the ifland which fings. The minor (#ecomg) bas the
faculty of imitating -human fpeech in greater perfection than any other
of the feathered tribe:-there are both black, and yellow of them.
Qwls, particularly the great horned one ; ftarling; kingfither; {wallow
(Yang) ;- engang, or rhinoceros bird :- this is chiefly remarkable for what
#s called the horn, which reaches half way down the bill, and then turns
up : the length of the bill of one J.’ meafured, was ten inches and an

half ;
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half ; the breadth, including the horn, fix and an half ; length, from
beak to tail, four feet; wings, four feet, fix inches ; height one
foot ; length of neck, one foot: the beak is whitith; the horn,
yellow and red, the body black; tail white and ringed with black ;
rump, and feathers on the legs, down to the heel, white : claws, three
before and one behind : the iris red. In a hen chick there was no
appearance of a horn, and the iris was whitith. They eat either boiled
rice, or tender fleth meat. 7

Of Reptiles there is fome variety. The lizard fpecies are in abun-
dance ; from the cokay, which is-ten or twelve inches long, and makes a
very fingular noife, to the fmalleft houfe lizard, of whichl have feen
fome fcarce balf an inch in length. They are produced from eggs,
about the fize of a.wren’s. A remarkable circumftance refpe@ing them,
which I do not find mentioned in the accounts of any writer, is, that
on a flight ftroke, and fometimes through fear alone, they lofe their
tails ; which foon begin to grow again. The tail may be {eparated, with
the fmalleft force, and without lofs of blood, or evident pain to the
animal, at any of the vertebrae. The grafs lizard is a fpecies between
thofe two. ‘There is, I believe, no clafs of living creatures, in which the
gradations may be traged with fuch minutenefs and regularity, as in this.

Rep:iles.

From the {mall houfe lizard abovementioned, to the largeft aligator or

crocodile, a chain may be obferved containing almoft innumerable links,
of which the remoteft will have a ﬁnkmg refemblance to each other, and
feem, at firft view, to differ only in bulk. The houfe lizard . is the
largeﬁ. animal that can walk in an inverted fituation : one of thefe, of
fize fufficient to fwallow a cockroach, runs on the ceilingof 2 roam, and
in that pofture feizes its prey with the utmoft facility, This they are
enabled to do, from the rugofe make of their feet, with which they ad-
here firongly to the fmootheft furface ; fometimes howev er, on fpring.,
ing too cagerly at a fly, they lofe their hold, and fall t;o the ground, .
They are always cold to the touch, and yet the tranfpa,rcncy of the-bo~.
dies of fome of them, ihcws us that their fluids have as brifk 3 circula-
tion as in other animals : in none that I have feen, ls the pcnﬁalnc mo-
Oa tion
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tion fo obvious as in thefe. ‘The female carries two eggs at a time, one
in the lower, and one in the upper part of the abdomen, on oppofite
fides. They are called by the Malays ¢ cheechab,” from the nqxfe they
make. .

- The cameleon, and the fiying lizard are alfo found on Sumatra. The
former, including the tail, are about a foot'and a half long ; green,
with brown fpots, as I have them preferved. When feen alive in the
woods, they are generally green ; but not from the refletion of the
trees, as fome have fuppofed; and when caught, they ufually turn
brown ; feemingly the effet of fear, as menbecome pate. Like others
of the genus, they feéd on flies, which the large fize of their mouths
is well adapted for catehing. They have five long: toes, armed with
tharp claws, on the fore and hind feet. Along the fpine, from the head
to the middle of the back, little membranes ftand up, like the tecth of
a faw. The flying lizards are about eight inches long. The membrane
which conftitutes the wings, and which does not extend from, and con-

_ne& with, the fore and hind leg, as in the bat {pecies, is about two or
three inches in length. They have flapped ears, and a kind of bag, or al-
pborges, under the jaws, In other refpe@s they much refemble the
cameleon in appearance. They do not take diftant flights, but merely
from tree to tree, or from one bough to another.’ The country people
take them in fpringes faftened to the ftems.

With frogs and toads the fwamps every where abound, Thefe fall a
prey to the fnakes, which are found here of all fizes; though the largeft
I ever happened to fee, was no more than twelve feet long. - This was
killed in a hen-houfe, where it was devouring the poultry. It is very
furprizing, dbut no lefs true, that they will fwallow animals of three or
or four times their own apparent bulk or circumference ; having in their
Jaws or throat, a compreflive force, that reduces. the prey to a conve-
nient dimenfion. I have feen a {mall fnake, with the hind legs of a frog
ﬁ’xckmg out of its mouth, each’ of them nearly equal to the fmaller

