The Elephant and the
Rhinoceros.

A Story

for Children.

By Agda

HE Rhinoceros heaved a sigh
which seemed to come from his
very boots—and a Rhinoceros.

vou know, wears very thick boots.
* It's no use,”’ he said. " You can
make sausages out of a pig. but vou
can't make poetry out of a Rhinoceros,
and it’s no use pretending vou can.
I've tried it upside down and inside ou:
and sideways, and I can't make it
rhyme with anything.”’
‘1 once saw a Rhinoceros

‘ Bathing in the Bosphorus.™

hummed the Elephant.

The Rhinoceros shook his head.

“ 1I'm quite sure you never did,” he
said. ‘*And it isn't a real rhyme,
either.”’

* It might be better, T admit,’” said
the Elephant ; ** but it might be a good
* deal worse. Just lend me a stump of
lead pencil. will you?  And the back
of an envelope or something. I've an
idea in my head. And ideas. if not
nailed on the spot, generally get mis-
laid.*”

“I'm afraid 1 can’t oblige vou.”
said the Rhinoceros, after he had rum-
> maged and routed round his den.
' \Vait a minute, though. Here's a
" cabbage stump. and—vyes. here's the
paper myv lunch was wrapped in. Wil
that do?"

““It's better than nothing.’” said the
Elephant. smoothing out the paper with
his trunk and rubbing the cabbage
stump to a point.

The Rhinoceros vwaiched him for
about half an hour or so in :silence.
Then he remarked, * I suppose that's
poetry you're writing ? I sav you bite
off that last line to make 1t the same
length us the others. ™

The Iephint blushed 4 azep donb.

CAVart o bat, he said, o untll e
polished it up, and then. i vou hke,
I'll read it te vou ™

** Take you: time,”

said the Rhino-

I.ecnera

Hearris.

ceros ; *‘ but mind you only write on
one side of the paper—the side that
hasn't any mustard on it.  Ready?
All right, fire away.”

Read the Elephant—

“ 1 azked him once. 1 askad him twice,

I asked him yot again o

“That makes three times ulto-
gether,”" szid the Rhinoceros. ™ Why
don't vou sav. ‘1l asked him three
times.’ and have done with it?”

1 asked him vet again '—that's
thrice,”” went on the Elephunt.

“ 30 it is," said the Rhinoceros ;
only vou might have boiled it down
more.”’

TLe Llephant ignored this remark,
and read on—

** While none—admission was half-price—

Were near us." "'

“ What was the good of charging

half-price if there was nobody there?’

interrupted the Rhinoceros. **1call it
throwing money away.”’

** That's pee:ic licence,”” explained
the Elephant.

" Does that mean poetrv may bhe

consumed on the premises?’ iaquired
the Rhinoceros ; ° because 1'm not sure
we've got that kind. 1 don’t believe
tke Society for the Preveniion cof
Cruelty to Arimals would allow it.
What's more, I haven'i the least idea
what vou are driving at.”’

" If vou're going to argue sbout
every line in this' {ashion,” said the
Eiephant. 1mrizubly. “ we shall never

get through.  DPoetic licence means
look after he rhynve. and lezie the
sense 0 jock airer itself.  Nov . where
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exclaimed . the  Rhihoceros, excitedly.
““Why was I? When they- said,
‘Nare- this. animal,’
give mea pet name like—like *
for.instance?”’

The Elephant shrugged his'shoulders,

Dodo,’

URT)

: ~ - 2 The tiger in the next-door van,
he \\ent on, .~ I
11

- ¢ I'mean the one in Llack and-tan—
8 18 isn’t atiger,”” put in the Rhino,

. ‘““Does a Grizzly Bear. wear black

- " and_tan?’-asked the Elephant, with a

) lona-suﬁ'ermg expressxon. “I'd got

to. make it thyme with * van’ somehow.

