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[There is] . . . a certain Chinese encyclopedia called the 

Nect~~c~rz/~ Eiirpori~r~rr c~/Ijerlet~olcr~t l i r ro~t~lc~l~e .  In its 

5 dist;ttit pagcs i t  is writtrn that anim;tls arc. divitlcd into: 

(a)  ~Iiosr' tI1:1t belotig to L I I ~ ~  etitl)c*ror: (l,) crnlxllnicd oncs: 

(c)  those th;~t ;ire lraincrl: (d) s~tckling pigs; (e) rncnnaids; 

(f) fabulous ones; (g) stray dogs: (h) those that are in- 

cluded in this cl;issification; ( i )  thostr that tremble as if 

they were mad: 6) innumerable ones: (k) those drawn 

wilh ;I vcry I'ine c;tntel's-hair brush: (1) ctcetcr:t: (m)  thost- 

that have just broken thc flower vase; (n)  those th;11 at 

a distance- rcsenit)le flies. 

J O I I G E  L , U I S  G O R G E S ,  

"John M'ilki11~'/2nalytic;1l 1,anguage" 

Nothing is more bca~ttif'ul than to knotv everything. 
l' LA.1.O 

i t h  Iilrlc warning, 011 a cold winter day in early Jar1 

1612, the favorite lion ol' Rudolf 11. t he  I-lol! Ro 
@Emperor and  Icing of' I lungary and Bohcmia. died. Rudolf . . 3 ,  v . .  

man 



, ' 

18' . . l . r r ~  I \ I I . L ) I C I  G I I ~ A F F E  H~rdol f l l ' s  Et>ipirc, of kj~c~~i . led,oe 183 

co~tld 0111!' I ) c  an evil onlen. Surcl!. it presaged the imnlinent end and  tin. A lover ol'music. hc attracted splcl~ditl perforrllcrs into 
of Kudolf liirnself. hi, Orlanclo di Lasso, onc of the greatest composers of 

.Arid t h e .  orlicn provcicl truc,. On Jarl~rirr-!~ LO the e~iiperor expi,. po]phony in t l ~ e *  I:llc lien;~iss;~~lcc, dt*rri~ed i\;l;ixirnilian's cIi:i~nber 
in his great echoing castle perchcd on a hill abovct I'rague. KefL1 so wondcrl'ul t]lat "n?ither to~.lguc could describe il nor 
ing last rites, he died a hitter, clisillusionccl man, stripped of 1, ears take enough of it.'' 

cro\vns :in(I his iriiIx~t-i:rl cligtiit!, Iy his li:rtc-l'~~I l)r(~)~l~c-r h'IattIli;l ~asciriatcd I ) ,  ;irlcicn~ history ancl litcraturr : I I I ~  by nat~rral sci- 
l Io\v cl id  11 cor1ith 1 0  I);ISS I ~ ; I I  l i e -  I)rgi111 111s l-eigrl :IS 11ic Ioflicsl 2 
monarch of Europce onl! to encl it  as a h~rrliilictterl prisoner in his ' 

own home? 

liudolf's clctr:rctors said that liis preoccupation with n:itule 

ant1 alchcm! causecl him to lose his mind i111d his reign. Certajtlly 

~11c:se I l i~c I  I)~:t>ri his aI)iclir~g p;~ssioiis ;rticl his t l~er:rp\ I'or his p(l1i~- ; 
ical and mcrital ills. 1Yi1ll liut10ll"s de:~tll. llis I~elo\ccl Iioyal ~ a r c l { ~  , 

full of exotic plants and  his poncls stocked \irith rart. fish were left .' 
bcreft of' ~ h c i r  admirer. Thc foreign I)easts in his nienagcrie and 
the ~ropical birds in his aviaries hacl lost their dcvo~ed master ..: 

i~nd  scholar. 1iudolf"s /izr~ui?utn?r~~l?cr - a cabinet of \\*enders coin- - . 

poscd of f ; )~rr  large Iialls fillecl to the I)rim with n;ituraI histon1 - .  

slwci~i~(!~is I'roin :rr-o~.rrltl III(! glol)c.. I h c ,  tiiost :rtlv:rrrcc.cl scicntil;ic ,:. 

instruments, and \vorlis of art l)! the greatest craftsmen - I;]): 
alxrndoned. This unsurpassed collection, the wonder of its age, - 

Ii:rtl bcCrl 1 1 1 ~ s  S O L I I  0 1 '  ~ l i i s  cor~ll~lc*s :iricI troirl>Ic~l 11-I:III. l-lc I l i ~ c I  

f;iilcd miscrabl! 3s 11lc ruler 01 '  the Hol!* 1iom:in Ernpire, I)ur 
the* t*mpirc- of I;no\\,letlgc- hc  crc.a~c~cl in his castle ensured his last- 

irig i':1111c. 
1 
1 

I I L L J C ) I . I  l I C .A\I I :  illto the \vorld on jul!' 18, 1552, tlic Sirsr.l)orn 

son of a cliscol-danl ~rnion ber\vccn the cliarisrnatic and open-' 

minded Hol!. Roman Iirnperor Alasimilian I1  Habsburg and his 

stern ancl I~ige)tecl cousin I\/l:iri:i of Spain, daughter of the formcr 

c.r.ril)crc~r Cl~;rrlcs \;: r\/Iasi~niliari \'vas a I)OIILII:N ruler \2:11o I,rclsidecl 

over a lively and intellectually vibrant court. 1-1e conversed with 

'. e l l c ~ ~ ,  b I : r x i r i ~ i ~ i i ~ ~ i  I11rec1 I O  Iris co~ri-t 111c* Ic:;~clii~~g l)r;~c:tilior~(*rs in 

1 l'ields and c n c o u n ~ ~ e d  them to condnct l'urther research. 

r Avhen A/l:~similian's f:~\~oritc. dil>lornal, Ogier Cliislain de I?usbecq, 

m freturrlccl Iio1i-1 a11 irnl~erial tilission 1 0  (:o~~stai>tiiiol>le. he b r o ~ r ~ h t  

back l'or liis lord's t lie I'irst tulip to reach I<urope. l3usl1eccj 

1  aught ~ c ~ u n g  li~rcloll' ;rl)out botany and imlx~rtecl ~o llini an 

ad"iirutio~l for n;rt~rral philosol~hy. Nleanwhilc, I:~rdoll' [ell i r i  love 
r 
, \vith animals at the tiro menageries his father h;id founded near 
I x.Viienna, at Neugebau and El~ersdorf. 'The year IXudolf was I~orn, 

h~~Iaximili:~n was tlrrilled to ilccjuire an  clcpbanl,  a n  exceedingly 

, rare ancl l~recious I,east. Alas, it died onl!. lour months after reach- 

[ ing Vienna, a victim of improper diet and severe climate change. 

1 ] ju t  li~rdoll';iviclly ol)sc~rvc.tl allcl tell 1111clcr. tlic sl)cnll of II~:III!J otllcr 
': beasts irl  his father's collection. He  \vould rctairi liis fascinalion 

for them all his l i f i  and take it to nekl. heights crhcn he gre\2 up. 
I Froni his f:~tlicr R~iclolf :rlso learrlcbcl rcligioiis tolcrancc~ ;~iid 

openness to talent regard1c.s~ ol' crccd. Tllis \ ~ ~ : r s  a n  cra of Ijitter 

struggles 1,etn:een C:atholics :rnd Protestants. t,:rttlcs that \vould 

~ I ~ ~ L I L -  1~~1cI~lt"s  rc:igr~. v l ' l i c ~  1';1~1lt I i r ~ c ,  I . : I I ~  right tlirougli 111s o\vr1 

hon~ch. R/l;uimi lian sympatliizcd \ v i ~ l l  I lie Protestants, ,g,r;~n~ed 

them frc~c.dom ol'\\,orship i r i  his territories, ancl \r~orked 1;,r rcfol-111 

in the Lntholic C:li~rrcIi, iricludinp Ic:lting pric:sts mart-, 13111 liis 

progressive cfforts were th\vnrtcd l,): thc~ opposition ol' tlrc inili- 

tantly C:itholic Spanish ro!jal house to \vhich his urife, hlaria, he- 

longed. iLl;lria \\,as :I s t :~~rrich R O ~ I I ; I I ~  C;it.holic \v110 despised her 

husl)and's I'rotc!st:rr-it le:~nirrgs. I-'carl'~rl I'or her childre-11's souls 

at the liberal Viennese court, and rllore slrorlg \tilled than her 
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husl):~nd, shc insistctl that I<udolf ancl Iiis yourlger I,rother Ernest l l t l  never e rn l~raw his u ~ ~ c l c ' s  strident and I~loodthirsty 
be clisl~i~tched to Sp:~in, to lbe educ:~t(d in the true l'aith and i n  , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ l i ~ i ~ l n .  His f:llll~.r', 1noderatr virws and intellectual inter- 
thc. dignities of their cxalted rank I)y hcr hrother IJhilil) 11. ests, \vllich nudoll  li;1c1 ;thsorbed as i l  buy would rcnrain at thr 

AI-~d so, in 1563, clc~lcn-year-old 13~1dolf and ten-yar-old Ernesl, of his personalit!: 
his f:~vorite brothel; were sent tinfay Srom Vienn:~ to spend the hs [hc eldest son, liudolf began to step into his father's ~ o l i t i -  
nest csight years at L I I Y  Spanish coLIrt. The boys felt miserable ' 

cal st,oes ;it a p  twcnt): when he W;IS cro\vned king of Hungay  
in  l j72 MilXinliliilll; (lc:llth was in cl(.cli~lc - Ile s ~ ~ l ' l k r ~ d  heart 

ol' li\ririg \with t l ~ c ~ i r  I I I I ~ I C *  -- ; I  d i s t :~ l .~~ .  s~rsl,icious, ~ ) ~ c l : l n t i ~ ,  .; " a,,ilcts, x r l l l l l  i -  o 0 1 ,  l I ) O I I I S  o l  "lciii~lcy 
rcniorseless man - chilled their young hearts. I t  \tfas conlmol colic" - so Kudolf \r:;~s groomed 101- succession. In 1575 he was 
kno\vledge that Philip Lras universally disliked by his subjects, . croLvned king of Bohemia, and in I 576, \\;hen hlaxirnilian died, 
Verleti:~n :~rnbass;rclor clescribed [he' a t ~ n o s ~ h c r c  A I  t h e *  Spanis ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ l f  I)cc;imc f-loly l lo~nan Empcror. 

~J~~~~~ c - l l l l~c~r~r  l ~ r c ~ s i ( ~ ( : c ~  011cr ; I  C O I I I ~ ~ ~ C ~ S  01. ~c~rrit.ori(~s in \vester11 
I i i  S c o ~ s i c ~ s l y  i o  I t l l  c 1 (i ancl contr:ll Eurolw - ;I successor st:rtc to the o~rc. Chi~rlc~nagrlc 
gious services and even arranged I~is  apartment at the Escorial hacl I;)Llnded in 800 in ;in attempt to re\fi\lc the liornan Empire. 
n10nilsteq: ivhich he adopted as his residence, in sucll a lvay as!~o b\I]rilc. ttre pope was tllc vicar of Cod on carth in sl,iritual matters. 
be :~l)lc to see thc high altar from his bcd. He  dis:ipprovcd of sucll the emperor claimctl 10 l)c. C:otl's tenll,oral vicar, and  thus the 
hedonistic pleasures as hunting and feasting, ancl Ilanned p+- , I  

, suprenl(, ruler of CIlrislcndonr. I I I  rci~lity, the puwcr of the I-loly 
phonic music from his liturgy in Saver of' organ and I)lainso~rg. Roman Emperor \v ;~s  illuson: Kutlolf' was accorded diplomatic 

Under Philip's stcrn \vatch. thc boys'joyful and carefree child- . 
precrdellce over otlrer rulers, and his domain included what is 

hood came to an end. I3~1doIf ancl Ii'r~~est h:ld to f'oc~rs O ~ I  their htl- now (:crnlan); ( ~ ~ ~ ~ t r i : l ,  [ I I ~  C z ~ c h  I<ep~~bl ic ,  S\vitzerl;ind, eastern 
mal.listic studies, \vritt* letters in L,:II~II,  and help t.lic*ir ~ ~ n c l e  scr\ prance, tllc L,~)\W CoLlntries, and parts o1'11orthern ;111cl ccn~ra l  Italy. 
Sund:iy Mass. Philip :~llowed them certain joys due young princes: +. The German lands \very his primary area of sovereignty, however, 
they could hunt, dance, and participate in chivalric ~ourllarnents. and his control oiler international i~fl'airs was limited. 
But he kept a vigilant eye on thcir religious education and in- In  person Rudolf was a likablc IILIL hardly an imposing pres- 
struc~od them in \vh:~t hc. considered to I,e r c p l  concl~~ct .  \~h~hereas cnce. Thc irenetian t:nvo!. to Prague, C:irolamo Soranzo, descrit)cd 

Pllilip's \!,as formal, ;~loof, and m:ijestic, and he dern;~nded tremen- 

dous rc\rerencc c l~~r ing  his audic11cc.s. \'Ifhen l l i ( $  I)oys returned 
;I sm:l]l I'iRurc, of quite I>Ic-;~sing StiltLlr~ and rclativel!l 

home from Spain, people cornnien~c.d that the!, h:lcJ hecomc dis- c l u i c l i  n~ovemr:nts. His pnle facc, r~obl!? formed I'orehead, fine 
tant and haughty. kli~uimilian even ordcred his sons to "changc. \tti1\y hair and be-ard, and large eycs looking around with a cer- 
their Iwaring," I ) L I L  thcir ~lncle's I)ctr;~vior had 1)ecornc~ ingrained in t:lin I'orhearance, n~arlc. n deep irnpl*:ssion on all wllo met hi111. 
f l 1 ~ 1 1 - h .  I3udolf tvould maintain Spanish 1ishion - cI:~rlc clothes and I-lal,sburg f;lmily lilteness \'\,:IS evident in thc. largish lips 
hats \vitli feathers - ant1 a stiff rn;lrll~cr [or the rest of'l1is life. I'et \.vllich cLlrleel to\rards tlie right. 'l 'hc~rc* \zras nothing haughty in 



his conllx)rtmc,nt; Ire, l)c.l~avc~cl rii[licr shyly :r\,oicled ;l11 rloisy so- 

cict!. arltl took no part in the usual arnusemcnts: j0kc.s ~ > l e a s ~ ~ l  

him not, and orlly rarely \v;rs he sc5c!rr to laugl~. 

Kudolt' h:id received a princely education .~nd spolic German, 

La~in ,  I'rcrrch, S l ~ a ~ ~ i s t l ,  ;lntl sonic- C:~cch - ; ] I 1  t h ( ~  languages 

necessagr ['or ~~olitical :incl intcllcctual cliscoursc. in his rci~lm. H u t  
I.ro111 t l ~ o  stcirt, 111s rc-ig~i \\,:IS l)c*sc~t l)y diI'fic111tic:s. l l c b  l ~o~)e( l  t o  

I ) ~ C ' S I C ~ C '  I)\I!I. c r r ) i t c ~ ( I  Cliristc~~cloin. I I U I  tlic. l-loI\q I?OII>:II~ Elll1~ire 

\\,as an unruly donxiin. i\ loose confederation of' more than three 

li~~lldrecl ~~olitic:al cbln~ities 0 1 '  \*;~ryir~g sixcs a n d  i~nl)ort:~rlcc* - each 

with its o\vn so\~crc!igrl. ;Irm\: and la\vs - i l  \\.;I!, char:~ctc.rizecl I,y 
part ic111i1ris111 i111d dis~111ity. l-lo\$, coi1Ic1 i t  1 1 0 1  hex \vheri it  i r i c l ~ ~ c l ~ : ~  

( ; c r ~ ~ ~ a r l s ,  Swiss, (~:/.c!c:l~s, I:lt!n~ings, I ) c~~cl i ,  allcl I)ar~c,s, :is well ;IS 

\t.;~rring Catholic ancl Protestant groups \\.ilhin them? 

Europe. in the hccond llall' of tilt. sisteentll cen lunr  \\,as con- 

sumed h!l religious wars, as Catholics and I'rotestarlts cl;ished 

violentl): especiall! in the northern countries. The crisis had be- 

gun ear1ic.r i t )  the ccntun. \\rllcn vario~rs rel'ornlcrs I i ;~ t l  ol)enl)f at- 

t:rcIietI t l 1 c 8  (:;~lliolic C ~ L I I . C ~ I  f;)r its corrul~tio~ls: j~ricsts 1i~el)il-t~ 

mis~resses, popes selling religious ofl'ices ancl indulgences to fi- 
nance thcil- otvn I~~xurious lil;:styles : ~ n d  polilical a j ie~~tlas .  'l"licr1 

hl;irtin I,~~ther j ~ o s ~ ~ ~ l : i t c d  t h ; ~ t  oncb cot11d att:~in salvntioll tl~rough 

;I personal relationship \\it11 God, r:~ther than one mediated by 

thc clcrg!: 'l'his itlca I i - I I  011 I1-lrlny rc:;~tl\* c8ars, c~sl~rci:ill\~ in light of 

\\idcspre:rd disappro\,al ol' the pricsthoocl, atid thc I'rotes~ant 

niovcrncllt spread like \i.ildfirc*. Kat~~ri~ll!: the Chcrrch I;isIied o i ~ t  

;rgaillst i ~ s  critics. ;rntl 1 l r c .  ~ l c s l  I.c.\v tlrciidc~s conf'lic~s I)c~\vc~c!ri 
C:;itliC)lics and Protc.stants divided 1101 only countries I ~ u t  also in-  

di\,ridual citic*s and cornmuni~ies,  ancl i~~\rol\,c.cl : i l l  rnenil)crs ol'so- 

cic.ty from lahorers to rulers. 

