
B U C K  R H I N O  PROJECT (ZC 21 /5 /9 ) :  SUMMARY OF RESULTS FROM 
2nd SURVEY, UllFOLOZI GANE RESERVE 

The f i e l d  c o n d i t i o n s  were n o t  a s  h a r s h  a s  t h o s e  exper ienced  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
survey:  w i t h  t h e  d r y i n g  o u t  of the  g r a s s  walking was a  l o t  e a s i e r  w i t h  
a  s l i g h t  improvement i n  v i s i b i l i t y  a s  t h e  Panicum spp .  became recumbent 
where t h e y  were n o t  suppor ted  by woody p l a n t s ;  

A t o t a l  of 179 hours  ( o v e r  25 days)  were s p e n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ;  a l l  p a t r o l  
b l o c k s  were covered on f o o t .  A t o t a l  of 579 km (map measured) were walked 
which averaged 23,2 km/day ( r a n g e  11,5  - 44,O).  

BLACK RHINOCEROS 

1 .  Sex and age  s t r u c t u r e  

No. i d e n t i f i a b l e  b l a c k  r h i n o  ( a d u l t  and s u b a d u l t )  : 17 

Adul t  8 
8 

subadul t - (5-8  y e a r s )  ' 
9 

 mature-(1-2 y e a r s )  &' 

C a l v e s - ( b i r t h - l  y e a r )  
? 

T o t a l  

No. b l a c k  r h i n o  s e e n  d u r i n g  2nd survey : 21 

Contac t  r a t e  of b l a c k  rh ino /day  : 0,84 

2. P h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  

West 

4 
8  
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

18 

A l l  b l a c k  r h i n o  s e e n  were i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  

E a s t  

- 

South 

1 

2  

3 

3 .  Group s t r u c t u r e  

I 

T o t a l  - 
5 
8  ' 
1 
3  
2  
1 
1 
- 

2  1 



4 .  Black r h i n o  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e  based on s q u a r e  l i p p e d  r h i n o  
s i g h t i n g  r a t i o *  

* Numbers of r h i n o s  s e e n  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  s i g h t e d  e n  r o u t e  t o  p a t r o l  b l o c k s .  

5 .  Summary of b l a c k  r h i n o  encoun te red  d u r i n g  t h e  1st and 2nd s u r v e y s .  

- 
Area 

West 

E a s t  

South  

TOTIU. 

( e x c l u d e s  2 r h i n o  n o t  s i g h t e d  c l e a r l y  on 1st s u r v e y ,  and a l s o  r e p e a t  
s i g h t i n g s  d u r i n g  a  su rvey)  

Black r h i n o  

Code Area Adul t  S u b a d u l t  Immature 
N o  

Square  l i p p e d  r h i n o  

N o  s e e n  
i n  

sample 

18 

- - 

3 

2 1 

p o p u l a t i o n  
e s t i m a t e  

1984 

536 

9 6  

132 

764  

p o p u l a t i o n  
e s t i m a t e  

50 
-- 

19  

7 1 

No s e e n  
i n  

sample* 

192 

13 

2  1 

226 



Population structure 

8 adult 10 
Q adult 8 
8 subadult 3 

subadult 5 
8 immature 1 
8 immature 1 
fl calf 1 
3 calf 1 

Total: 30 ( Exclut?eS 3 from Corridor above) 

SQUARE LIPPED RHINOCEROS 

1.  Sex and age structure 

* 4 rhino could not be sexed or aged, and are therefore excluded from this 
table. 

Sex ratio 

$ : o P  

100: 103 

100:300 

Age 
Composition % 

m 
v . . 
o 
C - 

59,4 

5,4 

100: 10: 

100:229 

64,9  

23,O 

12,2 



Group Structure 

(218 rhino) 

-. 

