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The Coming of the Rains & 
the Catching of a Rhino 

Kcported by h a  M e n  

he year started no: so well with T 
my so mew ha^ accident prone marc 
getling herself concussed with a kick 
on the head, but then, our long 
awaited nins finally came to our great 
joy & relief There has been much 
getting stuck in the mud but it is 
glorious. Our world has become 
miraculously alive once more, the day 
vibrates with the calling of crickets & 
,).e night with happy toads & frogs. 

iortoises. hidden away in nooks K: 
crannies for two long years tnlndlc 
everywhere kvith 3 rota1 lack of regard 
for other road users. They are con- 
vinced that with head & legs with- 
drawn, they are inviolable, their 
ancient brains unable to conceive h e  
dangers of vehicular traffic. N~v:tys I 
carry them to salk~y Le invariably forger 
their propensity for urinating copiously 
%-hen disturbed. All animals. for so 
long listless 8 dying. have rebounded 
& now hsve the energy ro play. fight Lu; 
matt' once more. The clarion calls of 
embattled z e b ~ ~ s  enliven the nights. & 
the valley below my house, so long 
barren & desolate, has become s raging 
river ?S the thunder of the waterfall. 
which has only functioned as such four 
times in ten years can be heard 

throughout my house. despite his destructive 8 puddle 
In the middle of  the month the produc~ng capacities, I am ench:~nted. 

newest membcr of my family arrived The rest of thc pack h w e  distinct 
by plane from Nairobi; an adorable jet reservations but so Far have restr~ined 
black roly-poly puppy with the teeth & themselves from demolishing him. 
biting capacity of a miniature crocodile. As soon as I returned horlle to the 
His name is Vald~mar Baghcen &. (Corrtinlred i n s i d e - m ' s  Report) 

Crating caught wild rhino 
Pboto by Andy Lodge 





I - I farmers that have small farms along the new I I I 
fence. Here are a few of these letters. 

-Andy Lodge , 
- - 
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- 

- - - 
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Now that the Ngare Ndare Forest fencing project 
is complete, I've received many letters from the 
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- 

- 

- 
- 
- 
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Mrs. Esther Nugnjq Xducha 
Al~thatene Vilkage 
Plot No. 553 Kis~rna Box -10 
Timr~u. Kenya 

Dear kir Lodgc, 

'I'he problem encountered in the past mclude: 'The 
menace of clcphants I have bee11 spendmg sleepless 
~llghts whenc~~er  the eleph~nts  werc srour~d. b a t m g  
drums to scare them off but with v e n  l~rtle success. 

The elepllanls nre not selective and could cat 
R hatcver they came across from wheat. potatoes. 
maze. cabbages. sweet potatoes, bcans. 
pe:ls,sugdrcIne anci even bananas. 

To make rnancrs norse. the elephants usually came 
ar night in the homestead to feed on some exotic 
shadetrees More otten than not n fanlily member has 
failed to reach home In the evening for fear of meet- 
ing or encountering wlth an elephant 

O t l i ~ r  times cfiildrcn have failed to go to school 
because a certam elephant used to go back to h e  
Xgxe Ndare Fores~ a n y m e  from 6.00 am to 9 00 am 
in the mornlng 

Some dlscases arc knou n to be t~insmittable 
between m lldgaine and domestlc animals. such as 
T q p a ~ ~ o s o m ~ a c ~ s  etc Other animals (Carni~ ores) have 
also been problem 

S~ncc the ~nstallatlon of the elecrr~c wire fcnce I the 
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abobc namecl and h111ilj- feel rnorc secure Above all I hanks to hohe who hake contnbur- 
am assured of growlng food crops and han e smg  ed to the producuon and puttlng up 
them withou~ interference of wildgame. of the electnc hot-wire Thanks .~nd 

I sincerely wish to thank the personnel concerned, bye, God bless you. 
and h~ghly appreciate hc l r  good work Othern lse 
farnllng ~ v a s  becoming a hopeless occupation for most Yours ~~lihFully 
of us nelghbormg the Nghre Ndare Forest h1.i~ God Julius hIw ebi:~ 
bless you 

Thank you, Yours F.lithful 
Farmer E.N Nducha 

- - 
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Julius .\In-eb~a 
P .0  Es-Le\v,~ 
Isiolo. Kenya 

Dear klr Lodge. 