A n  agt!nt of thca 1.11gger I):lrlAi~ig firm. ulliicli had nj;ln!. inter- 

I I ~ I I  io11aI I)ri~~icI~e:s, \ / i \ c i c I I ! r  co~~vc*yc~cI I I I ( .  li:cbIi~~g 01' S L I C I I  rc*ligio~.~s 

clashes in his report hC)m .Ant\\lcrp in h'ln! 1581: "Eight clays ago the 

li~rdolf l / ' \  E~rrp i rc .  of I;l~o~t?lerl~e 18- 

soltlieq-y : ~ i c l  I I I ( *  C ;~ lv i~~is rs  ~ ~ l ~ ~ t i l i ~ t ~ d  ; I I I  1 1 1 ~ 8  l ) ict~~rc,s :11.1c1 ;111;1rs i ~ r  

the churches and cloisters of lic.lgium. ' l ' h ~ '  clerg!* ; ~ n d  about fi\*r 

,untll.cd Catholic citizc~ns were clrivcn oc~t and several among them 
- 9  F 

cast prison r\tfo morltlis later hc \vroLe again: 

i l l  the past cl:iys 111r. C:~luinists herc havr ~vroughr 111uch 

i .  hilvoc, . . . 'l'he!. rs\~apccl the (:htrrcli 01' Our Lad!,. [ l > ( .  C h ~ ~ r c h e s  
c 
I f O['St. ~irccl~i(~s, ;incl tlicn I ' i r l : ~ ~ ~  C:II:IIIC~I,  :IS \\:c*Il as t l ~ c  ( ; O I I \ , C I I ~  

F St. R'licl~;rc-l. \d.llc.r.c L I ~  to 1.10\2, 1 1 1 ~ 5  ~:;rtholics I-~(.ld ~ l i c - i r  rcli- 
: 

gious esercises and ceremonies. in suc l~  fashion that the! have 

cyrccliccl cvcr?;tIiing tllc-rcirl, \ ,vitl l  thc. cxccl>tion 01' tllr orgall aiid 

;l I'c.\I. ~~ictr~l.es. . . . Not OIIC IWYSOII did I I ~ O I C S I  ; I R ; I ~ I I S I  this. sir~ce 

t11c rule ol'tlic. clerg\, is cornl~lc-~c-l! dehtroyecl ancl ; i t  a n  end Ilcrc. 

In response to these disordcrs. and to the larger rcbc-llion 01' 
the Lo\t Countries against its Spanish ocerlorcls, I-'hilip I I  sent 
h s  ~lcphew [lit' Dulic. ( ] I '  Pa rn~a  ; I (  ~ h c  Ilc.ad of LI I>o\vcrfc~l arm); t o  

crush the Netherlandish Protrstants." Parma captured and suh- 

duecl the rcbcl towns in the so~rthcrn ~)ro\.inccs. taking Antwerp 
S in A ~ r g ~ ~ s t  1585. 'l'hc. l ) i i~ch  rc*l)clls l.lecl to their ~lorthcrn strong- 

holds, \\,hicl1 cludcd Spanish control. 

I ~ L I I  religio~~s clashes continuccl to t1:ire L I ~  else\vherc in I{udoll"s 

empire. Anothcr Fuggc.r ;ipent \ttrotc l'rom Ste!fr in 0ctol)c.r r w c )  
that the ruler of that tcrritor)., I:c.rdinancl of.4ustri;i. remtrtwl t\\to 

1'1-otcbst;~nt ~~:rstors from ; I  p ;~r i s l~  in thr  mining to\vrl of Eisc~lrr/, ancl 

replaccd tlirm \ \ * i ~ h  [\rfo Catholic priests. .4s soon as lie lel't to\z:n, 

howc\.er. the IJeople clrove out the Catholic clc.rics. I-erdinand. 

a1111oycd. SC'III Iiis ol'l'iccrs ~ I I I ~  six 111111clrc-cl solcliors to r c~ i~ i s t i~ I (~  

his priests and  keep order. A s  soon :IS I-c.1-dinancl's men cnterrtl 

tow~l, the): arrested the heacls o f  the rntrnicipalit!,. the :~ldcrnien, 

* A l ~ l l o t r ~ h  t h r +  rcSpon tccl~r~icall\ lrll 11r)dr~r 1 h t 3  lu~.rsdic~ror~ of thc I-iol\ liornilrl 
L r ~ ~ p n r o r ,  i~ \\*;IS g,ti~crr)ccl I I W  I;j)lK I I I '  5ptii11, \vl~osc I I I ~ ~ I I ~ O I I S  c l t ~ ~ l i l y  I ~ O L I I I I ( ~ C I  
Hudoll' 
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t I ~ c  I)~rrgllckr\. ,lntl otlrer rt*:~l and  potcbntidl rc-l)cIs ancl o~tlcred ,111 
cltlzens to surrender thcrr arms. Then they erected scvcn gibbets 

in the marketplace and prcp,~red to begin the* I 

hanglng4, b ~ h e ~ l d ~ n g s ,  ~mpdl~ngs .lncl other torments, torlures 

; ~ n d  agollics, to I'irrd out I I Y  means of sui'l'cri~~g whctl~cr there 

was an understanding bet\vcen thenr and other places arld dis- 

tricts. A l~o~e thc r  i l  is a grievous sl;~tc* of al'r;rirs. 1;vrryotlc. who 

car), flies from thcb pi~rish. \'ilorr~en with their cllildrcn arc, driven 

from their houses and are obliged to watch in terror and pain 

the n~iser;~hle esislence of their t ~ ~ ~ s l ~ a n d s ,  t\ltIio~~gll it  W;IS 

inlendccl to ~ S ~ C L I I O  11ic rir~~leadcrs ;r~rd thc I1e;rds of tllc lo\v~l 

:it rlncc, i t  is saicl that Iml~erial Conimiss;~rics ha\~c- ;~rrivecI 

these I:~st clays, \\l110 have* s~crnly Forl~itldc~l, i r r  lhc n:111.1c~ of His 

A~lajesr!~ [Rudolf I l l ,  an! harm to be done unto any man or to 

put any orle to the rack or torture. 11 is greatly hoped [hat His 
hilajesty will show mercy. 

I (~~dol f  h:~d to ;lcIjudicatc* S L I C ~  incessant rc~ligious confron1;r- 

lions, as ~ i c l l  :IS contcnd \vit l i  corlrlicting politic;~l f':lctions in 
his domains. His sovereignty was cont in~~al l!~ challenged by 
inclcpendcn~-mintlctl princes, particularly in his Germ:ln lands, 

who \verc kccn to ~ L I ~ S L I C  thcir o\vn religious : I I I ~   politic:^] agen- 

das. His o\vn I)rotliers, jealous of his po\ver, 1'~lrther urltlern~ined 

his rc,ign. /\I tlic sanlcb time, 1 1 - 1 ~  O I ~ O I I I ~ I I ~ S  ~ Y C I . ( ~  tryi~ig 10  invadc 

Europe across his empire's castern frontiers. 

After capturing Constanlinople irr 1-1 53, tlic Ot torn ;~~is  contin- 

~ ~ c t l  lhcir c+sl)arlsion. ;~ncl in I hc ncxt Irall'cc~tl Llry ~Iley concjucrctl 

the Hlack Sca, the Uallan Peninsula. and Grcece. In I 5'9 SuIci- 

man the h/l:ignificerl~ laid siege to Vicnna. I-.lc did not succeed 

in taking tliis cit? I I L I I  proceeded to subiugatc - . ;I large portion of 
tlungary - a I l a h s t ) ~ l r ~  territory- and from there to threaten 

1\11 thcsc 13rol)lcnls rc:clt~ircd : I  strolrg ~LI ICI .  1 0  rc~solv~, 111c.111. 

~ ~ d o l f ,  hou-ever, \v:ls riiore giver1 to con~cmplat i \~e stud\$ than to 

decisive politic;ll actioli. "R~rclolf of lbw words," as he was called, 

011ly spoltc litll(, in persol) ~ L I L  ; I I S U  lef~ I'c\v \tritten state- 

ments. -4 complcs ancl elusive man. he 1);ll'fled his contem1)oraries. 

One. moment he prcsc~itecl hinlsclf as : I  \'vise a1.1~1 charisln:~tic so\/- 

ereign: thc ncxt he ; l l~ l~c :~red  to l)c a n  a l~scn tn r i~~dcd  prince \vho. 

tllor~FI~ co~~rt( .ous,  \+':IS c;~gc.r. to ~v i lhc l r :~ \ \ .  into Iiis stirtly, which 
s e ~ ~ i i ~ t l  10 111:1ttt!r 111orc~ to 11i111 thi111 11;s t l i r o ~ ~ * ,  i t  is 11;lrdI~t 

surprising  hat Rudoll' should have bccr~ conl'licted. l-lc strove 

for s1~11)ility aticl PCIC(:, \vIiilc his Furnil! antl l;)cs consl.;~ntl!~ un- 

c]crc~~t  his ;~s l ) i r ;~ t io~~s .  I - I c b  \,jr:~s toI(~r: i~~~t  i ~ ~ i c l  o l ~ c n - ~ ~ ~ i ~ i c l t ~ d  > ~ C I  

surroundecl I)\- religious strife ;l~lrl bigotry. I-Ie clctcstcd his ~ ~ n c l c ' s  

dogrr~:~~ic C:;~t.llolicisnr, having sp t r~~ t  l ~ i s  chiltlhoocl l~~lclcr i1.s 

shado\z. for c*iRht years in Spain. No\\#. in adu l~ l~ood ,  licb \vatcI)ed 

ils I,rutal i m p l e r n c ~ t ~ t i o  in the Netherlancls. Although he re- 
mained ~ ~ i ~ l ~ i ~ r  L I I C  Critt)r>lic I';~itli, IILIcIoIC \c*clcomerl ref'ugees 

frorn the Netherlands at his court and engaged I'rotestant artisls 

and scientisls - s o n l c ~ h i n ~  many of his peers refused to do. Antl 

t l i o ~ ~ ~ h  hc. I~rcl'c:rrc(l to clcvolc* ;IS r r ~ t ~ c l ~  01' his ti~rlc as I>ossi\)lc to 

scholarship, thc demands of his office distracrccl hinl frorn these, 

cherished p ~ ~ r s u i t s .  

An intellcct~ral ancl a drc:~n~cr .  Rudolf \\.as prone to "melan- 

chol~:" a form of severe depression [hat ran in the I'amil? ancl 

prol):rl~ly rcsu ltcd h-om too rnllch I-l:rl)sl)urR inl,rc!etlinp. (l i~ldolf 'S 

parents shared the samc gl-andmothcr. loannil the i\)lacl o1'C;lstilc. 

tvho lvas cluite rnad indeed: she refusecl to b u n  the bocl!. of hcr 

dcc:o;~sc*cl Ir~tsl):~ncl I'or :~ l rnos~  ; I  veal., I~c , l i r \ - in~  i l l  rlic ~ ~ r o l ~ l ~ c ' c ~  

of his resurrcction.) \Vithin a year of I~ecoming emperor. Kudolf 

cr:~cIied urltler the pressure. 'l"Ilc* I'irst strvere b o ~ ~ t  of illness seized 

him in 1577. Only t\vuity-fi\~c. years old. he de\;cloped ;]cute gas- 

tric problen~s and s ~ ~ f f c r e d  a rnental I)reakdo\vn. He rc:rnained 

sick O I I  :II.NI 0 1 ~ 1 '  (;)r I ' O L I ~  Vears, I O S I  wciglll. :~ntl  I)c.c;~~rlt> rc~clusi\/c:. 



S11cl1 ~>liysic;~l arrcl clnotionill :rffliclions \vo~~lt l  contin~~cb to to,.- 

ment Rudolt' for the  rest of his life. 

At:rr I O U C ;  1 1  R L D O I .  I: W A S  the absolute ruler of the empire and 

p:litl his sil>lings :1111plc an11~1;rI allo\z~:~nces, his three I)rolIiers 

(aside frorn I<rnest) caused him incess:~nt cnih:trrnssment and 

grief tt iro~~gli their s~nolclc*rirlg anibi l io~~s.  .l'llcir politic;~l macIli- 

n:~tions. conil)inetl \\,it11 consr:lnt harl~ing abol11 liutloll"~ l':lilings 

as :I ruler, frustrated him to no end. I-lis n1othc.r. too. refused him 
mo~.;~l sulyx~rt, suspcctirip him of sympatlly to\~t;ircl Protcst:~nts arid 
or ~leglecting ttrc tlutics 01' ; I  Ibm;r~n C:~tholic ~nonarrh.  l..loping 

/Or  greater ~ridepcnclcrice ;11itI pe;icc, as \vcll ;IS relief from his 

111~~1:11ichol>*, l~~~doll'cl~~c:icl~:cl i l l  158.3 to lcavc> \;i(,t111:1 a ~ ~ l  svttle i l l  

I'rilgue. 

l'ragur \v:~s a vcncr;rhle cil\. with a glorious past. In thc late four- 

~ecsntli century. undcr liirlg C.:liarles I\', it had thrived as a cos- 

mopolitan cultural center and a livel!. uni\.ersit!, town. Since thcn 

its glory h:ld clirnrnccl, and i t  had he conic^ sonie\vh~~t provir~cial. Bu t  
i t  ol'li.rctl I~~~dolf'signil'ic:~nt ;~cl\,;~nragc.s. ' Ihc lii11gclo111 01' Bohernia, 

\\fith its four million souls, \vas the niost denscl!. populated, rich- 

es[, and bcsr de\felol~ed region in central Europe. Bohemia was 

;~lso morc rcligio~~sl! diverse and tolerirnt than Austria, ancl f:trthcr 

ai$.:ly from tlie Vatic:ln ancl the pope, \\,horn I4udoll' profoundly 

tlisliliccl. 13olicvni:t's n~o~.rnt i~i~ls  ~~rovidc~cl gret1rc.r prolcction :~gai~ist 

thc* Ottoman armies than dicl the opcri I-lungarian plains leading 

to l'icnna. And being removed From his I'arnily \vas a m;~.ior boon. 

k \ / l i c~~ I3~1c~o~~ '~ ' i r s t  c:~riic to l ' r : ~ g ~ ~ e ,  t11e cit!, \V;IS l)oth crrcha~it- 

ing and rougl-I around the ecigcs. Lying in a 1)ro;lcl basin fornmd by 

a bc11d OF tile Vltava River, i r  is frir~gecl I)y gent.l! sloping hills. The 

denscl!. settled right banl; of' the r i ~ ~ e r ,  with its slzyline of numcr- 

011s church spires, tvas home to thrrc districts. The  Old Town 

\,V;IS i ~ i ~ ~ : r I ~ i t ~ ~ ~ l  l)!! ric:l~ 1);1trici:111s rclsicli~~g iri ~~;rrrow, 1i111lfis1oi-y 

niciPalit~ with marlict squares, I)ooths, storelio~~scs. and counting- 

houses. On the ot.her side ol' the Old 'Po~vn stood the cro\vdetl 

lewish ghelto, with its closely I):lcl<ed homes. '1'li;lnlts to Iloliemi:~'s 

tolerance and the f'inancial usefulness of the ]e\vish 

I'raguc tlc\.elopc~tl into t I l c *  most signific;1nt centr:~! 

European ccnter of tIel,rcu~ scholarship and I~u l ) l i sh i~~g .  
On thc Icl't I,a~lli, t l r c .  Lcsser 'li)\\rn ~ic.stled I)cr\veen the- castle. 

,qntl the C:l~;~rlcs Uriclgc. A rc.siclcnti:~l :11rtI S C ~ V ~ C C -   arc;^ 01' t h c ,  C:IS- 

tie, the Lesser Town was thc neighborhood of courtiers and court 

cr;lftsrnen, ir-~cludirrg ttrc largc com~nt.rnil! 01' riorthern Italian 

storlcmasons, hricliI;~vc:rs. st~rcco \ztc)rkcrs, : I I - I ( ~  ~.);~ir~tcrs wliom 

~{~ldalf' h;tcl s~irnmoric~d to Prag~rr t o  rcnoipatc. tlic* castlc. A major 

[ire h:~d tleslroyecl 1nucl1 0 1 '  t l ~ c  Lcsscar 'Ibiv~l iri 1541, SO i t  \V;IS 

abuzz with building actilit!, as niembcr-S ol' the aristocrat!, snapped 

up the vacant lots ancl crected imposing nett. pillaces on this primc. 
real cstalc. 

l'rapue \v;is not large, its rotaling onl!. allout fift!; 

thous;lnd. T'l~ca relocation of tlic irnpcri;ll scat I here I ~ r o ~ ~ ~ h t  nc\.tr 

vigor and gro\v[h to tllc city along \vi~li rioisc, dirt, ancl cro\zrds ol' 

beggars, criminals. ancl prostitutes. The. streets \yere ol'tcn m~~tl t l \ ;  

the squares piled with manure, ancl clian~iels of filthy \'vater ran 

from the court!.ards of';lristocr;~tic resitlences. \A{ith tirnc. li~~doll"s 

presence aricl his patronage of the ;uts and scicnces cvould turn 

Pr:~guc oncc again into ;I c u l t ~ ~ r a l  rncccir ancl  ish her irl  its scconcl 

golden age.. 
\While the city bc~stled with actitit)., Rudolf kept to hi~nself in 

his c ; ~ s ~ l c  O I I  I I K *  h i l l ,  rc~iiov~~cl I'ro111 :ill tliis co~~~rriotiori.  I-Ir:icIca~~y, 

as this district \%.as c;llled, \\as a to\v11 u n ~ o  itself. In  ;~dclition to 

thc royal p:~lace, there stood 1 1 . 1 ~  C:~t l~cdral  of S I .  Vit~rs, tlie resi- 

dence of the archbishop 01' I'rague, and the irnposing homes ol' 

leading Bohemian nobles. 'The might!, ran1p;irts and tlic deep 

S1:1g iVlo:~t (:I dry r:~vi~icn c ~ ~ ~ c i ~ ~ c l i ~ i g  111c l x ~ l : ~ c c )  111;1dc! [ h c !  C : I S I ~ C  



;Ippe:ir inncccssil)lc ancl m,rjcstic. and the s~rrrountling gardens 
1 clodkctl it in :I man1 It. of ]>?ace. 11 was just \\flial 1i~ldoll' \vanted. 