parts of its own body, which in the thxckeﬁ did not excccda man’s.
" little

,
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rics in India, differs from the former in relating the circumftances of the
foundation of Malacea, whofe firft prince he calls Raja Sabu, and fays
that in the reign of his fecond fon Cafemos, an Arabian prieft arrived, and
firft preached the do&rine of the Caliphs, converting this king thereto,
and giving him the name of Xa Mabamed, in the year 1384, Corneille
Je Brun was informed by the king of Bantam, in 1706, that the people
of Fava were made converts to that fe&t, about three hundred years
before. From thefe feveral fources of information, which are per-
fe&tly diftin@ from each other, we may juftly draw this conclufion, that
Mahometanifm, which f{prang up in Arabia in the feventh century,
had made no progrefs on Swmatra before the year 1400, and that the
period of its introdu&ion, confidering the vicinity to Malacca, could
not bemuch later. Marco Paulo, the Venetian traveller, who, notwith-
ftanding all the inaccuracies of his work, was doubtlefs in moft of the
~ countries which he defcribes, and certainly vifited Sumatra or Fava, or
both, fays, that thofe of the people who lived near the fea thore, when
he was on Java minor, about 1268, were addi®ed to the Mahometan
law, which they had learned from the Saracen merchants. ‘This throws
the period of converfion back, upwards of an hundred years; but I
am fcrupulous of infifting on his authority.® Frascis Xavier, the ce-

lebrated

® T'o trace the courfe of Marco Paulos travels, is wandering i a very obfcure path, but not alto-
gether deftitute of glimmering light. The following abftral will enable the reader to form a judg-
ment of his much difputed authenticity. *¢ From Pefax you go to the kingdom of Meletur,where are
many fpices, and a peculiarlanguage. Steering to the fouthward of Petas, thirty-three leagues, you
arrive atthe ifland of Yaue minor, (evidently Sumatra) in circuit about fix hundred and fifty leagues,
Tt is divided into eight kingdoms, and has a proper tongue. It firetches fo far to the fouthward,
that the north pole is invifible. I, Marco Paulo, was there, and vifited fix of the eight king-
doms ; namely, Forlech, Bafman, Samara, Dragoiam, Lambri, and Fanfur. Thofe of the peo-
Ple of Forlech who inbabit the mountains, are without law, and live brutally, eating the fleth of
all forts of beafls indifcriminately, and even human fleth : thofe who live near the borders of the
fea, are Mahometans, converted by Saracen merchants. In Bafmas (qu. Pafammax?) they
have a peculiar language. Here we find elephants and unicorns (rhinoceros) with hides like
buffalos, fect like elephants, heads like wild boars, and afingle horn on the foout; many mon-
kies alfo, refembling the human figure, the fkins of which are ftuffed by the natives, deprived of
the hair, and fold to firangers for a diminutive race of men. I was five months in Samara, wait-
iog for the fcafon. The iohabitants are favape, cruel, and addified to eating human flefh.
They
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lebrated Jefuit Miflionary, mentions, that when he was at Amboinz, fo late
as 1546, the people were then beginning to learn to write from the Ara-
bians: but that ifland lies very far to the eaftward, and being of lefs
confiderable account in that age, than fubfequent tranfa&ions have ren-
dered it, the zeal and avarice of thofe religious adventurers did not happen
to be earlier attracted thither.

The inhabitants of Menangcabow did not only change their religion,
or rather adopt one where there was none before, but an entire al-
teration was likewife wrought in their language, 'laws, cuftoms, and
manners. This has indifputably been effeted, by the fettling among
them of Malays from the peninfula, with whom the former correfpond,
at this day, in every point of refemblance; infomuch that threughout
the ifland, a Memangcabow man, and a Malay, are nearly {ynonymous
terms ; including in the limits of that kingdom, the fea coaft of Atay-
angin,* whence they more immediately emigrate to the fouthern parts.

They have na wheat, but ufe rice for bread. They are apparently without vines, and extralt their
‘liquor from a certain tree, in which they make an incifion ; the juice as it ditils, being received
ina veflel. India nuts are likewife found here. In the kingdom of Drageia (po(ﬁbly thae
cilled An-drageri, and which in latcr simes Bas been corrupted to Praguin), the people are favage
idolaters, and fpeak a language of their own. When any of them are fick or infirm, and their ma-
gicians tell them they cannot recover, it is the praétice for their friends to kill them by fuffocation,
and then to eat their bodies, (which they juftify by a curious argument)., They alfo kill, and
eat fuch ftrangers caught amongft them, as cannot pay a ranfom. In Lambri (a name mentioned
by Barros, and other Partuguefe hiftorians) grows much fpica, and certain plants by, them called
Byrco, which, after tranfplanting, they let grow for three years, and then pluck them up bythe
roots. ‘The inhabitants of the mountainous parts have tails 2 palm long. Unicorns, and other
wild beafts abound here. In Fanfur (perhaps Campar) grows moft rare and exquifite camphire,
efteemcd equal in value to gold. The inhabitants eat rice, and draw their liquor from trees. Here
are feen trees with a foft back, under which is fouad a white, mealy fubfance that is prepared
into excellent food, 1 have eaten of it mapy times with much fatisfaltion. (fago). Fifty leagues
from Yawa misor, lie the iflands of Necuran and4ngania, and from the latter to the great ifland
of Seylam, (Ceylon) is thyee hundred and forty leagues. Italian Edit. of 1601, and French of 1556,

* Atay-angin fignifies windward ; but the part of Sumatra fo called, extending from Natal to
Priaman, does not, I fhould apprehend, take its name from its fituation, but from the people,
who probably fettled there in confiderable numbers from thofe eaftern countries which lie to wind-
ward (with regard to the North eat monfoon) of the peninfula of Malayo, and which are thence.
-termed Afay-angix, as thofe en the woftern fide of the peninfula, are termed Dedona-angin.

' In falk