Well I'm ver)- happy this morncnt 
n hile I'm appreclatmg your work 
on ~11e elcctrlc fencing I must 
express my gr~titude for the 
excellent work Since ~t was put up. 
we have been sleeping very 
comfortably and peacefully. Also 
n-e've eaten rnalze n h ~ l e  m the 
shamba and also the maize has 
dried while m the shamba w~thout 
being d~sturbed by m 11d a m ~ l s .  
Also lighting fire during che night 
was a h ~ b i t  but these days there is 
none. Do not forget sir that tha fire 
w ~ s  only to scare h e m  since 
nobody could d.ire to go near 
thern. So you hake rc,tlly done 
somcthlng good that will not be 
forgotten b) people In Ing along the 
fence linc. &lay I give my sincere 
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Elephants destroyu~g a small fazrn-a&ng-- - ,- - - - - Farmer Isfi with &mpled field - -X - G 

the border of Ngare X&we FO& - - - and food;upply gone. - - - - - - 
PI~ofo by I m z  Crrrig - 

- Pbofo b y  12n Crafg - - 

Jacob Mnrgte 1C:lrnnga 
Farm KO. 55+. Kenya 

Dear Mr. Lodge. 

F~rst is much congratulations for the installat~on 
of thc fence. This thanks will go to the engineers of 
the nork and the workers who n.ere involved. 
Actually- the workers who were installing the fence 
were friendly to the residents and 1 thank them so  
much for their amiability. hlso the persons should 
receive congratul:ltions for the n ork which h;ls been 
clone. Therefore the follon-ing are some of the 
abundances nchich I as a resident on the forest line 
benefit from. 

1. Sm!. anirmls from thc forest which h a w  becn 
dearoying crops are now prevented. 

2. There n-ill be consenation of \vildlife in the forest 
which will ensure rapid gron-th of tourism 
indusq .  

3. As a part of environmental conservation in thc 
counq .   his p:ln %:ill ensure n.ltural habitat since 
there will be proper control of the forest. 

4.  ' lhe fence will act as an incenti\e to each ind~r id- 
ual to plant trees which will  ensure rainfall :ind 
env~ronrnenral conscn,anon. 

5. Now with no strav animals. the residents wall.; 
during the night without fear. 

6. No more cont:lmination of wild animals parasites 
to some sick ones since they n-ill be .1ll grazing 
in the forest. 

7 .  Thcre will be higher income in the area due to 
high production of crops. 

8. The electric fence is again going to ensure 
security in the area in the case of cattle thieves. 

9. The purpose of the instd1:ition of the decwic 
fence has surely been met sincc from now on  
receipts for che collection of firewood will be 
issued to stop those who go unlswfully to collect 
firewood. 

10. Government re\.enue will mcreue due to the 
buying of firekvood and posts by the residents. 

In thc c.lse of disadvantages thc residents shoulcl 
be warned about the dangers of the electricity-. 

Also residents should be ~vamed the act of 
entering unlan.fullv in the forest and the gullies. 

Yours Faithfully 
Jacob hlargte Granga 

I I Please Help! I I 

I 
Even though C.I.I'.E.S. (The Convention on Intcmational Trade in Endangered Species) has banned the intcrna- 

I 
I tioo;,l trade in rllino products, fivc a~untrics srill blaantly continur tlris bloody pmaice. Tile governments ol these 

I 
I ! fivc countries. -hiwan. Clrina, South Korcn, .l.hailand and Yeman turn a blind eye to this trade and it is allowed to 

I flour.ish. Please Ilclp save tl~e Rhino! Boycott proclucts m:~de in tlicse cou~~tries. I 
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Rhino At the Brink of Extinction 
mail $20.00 plus $2.50 shipping and handling to: 

Ngare Sergoi 
Support Group 

P.O. Box 29503 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 

Please send me - book(s1 
Total Enclosed $ . 