Physical condition 

I 

All square lipped rhino seen were in excellent condition. Apart from the odd 
horn wounds the following injuries were noted: 

N o  in group 

D 1 o 1- years old limping badly right hind 1eg:Gqolweni 2 
>adult, limping right hind leg: Sabokwe 

7 Adult, tip of tail bitten by hyaena: Nqabaneni : West 



XISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS 

1 .  Leopard 

15.4.85 y P a d u l t  a n d q a d u l t  l y ing  i n  a  smal l  t i c k e t  on the  Western 
s lopes  of Msasoneni, 0813 hours (GR 7 7 7 2  b) 

17.5.85 $ a d u l t  crossed t o u r i s t  road a t  Mantiyane a t  0626 hours 
(GR 8169 b) 

20.5.85 oQadult and? a d u l t :  seen a t  c l o s e  q u a r t e r s  i n  a  Spi ros tachys  
a f r i canus  th i cke t  a t  0830 hours;  Sgwenyaqhini s t ream a r e a  
(GR 9562 b) 

27.5.85 l a d u l t  and2 cubs: Fresh  t r a c k s  walking along the Ilun~wane 
s tream towards the  fence l i n e .  (GR 7956 c) 

2. Serva l  

23.4.85 1 a d u l t  crossed t o u r i s t  road a t x a q q a y i s a a t  0536 hours 
(GR 9972 d) 

3 .  Elephant (16 r e l ea sed  15.4.85, 14 r e l ea sed  May 1985) 

4.6.85 3 feeding  i n  t h i cke t  c l o s e  t o  r i v e r  a t  0829 hours:  p u l l i n g  
o f f  branches and e a t i n g  d i s t a l  leaves and twigs of Ziziphus 
mucronata ( 2  an imals ) ;  u s i n s  f o r e  f e e t  kicking ou t  
t u f t s  of Panicum spp, s h a k i n ~  of f  t he  sand wi th  t h e i r  t runks 
and then  e a t i n g  leaves and stems ( a l l  3  animals) :  
Nselweni (GR 9371 b) . 
12 feeding  i n  Spi ros tachys  a f r i c a n u s  thicket/woodland: 
2  observed e a t i n g  leaves  and small  branches of Spi ros tachys  
a f r i canus  (1020 hours ) :  Nsel:.~eni (GR 9370a) 
2  d i s tu rbed  i n  Spi ros tachys  a f r i c a n u s  woodland/thicket 
( 1 1 19 hours) : Nselweni (GR 9270 c ) .  

4. Square l i pped  rh ino  

30.4.85 $ a d u l t  very  a g i t a t e d  and aggres s ive  p ro t ec t ing  t h e  ca rcase  
of h e r  young c a l f  (a 3 weeks o ld )  from a  s i n g l e  a d u l t  
spo t t ed  hyaena (0652 hours)  which f l e d  a s  I approached. 
~ h e g w a s  even tua l ly  d r iven  away from the  ca rcase  which was 
examined: penis  of c a l f  ea t en  by hyaena, umbi l ica l  s c a r  
had ruptured  wi th  the  i n t e s t i n e s  exposed - suspec t  cause 
of dea th  p e r i t o n i t i s .  Horns not  present  on c a l f .  
Nqabaneni West (GR 8262 a ) .  

5. P reda t ion  

a )  Leopard t o r t o i s e :  21.5.85 l a r g e  carapace  found ( f r e s h )  w i t h  ' t o p '  
removed and con ten t s  ea t en ;  from t h e  s i z e  of the canine  puncture  
marks i n  t he  s h e l l  suspec t  l i o n  r e spons ib l e .  Ziminyaneni (GR 9259 a ) .  

b) Te r rap in  Hinged: 20.5.85 l a r g e  carapace found next  t o  ~ ~ w e n ~ a q h i n i  
pan: carapace punctured d o r s a l l y ;  from s i z e  of b i t e  marks suspec t  
l i o n .  Te r rap in  not  ea t en  (GR 9763 b) 



SUMMARY OF ANIMALS SEEN ON FOOT DURING 1 s t  SURVEY: UMFOLOZI GAME RESERVE 

FEBRUARY AND MARCH 1985 ( e x c l u d e s  an imals  s e e n  e n  r o u t e  t o  p a t r o l  b locks )  
(*= h o ; ~ p  , N Z  - t ' d ~ )  

NOTE: E l e p h a n t  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  r e s e r v e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  



SUMMARY OF ANIMALS SEEN ON FOOT DURING 2nd SURVEY: ~ O L O Z I  GAME RESERVE 

APRIL and YAY 1985 (exc ludes  an imals  seen en r o u t e  t o  p a t r o l  blocks) 
(C) : b, $r>d,r,, N = h&- --M&) 

(223 - 
t h i s  
r e p o r t )  

* Presumably t h i s  does  n o t  mean s u r v e y  2 ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  why n o t  22600 i n  T a b l e  4 (p21 .> 