11 [ . A S .  P RI\(; U E D I 11 not remove the t8mperor from the political ~ 
and religious turmoil lie had hopcd to escape. On Christmas Eve 

15c)o a II~~gger agent relx)rted to thy 1 ~ ) r n e  office O I I  thc gro\ving 1 tcnsiorls in thc city. A p ~ ~ a r ~ n t l y  ; I  runror had sl)rc;ltl ; r ro~~ntl  town 

I that C:~tholic priests \\!ere planriing to 1'nrciI)ly occul)!l severa] 
l-lussitt. Protestant churches.* Iludolf, notified of this imminent 

I c-o~~front:~tion. r)rdc,~.cd ;l11 inclt~iry ;trrcI 11ierl issirc.cl il 1~1-0~1iinr;l- 
lion, posted in all public places, c;~lling I;)r calm. 1 3 ~ 1  pc:ople \Yere 

still in ; I I I  ugly ~nootl, ancl 

in all lxlrts 01' I'ragtle tliorr brolie o ~ ~ t  clisturl)anccs. I t  h:~s Ix:en 

ordered that a number of burghers Iiold night-~4.atcli in all the 
suburbs of' I ' K I ~ L I ~ .  Likc*\vise. house-to-l-~o~~sc v~sitation cvas 

carried out in order to ascertain ho\\. man), strange guests thcre 

be ~ v i t h  each citiztrn, I i o \ v  named. I'rom n-hl!ncc~. ; I I I ~  01' \vh:it 

naturc their I)~rsi~li!ss. This had to l)(, rc!portcd to l-lis hll;!jest): 

R'loreo\~er, il \\-as ordered that \vhosoc~ver sllould lino\\, or hear 

of any danger should give, tidings thereof to His kla~jest!, or the 

C:or~ncil. This schcmc rn:l!, Ic~ld to great I~loodsht~cl, theft and 

pillaging, i f l~y  chance a daring murderer or robber malw use 01' 
this rillnor (of  th(. Catllolic t:~lico\rc'r] to st;lrt an  outer!. ancl 

raise clisorcler in thc town of I'r;~gutb. 

'IHussitcs wcrc f'ollo\ver~ o1'j;rn Iius,  ;I religious Icadc-I. Iburnc,tl I'or his herc.~ical 
tcilchings In 1-1 15. A powerful forct. of rrligious clissent in BOll~nl ia  and 
hlloravia, they del~~antlrd I'reedorn to ]>rr.;~ch. Cornmu12ior1 of \vine and brcad ibr 
the laic) ;IS well ;IS pricsts, the limita~ion on property holding by  he Church, 
; ~ n t l  civil ~)uriish~nent of 11rort~11 sins, inclt~tling simor~y ( 1 1 1 ~  buying ancl selli~l~of 
Chlrrcl~ ol'l'iccs). 'l'lie I-lussitc Il1o\*elncnr \$.as ~ h c  firs1 sul,s~;r~l~inl a~~:~clc or1 ~lic 
Iionlan Catholic C;hurcli, ant1 i l  helped ~ ) n v t -  ~ h c  \v;ry I;)r bo~lr t h t ~  1'rotest;lrrt 
Rcforrr~alion and l hr rises of' modern nil1 ionalisrn. 

111 ;lddition to thesc i111c:r11;1l co~~l' l icts,  li~rtloll"s tc.rritoric.s. IIijr- 

ticLllarl!. his I - I L I ~ I ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I  I'rorit ic-rs. \vcrc ~ l i r~ :~ tc !~rc~d  I)!! ; I  rc:nc*wrcl 

Ottoman offensive. As we have seen, ~lir  conf'lict 1)etwecn tht. 

Eurol>eans and the O t t o m ~ a ~ ~ s  \{,as long-stantlil~g, \'itit11 I )o~h  sirles 

secking to cr~1sl1 the "infitlel" ancl gain \li t ; l l  cconomic territories 

shipping routes. 'l'llc Ottomal-IS eyoved a I>eriotl of rc~nlar-lc- 

:, 

/ ,  

an(] S L J ~ I ~ ' I ~ C ' C !  :l 111il~Or l)lo\\' ~ ' ~ O l l i  tht, ~ ~ ~ l r o ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ l i s  O I I ~ ! ~  i l l  l jjl, \+tliC'll  

tllCir I I B V ~  \zas rle~nolislietl at thc I3i1ttlc* 01' I_,c~l~:~nto I ) ) ,  the- klol!, 

League (co~nposed of papal, Spanish. Italian, a ~ i d  oilier European 
: forces). I)cspiti* tht.  rni~ssivcs TLII.I<~sII dc'l.c:;~t. tlic,  ensi ions and ri- 

\talric*s among tht. Europeans I)rc\fc.nt ecl I lien1 I'rorn prcssing I hci r 
\,i(:lory ~ I I I C ~  : I ~ L ; I ~ I I ~ I I ~  ; I  l i ~ s t i ~ i ~  S L I I I ~ ~ I I I : I C ~  ovcbr 111c 0tto111:11is. 1 3 ~  
the earl! 1590s tllc 'li~rks 11:ltl regroupecl a ~ l d  Ijcgan ;I ne\ \  i~ctiun 

Is 
aglinst tllc. Eurol)c.:~~ls, t l~cir l i~ic ol';i~tacl\ sti~rtingnt tllc cloorstc~l~ 

10 I<udolf+s lancls. 

Il~rdoll' was k e n  10 f ig l i t  ~llern. hut h(* c o ~ ~  ltl not do i~ ;~lonc. 

Other rulers witllin thc HoI!. lion~;ln Empire. its well :IS the pope 

a11tl I'hilili 1 1 ,  rcl'usccl to cool)cratcb \vitli l i in~ on his Lcrms or to 

givc their support \\.it  110~11 SOI I I (~  ~ L I ; I ~ ~ I ~ ~ c ~ c ~  of co~itrol over thc \+.:rr. 

AL the s:1111c. tinlc-, poor gcncralsl~il) ;incl s c l ~ ~ : ~ l ~ l ) I ~ s  I ) c ~ t \ ~ \ ~ i : r ! ~ ~  ~ 0 1 1 1 -  

manders on the battlefield I'urther hampered liudolf's mililan. cl'- 

furls. Thcsc sctI):~clis aggric\lt.d Iiin~ i11tcnsc.l~. Al t t lo~r~h  he was a 

religious  noc cl crate \\,lic$n i t  cilnlc to Cliristianit\; h(# !\.as iml)ucd 

wit 11 the traditional I-labshurg zral for crushi~ip thc enemies ol' 

Christerltlorn allcl il~il)~.tuo~rsl!, \\risl~ccl 1'01- c i t l~cr  a con~pl r tc  ific- 

t o n  over the O t ~ o m a n s  or none at all. Insteacl. hc I~ecamc rnired 

in a ~>rotr:~clecl cr)nl'lict I ~ ; I I  lastccl (;)r ;J clc:c,~clc* i~nd  a h:111'. 

liudoll' \vas also clisrressc~d I,!! his l'ailcd pl;~ns to marr!: cvc'n 

though i~ ivas I:lrgely I~is  owl1 f a u l ~ .  His I'alnily - his tnother ancl 

brothers -\\:ere alarmed at  he a l~sencc  of an heir and pushed 

him into \vliat seernccl to I)o tlic lnosl :~c lvant ;~~eous  ~na t ch ,  with 

h ~ s  Spanish cousin I s ; ~ l ~ l l i ~ .  dai1~11tc.r ol' I'liilil) 11. I3ur Iludoll' 

coultl not ;~ l~ id( -  I'allirlg ~ ~ n t l c r  his L ~ I I c ~ ( ~ ' s  ~ I I I I I I ~ ~ ~ : I I C ~  III('III~!I)C'C'. 



' I * I I o  ~~cgoti, lflol~s clr:~ggt!(l O I I  101 l'il'tce~i yc3:lrs. l-;irl:~llv, I s ~ I ~ ~ I I ~ ~  
\\as I ,e~ro~hrd LO l ~ ~ ~ d o l f ' s  yoLIrlger brotllcr Albrecht Although 

Rudolf had let the unlon slip through his hands. he fles. into a 

ragc at the news l e r l i ~ r ~  111tcrly I)c.tr;~yed. I-Ic then triccl LO 

t i ~ c  a marri;lgr \ v i h  blaria clc' Alcclici, dauph~er  of the grand 

dulcr of Tusc,~ny but t h ~ s  match also came to nothing, again be. 
7 ,  c:ltlse of his ~)rocr:istin:~tion 011c r  niorc II (*  was drsol;lte when 2, . . l\/l;~ri;~ rn:~rriccI I-lcnr-!* I\/ 01' Fra~.~ccb instci~tl. .- t 
.Q 

*? Hudolf i in;~l~ilit!~ to tllilrv Iiiid 110thing 1 0  do with his physical 
.. . capacities. l-lc. was t'vell linocvn for his illicit liaisons and 8 

I o l~g -~e rn~  1~1is1ri:ss i l l  l \ :~~l~i i r i t~a  Str:lda, L I I C S  claugt~~er of his fa- 
, ,  

\loritc court ;~nticlt~aq: jacopo Strada. I\n~harina even bore hirn 

 rill chilclre~~ \vho \\fc8r(t I)roug111 111) :II cottrt. The I)rohleni was a , 
~ ~ I L I C I I I ~  I I o ~ ,  i c r l s  s t c ~ ~ ~ l  I u d I s  

childhood. \r.hcn he \\.as sent a\rr;l!. l-rom home by his mother. His ' 

mistrust \\.as csacerbatccl by thc po1itic:il intrigues around him - 

L .  allcl hy his pro1)ensity I'or depression and plranoia. As :l result of 

all these politic;~l and personal dilt'iculties, l i ~ ~ d o l f  grvw more nlo- ' :, 
rests and ~ C I I I ~ V C ~  from thc ~vorlcl. I-le turnerl for solace to his in- . 

L C ' I I C ' C I . C I ~ I I  l ~ t ~ r s i l i ~ s .  

TI I I t O U C ;  1 1  011.1 I H  I S I .  1 ~ 1 ,  ~ ~ r . ~ c ~ o ~ ~ '  :~cti\lc~ly p:~trotii~,(-t~ llic I'itic 
arts and natur;ll sciences. He collected paintings and sculptures 

by t11(* best artists. bought scientific instruments, and amassed an 

i~ l~ l~rcss ivr  collection 01' l'lor:~ a~irl I'r~lcr~a, I)oth :rlive ancl dead. As 
a ~x)\'verful ruler he was expec~ccl 10 set up an art gallery and a 
c i l t ~ i ~ l c ~  oI' \\'onclers in his ~~;ll;ictr, so his collc*cting wits in part 

consonant wit11 I~is  position. Hut it was sp~lrrcbd far more strongly ' . 
h! his insatiiil)le curiosi~!~ and his clLlest Tor la-~owled~e. 

Thanks to ncu. de\;elopments in natural history. the sixteenth 

century was ;I grcat age ol'collecting and s t~~dy ing  a varicty of man- 

m;~tlc~ ; I I I ~  II:I~III.:II ~ r c i ~ t i o ~ i s .  Wi~l i  I I I C  disco\rcry ancl c~xl)loration 

of the Neiv LZiorld by C,ortes and other adventurers, novel birds, 

Rzctlolf 11:s E~iipirc  of lii~o~~derlpe 195 

8 ~,l,.,jlll:l~s, : I I I ~  I > I ~ I I I I S  strc:iil~lrd illto l1111l1l>c~, : I ~ ~ L I R ~ I I C  \~011d(.r : I I I ~  i l l -  

rpiing clli111ges i l l  scientific t I iou$~~.  Unlit tlrcn sclarl;~rs had rrliccl 

the tvorks of Aristotle and I'lint. \vhcrl interprrting nature, but 
, [he inf lu\  o l  unf:~lnili;lr sprcics madr n:nllral scic~~tis ts  re~liinl; tllc 

old syslenl o l  l i~rowlrd~e .  Stirnuluted I,)* encollnters with ixotic 

c r e a t ~ ~ r e ~ ,  the! i)egon to st~lcl! afresh the familii~r ones as \vrll. 

Thca Stviss n:i~ilr:~list Kunrad Gcsncr rc\;olutionizecI the in- 

\,Cs~iplt io11 01' the* ~ I I ~ ~ I I I ~ I I  \vorIcl i r ~  l ~ : ~ r t i c ~ ~ l : ~ r  \v i t h  his 1-1isfo1-ill 
~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ l i l o r ~  (Histon of.Anini;ils). a fire-\~olurnc c n ~ ~ c l o p c d i : ~  I>UI)- 

lished between 1571 and 155H In this r~rassive pul,lication - 4.500 
pages long. \villl nc;ll-ly r ,000 \ V C ) O C ~ C I I I  i l l t ~ s ~ r : ~ ~  iolis - (;(!sricr 

compilrd all that I i i ~ c l  l,ecn arrittcn 011 il~lilni~ls bg i.~~lcicnt slid Inr- 

t l i e v ; ~ l  ;~tl~llors.  :IS \'veIl .IS ; I I I  Ilc I~in~scll '  coulcl Ic;irll Irom thl, di- 

rect s t t ~ c ~ ! f  01' l i \ l ( b  I)(~:IsLs, t11c*i1 sI<ills i111c1 l)o~ivs, : I I I ~ ~  C ~ ~ ; I \ V ~ I I ~ S  ~ I I ~ C !  

descriptions sent tu him l)! corrmpondc~~ts  frunl i~round the \vorld. 

Revcling in thc idc:~ that seeing led tu l:ncnvledgc. Gcmer and his 
~ontellll)or;.il irs placctl nc\jn emphasis 01) empiric.:)l rvicltrr~cc. 

Gesncr d i~ ided  tllc anin1:ils into fivv Aristotelian calcgories - 

rnanimals, four-legged anirnals that l u \  eggs, bil-cls. animals that 
live \v:lt(,r, : I I I ~ ~  sc:rpc~~ts, i ~ ~ c I t ~ d i ~ \ ~  C ~ I . ; I ~ O I I S .  ( 1  lv l > \ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ l  :l  

sixth \lolume. on insects, as \c.ell as a \ ~ s t  I-lis~or-r o i ' I ' / ~ r ~ t ~ s  1,111 

died prcmaturel! 01 p l a g ~ ~ c  in I j6j . i  Cicsncr arranged the ;lnirniils 

sll~l~:~la~tit: :~lly - not an id(:ill systrm, I ~ i t t  ;I srnsil)lr one. l-Ic, IIC- 
gan 11,s discussio~l 01' cacli i~liin~al \ ~ v i ~ l i  its 11~1r1iv it1 111:1ri!~ Iii11- 

guages, then oflerc~d a precise descril~tion and information on its 

t ,~or~~l~c , lo~y,  dit.1, rclwoductio~l, ecology, s ~ l d  (!lict~~ier. ~ \ I ' I V I  th:~t 

he addressed the I>articulur uses of :I given crralllre in ~neclicine. 

ngricultulr, and other spherrs of humi~n ;~ctivit!. In thr  finill sec- 

tion hc consitl(~rrcl the syn~l)olic, allegorical, ancl moral me;lnings 

of the ;i~iimal in tliRSercnt ci\lilizatic)ns, thus pro\liclir-~g its c u l ~ ~ ~ r a l  

history. 

Lllisw Aldro\randi, a n o ~ h ~ r  great naturalist ol' the ape arid the 

: I L I ~ ~ I O I -  of' O r n i ~ / ~ o / o g j ~ ~ c  ( (  ) r l~ i~ I io log~~)  ( I 5')~) : I I I C I  1 ) ~  L ~ / / ~ I I / ( I / ~ I ) I ~ s  
i~zseciis lihri septldtil (SCVC'II B o ~ k s  AIICIUI 111st~ts) ( 1602). dv- 



scribcd to his 1r;ltron. Chrdiniil li:~rl)crii~i (tlw fut tire Ihpc Urban 
\!I I I), his study OS illsects i l l  thc ficltl. 

, .'. . ,. 

\VII:I~ iny lal)ors Ilavc! heen, and to w h a ~  Ir~ilgths I wenl, I coultl I 

wish you t o  judge; ;ind \\'hen I rel'lcsct on the many days I have 

given to this st~id!; iii~d \vl1:11 ~ X I ) ~ ! I I S L ' S  I I I ; I V ~  iiicurretl, I can- 

not h111 ivo~icler 1 1 0 ~  1 ha\4' lwen ; i l h  to obtain l~osscssion of, 

ancl to c*s;iininc!. allcl to  closc.ril)c. s~rch ;I I ~ L I I ~ ~ I ) c : I .  01' 1 i i i 1 1 ~ 1 1 ~  

creatures. 1-or t h t ~  ;tttainnlcnt 01' m\. c~bcct.  1 was in thcb habit 

of going into rhe coiintq I;)r monlhs during thc- sumnler and - 
;iuiunin. no1 li)r rcl;is;~tion, like o~hcrs;  I'or at ~lrcsc. 1ii11es I 
c:ml'loycd k i l l  I I I ~  iirt'liicrlcc, ;is ~vcll as niclrlc.!: to incliicc~ the 

c o ~ i i ~ t r ! ~ - j ~ c o ~ ~ ~ c  to I)ri i lg 1 1 1 ~ ~  S L I C ~ ~  iiisc.cts, \ d ~ t ~ t I ~ c r  \viilgecI or 

creeping, as lhe!~ co~1Ic1 procure. I I I  the I'icltls or under ground, 

and i l l  the rii4cr.s allcl pontls. Wl~cn an!, were I)rought rne, I 
rnaclc inquiries about its name, hal)it, locality &c.  I often, too, 

\vandt~red over the marshcs anrl inoun~ains, accompunic!d by 

m). dr;iughtsrndn ancl am:iriuenses, he carrying his pencil. and 

the![ tlrc~ir r~o~t*l~ool<s. '17hc- li)rrncr IooIi ;I tl~.iiwing il '  cxl)c.client, 

the Iattcr nt~lchcl do\vn to rrqt dictiltron ~i ' l la t  occurrecl to me, 

:iild i l l   his \v;t!* wt. collcctc~l n v;rst \ta~irl!~ of sl,c.cimens. 