RHINO 

Name 
Address 
fib' State Zip a 

All proceeds from tbe book go directly to 
Ngare Sergoi Rhino Sanctuary for the continued 

operurion and success of the sa?zctrrary. 

r - -----.-"SI- c e.=s - 5 - e - S =- ECyitGf 
- " ~ z ~ ' ~ , $ e Y  .le; 

- 
*Ze I C 

O~FZ-OX.H %ags7 r r i o u ~  -a---- c%nk&ionT -- 
amidles nndior edit-; publication--.4&oug6 fie' 

n S* 

yBsL+ .-,M - rhino p d  U -%pjen3tic%: PS 
encomige 5 A c 1 k ~ ~ o n ~ ~ n ~  relevant or ~ ~ i t i ~ t ~ C ~ ~ m a r i o n  

-W toFic.>~di; m u s h  2000 word~or]# a~d_xeTecIuest ; 
%GC any-xiiro"api W ~ n ~ ~ ~ s ~ 1 f i 1 r t i ~ 1 e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  -daa -L - 
. v@;FiRZblS facts. ~llotogdphs, nnd~~llus&~i~ns arc-al& ,'F- 

nsPata .- 
$w3+me. e r i n t s r r  s ~ ~ c l e s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g t ~ b e  II 
"-least -_ 3155 X j, md_s~L~~~~-~&~;iucl~5mmm. -.L P--- Sd&@ted articles 
%nd-pipres wjll "or be~ejmr& T I ~  S* z ~ ~ s , d "  @l 
%d-&+jon on publiciccgn a$ *-=- a n d &  -.L+.-- m;ly-be get& for. 
5 bmvty. Views-of contributjng authors_are no; nec&dy the 

')c. ..= .Se&., c. - 'm-- 
v%wz of The Ngxe Sergoi Support P ~ r o u ~ . ~ ~ - f ~ ~  S- 9 a ~ e f ~ r e  reprinxg-arrid&'in l@ public%io&;iontact 1 g I- 6 S- - --v--. , zH.0.K.N. of your intent ~r~icles";;h6uld bce exacGep,mts 

,an$ should gixe c;;c&t to I T  O.I-?.iV, and tlg author: - - - - - - t 4 

-Newsletter S+ff - bkZy--~etchcer, Cart ~y&;: - 
*z -- ,h+ Lodge, StefihFn Raybum, Angele W& - - - . - - - 
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P.0. Box 29503 
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i Learn more about the C . . ...  . plight of wildlife : . 
Andy Lodge is available for public lecrures (school. : civic groups, etc.) His presentation is a multi-media f 

program. Please call 614/337-0676 to schedule. • ................................. 
Become a Member ... I 

I 

Receive a year's subscription to H.03-V.  newsletter. 
Quarterly updares on the sanctuary. furure plans at 
Lewa Downs, Black Rhino information. Children's 
Column and a variety of consewa~ion articles appear in 
each issue. 

Your membership entitles you Lo a 20% discount on 
d Ngcire S q o i  S~~pport Group products. 

Have the satisfaction of knowing thar your dollars 
continue to support and enhance important and 1 
successful wildlife conservation efforts. 1. \ 
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0 General Membership ...................... $15" 
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3 Student Membership .................................. S 1P 
7 AAZK Chapters, Corporations ................... S 2 jE 
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P.O. Box 39503 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 

rVgczre S~rgoi .Sicpport Gtvzrp i s  cr 501 (C) 3 non-pnJJi:l 
u ~ l d  fr e-renrpt organimfion. lbrrr donatio?r isfirlly 

far-ded~rctible to tbe full atet11 ulloud by law. 

7bis newdelfm is pritr fed on rqc&dpuper. -- 

Organization 
Postage 

Permit No. 4890 



Children's 
Column 

By ~kf l s s j l  Betcber 

T he Ngare Sergoi Rhino Sanctuary 
is located on Lewa Downs ranch. Just 
outside of Lewa Downs there is a 
school, the Ntugi Primary School. 
When someone says the word -School" 
you probably think of all sorts of 
things, from riding the bus to your 
favorite teacher to the games you play 
at recess. In some ways school in 
Kenya b much like yours. and in other 
ways it is very different. 

