Zimbabwe:

tale of five
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As Zimbabwe s ecconomy has collapsed. rhino poaching is flaring wpy and rhino popualation
gains are being croded. Because this menace is not beine adequately dealt with throuet,

resular lase enforcement. a real crisis o erists. Over 100 rhinos have been killed
by poachers in the Loseceld since 200000 of these in 2008 alone. One of the unwelcome

side-cffects of the increase m poaching has been the rise i the number of orphaned.

and sometimes injured. rhino calves that must be treated andd refiabilivated.

0Of Zimbabwe's current rhino population, the Lowveld conservancies
in south-eastern Zimbabwe conserve 390 black rhinos (80% of the
country’'s fotal) and 140 white rhinos (50% of Zimbabwe's toial).

Biack rhinos have been ‘flagship species for the formation of
large conservancies in tne Lov.veld region of Zimpabwe, and for
the conversion of these areas from cattie rancning into wildiife
produ:tion. Rhino conservation efforts in the Lowveld. coordinated
by the Lowveld Rhino Trust, link the Parks anc Wildiife Management
Autnority (a5 the overall management authority for rhiros: with private
s=ctor wildlife operations and NGOs operating ir the Lowveld. The
active management includes drug-cartings (115 unger:aken guring
2008 for various securiiy-related and management-re3:1eG reasons
SUC‘\ s transwcauom_ remo.a. o0° snares, de-nornings, and ear-

nolCT““QS to facilitate monitoring: for instance.
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Calves are particularly vuinerablz 1o being csught in snares set for
bushmea:. while their mothers are targeted for their horns. Ensuring
the weliare of injured or orphaned calves iz vital, as is their survival
in terms of increased gionai rhino numbers. The rnino managemant
oparations by Lowveld Rnino Trus: include tne {acilitation of drugs, vets,
helicopters z= well as food for the amimals tha: need intensive care.

Calves that ars still reliant on milk are bot:ie-ied skimmed mil: with
special supplements. & process tha: often 1akes long hours of patien:
training. Any injuries are treated. The calves are socialised with
others, and are rept In secure bomas overnight and le! out into fenczecd
padaocks during the dayv. Tne intention is not to create a permanen’
sanctuary of captive rminos; rathe: 1o rehanilitate and foster where
necessary 0rphan rhino caives so that, once weaned and for recovereg
from injuries. they can be released back into the wild populations.

There are currently five caives being -aised under the Lowveld Rhino Trust

Lisa-Marie born February 2007
Carla born March 2007
Blondie (male), corn April 2008
Millie born June 2008
Sassy born August 2008
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| Poaching threatens

Rhino’s survival
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Miltie possibly sufferad slight poisoning - ventb: k- ne e 4 3

and was very slow to take to the bottle, fown ride a3t

Fortunately she was a very gentle calf so
it-was possibie to sit in the pen with her
{sometimes for-hours) trying to get her

4 : : For the latest updates
_todrink. E'ventuany she began taking the ) ‘ S .
boitle willingly. £ 2 s an the rhino orphans
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Right “ow that 732 ‘nree are settled in their

It costs around.US $1,000/£700
per month to look after an
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y veterinary {reatments, food

and protection for one day.
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If you wouid like to support
the Lowveld Rhino Trust and
the orphan rhinos, there are
numerous ways to make a
contribution:

Online
Visit our appeal page at

little rhino you will ever meet

Sy ey : www.justgiving.com/
m’"‘@‘, Right This 1s Sa.s,: a perfec .
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vath an unquarded smin for a - - : to make a-donation and
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’“”“"”;, ' don't forget to leave a message
Y of support

Telephone 020 7357 7474
In normal office hours to make:
a donation via debit/credit card

Post a cheque
Made pavable to
‘Save the Rhino'.
Please write 'Crisis Zimbabwe'
4 . on-the back, and post to
ol T 57 { Save the Rhino,
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