C:ollt*cl iilg :l11 cxtcilsivc* ;Issortmcill 01' li\:c ;~ncl I~i.c!scrvctl Liuna 

and flora became essential ~o rhr ric\v approach to natural history, 

I jy :isscn~l)ling l~ i s  O\.\ '~II arr:i! 01' s l~c~c. in~cr~s.  :I scl~ol ;~r  Iiild linnwl- 

edge at his fingertips. /Is rial ural lliston t~lrned into tllc passion 

of I he ;IRC, r~tlcrs eager to I,(. :it thc I;~lehorit of scientific inquiry 

11c.gan to iiinass I heir collcctioils ofanirrlals, minerals, l>lan~s, 
ancl othcr natur:il mar~~cls .  Iiuclolf c;igcrll' c.rl~l)r:rcccl this trcnd. 

OS course sistecnth-centur!. natiil-a1 his ton \22s not yet "pure 

science." hatlire \vas still viccved al)o\!e all as a manifestation of 

divine creari\,it~.. .Ancl man's 1)Lrrposc in stutlyinp i l  was to rnanrcl 

at (;ad's ir~genuit!: As I hc h ~ i i n : ~ ~ ~ i s t  C:io\.anni I'ico clcll:~ h4 irantloli~ r 

L 
L 
S t\trolc 111 111s Or(it~o~t o ~ r  i/lc /)ig~ritj O / A I ( I J I  (1-$0), al'tcr crc:itirig 

[h(> \vorld cincl ~~opiil;iting i t  \vi th :rnim;il l i l i ,  tlic [Iivinc /\rcllitcct 

d410ngcd for a creature which might comprehend the meaning of 

, so v;lst , I I I  :rcliie\!ei~~c~nt, ~vhich n1i~111 IIC* rnovctl with love ; i t  its 

beaut!~ and smitten \\-it11 a\cc at 11s grandeur." 'The French natu- . 
f l 

r a ] i s ~  I'irl-re I3elo11, in his j\r~[ti~rlil tfis~or\,  ($ I3ir-h (1555)~ CO[>- 

\. tendctl that i t  12~;1s one ol' the c1iic.S duties of' a well-brcd man to 

ilnl>r(lv(* 111s ~ .~ i~cIc~rs t i i~~t l i i~g  (11. l l i c -  ~ii~ivt:rsc- 111, st~iclyii~g :irlrI ild- 
1. 
l mjririg C;od4s creations. Antl tlic I~r~glish clcrgyin:in ~ L I I I I  n;~lul.;~list 

~ d u ~ : l r d  ~ I i ~ ~ ) s e l l  promotecl tlir stud!' 01' nature :is a to salva- 

' tion. In his I-lisiorir~ l:orrrc~-l;oored I:rrisius nnd Scr)7crrts (1007), 

i ~ r ~ ~ ~ c ~ t l  t11;it (;ocl savecl the ;inirri;lls f'rom rllc I'lood in ortlcr to 

allo\,\! hun~;lns ;iccclss to t l i \ i i i c .  gci~ius. "SIII.~.~!: i l  \vas 1'11s 111:it ;A mar-I 
miglll gaincb out ol'them ni~ich krio\vletlpc, sucll as is inlprin~c.rl in 

l 

theill I,!: nalurc. as a sp;~rli 01' ~ I I ; I I  gi-cat wistlon~e \ ~ v l ~ c r e l ) ~  t l ~ c . \ ~  

-'ere c rca~ed ."  

Iritlc:ed, th r  stui!; of Nc1al.1'~ a rk  servc~cl as :I inajr~r inspiration 

for collecting animals, both live and pi-esenled, and for classiljring 

thcn-I ;IS n slc.l-, to\\l:irJ ;~tl;iir~ing t l~ i s  t r~ i c  l i i~ io \~ l cd~e .  Sistcc*nth- 
and sc.\~entccnth-cc~11tuy- i~aturirl I>liilosol>liers \\:err engrossed b\. 

r the :irli. ' l " I - ~ c + ~  \v ro~c~ trct;itisc*s ailcl 111:~clc- c.l:il)or:ltca calctiliitioirs t r y -  

ing to figure out its size and design, composition and organiz;ition. 

R I I I  1 0  I.(*-crcatc i r  S ~ i 1 I y  oilc, ;dso h:~d ro ~ i i i i  :I coml)lc.te ~tllder- 

standing ol' the species o f  aninl;ils. t h c i r  sizes, habits, diets. and 

life cvc,lcs. /\lciro\r:~ntli, \v110 ;issc~n~bletl one OS the most fi~rnous 

natural histor! cc,llectioris of his cl;i!,. \\r;is callcncl a "second .Noall." 

Rirclolf, sl,~in.etl in part by his desire to gmsp the ~\!onderful va- 
riet!: I)ea~i~!,, iintl I,nrl,c)sc. of tIi\fiilc c~-c~:itio~l ailcl i l l  I):ISI l)! his 

wisll 10 esciil)~' his I-wliti~:~I ancl I ~ c r s o i ~ ; ~ l  I~rol)lcms. ii\lidl). 11~1nted 

for specimcns from e\fer\. l>ossil)lc sourcc-, t l c  cnlistcrl mercll:~nts, 

wilh their f'ar-tlung cont,icts, to seek o ~ r t  diverse creatures, urged 
' 

his diplom:lls to acquire :lnim:ils for him from clistai~t co~111~rir.s.  

kcl't a11 vyc. on rarcb 11e;isrs P r o ~ ~ r ~ d  by c)tIicr riilers, :Incl tried to 



c:tjolcl lhrm to cctlcb the cl.e:tltlrc*s to hinl. I l is IILIII~C'I- ('or cxotiC 

fauna had no I~ounds, and hc  spared no effort or expense to as- 

seniblc a complete colnpenclium o f  it i n  Prague. 

TII I: I *.c 11 I:AS r n rr A R ITI I; t:r;~ffir 10 the Nc*~f  \1\;orIcl. AfriCil, 
and  Asia ch:~nneled ;I stead\ stream ol' nc\v I>ircls and I)casts to 

I!,r~rol)c. ' l ' l i (~~~ i i ro~~scc l  : ~ s ~ o r ~ i s l ~ ~ ~ ~ e r l ~  '111cl dcliglit i n  sor~ic:, greecl 

:111cl c o ~ i ~ l ~ c ~ ~ . i t i o n  l'or ~ \ v ~ ~ c r s l ~ i ] ~  in (~tlictrs. \~!~lic~~l l l i c  I ' o ~ ~ t ~ ~ u e s ~ ,  

hailing set out i n  scarch of gold. returned LO 1,isl~on \v i th strik- 

ingl). colorc!tl parrots allcl ador:~l)lc 11i011li(*~s I ' r o~ r~  South 1\11irrica, 

111casc. inst;tntl\r I )c .ca~~~c.  p-izctl commotl i~ies. 11)  1527- I\~I;I~cII;II~ 
I ) r o~~g I i t  l~onic. stu1'I'c~cI I~ i rds  ol' I~aradiscb, nati\,,e to Nc\v  C;~~inc*:i ;-tnd 

. . the. I\~O~LICC:IS. I hc:sc (!l hcre:~l  crc,:~t~.~rc~h I;iscir~;t~c:(l t l i r  I i~rropeans 

ancl ~ n a d c  thcm eager for more. \\'hell l i l~cltr l f 's uncle I'hilip 11 
addcd the throne o f  I'ortugal to his possessions in 1580. he*  inher- 

iiccl ~ t s  trad1118 posts in  5raz1l. t l ie East Indrcs, and India. Me 

enchanted his daughters bacl; i n  hladr i t l  w i th  nc,\\;s o f  the arrival 

i n  L-.isl>on ol' ships Fro~m India loaclecl \vi ih ~)rtscious spices and 

S:IIILIIOLIS ;111i111;1ls~ i ~ ~ ( : l ~ ~ d i ~ i g  : ~ n  c Ic> l ) l~ :~r~t .  still ;I great rarity i11 

thc. \,\/est. 

'I'hr Fuggcbr I)anliing I~oust. :tdded exotic anim:rls to its I>ortfolio. 

AI /lrit\z*crl> - E ~ ~ r o p c - ' ~  major port. \vl l ich rc~cci\~ccl s l i i pmen~s  

from ilround thc \'\rorld - it  set up  nest to its I~usiness offices a 

lk~rgc- g:1rc1~11 1'1111 OF c;~,gc>s \\thc~rc~ I ' o r c ~ i ~ ~ ~  I>~;ISIS c o ~ ~ l c l  l ) c *  LCIII- 

por i r i l !  k e l ~ t  I)eSc)rt. I jc ing solcl to collectors across E ~ ~ r o p e .  The 

businl~ss \\f:~s so  brisl i  that the. ,4nt\\rerl~ branch rr1anagc:rs com- 

p l ; i i ~~cd  10 tlrc, Iiei~cl ol'l'icc in  ALI~SI)LII .~ 01' ~ I I c ~  I;t~.ge :II~I-IOIIIII 01: 
\\fork in\~c) l \~cd i n  l i a t~d l ing  "nionkeys" From India, N r i c a ,  and 

SOLII~ America. In Amstcrdanl the Du t ch  East India Colripany, 

founded i n  1602, bui l t  special \varehouses and stablcs on  the 

q ~ ~ a v s i d e  to hold exotic creatures beforc. selling thcm of'f to an en- 

t l l ~ ~ s i ; ~ s t i c  i ~ i ~ c * r ~ ~ ; ~ l i o ~ ~ ; ~ l  clic!r~tc~lc!, (Flql~(s COIII~~III!! :~ lso 11:1cl ; t ~ i  in-  

terrncdian. animal depot at i ts colon!, on I he Cape of' Good I-lope.) 

bl  

1, ~ f i ; ]c;~~it~~l i i lc*,  l . )~ r~c l i  SCYI c i ~ l > t : ~ i ~ ~ s  r c t r~ r~~ i r l y ,  fro111 cIist:111t vo j~ i~gcs 
' dirpl:~yed t h r  ;~nimals the), b r e ) ~ ~ ~ l i t  bilck for :I lucr i~ t ivc  f e e  I t  \ ~ a s  

, thalll<s to Du tch  tradcrs that l iudo l f  oht:~ineci the first live cas- 

so\v;lry ever 10 conic to Europe. 
The casso\var).l is a large, flightless bird that cl\\lells i n  the trop- 

ical Sorests 01' Aus t r i ~ l i : ~  arid i l l : \ \ .  Cuinci~. I t  has glossy blacl i  

plon~ape t l i i ~ t  loc) l i~  l i k r  thic l i  Iii~il: i~ l)riglit blue ~ i cc l<  wit11 :I l ) a t ~ h  

brilliant rest1 skin on the nallc, ancl I\VO long rcsti ~vatt lcs dan- 

I 11 r o t  4 do111c:c1 l i o r~ l y  II~IIIICI r isc:~ 3101) its i ici~cl. over th(* 

eyes and beak. giving il its name. \uhich derives l'rom thc I'apuan 

cj,orcl meaning "horric.el head." 'I'lie I)irtl uses this helmet to push 

asiclc> \iegct:~tion :IS it rur-IS t h r o ~ ~ ~ h  the rain 1;)rc$s1 \ w i t h  its hcacl 

lIcnl d o ~ v n ,  l ~ ' h c 8  casso\r,ay's SIOLI~, I~o\z,er l '~~l  legs c11d i n  long, 111rcc.- 

toccl I'cet. 'l ' l~c, ir1nc.r toc has ;I clc:lell\ 4%-incli- long spiky cIo\'\,, 

ivhich thc I ~ i r d  uses I'or cleScnsc.. 

Rudolf's cassowary had had c l ~ ~ i t c  an adventurous lif'c. It made 

its I'irst recu~cled appcarancc o11 Deccnll)er 4. 159h, as a gift frorn 

the kine of lava to a Du t ch  ship captain sailing in search o f  spices. 

Then bird, ho\vcver, cv;~s "as m i ~ c l i  a strariger to t l ie inh i~h i tants  o f  

Jav:~ ;IS i t  is nc\a; l;)r LIS," r c -~~ l i~ r l i cc l  III(. I.'rcncl~ scicnlisl Cartrlus 

Clusius. Thr king ol'Ja\fa hacl probably r e c c i ~ ~ e d  the casso\var?. ;is 

a di l~lomatic ,gift. altllough I'rorn whom i t  is no i  rccordcd. Given 

the r:trity and the sl~c.ctac~~lar ;lppe;lr;lncc of' thc  creature, the 

king rnust have figurc!d ttial i t  \\~oulcl m;~l\c an  esccllent good\\;ill 

ol'(.e:rinl! to 1l1c. I)~ttcJ.i tr:~dcrs, I<I~OIVII 1'01- ~ h c i r  I'iel-ce conduct i n  

the East I11dit.s. T h c  I>utcl i  glatll!: acccpled the. I)il-d arid managecl 

to presenre i t   live ancl i n  good health on the long journey home. 
3 

I h(- casso\v:lry disc.~nl)arl<c~cl ill A~nstc~r t l ;~r i i  i n  J ~ r l y  1597. 1;or SC'V- 

era1 n ~ o n t h s  i t  \$*as put on displa!; ancl locals and foreigners pass- 

ing ~ l i r o u ~ h  the bus[ l ing port gawkctl :it i~ - I'or a fcc. After its 
' 

novelty had Lvorn 01'1' a bit. it \rras solcl I O  COLI~II Ceorg G l ~ r h a r d  

von Solms. \ iho collected animals i n  his park at L a  Haye. 

LVIic:n ncb\\ls ol'tI1c1 ~-c~rni~rk:tl)lc I)il.cl rc,:~chcd I l ~ ~ d o l l ' ,  I ic at oncc 

undertook to sec~l rc  the fasci~iat ing stranger for his menagerie. 



Did i t  ol'lkr him x)mc conv)lation h ) n i  tlic rilgcs lie Iblt 
Ilc;lring [hat his l~ricl(~-ur-lr lsabcll;~ hild ~ I I S I  Ilccn betrothed 1, 

his brother hlbrecht? I(odolf threw great cffort into obtaining the 

c:lsso\v;lry c : ~ l l i r ~ ~  o n  :I loc;ll clcrkc to hell) ~)ersLrilcle tho count 1.0 

give thc. hird to him. Kudolf ma!. \\,ell have expected a trulv hn- 
t:lstic crciltttr~, 1-'or rtlrnors s;~id that the strangc "Indian" hird ;,le 

cn-ll~ers and rc-cl I'irc. I:our r~lonths I:~tcr, the cassowanr ;irriveCl i n  

I'ri~g~lc:. I t  did 1 1 0 1  l ) ~ ~ ~ l i  ~ I I  C O ; I I S ,  I I L I I  i t  \\liIs a S ~ C C I ; I C L I ~ : I ~  ~pclci- 

Illrn. \ \ i t11 its Ior~g col)alt I~luc~ and raspbcrr!- red neck. \r.hicli was 

visible i'rom aflr in the Koy:rl Garden, and its ro~rndecl helmet, 

gijring i t  rvg:rl lii~utrur. Hudoll' \\,as thrillcd a-ith his :lcqttisition, 

g e ~ i c r o ~ ~ s l ~ .  rc \~ , ;~rd i~ lg  tht' co~rrtiers \\lho tlclivc-retl i [  to hirl~. 

I~~1doII'\2*;1~ IIO\ I .  1 1 1 ~ '  0111y 11i;ln in Ii~rrol)c* to ~ ~ o s ~ ~ s s  S L I C I ~  a11 CX- 

tr;lordi~~;lq p c ~  'lir honor :~nd  s : ~ f e ~ ~ ~ ; l r d  his d i ~ t i n ~ ~ t i s h r c l  animill, 

Ilc. r ~ ~ c t c - d  in ilic Kosi~l Carclrn an imposing a\riiir!, espcciallv inr 

tlic 1ndi;ln bird <+nd engagecl the l ~ i ~ i n ~ e r  13artholorna~1s Beranek 

to decor;rtc ihr casso\\~:1ry's llotnc with pretty p i c t ~ ~ r e s  - perhaps 

c\,ocatio~is o f  its natural habitat. \,\'bile the cmpcror \ifils clearly 

c.latcd, i l  is I I ; I I . ~ ~ C > I -  to Iinow I~o\if 11-I( .  casso\varv \\!:is in i t s  
Ircs ;~l)otlc or 11o\\ Io11g [lie tropicill creat~rrt' las~c-d in the tvintr). 

I ) I . ; I~LIC c * l i ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ( * .  By 1007 i t  \\<:IS listcc1 :IS :I stufl'c!d sp(~ci111~11 i11 

R~tdolf's k' lozsfk~~~n~zer. Xot quite as splendid in death as in life, 

i~ \\*;IS slill :I \!;~llral,lc- s:~n~l)lc*  ha^ c.o~~ltl 1)c- s~~ltlic-el 1i)r its hotly 

struclurc. plumage. and distinctive f aturcs. 

Ii~~cloIl' I\?:IS ;~lso clcliKlitc.cl to src:tlrc :I clocltr - vcr\. lilicly [ l ~ c  I 

I'irst li\ic one to reach Europc. This ga\+!li!r and dcfenselc.ss bird 

\v:~s disco\*erecl I)y D11tch sailors on thc islr~nd of' I\/lauririus or1 

Sel~rcti1l)cr 18, 1598. Iiivc 11111cIi ships had conlc upon this ~ ~ n i n -  

1i:iI)ited island i r r  thc 1ndi:lrl C)ce;ln \r~hilc~ I i c a d i ~ ~ ~  for the E:lst 

Indies. Alier landing, the sailors spo~ ted  ;l strange bird \\,addling 

:irollnd ~ h r  island ancl showing nr) signs of [car at their approach. 