The Ntugi Primq- School, located in 
the Meru District is a typical rural 
Kenyan school. Since it is a primary 
school. Ntugi has grades 1 hough 6. 
There is one class for etch grade. The 

:3 schoo l  does not have indoor plumbing. 
Whenever a pupil wmts a drink or has 
to go the bathroom. the child has to go 
outside to the pump and outhouse. In 
class. the students l ean  Kiswahili (the 
native language). English hlath, 
Science and Agriculture, History, 
Geography, A ~ t s  and Crafts. P.E., Blusic. 
and Home Science. 

Since Ntugi is a rural school, most of 
the students are children of famlers. 
Some have to walk 5 or 6 miles a day 
to come to school. Mtbough they 
cannot ride a bus to school. Kenyan 
children are 3 lot like h e r i c a n  chil- 
dren. They arc eager to learn and they 
also like to have fun. The following 
excerpts from letters by children 
attending Ntugi Primary School tell a 
little bit about their lives. 

"kly name is Douglas Guantai. 1 am 

Student classroom at 

12 years old. I live in Kenya. Kenya is 
in Africa in .Africa continent. In Kenya 
we have 46 district and S providence. 
In East Africa there are three countries 
and in Africa there are 49 countries. I 
have WO pet rabbits called Tom and 
Jim. I help my parents during the 
holidays to care for our cattle. \Ve have 
one cow. six hens and one sheep. 1 
have one brother and two sisters. Rily 
mother and father live in the village. 
hly hobbies are playing netball and 
handball. ' 

"hly name is Jesca Karambu. I am 13 
years old. I am in standard six at Ntugi 
Primary School. lVe have many subject 
to audy such as Enghsh. Math, Kiswsl- 
hili. G.I.I.C., C.K.E., etc. My favorite 
subject is Iiiswahili. I have 2 brothers 
and 4 sisters. My Father and mother 
work in our shamba. I help my parents 
during the holidays to care for our 
cattle. \VC have two cows. sheep and 
no go'it. I have a per dog named 
Shirnbs and a car called Puppy. kly 
hobbies are playing netball and 
mopanya together with my friends. In 
Kenya m-e keep many types of animals 
such as donkeys pigs hen, sheep. 
goats and cows. After school my litrle 
brother look after our cattle. In our 
class there :Ire 52 puplls ancl 15 
teachers in our school. The class master 
of our class is Mrs. Mn-oria. She is a 
good teacher. In our 15 teachers there 
are 3 male teachers together with our 
head master. " 

Ntugi Primary School 
Photo t.y by ndy Lodge 

"hly n:me is Lucy Kendi. I am 13 
years old. I am in standard six. My 
school is not far away from home. I 
take about 1 kilometer to reach school. 
My hobbies are playing netball. 
mopanya, reading story book. I have 
four brothers and three sister. hfy father 
works in town at Nanyuki and my 
mother works in our shan~ba. I help 
my parents during the weelcend to care 
for our shamba. In my country the 
favorite animals are elephant, giraffe, 
warthog. and lion." 

"My name is Paul Kimmi. I am 14 
years old. I 1ii.e in Kenya. I am in 
standard six at Nixgi Primary School. h 
standard six we luve many subjects but 
my hvorite subject is English. I have 
two brothels and m-o sisters in my 
family. I help my parents during the 
holidays to care for our goats and 
sheep. We have 2 sheep and 7 goats. 
hiy main hobbies are playing football 
or Eabia. Here we are not allowed to 
dance after school. We go to help our 
parents." 

If you would like to write to a pupil 
at Ntugi Prurlary School a letter can be 
sent care of Jane Craig. Lewa Downs. 
Private Bag, Isiolo Kenya. Unless you 
use an airmail stamp it will take a long 
time for a letter to get to Kenya. -4nd. 
d o  not be discouraged iS it takes a 
while for .i letter to get back to you. 
These children often d o  not have spare 
paper to write letters on or the spare 
mone); to buy a stamp. H 