-Let him ‘snore.

as you will if you don't look out, you'll

¢ ‘soon find out what erzzly Bear rh\ mes

thh *

“ Go'on,’’ said-the Rhinoceros, hur-
"riedly -".*“What about the tiger”’

***“The trger'm the ncxt~door van' - —-

repeated the Elephant

\“ o
Sy rathex deaf and thcrcfore can-
“Npthearus’ .
(“ That s a good thxng, ' muttered
the- Rhlnoccros ) :
s He ahswered with a tearful eye,
-** Although to keep things straight I try,
Youjcan’t deny I'm still Awry-

IMT)

. Noceros T
: SN S a‘:é:
. suddenlgj giving way to uncontrollable
2l dontdeny it.. But I'm
»  not.to pfame. ‘It isn't my-fault. It
+ _ all depefids upon the way I'm spelt.”
‘! Well, cheer -up,”’ said the Ele-
phant, putting his trunk through -the
bars -and:slapping .him. on . the back.

ertly in the next verse.

‘TkLe Rhinoceros rubbed his. eyes thh
- his-~ Hoofs, and -gradually ~became
- cdlmer; while the Elephant cleared hxs
throat and read— - -

“ The da: is short. the way is fong

The_wind blo.cs hot as well as slrorw '
s 1 said, ! Supposc you sing a song e

13

"“I don’t smg. put in-the Rhino-
Ceros, hasn]) ‘I'm notthe figure
fqr it. "And I'm always afraid of break-

2

. mg down——"2 -
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as'much as to imply that he gave it'up.

ceros.. ** It's a Grizzly Bear—you know °
that as well'as 1'do—and he's snorng‘
away like‘anything at this'veryminute.’” -

-If youTwake him up, -

. sobbed, the Rhmoceros“ .

- “tWe'il see if .we can’t 5pell vou dxffer- ‘

“ You’re “too thm-skmned ' inter- _
rupted the Elephant. “ You're too _
thin-skinned, as I've often said before,
and it's a’ ‘great mistake.’ :
=T was gomg to say breaking dov»n
the platform,” contmued the Rhmo-
ceros.

-*.That’s quite . another: thing,’ \saxd
the’ Iyephant. ~*‘ I"'ve done that myself

béfore now..~ Let 'me see, v&herc was -
127 - e
11 said, Suppose you s'ng a soug'

To cheer us?’ = - '
- He gave the largest kind of sxgh—- .

BN ¢ ‘beg- )our pardon, What- size did ~
you say? mqurred the Rhinoceros.

** I said.* sigh,’ not - size,. > replied -
the _Elephant, wrinkling" his_ trunkin
annoyance at the mterruptlon. ‘““How -
you- do keep: puttmg in and puttmg me -~ 4
out.”’

~“He gave the largest kind - of s,gh

he repeated, emphasrzmg the last word
with a slap of his’ trunk -

“““Remarked his-throat was rat.her drv o
. ““Then'sang * the bloom is on the" Rye—

e Noceros.' "’ .

K Is that all?” dsked the Rhmoceros,
Vawmng, as the poet looked rownd for
applause ; ;‘ because T'm dyxng,s:mply
dying, for my tea.” -

“ There’s .one more vcrsc',” said the
Elephant in’a rather hurt tone of
voice:” . . - :

. Then these last words he.up and spoke——

' Up ‘and spoke’ isn't grammar,
corrected _the’ ‘Rhinoceros... .. *‘ You
shou.d say “'he spoke’ up: U oL

-The’ Elephant was so disgusted that
he drove his ‘trunk rlght through' the
papcr and read in a voice husky with
indignation—

. *“* Then these last. words he u[» and spoke,

““You're not,”" he said, ** like other.falk,

Who only come to laugh and ]OLC

. And jeer, us.

I'm really grieved to say * Good-bye,’
" But time-is up; and I must: ﬁy———

“The Elephant snéezed so loudly that
the Grizzly Bear i in the next cage woke
up with a start’and sat up on Tis hind
legs and made unKind remarks.

-1 told you,’""¢aid the Rhinoceros,
as soon as he could get a word in edge-
ways ; ** I particularly told you not to
write on the mustardy :1dc of the

papex 1

oo