I l ~ c  und;~lrntecl creattlrr had :I hea\y+ tlngiiinlv body stul)l)!~ wings 

too sni:~Il [ o  l i l ' r  i t  otl' 1l1e gro~~ncl ,  :irltI a l;irge t~e:~l< sli;~pcd lilw ' 
a lohstcr cla\v. Originally the dodos, or ralher their ancestors. I 

probi~l)ly did fly 1,111 arhcn the! I;~ndcd o n  h d ; ~ ~ i r i t i ~ ~ s  and l i ) ~ ~ n d  
' ,,lcr1ly ofhtrcl .lncl I I O  pwtl:~~ors, tllcy evolved I I I I O  g r o ~ ~ ~ ~ t l  tl\c~cllcrs. 

~ccus to lned  to their comfortable life 017 the ~sland,  clodos h,~d no 

idea that the newly :~rrivetl E~~ropeans  wcre :I cl:ingcro~rs sl)crcies 
I 

that \vould pounce on them :incl turn thcni into a11 cas!' and 

tastjl lneal. 

One coultl well t i ~ ~ d c r s ~ ; ~ n t l  the cxcitcmcnt ol'r he I)~itcIinic-n - 

01' r : ~~~c ic l  nicat :ind s~a le .  n~;lggo~-c*;~lcn / ) i s c ~ ~ i t s  -joyl'~~IIjr 

plucld~~y t11i. I~izarrc. birds I'rom ~~nclerl 'oo~ i i ~ l c l  s a \ ~ o r i ~ ~ g  their I'rcsll 

meat, even as they tried to puzzle out what these creatures werc. 

A misturc 01' scicl~tific pc*rplesi~!r and g;~stt-o~iomic ('is:~tior.~ per- 

vades all 1)utcIi accounts of' the tlodo. I:lrst conl~niss:~r Jacol) \!:In 

I - I ~ ~ I I I S I ~ ~ ~ C . I <  clcscril)e:d i t  10 t h c .  l ) c s~  01' I~is  aI,ilily: " ' l ' l1c~c.  is :llso 

ttlerc- a kind of bird the size of a goose, \\,liict~ has legs as those ol' 
' 

an ostrich orld fcct ol'an eagle. allcl :I vtrrv large ILeali. . . . I t  Ii;ts : I  

few fcathers in its legs, its ij~ings ;ire like thosc. o f  jackda\\; the!, 

arc \,cry fat : ~ n d  their leg!,, onct. dc--fe:~therecl. :Ire V(,I-!* p.oocl. I~u t  

their skin a bit t o ~ ~ g h . "  Helmsman He!rr~drick I)irrcckscn lolincli 

jot~ccl c1oilrti in his cli:ir!.: "R4orc~o\lcr \.v(. I'ountl I:I~-gc. I)il-cls \vllosc 

wings ;Ire [he size ol' those of pigcwns. ol' the Iiil~d th:rl cannot II\. 
and tlrat t h c b  Port~rg~~csc. cirll pir~gouins. 'I'hcsc. hircls I I ; I \ J C  a slom- 

ach Il~reast] so large that L L V ~  men can make a ro!d ~nca l  out of 

i t ,  iin~l i t  is ;~ lso  111oir t:rsticst 11;rrt.'' A~lotlicr llclmsman, I'l~ilip 

Grinimaert, echoed t h r  culinan~ thcrllc: "'Thew \vcrc also Iit:t-e 

big hirds, the* size of larnl), ancl \\fe :ILO then1 c-qu;~lly; \vc called 

[hem 1)ocdcrssc.n (docloor I)cing ;I  I ) L I I ~ I ~   lord I;)r a sluggisl~ pcr- 

son]." This may h:~\le heeri the origin ot'  he riirnie doclo. 

Wllcn t h c ~  I )u~cl l  rcttir~~ecl to Arnsrcrtlar-n i l l  Iiltc. ILII!, I jc,c,. IIIC*!! 
app:lrcntly 1)rought aboard a live. dodo. I t  says m ~ ~ c l i  abo~it  the 

scientific p:lssion 01'  the :Ige (allcl thc. I>rofit to be tlcrivetl 1'rom 

selling foreign fauna) that the sailors clid not eat the bird along 

the wl;iy. Such il I'atr certainly I,efell man!r csotic anirn:rls or1 

homc~vilrcl journeys as li)otl suj)plies tl~\,intllcd :~ntl S;~scin:ition 

with tllcir slrangericss d~rllcd. Orlce 1I1c clotlo re:icl.lctl Eurol~c. 



I3~1clolf ~ L I I I I I W ~  a[ 111c ~ I I : I I I C ~ '  to 3~1~1  i t  to his collection, ~ ~ r o l ) ~ l ) l  
Y 

buying it from a Dutch merchant who sold him other animals, in- 

cluding birds of p:~r:rdise. 

Did thc. dodo pl-ovide a n  uplifting clistr;iction from the ami- 
eties and Scars Rudolf felt at the approach of the millennium, 

f'cclings lh:~t wou lcl soon j ~ ~ t s h  him o\lcb~- t he eclge? Ag;r i l l  he asked 

onc of his court artists to 1):lint the uncanny cl.c;lturc: [or his con,. 

~ ) cv id i~~r r~  01' L I L I I ~ ~ I  illustr:~~ions. (Ill~rstrations of' ;lnirn:~ls I>ecame 

i l l  this cril :I cruci:rl c:oml)ol~cnt ol' 11;11~rral his~or!. s ~ ~ l d i c s  

they supplied valuable lisual data. As Konr:~d Gesner wrote, the 

rc.:ldcr of l ~ i s  Historirr A~ii~~tcilirrrll coillcl looli ; i t  the cc'oodcut in1- 
ages of 111cl al-~imals Ire, disct~ssccl n,hcrc.\ler I I ~  I)leasrd, \ ~ t i e r c ; ~ ~  

the :~ncicnt I<o~iii~ns could sec exotic bcasts or~l!. Sor the duration 

oC the garllcs.) Liltcnly ~ ~ s i t r g  this pairlting as his rnoclcl, C:arollls' 

Clusius 1n:lcIe a printrd image of tllc. dodo, thus hringirig it for 

the first tirrle to the. cyes of' Europeans. I-lc includccl i t  in his 
Exoiicorlir~t 1ibl-i decr!~rl ( ' l ' e~~  1300lis ol' Esutica), a11 up-IO-date and 

extremel!. influentii~l presentation of 11c\\. anirn;~ls ancl plants pub- 

lished in 1605 :Incl based in IxIrt on Ruclolf's nicnagerie. 

I I  is ~lnclrilr ho\4, [lie clotlo i~c l j~~s~c~c l  to ils I I C ~ M .  l i l in  in I'rague. 

13y 1609 its cml)almcd I~od!. ;~lso residcd in Huclolf's K~rrr.stluu?zmcr. 

The 1nort:llity rate ol' exotic :inin~als and birds \\'as tragically high 

oncc they I~ild I~ecn  tr;~nspc~rtc.cl 10 ~1111':1niiliar clirnatcs and fed in- 

a~propriate food. I<udolf probal)ly mourned the demise of his dodo 

as 01' his o111cr singlll:ll. IjeLs, 1,111 i t  sccms he ivas Illorcp rnotiiratccl 

l>!* a collector's zeal ;11id sciclltil'ic cllriosit!. th;r~i :I decl) love I;)r 
the animals. He clearly found them as I;lscinatinp and ~lsefill when 

lhcy were i l l  his rnc.rl;lgcric, 01, his avi:~rics in t I i c 8  I<oy:~l (::~rclen :IS 

\\:hen they passed into his antholog>. of preserved specimens in- 

side the I'rague Casllc. h'ot that Ruclolf did riot carc \vIiether his 

animals were. dead 01- alive; he looliecl for living beasts First and 

ivas mesmerized by them. Rut his intcllrctunl interests led him to 

pri~.c~ S L L I I ' I ' C ~ ~ I  c:I'CiiI tIr(%s, loo, I)(T:ILISC~ 1 1 ~ 1  c:o~~lcl g;111icr 1i)orc3 of th<!111 

than of the live ones, cnabling scholars to dnt\j. \vider conclusions 

cxlinct only a huntlrcd years after its discovery. having fallen 

.patl~ctically easy \ / i c ~ i ~ n  I O  t l ~ e  appetites ol' ~ 1 1 ~ 1  Eurol)c.:~t~s \vho 

1:lnded on R,lauritius and tlic cats, rats, and pigs the) brought 

, B  :1Io11g. 
I<~~dol f  c o ~ ~ l d  more rcadil!, oh~ain  c.sotic birtls than mamm:~ls 

for I~is mcnagcrit. I)c.ca~~sc I)irtls \vcrc. vasicr to I~rir~g to Izuropc. 

S11il)s l-eti.11.11i11g I ' I . I I I I I  tile New. \~\~orlcl, :IS ~vc t l l  : IS Sro111 lhcb ~ ~ , ; I S I  

Indies. of'ten sailed \\.ith long ro\\'s 01' birdcages almard, hoping 

th:~t their inlnates \vi)~ilcl  stln'ive th(8 journcy and realize :I goocl 
' prol'it. -1'1i11s I I I Y  cbll~l)cbror \V:IS :rl)Ic* 10 ; I L I ~ I I K ~ I I I  his :ivi;~r>r \ ' i ~ i t l ~  

Nc\ \  \\brltl parrots, such as 1)1~1c. rnac;lurs \\.irh ycllo\\. 11rc;lsts and 

sc:lr.lct nl:lc;l\vs t\cith I)luc ; ~ ~ l c l  vcllu\\~ wings, \\rl~ich cnli\lc.nctl 1l1c 

Ro~:ll C;arclc.n \ z ~ i ~ I i  ~ l ic i r  trol>ical colol-S and Io~icl c11attc.r. I-le illso 
- accl~tired lo\:c,l)irds - small I>;.irrots \\fith gret-n-l>luc hodics and  

red I':lces ancl beal;s- th;~r liv(> in ~ x ~ i r s  in tropical /\f'rica ancl 

M;lcIagascar. .And f'rom ,Anlboil~e. in the hloluccas, I ) ~ ~ t c h  Iiast 

Incliir Coln l~ i~n!  mercl~ants 111-ought him a l>~~rple-nal)etl  lor): ;I 

1>:1rr(1I u*i t l~ ;I ~ . c d  I)ocl\.. grcc.11 \\'ings. I)lt.~c I'ec't, allcl ;I I ~ ~ ~ ~ . p l c  " I ~ ; I I "  
allcl \\'in8 tll>s. liudoll' I I ; ~  oric 01' his court artis15 paint ;I portr;ril 

ol' the l o v  chccrf~~ll!. pecl;il~g at a pc;~r. \ rh ic l~  i t  holds in place 

\ v i t h  its cla\\,. Swecst ;111tl nffecl ion;iLe crc.;rtul-CS, lories m;~ltc l~v t ! l \~  

pcts. If  theb portrait clocs not lic, i t  \+ 'OLI ICI  sce1~1 that the ]or!, pot 0 1 1  

c l ~ ~ i ~ c  c:ontc~l[c*clly in I<~~do l f ' s  carc. Thc  cmpt.1-or's salrrloli-cresteel 

cocliatoo - \ t*ith its s ~ r i l ; i r ~ ~  \\vlii~c I,l~rnlagc, orange cl.cbst, aricl 

t)eali \\.hose curved Llpper and loi\ler 1,ortions overlap like roi~ncl 
I scisso~-S - l:~stccl I I I I Y ) L I ~ ~ I  S ~ ~ \ ~ ~ I I  l ' r i~gt~c \,vi~~tc,~.s tli:~~il<s to t Iicl 

drvoted care ol'tlics old \,alc.t clc chamhrc. Christoph Ranf't. \41hc.n 

i t  cliucl in A L I ~ L I S ~  1608, Rar1f.1 rcceivecl a hanclsor~le severance pa!' 
of one huntl~.ccI ilorins "for seven years of caring SW- the lvlli~c p:rr- 

rot and feccling i t  \\,ith thc Sood of its native island [southern 

M ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ; I s ~ . "  

I~udolSts two ostriches had a rougher tirne. 'l'lley \wcrcu I~rougl~t  



['rum Af'ric;~ al)o;lrci u V($l~etian p;~llcy in 1603. Purch;~scd i t - I  Venice 

I)y the e~nperor's i1gent.s. the I;~rgr birds were loaclc-d on cilrts ancl 

~r:~nsported by an overland route via In~lsl)ruck (Austria). tIlen 

transferrccl onto ; I  bo:it :irld t:~licn by bv:lter ~o Linz, unloaclt.cI onto 

a c:lrt again, driven 10 the \rl~ava, and p111 on another boat to 
T < 

1'r;rg~le. I he distance hctwccn I t n i c e  ancl I'rag~~ta is 335 miles, 

1,111 l l ~ c  journc.! I:~stccl ~\venty-eight cl:~!rs :incl tasccl the sl~i~-its "1% 
t l ~ c *  I~irils i i 1 1 ~ I  111c.1r foi~r  i ~ t t c ~ ~ c l i ~ ~ ~ t s .  No1 oliI\+ \\,:IS i l  e s t ~ i ~ ~ ~ s ~ i r l ~  [(I 

IIC~I'I cr:llc.s \ \ r i ~ l ~  t~t!;~v\; ; I I I ~  S I I ~ C S S C C I  birds or1 a~l t l  ol'l' ci~ris antl 

ships, and ~o I ) L I I ~ P  for days along nne\.cn ru;lds and ihrougl1 

nlo1rlit;1i11 passes, bul t l.~e I r;~vc:lcrs :rIso I lac1 to c n n t c ~ ~ d  \yit 1, 
cro\\.cls 01' IOC~I IS  ~ I S S ~ I I I ~ ) ~ ~ C ~  to ga\vli at t t ~ i -  I)izarre creatures at 

O Y ~ I . ! ~  sIo11 : I ~ O I ) ~  t11c) ro111e. Nor clill I 1 1 ~ 0  ostricl~cs C : I I , ~ O ~  :I 1o11~ l i l ' c b  

oncr the! reached the l?lo),al Cardcn. U!. 10c;r the!!. apl~cared ill 

the. in\lcrltor! ol' I : ~ ~ d o l , s  / < ~ ~ I I s I / u I ~ ~ I I ~ I ~ ~  as ~ r ~ e r c  slci~ls allcl I,oncs. 

t<udoll' I)ought at Icast some of his I~irds of par;~dise - cro\v- 

Iilw l~ircls \vith gorgeous ~>ILII I I~I#C ancl ~ . r : i i l i ~ i ~  tail Lather:; only 
as p w s e n ~ ~ d  slwcilne~ls. HIS  supplier in this easy \\,as tllc mer- 

(:t1;111t 1-I;IIIS i r ; l l l  \\;eel!: \vho rt'y:~~I:~rIy solcl I~inl c so~ ic  f:~ulla. T l ~ e  

cIiiI)cror \\.o~lld c\'c'II~LI;I~~!. ; ~ C ~ ~ I I T I U ~ : I I ( *  sh1cc.n s ~ l c h  I~ircls, of dil'- 

I'crtrn~ v;~ric:tics, inclurling t l ~ c  Icing hircl  ol' ~x~raclisc!, \\*it11 a hriglll 

red hod!: ivhite stomach. blue legs, and two long antenna-lilie tail 

fta:~~hers cncliny: i l l  ; I  green spir:~l curl; ;~ncl t h c ,  Icssc$r bird of par- 

;idisc, \\fi l l1 3 bro\vn hod!. ancl long, I~right !lello\j, and \jvhite tail 

plumes. (Roth c:lrne f ro~n  NCM. C;i~irlcl;~.) 

0 ~ 0 r  I I I C  C O L I ~ S ~ ,  o f l ~ i s  rt!ig11 I<udoll"s passion I'or I;luni~ had IIC- 
corne common knowledge. and the 1':ltne of his menagerie sl~reacl 

t h ro~~gho~ l l  [he rc.:rlm. l'hough I I ~ I  o l~cn  to 1 1 1 ~ .  \viclc~r. 1)~1blic. i t  w:~s 

acccssi1)lc to Rutlolf's visitors 2nd ~o sornc \\~c!ll-pl;~ced foreigners, 

who penned ~ C C O L I I I L S  of' t1ici~- iisils to his ZOO. 'l'he collection 

grew ~hanl is  to clirect ~~urchi ises  and gifts. as those \risliing to 

~di.:~sc or collrl 1l.w r:m])cror cvoulcl send Ilim cxolic bc;~sls. 1 1 1  

this \.raj; l i ~ r  exan~ple, clclspite  he Eurol~e:~n war tvi~h tlic- O t ~ o -  

mans, I<~~clolfaccluired several clrorncclaries - very r:~re in ccbntral 

I' ~~1ro l ) c  ;I[ this tir~ic. Ii~rJoll"s s ~ ~ l g c ~ t s  in I I L I I I ~ ~ I ~ ! ~ ,  \vIiich lay clos- 

,g 10 the C)ttoman l:rnpirc, ~)rocurcd tllcse anim:~ls vi:~ T~~r l i i sh  

, inter~nc*diarics and presen~cd t l ie~n to I<tlclolf. \Vhen t l ~ c  English 

rraveler Fyties iVloyson visited Prague in 1591. he counted a 
dozen dron~ctlarics in the lioyal (::lrdcn. 'l'lie!. lrlust II:IVC loolted 

incongrLtous and mi~r\lelous, chewing ~onten i~ la t ivc ly  as they 

strolletl a b o ~ ~ r  thy rrlarlicurccl castle. gro~~rids .  

11 \V;IS lucky that solllc arIin~,ils carnc. 10 l i~~t lolf  for frcc, for he 

spe~it 1111ge S ~ I I ~ I S  1101 o111!, 011 oOliii~li~lg so I I I ; I I I ~  I )C: ISIS  I ) L I I  ; I ~ S O  

on housing tlicm at liis castle. h,lost of' [hi. live animals and I~irds 

li\red i r ~  the Iloval C::~rdcn, ivherc' I:udoll' lilceil I ( ,  prc~n~c:t~adc. on 

llorscbacli I-lis ancestors Ilird prc\lio~~sI\. I ~ ~ l i l t  a sn~all  zoo. I I L I ~  1.w 

p-e:~tI\* ( ~ X ~ J ; I I ~ C ~ ~ ~ C ~  t l l t *  1)1~e111isc~s : I I I ( ~  I 1 1 i b i r  i ~ ~ l l : ~ l ~ i ~ i ~ r ~ ~ s .  '1.11~ l<oy:11 

Garclcn lay ( J I I  the north sitli- ol' the castle and \\*as sep;iratcd I'rom 

i t  by I I I ( ~  Stag k l o a ~ .  \\thcrc, g:lmcl 1l1a1 R~~tlolf  Iilln~ecl li)r diversion 
was allo\\:ed to graze. (Though fascinated b!, esotic creatures. the 

emprror hacl rlo difficult!. Icilling rl-lore corrlmon species for sport, 

and stuffed dcser he:lds abundantl! decorated the intcrior of' the 

~ : ~ s t l c . )  A covered wooden I)riclge led froni the castle to t l ~ c  garden, 

allo\+,il~p Ruclolf to c o ~ n c  allcl go \z.ithout I~cing scbcn, \vl~ich suited 

his ill~roverti:tl I I ; I ~ L I ~ C ' .  I-11% prcbLrrcrI to S ~ J C ~ I I C ~  tinlc i11o1ic~ herc.. In 

addiiion to the deer a r n b l i ~ l ~  around tlw grounds, bull'alo, au-  

rochs, and ccntral Asian sheep \vith c\ll~itc fleece* and black fi~ces 

illld c;irs mlrnched conterltcdl! o n  speci:~lly allocated ~ ~ ~ e a d o \ \ . s .  

Rildolf's predecessors h;ld also I , ~ l i l t  :I  Series of pleasure arncni- 

ties in 111~. p;~rclell. I-lis 11nclc I:c.rtli~~a~lil ~ l ' ~ f i ~ . o l  I~acl crcctc:cl 111c 

Belvedere pa\:ilion at the castcrn cnd of the park, with a large 

11al~r00111 for ~11r~1111c~r~irnc~ c.lancc8 1);rrtit.s. R~~clolf \v:~s I I ~ I  inter- 

ested in s ~ ~ c l i  pastimes. so hc* convcrtccl ~l i r  Uclvc.cler~~ into a n  ob- 

scn!ator)* for 'Iq!~cho 13ralic \\the~i t l ~ c  f:~lllous astrononlcr calllc-. to 

his court at  he iurn of the c c n t u n  Latcr he niade it into n mu- 
seum of scient ific i11strurnc.111~. 

Rutlolf's clcsirc to surro~lncl himself cvith tlic creatul-es of liis 

passiorl contini~cd illside I I I ( :  l ) :~l;~ce. In I l~c. c:~srlc co~lrtyartl, lie 



set ~ 1 1 3  : I  1:1rgc l~c!rch f01' 11is c : : I ~ ~ c * ,  i l  S ~ I I I ~ ) O ~  0 1 '  I ~ C ,  l~loly l { ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
1;rnperor. I)cpictior~s of this raptur \\.err ul,iquitous 011 the inlpe. 

rial insignia, I)ut I < ~ ~ d o l f  tvt:llt to the trouble of Iteeping o live one, 
r 7 I I I C  I ~ i d  r ~ i i ~ t l r  intc:rrlational ~ i e \ \ ~ s  \vlmcn ;I I ' : i ~ ~ c r  agcrit reported 

to the home office that "a short \vl~ile ago, l-lis Imperial h,'lajcsh 

~visliecl to hetakc- himself t.o his ~I~) :~r tmcnts .  . . . T h c . r c ~ ~ ~ ~ o n  tile 
c.;lple, \\,llo has his stand in 111c court!vard I)!. the cislcrn of the  
I'ountain. SIC\\ to\\,ards His blajest!. t l iro~~gli t l ~ c '  corriclor ilnrl into 

Ilis o\~\~Il c ~ I : I I I I ~ ) ~ * I ' ,  '1'1'1~1.c~ LiI)o[l LI 1:11)1~~, il s r ~ o \ ~ ~ ~ - \ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ c ~  t1ovc1 wils 1 0  

Ilc. seen. \$.hereat I.lis A~lajcst!r t4.a~ prcatly surprised. ['or i t  was ~11,- 

Iino\\.n to hirn that ~ rh i t e  doves tvere I)r.ed in t I i ; ~ t  pnrt 01'1 he coun- 
.. 

I .  I I I L O  I ;~~ggcr agtlnt nranlc~lr.d :I[ t l l c .  l~ romir lc~~cc  ol ' ;~rlin~als i n  
l i~~clo l l "~  castle ;rnd t\,onclcrc.d if '  the I)irds' I)cllavior \\,as some 
l:i11cl 01' L I I I  O I I ~ C ~ I I .  

Iiudolf"~ lior~s ;tlso 1ivc.d in closc pro?iimit! to the ernperor. I-le 
\\.as esceetlinpl! IOnd of' these beasts, hating ir~herited his lovc for 
tllcm i'rollr Ilis I'arl~er. Likc i\/laxirrlilian. Rudoll' I;ept a lion in the 

castlc. as il '  i t  \ ~ r c  a domestic cat. arld let i t  pro\irl tllc. corridors 

i111d curl L I I )  l)!. his sidc. to the astorlisli~i~~~mt :111d fe:~r ol'onlooli- 

~ , I .S .  l-lis ot11cr \viId C L I ~ S  ~-(*si[lccl i l l  I I K ,  ldion9s C o ~ ~ r t  i l l  1 1 1 ~ 3  nol-111- 

c.rn 1 ~ r t  01' the Ho\r;rl C;;irclc:~l. M'hen liirdolf first carllc. to I'rague, 

~IICI-r hacl been 21 tvooden animal pavilior~ there. Hc  rrplacccl it 

\ \ f i t 1 1  a stone I~uildil~g wit11 scNvcn I;~rgc enclosures (to:,: 1 ) ) s  r 5 kbct 

each), ii l l  I i~cir~g ei~st ,  \vhicIm Ravc a more comfortable csposurc to 

l~ is  animals I,!. Irttirlg in t h c ~  morni~ip lighl : I I I L I  not o v c r h c a t i ~ ~ ~  

I I I ~ .  c ;~gcs during tile d:~!,. A corridor Icd f'ron~ this I)iriltling to a 

sriiall adj:rcent yard through \\.hieh animal keq~e r s  came to clean 

C:ilg(,s, h r i11~  I'oocl, : I I I L ~  I I I ~ . I I < V  ~ ~ l ~ l ~ r o l ~ r i : ~ ~ c -  I I O ; I I  i~ lg : ~ r r : ~ ~ ~ g c ~ r ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ s  i l l  

t hc. \vintt>r. :l spiral stairc;lsc. in one corner ol' t I I C  courtyard led LIIJ 

to the \~isitors'gallc~-\. c)verlooliing thc cages. f{udolf would stand 

there for long pcriods, adnliring his majestic cats. 

Bct\vccn his af'fection for big felines and their high mortality 

rj~tc, tIi(* c81rll)eror ~ L ~ R L I I : I ~ ~ ~  l)ot~ght 1io11s. 1ige1.s. i 1 1 1 ~ 1  I C ~ O I I : I ~ ~ S .  ' T ~ c  
cost 01' fkvcling a \rllole mcnageric. ol' hungry animals, o n  top ol' 

plyil~g Iilr tlicir I ) L I ~ C I I : I S C  i11ld tliltlSI)ort. will n 11c:lvy 1)urden an 

rile ilnperial treasury and on Hudoll"~ sul)jccts, \ \ ~ I I ( I  were espcctccl 

subsidize it. Upkeep was expensive, as the lions required some 

thirtc.en poulidwf r11ci11 per animal per cl;~y. 
There was, in fact, not always enough mane!! to feed the vora- 

C i o ~ ~ s  t)easts, and the!' were of'ten hungry (Kudolf's wars and 
' 

other ~xpenclitirres drained his I'inances. i~rid IICJ \vas in desperate 

of new sources of wealth.) This nliglit explain \rh\f on 

er:ll occnsio~ls I I I ( *  cll1l)e:ror Il:~cl to rrcorlll~cllsc sc:rv;111ts allcl S L I ~ I -  

jects mauled by his lklincs. O n  Scptmmber 15, 1581. the imperial 
treasLlv was ordered to pay the court I~arber I\,I:~tthaus Schrag. 

the h:~ll~erclic~r I-1:ins I4itlor, ancl all ~lnnarilctl woll~:~n a corllllcnsu- 

[ion for having Iwen ;tttackccl and \ v o ~ ~ n d c d  by the crnpcror's lion 

inside the l'rague C;lstle. The. I);~rbcr s~~r \ / ived  tlic c.ncour~tcr, I I L I ~  
' the 1i:ill~erclier and the \voman died of tl>c.ir \vo~~n( ls .  (Prc~s~~mably  

their families received the paynient. 

R~ldolf's tigers ca~rsed simil:lr problems. 7'hr largest of wild 
cats, adult malc tigers can reach up to c) feet in length oild 660 

pounds. l e t  Rudolf apparently let then1 run ;~ro~rnd  half-liungr): 

1 I 8 0  P i t r  - c r i  of t I i s  I I 11c 

Ebersdorf p:~l;lcc, where l i~~dol l '  corltinucd to 111aintain 111c zoo 

founded by his father - had to pay an inclernnit!. to a blacltsmith 

\vhosc. young child 11:rd hecn ~ . o l ~ n d e d  I,!, a tiger. 'l'lie beast ~ i i ~ l s t  

havc escapccl his cagy : ~ n d  I I ~ ~ L I ~  l)ro\vling t h c ~  13alace grounds 

in scilrch of I'ood. In 1596 the  surgeon Ceorg Scllaller rcceivecl 

twenty floriris to carc for i~notllcr 1100r  l~oy \ v o ~ ~ ~ ~ d c t l  I,! l lis 

h~lajesty's tiger. I t  seems that Hudolf's menagerie. eluded his con- 

trol, jt~st :IS clicl thc IirrRcr Ix)litic::~l rcaln~ Ire- s t r~~g~Ic~cI  to rt~lt!. 111 thc. 

aftcrnlath 01' each animal attack, it must h;l\,-c I)c.cn ncrvc.-\\'racli- 

ing for Hudolf's senp:lnts ancl courtiers to \.\'all; clo~vn the castle 

corridors ancl grounds. \.vondcbring vvllcn they nlight be pounced 

on by a colossal cat. 

Tigers wcrc rarer t.11:1n lio~is, tvhich residccl in royal :111d mu- 

nicipill menagcries t hro~rglioul ELI~OI IC ,  : I I ~  I ~ L I S  \\!ere co~~sidcrecl 
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morcb v;~lual>lc i111d prcsligious I )~ : I s I s .  Thc  S ~ I I T I C  \.\,as true ,of ' i,wed I I I : K ~ ~  thc slwrt :ill the nlorc sl)lc~idid. I i e c a ~ ~ s e  they repm- 

ducecl l~oorly in c;~l)tivir): chee~ahs  had to be contiriuously im- 
I'rom /\I.rica. Asia, :111d 11ldi;l - secm to have bccn of greater ' portrd lion1 Africa LIIICI  Asia, so lhry remained costly and exotic. 
danger to thcmselvcs tIl;ln to IIUIII:II~S. In 1579 a n  Austrian baron ' 

~ ; ~ ~ e ~ l o ~ ~ s o n  wiis v e v  imprcssctl with these rnagnificm 
I>o~tgllt 1\\:0 leopards I;)r IIudolf' for ;I princel! sum of 568 florj 

" 

beasts at Kudolf's hunting lodge: 
(A sistcenth-centuq k ~ o t  soldier was i~:rid 4 florins per mo 

;~ntl : I  vclcran soltlic~~. 8 I'lori~~s.) /\S L I I ( ~  ariimals wcrc I)cillg sl>ippe 'rIlc8 E I I I ~ C ~ O I I I .  I ~ ~ I I I I  [ \ v 0  inclos~~res cvalletl : I ~ C I L I ~ ,  ~vliicli thVy 
~ ' ~ O I I I  \k*~licca to \ / ~ ~ * I I I I ; I .  O I K ~  01' t1ic>111 11tr11cc1 L I I I ~ L I ~ ~  ;111(1 l ~ e g : ~ ~ ~  , c ; l l l  ( ; : I~ (~ : I~ I IC-S ,  O I I C ~  ol'\~vliicl~ is c;~llc*cl Sl(!Il:r, I~cc i~~rsc~  I I I C O  trees 
tcar violcrltl!, at its collilr. It  ril~l~ccl i i t  i t  so l'crociously that ;ll-c+ I ~ I , ~ n ~ c d  i l l  1 1 1 ~ 0  I'ig~11-C OF S I ; I ~ S C S ,  illid ;I lit~lc (;lire housc. 
punctured its o\vn ncck. Then, bel'orc its guardians could come to ' ' ;  therein is lilie\visc t)uiii, ~vith six corners in form<. of a starre. 

Ancl in this place lie kept 1 1  Camn~cls. ancl Indian Ose,  vel lo~;  
I'ic!rr.c.ly O I I  irs It'irsh. 1 1  \vas :I sat1 Ioss, ttiouph I ~ I O I  : I  cornl)lctc o n  ov(:r- 1 . 1 t ~ ~ c ~ c 1 ,  ;111cl Ili~ir!, L I I ) O I I  t l ~ t -  ~l~roi~[c!,  like i~ IAvor~; :111d :l11 
I ~ L I C I O I I '  rccci\.cbcl ollc. live* Ic.ol):~rcl 1'01- Ilis nle~li~gctric' : I I I ~  one llic ~ ~ c I i , ~ n  C::rll'c-. i ~ l r t l  t\zlo Lc.ol)arcls I ; I ~ I I I ; I I I ! ~  c l ic~ct;~l~s*],  ~vhich 
lbr his I\iirisikrr~ri~~c~i: In I 587 hi5  master ol' tlio I I L I I I L S .  \ ~ V ~ l f '  \zfcrc* sirtd to \,c lanics. i l 'sucl~ \vild I)easts ma\. bc t i ~ t ~ ~ c d .  'l'he!. 

wcrc ol' ;r vello\j colour spottetl with blacke, tlic head part]! 
leol~;wds I I I U S U I I ~ '  IS~lglish clog. l i l i r~  ;I lyon. partly l i l i e s  a Cat, tllr tir!.lc. like a Cat, t l l c ,  t~ody like 

a (;rc.yl~ound. ; I I I C I  \krllen the hur~ts-man cvcnt :rhroird. at call 
1'1-i~g~rc C:astle, IILIcI~II"~ chee~ahs  i~rltlc.cl luster to 1.l1c Star Vill ~licjr leaped UJ, I~cliir~d I I ~ I I I ,  sitting upon the horse liliv ;l dog on 
his I1~111ting Iodgc, O I I I S ~ C ~ C '  Praguc. I:criaissancc princes \r*ho coult] ' tlie hi~ider parts; I)erng so s\\d't i r ~  running, as the!, \vo~~ld  eas- 
;tfl'ord i t  kept chee~;ths  as prized h~ l~ r t i ng  accessoric:~. liecn il!, kill ;I El;~rt. 
taltca a t l \ xn~ag .  01' tlrcsc cots' Ilun~irrg cIc~aliiics arid instincts, Incn 

oiler the. cen~ur ies  I i :~cl  ~~c.rfec~et l  ~ l l c  art ol' catclling aclult chee- I'rix('cI arld exotic irl a tliffel-ent W:I). were rut loll"^ :~ll)inos. I n  
tahs in the* \\:ilcl. t a~ l l i l~g  [hem wirl~iti :I l i b \ \ -  niontlls. :~nrl training 160:; I'icrrc Bergeron, upon \*isiting I'rague, noted, "Then therr 
them tv \vork 1vi~1-1 humans. On ~ h c  cla!. ol' thc h ~ ~ n t ,  a c l~eetah,  Mlas ;I menagerie \\fit11 lions, leopards and civcts, :IS \veil as a cro\v 
n1uc.h lilic :I Falcon. hitd its hcnd c ~ \ ' ~ r o d  to lieep i t  fro111 sceing its 1' as wIiile as sno\+:" Like I\'Iontezum;~, Iiudolf sa\v :rll,ino animals 
1)rc-y IOO c:1r1y ; I I I ~ I  1;1Icir~goI-'1';11'~ctr it. l1  \$!:IS IccI to t l lc*  lrrr~lti~ig:rrc;r i ~ s  ~ i~ i r i t c~ i~ lo~ts  11ci11gs ( ~ I I C ) L I ~ I I ,  I ~ : I ~ ~ ~ I ~ I \ ~ ,  11c l<el)~ o111y i1ni1ii~11 pets, 
on :I Icash. in a c:lrt, or on the bacli ol'a horse, \vhcrc i t  sat behind nor hilmans). I-lc had :I live albino r:lven. magpie, ancl stag, which 
the ritlcr. Oncc. nc'i~r irs cluarr): ~ l i c  ;~n in~al ' s  I~cacl n.as ~~ncoiic~-ed,  arouscyl \vondcr in \sisitors. Other k'rrr~s/hr~~rr~ircr specimens that 
and the cheetah sprinted a\vay. 'l'hCn, after i t  Il;td captured the reflec~cd naturc's \.;~riet!r included the foot of ;I sparrobv ha\vk 
desirccl game, the rrainer ~\:oulcI rc.\zfi~rd i t  tvith a piece of meat, I with ttvclve claws, tlic sldn of a Et\vn with t~vo  hcacls, a cluail with 

wllicl~ reinh~rced I I I C  contract bertvc:cn man ancl I)c:rst. 

li~~clolf cnjoycd 1 1 1 ~ ~  tl~rill of tlic ch:~sc. arid t l ~ c  c.lcgance anrl 
~ c o l > l c  O ~ I ~ I ,  coni'usc. I e s  and Ieo~~i~rtIs lxcause of i l l t b i r  similar appear- 

skill \ f r i t h  \vhich his \\'orking ;inirn:~ls - llors<:s, doRs, and  faI- 
. , ancc. 'l'Iic.\ arc r\vo distirict sl,ccies, and chcetal~s were ~ h c  olies tr;~incd ro h u n ~  

cons - played their par1 in thc hurlt. I-Iis cheetahs' grace and : i r r i t I i  men. 
. . . . 
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tliree legs, a worm \z.hosc tail I)losson~ccl into :I I~rancl-I, and otIler 

marvels. When lie could not obtain actunl prodigies, live or prc- 

served, Iiudoll' got drawings ol' them to n~alce his collection .,, 
complete as Among the most remarkable of these re,'- ,:c. 

resentations W:IS lllc portrait of I'edru (;onzales and his childmn! 

C:onz:~les. I~orn in I 544 on Tenerife in the C : ~ n a n  Isl;~nds, \va 

:~l'flictecl ~vi th Ilirs~~t.isni. the congenital occtlrrcllce of ;ll)nonual '. 

hair ,gro\4'th o\vr o ~ ~ c ' s  ~ ! I - I I  ire I)ocl!,. I >cc.l.~.~c.tl ":I I I ~ ~ ~ ; I C L I ~ ~ I I S  \vorI( (,l' 
nilturt." Ilc \\,as shippecl as a I I ; I ~ I \ .  io I:rancc, to tile co~1t-l of King 
I-lcnnf I I. Il,ducaled by l.l.lc liing :111d "rc,iccting t l ~ c  custonis of his 

n;~ti\te la~itl" (his I~arbaric \z1:tys. pres~~~r~i~l) l ! . ) .  C;onzalcs studied 

I'i11c. :lrts ~ I I I ~ I  I . : I I I I I  i111c1 I I ~ ~ ; I I I I C  ;I I I I ~ I I  01'  I ~ I I C ! I . S .  AI'lrr his row1 

p;~tro~i  diecl, (:onzalcs rno\~ed to the Nc~tl~crI;~~icls. \wl~c.rc arou11~1 

I ~ O ;  hc n~arriccl : I  I,erI'i.c~I!, nu r r~~a l  \voman - ;I lather attractive: 
I ) u tc t~  girl. 'The couplc Ilad four children; ~Ilrcc 01' them inlieriled 

tlicir frlthcr's hirsutism. 
I Jcca~~sc  oi' I l~c i r  m;~r\~clous :Ippear ; I I  ICY,  the. conzillcs fnrl~mil~ 

I,ccanie international cclcl~rities and \vercB paintccl h! sc\,eral artists' 

I'or I~rinc.c.l!* coll~.ctors. I I I  thesc~ l~ortrilits I1edro : I I I ~  his Ilairy chill 

drcn \vc.rc, dcpictcd as nol)ility - drvssc-d in O ~ J L I ~ ~ I I I  i~ristocra~ic 

gilrmenrs - hut \vitIi 1'~1rry, ar1iln;ll-lilic hlccs. 'lylic~ liltlc girl in 1):lr- 

titular- 1ool;ed like a prclty cat dcckcd out in h u n ~ a n  clolhing. ?'hc 

strangclncss of tlicsc pcol~lc - 111c \\.or~drous \\.a!. in \vliich they 

L ~ ~ I ~ I I I ~ I I C ~ C I  a ~ L I ~ I L I I . C ~  L L I I . ~ ~ ~ ; I I ~  spirit \vi tI i  alii~l~ill-lilit- I~oclit's - 
\\,as heiphtenetl I)\. the ir~clusion in sonlc of the portraits of their 

11101 Iicl., :I l ~ l c : ~ s i ~ ~ ~ ~  S I - ~ I O O I ~ I - S ~ ~ I I I I C ~  wo111:11i in siti~plcr i~ t t i r~ . '  

As the ~l;~turalists of ~ l le i r  da!. sa\,\, it, <;onzales and his children'. 

\vcSrc tlic c ~ p i t o ~ ~ ~ c ~  01' clivillc. crc;ltivit! 13y aclding their oortrait to- 

llis collection ol' I : I L I ~ ~ ,  I<~~doll'a~~gmcrltc:cl its c~lcyclol~c~clic sr:ol)c+ 

And although he did not keep in cages, in this peculiar case 

4 '  lhc pr1rlr;lrts usu;~l ly  sho~,etl only two of thc h , ~ ~ r y  chiltlren. Rrlx~ps the thircl 
orlc clid 1101 stlr\~ivc, allcl tllc 1'11111 111, I I O ~ I I I ~ I I - I I I O ~ I I I ) :  O I I ~ .  \\';IS I O ( I  U I ~ I C ! I ~ I ~ I ~ I C ' I I ) I C  1.0 

del~ict or U I S O  dird. . 

scelns 10 l ~ s v r  1i:ld no q t ~ : ~ l n ~ s  i~l)out 1)lurring tile l i r i c .  I)c~t\w(~e~n 

hntastic animals :lnd peol~ le .  As Carolus Clusius \\,rote in his .ikrl 

fioolzs of Exolica. " I  he:~r that in these I'or-cipn things ol' his, I-iis 

I\la-iesty is greatl!, delightc~cl b!f thc thouplit of ;11l the mir;icles of' 

~ i ~ l u r e . "  
/\l1 of this collr.cting I>rovidetl liudolf \\.ith an escape I'rom his 

,lolitical woes. Nothing illusirstcs tllis Iwtter ~Ii:ln his long 1wr- 

S l l i t  ol'a rhinoceros. I I ~ S I ~ L I I I ~ I C T I I : I ~  I O  111is \viI(I goes(- C ~ ; I S O  \'I~:Is I I ~ S  
ilmb:iss:~clor to the Spar~is l~  court. I-lans lilie\~c~~hiiller. Ci\lcn t l ~ c *  

I ; ~ ; I L I ~ ~ L  reI:~tio~ls I I C : ~ \ I / ~ C : I I  l ~ i ~ d o ~ I ' : ~ ~ i d  Pliilip 11, l i l ~cvc~~ l~ i i l l c r  11;1cl 

his hantls I 'LII I  \ \~ith all kintls of clil>lornatic mattcrs. It is astonish- 

,,,g, thcrl, hotv mtrcll time- ;111cl c,lltrrgy Ilc tlc~\.otc.cl - or, dc*l,cx~lcli~~g 

on one's ~ > o i ~ l t  0 1 '  \,ie\\m. \zilstc.cl - in trackil~g clo\\r~~ the* ].arc, crcil- 

ttlre for I~ is  lord. 

In Septcml)er 157- a rl-~il~occ*ros ~~rrivc~tl i r ~  I'o1.1~1gal I'ro~n Inc.lia. 

This massive beast, l\-ith ;I deepl\- creasecl hide that loolts likc ar- 
nlor plate:.. has all ~~nprcdictablr. c-1i;ir;icter ancl c:irl be d:rngerous 

when threatened, charging its potential cncm! \\rith its horn lo\\'- 

ered and re:ld!- to slrikc. I;cw \\~islii*d to risl, ~ h c i r  lives capturing 

and translmrting livv rhirloccrosc~s. so tlic. appcb;lr:lncc8 01' s~rch  a 

creature in Lisbon m:ldc  intern;^^ ional ~lc.\t.s. :\S soon ;IS i t  r e ;~ch(d  

Kudolf, hc. apparcntl!. instruc~ccl I\;l~evcnliiiller to sccurc~ t l ~ c  m:lr- 

vclous bells1 for him. 

U~ifort t111:1teIy, I l i i* r (~  \~rrc:  otlic~r cot~tc~~i(lc~rs, inr111cIi11g 1~k111ccs~o l 
de' i\;Iedici, the grand dukr of ' l c~sca~y ;  - ;iriothcbr a\id student of 

I1:1tLlre - arltl Pol)c C;rt:gor) XI 1 1 .  1 3 ~ 1 1  I<llcvcn11iillc~r ~ v a s  11ot c:~sil!f 

discouraped. I-Icl Ixgan I,!, ot-dering a portrait 01' tlie rliinoccros, 

which hc clisl)atclic.d to I'raglle ;IS a kind o1'1,romissoy noic, as \\!ell 

;IS a piccc I;)r I i~~clol l"~ col lectiorl ol' ill~rst r:lt io~is. I\hcrvc-~ llliill(~r4s 
plan \\,as to \rail until King Sel~astian or Portug;11 the 

aninial to tlie king of Spiiin. l-Ic was rcason:~l,l!! SLII-c that he 

\~ould  them Ile oblc to secure i t  1'01- IXudolf since. "as Your I\4ajcst!' 

LIIO\\(S, t I 1 ( 8  Iii11g [ I ) l i i l i l >  I I  1 is not so lwc*~i on S L I C I I  t h i~~gs . "  

I ' rustrat i~. l~l~ howcvcr, I<hcve~~~huller's illilia1 nc&gotiar.io~ls wcrc. 
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:~rln~lllecl wllctn, i l l  A I I ~ L I S L  1578, Iiil-18 Scl):rsli:~r~ Sell in a blOotl 

baltlc in North Afric:~ I)ct\'zieen tile Portuguese and the Moor 
Set~astian's old uncle Henry, who had been a cardinal, s1epped in  . 

to take thr. I llrone. I<lic\~cnhiiller clisl~atchccl scrvants ancl diplomats 

10 get the Ijcast From I-lcnry, ofl'rrinp to P:IY I he cost 01' transpor 

ing the curnl)ersomc and foul-tempered crcbature to Madrid a1 

lll(-n o n  to I'r:~gue. 1 3 ~ 1 t  I<il~g I-lcnn Ilad dif1.c-rc11t plans. I-le need 

1 0  l ) c ~ r s t ~ : ~ c l ~ ~  I l-10 11opt~ 10  ~,c-licvc* l1i111 01' the* \ ro \~ r  o ~ ' c c ~ ~ i ~ ) ; ~ c y  Il t , ( l  . 
t;~l;cn as par1 ol'his prc!vious ecclctsiastical c;lrrcr and tvllich, in llis '. 

prt'sent position. lvns cluitc a burdcn. Tht. gift of a n  ;istonishing 

: I I I ~ I I ~ I I  sec~1i1i~cl 10 I i i 1 1 - t  :I  lx:rl'ec~ ofl'c~ring to g:1i11 the pot~til'f's favclr, 

( )n  Jaslui~r\ 31, I 580. 1 lenn- cliccl ivitlio~lt having tIisl>atctte(] 
I 

111c rllinoc(*r~)s 1 0  I ~ o I I I ( ~ .  :\I'tcr sc,vctr;ll nlol~l hs of unccrlainty atltl 

a S I I . L I ~ ~ I ~  ('or s ~ ~ c c c s s i c ~ ~ l .  I'liilil> I I in\':~clctl I'ortugal al.)cl clairilctl 

tlic throne, in the proccsss \\.rcaliing great 1)loodsht.d ancl dcstruc- 

t i o ~ ~  on Lisl)on. Unclcr tile c i r cu~ns t anc~s .  the rhinoceros fade([ 
fro111 \.ie\,v 1'01 M J I I I ~ ~  ti111~:. 

In August 1582 Khe\~enhuller seemed 10 111. getting closer to ob- 
taining the hcast. I-Ic \\,as I)ondcring Ilou. to svnd i t  to Prague. It was 

;I l'(:rocio~~s ~ I I I ~ I I I ~ I ~ ,  h(, rt:l~ortecI to l{~~dol f ,  : I I I C ~  ils tr:rllsl)ort I ~ V O L I I C I  
cause grcat rlil'l'icultics. " E w n  tliouph its horn Ilas Ilc.c~i cut down, 

i t  does not cease to kicl; and rn:tltreat people around i t .  Recently 

i t  ( ~ c ~ 1 1  l;illc~cl ; I  rop:tI s~!r\~:~rit. I t  is ;I ~ I : I I I ~ ( - ~ O I I S  c1ni111;1l. /\r~cl l)Ii~lcl  

i l l  one eye, and tile! thi11l; it  does riot sec I I I L I C ~  OLII 01' tlhe other." 

/\S it turncd out. I<hc\renhiillcr had I)ibcn \\Tong to get his 

I I O ~ I L Y S L I ~ ) .  !\I tl1c3 I ~ c ~ i r l l l i n ~  01' 1583, once I'llilip I I  li:~tl stat~ilizccl 

his affairs in I'ortugal i:noupli to I ) ( .  able to return home. h e  de- 

cicl~cl to kcvp the rhinocc.ros for hiniscll'. Trallsporting i t  t o  Spain, 

:llong c v i t l ~  :In elepIi;~rlt that h:lcl arrived l'rom Incli:~ in 1581, he 

proceeded to send thc t\wo aninll~ls on a tour around tllc countly 

to be sho\\rn to the rnarveling populace. Even three years later the 

:~ninlals cvcro still bringing profit, both m:~terial and I>olitical, to 

l'liilil~. 111 Novc~nlI>c~~. 0 1 '  1784 tllcl!* wcrc p111 o11 clispl:~y i n  WI:~clrid~ 

to impress the first lapanesc delegation cvcr to come to Europe. 

Sincc 111~rc \'\!:IS I I O  lo\icb lost I>c:tcvcc*~~ I'hilip :incl H~rcloll', the 

spanish I;irlg ob\riously \vas 1101 in a rc~sll to ccdc. his \~;~lual)lr :in- 

iInal to his Protestant-sppathizing, rebel-shielding nephew. 

At lasl, in 1603, I(udolS received c\{orcl tliat the rhinoceros had 

died 1 3 ~ 1 1  the dcmise of an animal dicl not dissuadc the enll)cror 

born trying to add i t  to his encyclopedic collectic~n. In 160s he  

tvo~~ld glacllp buy from Ernar~~lcl Swerts oSAmsterd;lm, a mcrch;~nt 

14r11~)  rcg~1l:lrly sul~l~lii.cl th(3 co~lr t .  a s~~~l'l'c-cl slot11 tl1:11 liacl cs1)irc.d 

en roulc l'rom Anlcrica. Kudoll'also possessed the sldn of a p:~rlgolin 

(a scaly mammal that dt\lells in AFricil .~ntl ."\h), three presented 

south Anlcrici~n ig~lanas, f o ~ ~ r  ;lrrnadillos, t\vo cl~:rrneleons, tcvo 

lndian cr;l\vfisti. and some hlo\vfish :~ncl sea horses. :lmong otllcrs. 
I. , Even in d c a ~ h ,  llo~'vc\,cr, the, rhinoccros, or \ \ ~ I I ; I ~  renlwirlc:tl of 

it,  l~~-ovc~cl i ~ l ~ ~ s i v ( - ,  /\l'tcr n1;111y I I I O I ~ ~ I I S  01' i1>~111iric~s : I I I ~  l>l(!:~s, 
I l~le\~e~tl l i i l lcr  \r;ls told i h a ~  its hide atas  no lunger ;n~;~ilal,lc I t  had 

, been poorly prep~lred and tvns spoiled ancl full of \vornls. Still, the 

I ~erlacio~ls 1;hever)hiiller ;111(l his lorcl wcrc rleter~nined, aftctr all 
. this time, to pet some piect- of the I)cast. At last. in Ileccmher 

1603, Klic\~enhullcr laid his hands on the ;lnirna13s horn ancl some 

I~oncs. I- I ( .  disp:ltcli(~cl then1 to I'ragclc t f * i t l l  \whal Inllst have Ijccrl 

an  audil>lc sigh 01' rc-licf. I t  had take11 llcarl\ tl1rc.i- clecaclcs 01' in- 

tense diplomatic efforts to add this creature to the emperor's sci- 

cntilic ~llc:n:tgerie. m l ' I ~ o ~ ~ g h  I;lr fro111 ;I c o l ~ ~ p l e t e  specimen, i t  wfas. 

by the sta~lclards ol'the day, a \~i~luat,le st:~nd-in 1;)r t l l ~  whole I)cast. 

The rhinoceros turned out to be a perf'ec~ symbol of Rudoll"~ in- 

trinsic il l l l~ote~lcc to I I I L I S I C ~  Iiis ~~olitic;rI world. Ir~stc~acl 01' ptrrsu- 

ing diplomat>* t h a ~  might gel him out 01' his bind \frith his I'alilil~7. 

with thcn Ottomans, ;lnd with his other ri\,:~ls artd critics, hc spent 
' his aml);~ss;ldor's ~ i t nc  chasing al'ter a rhino - ancl then thc rhino's 

carcass. 

1 usv1. A S  I{ LJ I)O I. 1:'s ; l ~ l i l ~ ~ : ~ l  co l lec t i~~g \vils gai~iing IIIOITI(!I~I LIITI,  

his political siluaticjn \vorscncd alannirlgly, togethcr with his nlcntal 



state. In 1600 lie sufkrc~tl liis second and nrorcB dr:lmatic brrak- 

down, caving in under a corlil~ination of pressures, disappoint- 

ments, i~nd  fears that hacl Ixen eating away at him for a decade, 

The I'iri:~l str;iw \4~+s his ii.~tc:i-~sc< :~nsiet!/ a l ~ o l ~ l  tlit. I urrl ol' the sev- 

en~t:c:iitl~ cenluq: RucloIl'\2~:rs highly su l~crs t i t io~~s  I)y nature; no\,v 

he \hn;rs gril~lxd bv ~lir fiar that he \\!ould (lie bcl'ore thc age of 

fifty, lilie Iiis f:ither; and.  \Irorsc, fall victim to an :issassinaLion. 

A ~ ~ L I I I C I  the. YCilr IOOO t l ~ c -  court astronomer 71Lcllo 13rahc. hacl 

clracvn L I I I  tllc emperor's astrological ch:lrt arid ~)ro~,licsicd that he 
\vould I)e l~lottecl ag:iinsl I)y rilerilbers of liis own family- 
ccrtr~i~lly o \/cry pl:~usil)lc scc.11:11-io, which \ . v c , ~ ~ l e l  irlclccd comle 

trilc. - allcl I ) c ~ ~ I I : I ~ ) ~  I)c' st;~I)I~e~cI to dcatli. /\S ;I consc!clucncc, 

I3~1doll' I)cbgan to Ikar auclic~rcc.~ ~rrld ~o avoid a1)l)caring irr  public. 

let Ire rcf'ust.d to deIcy;rrc* i~utliorit! and insistc:el on continuing to 

makc importan1 decisiorls himself. Predict:ihl!; I~is abilit!~ to gov- 

ern in I l ~ i s  agitated condit ion s~~fl 'ered,  :~nd his grip on 

power tlc~c.rioratcd. 

In ~ l l c ~  ~icst  l&\\, montlis, I'ec*lirlp cornered. liudoll' lashed out in 

:ill rlirc.ctions, insulting. tlisn~issing. and irnpriso~ring his minis- 

ters and e\.ctn his trustcd associ;~tcs. In  a f i t  of'~~rrcontrollai,le ragc, 

he I~anishcd Irorn his court t\\.o of' his closest ;~tlvisers. \Volfgang 

Iiunlpl' ancl Pa~li Sht Tr~ra~~tson. I-le faulted f iu~npf for his close 

lirll;s \ 8 v i t l ~  S I ) : I~I I  ancl his ~~rc.ss~irc* o n  li~~clolf to sc11lc9 1Iie. issue OF 
succession. I :udoll' \\,as i r  i I I I(. grip ol' tilt. most sc,vc!rc clcy)rcssion 

hc harl c ~ c r  eslx:rienced. I Ic. sl~ol;c, of' abdicc~tion ancl apparently 

attcrnj~tc.cl suicidc morc. (Iran once, As conl'usion in his court 

\vorscnc-d. Rudolf retreated I'ro~n the \\.orld and rcrn;~iried out of 
\ricw \'or I \ \ ,O  yc:i~rs. ~ I ~ I I I ! ,  tlro~rgI11 t l r ; ~ ~  Iir tik~rl cli(:cl. 

'l'his I I C * \ \ :  I~r.cakdo\'\rn o11Iy gaveb : ~ m n i ~ ~ n i t  ion I(., I:~~rloll''s family 

i111tI P I ~ ( ~ I - I ~ ~ L ! S ,  \+,l10 h:1r1 Io11g l ) c ~ ~ ~ i  11;1r~>irig tI1:it llis 1 ~ 1 ~ r e d  or'tlle 

Church and his dab1)liny in :~lcIienn. had made the erriperor un- 

fit to r ~ ~ l c .  The!. voiced their. gro\\iing con\riction tllat he \,?as I>or h 
a n~aclrn;rn ancl ;I d;rmnccl S O L I I  ancl schemed to dcposc hirn on the 

gro~rtlds 01' 1;1cI\ of SLICCL'SS~OII  arrd insanity. Uut i t  seems that 

1 
; ~ ~ d o l f  tho~~gt i t  he* LV:IS ;~cILI:III!' hc i~ l i r r~  111s SOU] by shunnir~g [he 

world and spending his time in 11ic company of artists, scholars. 

and animals. The  more lie sank into melancholy, the 

more he npl~:~~.ently tloped that l~eing s~~rroundetl  I>y his exotic 

and niar\~elous pets and his natur;.~l liistor!~ collection wo11ld ease 

his mental anguish. Through his menagerie and his I<~c7zsilwr1rnr~r, 

~ u d o l f  tried to crc;ltc. an ;~ltcrnatc \vorld where he could hc \veil. 

tIis other fcllows in this l)ri\.alc. kingdom were, in I'act, men 

k V h ~  sh;lrccl t h c ~  emperor's illtcrc.sts i r l  nature, scicncc, irrltl tl~c: 

o c c ~ ~ l ~ .  Rudoll"s Tamil! \vas i~~dign: l~r t  that, hidden in thc recesses 
of his I~alacc., "I-lis I2'l;i,jest!f is intc!~.~st~ 'd 0111) i l l  \~~iz :~rds .  ; 1 I -  

chernis~s. li;~l)l);~lists and tlic. like. sp:11-ing no cspcnse to I'i~ltl all 
kinds 01' 1rc;rsurcs. learn secrets ; J I I ~  L I S ~  S C ~ I ~ C I ~ I I O L I S  \tr:1>/s 01' 
harming his cr~crnies. . . . I-le;~lso h ; ~ s  :I \vllole librat? of 1n;lgical 

[)ooI;s. 1 . 1 ~  striv(~s :ill t11e tirnc to elimi~iatc C;od completcl!. so that 

he may i n  I ' L I I L I ~ ~ '  serve B differcrlt 111:1stcr.." This \itas nut h o ~ .  tlie 
Holy R O I ~ : I I ,  liml,eror \\'as esl,cc~ccl to hch:~vr. Hut \.\fhilc. his cl-it- 

ics wcrc correct t I i ; l t  Hitdoll' i~nnicrsctl Ilimself in (lcc~llt studies, 

[his \vas not ;I sip1 of' madness so ~ n u c h  as a logical extension of 

his purs~lit of I I ; I I L I ~ ; ~ ~  histon: 

In this l~criod of I,olitical ;~rrcl religious uplieav;rl, ~ ~ l c h c . r ~ r ~ ~  had 

reached  he height of its pop~~I;~rit): (The secoi~d hall' 01' tllc sis- 

tecntli ccnt,~ry is co~lsidt*recl "1.1ic: golclcn :Ige ol'alcllcmy.") In his 

treatise I'lri/osol~lricrrl Col/oc!,rrirrr~~ ( 1597). . A ~ ~ X ; I I I C ~ C V  I~.:~~rtcr\~\~:~lcl 

argued t h : ~ ~  the :~Ic l le~~~is t ' s  true I)rIrpr)se was to lleal :ill hodies. 

"human. a ~ i i ~ ~ l a l  and metallic," ol'lhc* \vorldl!r c o r r ~ ~ l ~ t i o n  that l'ol- 

lotved the h11 ol'i\dam and E\le. S o  :it its purest, alchern): \vas the 

sacrcd \.\~orli ol 'c l~ri l~g ~~riderlyi~lg spirit~1~11 ills. No \ V O I I C I C T  I3~1clolf 

p ~ ~ r s u u l  :rlcl.lc~rny \ \ t i t 1 1  such I<cc:ri~ic*ss that liis co1.1rt I)cc:~n~e a n  

in~ernation:~lly rrnowrrcd ;uld ~ ~ r c ' u n i ~ ~ e r ~ t  centcr. I:or magic a ~ l d  

occult s t ~ ~ d i e s .  

Alclicm!t also claimed to offer I~ealth benefits. \A~Iicn 1,orenzo 

de' hledici's Ircalth was declining in 1402, his pIl!lsicii~~~~ treated 

him with a I~OI  ion cumPosed of R r o ~ ~ ~ r t l  8 ~ 1 ~ 1 s  (11)' to cl;^^'^ st;rndards 



not rhc I~cst  tlicr:il)!~ for ih r  gurit tllrt rvr~i tudly Iiillctl hiln). 

Lorcnso's c o u r ~  ~~l~i losuphcr ,  ~Ilir~~silio Ijici~lo, csl)lairic.cl tllat gems 

and prccious nietals could call do\vn the Savorable inl'luences of 

the planets, tbr each celestial I~ody \\,as attracted to atid actetl 

through tcrrcstri:~l matter. I I I  his Tliruc I ~ o o ~  011 .!.,qi> ( 1 ~ 8 ~ ) ~  
Ficino o ~ ~ t l i n e d  ;In t,ntire pni~r;Inl of' rni~lc.r:~logical allcl ;~strolo~i.  

c;~l medicine best suited for thc Ircalth oI'a11 irltellectual and pre- 

scriI)ed gold, ge~irs. ; ~ n d  o ~ h c r  ~ r l~ rcd i en t s  as polcnr cur:~lives. 

I f  VOLI want v o ~ ~ r  I~odj. and spirit to receive I)ower Sroln some 

rncn~l)cr of ~ h c  cosmos, say from tllr Sun, seek ~ h c  things 

\,vI~ict~ i t b ~ ~ t '  ; I I I  arcd most Solar among rirctals :tncl gcnls, still 

I I I O ~ ~  : I I I I O ~ I ~  ~ I ~ ~ I I I I S ,  ~ 1 r l i 1  1110rc8 y!l ~ I ~ I I O I I ~  ~ I I I ~ I I I ; I I S ,  ~ ~ s ~ ~ c ~ c i : ~ l l ~  

111.11nan I>eings. . . . 'l'hesin milsr 110th I>c. I)r.ought ro I)car estcr- 

nail!, and, so f i r  as ~>ossiblc. taken intern;~ll!: especi;rlly in the 

du), ; ~nd  the Iioi.~r of the SUII  and while tllc Sun is dominant in 

;I ~ I I C I I I V  U ~ I I C ~ I V L . I I > .  Soli11. tI1i11g5 :~rc: all tI105e ge11is : I I I L I  FItwv- 

ers which are callcd heliolrol>c I~ecaust. rhc!, [urn to\vards the 

SLIII ,  like\vise gold, chnsolirc, c;irhuncle, rn\.rrh. frankincense. 

IIIIIS~;, :11nhc>r, I);~lsam, ycllo\\* Ilonc): s\vc!c%~ c ~ ~ l a n l ~ ~ s ,  s;ll'l'ron, 

sl)ilicn:~rd, r : i r ~ ~ . ~ ; ~ t ~ ~ o n ,  i~loc.-\ztood ;~ntl l l l c .  rcSsr ol'illc sl)icc:s: the 

ram, the hawk. lllr cc~ck. thc. s\van. the lion. the scaral) beetle, 

the crocodile, and  ~)cuplr. \\rho arc I,lorld, curl\,-liaircil, prone 

10 I):~lclriess~ arlcl rrragnaniriloi~s. 

Iiucloll'obsessi\~cl!~ \vorried al)out his Iie:~l~h (hc* suflkrctl Srom di- 

gestive as tvell as mental problems) and ahout his longcvit): so he 

lookc~cl to ;~lcIic!rn!r's rilcdic;~l pro~nises \vi[ll grc;~t hol)ca. 

i i l c l~c~ny  also 11:1cl more ~:tngil)le rnatcri:~l :~l~~>licat ior~s.  Nluch 01' 
Rudolf's wealth depended on the mineral riches of' his territories. 

Bohernia, for example, was especially abundant in silver, [in, lead, 

mcl scr i i i l~recio~~s slones. I3u1 ~ l r e  tlen~;l~itls of col~rtl!r sl,lenclor , 
;itid IiudolS's ol~scssion wit11 accll~iri~lp exotic animals were de- 

: ,.,]cti~ig his col'fers. b\t the S : I I ~ \ C -  t i ~ ~ i c ,  over the course of the ]Ire- 

' l r iou~ centuty, 1I1c 13rotl~1c1ior.l ofccntr;ll I5~1ro~~c ' s  rilillcs liatl I)c- 

gLln to stagrnatc. liecause OS the prod~tc[ion  slum^>. German and 

Bohemian rulers in par~ic~t lar  sough1 \\lays to in~prove mining in 

~Iicir lands - their major source of income. Alchemical espcrtisc 

coulcl I ~ I C I ~ >  C 'SL~;ICI  p r e c i o ~ ~ s  111ctals l'roii~ ores and increase yields. 

Besitles. alchc.mists p~-oniiscd to multil,ly existing precious niel- 

als arlcl to turn mc.tals ol' lesser clualit!: illto gold or silver. Rudolf 

[l()l~c:cl LO l~rol'it l'rotir ~11is I I I : I ~ ~ ~ .  t l c ,  l ' o ~ ~ t ~ d e d  a IK>\,I~ ~niriilig  to\'\!^^ 

]?anled after hin-)self (I)lueloll'o\l), i'ostcrccl mining cxploratio~is, 

supportt~cl the \vorli ol' Lazarus I2rclicr. his main adviser on the 

01'1llincrals. I:rclicr's treatise. on assaying and smcliing 

l , ~ r ~ l ~ o c l s ,  l ~ ~ ~ I ~ I i s I ~ c c I  i l l  I1r;lgi~c~ i l l  1574, l)cr;:trl~c! ; I  1;111cl111;1rl< worI< 

o n  llic SUI?~CYI.  

So \\~hile the emperor sccrncd to his lumil>r ~o I)e \r,asting tirilc. 

and resources on c~seless indulgences, h r  belicved that he \\'as 

ac.l\,ancing scic:~lcc and incl~~slry in his rc;~ltn. in p:lrl l,y personall!. 

cngaging in scientific studies - app:irt:ritl!~ he invented a mc>- 

ch;lnical ch:irt I'or tra\;clers. :~ctuatcd from beneath h!. a com- 

pi~ss - 1x11 I;~rgc*I!' by spo11soring S L I C / I  ir~v(!stia;itioris at his court. 
4 

Il.lc1 same \ \ I ; I ~  truc ol' I I I ( '  nlol\c)* :111tl cl'li~rts 111- cxl)er~clc:cl O I I  

building his menagerie arid his Kit~lsilrrrrrr~i~er. By g:lthering esam- 

ples of ever?. Iiind of crcation - ~ratiti.~rlirr (nature's inventions), 

llrljfici~~lit~ (01)jc~ts maclc I)!: 111an). ; ~ l d  . ~ c i ~ n l i f j c ~ ~  (irnstruments of 

hu~rl;ln Iino~+~l~:tlaei - li~~clolf assernl~lccl the ~~n ivc r sc  in micro- 

cosm. a t hca~c r  of thtb \+-orltl. as contcmporaries c:~lled it. 

According to theories of the time, there existed magical links 

I>c~\vc:cn t l i t .  ~ ~ ~ i c r o c o s m  :11,rI 11ie IIl;IcrocosiII. Thro~lgh L ~ C  S ~ I I C ~ V  

01' [his \ra~-ic~y ol'creation :Incl of :~lcl~clmy, I ~ L L c I o I I '  :tsl>ired IC) grilSI.) 

~ h c  underlying unity which could serve 3s a "key" to the harmony 

of tlie univcrsc, much as I)hysicists today continue to look for 

i~ ''t11eor-y ol' c~\rc:rything." I r ,  a more personal scnsc, tlie objects 
i i ~ i c l  cre;Irlll-es I<udoll' g;~tlic*retl were r:ilismans rh:~t promisctl to 



s t r c ~ l g t h c ~ ~  11is c o ~ i t n ~ l  ovctr ihr grr:lter \vorld, \vhicl~ \v:~s SO pre,- 

cipitously slipping through his fingers, 

At thc same timc, Rudolf' turnctl his collcction into a 

scientific I;ll)ora~orv for spccialis[s invited to his court. Alselnlls 

I ioc~tl i i~~s dc- RoocIt. onr. 01' liudoll"s doctors ;lncI ;~Iso his chief lap- 

id;lr!: \j,rotr his book Geilr~lmnrlrr et Lnpi(111117 Historili ( 4  i - l i ~ t ~ ) ~  

of' ( ;ems ;l~rcl Stories) ( I G o ~ ) ,  1arp:ly hasccl on  his S I L I C ~ ~  01' ~ n i r ~ ~ ~ . ,  

:rls i l l  li~~tloll"s I<r~rrst/urrrrr~rtrr.. 'I'l~is I~oolc, co~lsitlcrctl to l,c "tlic 

niosl important I;~pidar), of the sc\icntccntl~ century" ancl reissued 

in son-lc ~ c ~ i  cditions. covcrvd G47 ~lli~-lc.r;rls. I t  ol'l!crcd a complete I 
rccli~ssifici~ti~)n olstones, cliscussccl the loc;ltion of their deposits, 

I ~ ~ Y I I C : ~ ~  t l~(- i r  ~~~orl) l~oIogii~:~l  cI~:~r;~ctc~rist ics, C ~ X : I I T I ~ I I ~ , ~ I  tl~(!ir \firttIes 

arid I)o\trcrs, ancl :rddressc~d their mcclic;ll apl>lic:itions. In the 

I,ool;'s dcclicatiotl, tlc 13ooclt pr:~iscd Rueloll' ;IS a lover 01' stones 

"not simply in ortlcr that hc. may tl~creby :IIJgrnent l ~ i s  d ig~~i t j i  and 

nl;~jcst! . . . but so that i r ~  them tllc exccller~cc of God Inay be 

contc.mpl;i~c.d. [he irleffal~lc~ mig1.11 of I-linl Who is seen to press 

the I~cauty of' the \\*hole \vorld into such esipuous I~odies and in- 

clutlc. in tl~trln tI1c8 1)clwcrs o1';tII ot11c.r crc::~tt!cl i h i ~ l ~ s . "  

I > i *  130oclt :~lso hc.ll)ccl I i r i l~~d ~ I i c  Bol~ctmian crystal illclustry, 

\\forlied 0 1 1  ; ~ I ~ l i ~ t i l i ~ i i l  t r a t~s~ i~u t :~ t io r~s ,  sludicd I~otan!. ; l r ~ e l  zool- 

ogy, and produced ;I splendid allxrrn of drau.ings depicting birds 

ancl plants, again usin): R~~clolf's collection, Among the creatures 

( I t s  ll( )od[ i l  l ~ ~ s ~ r a t c ~ l  ( S O I ~ I ~  01' t11er11 \wcc~ri~~g colli~rs and I I I L I S  pre- 

surnahl!? alivc. rather than srufTed) were a skunk. a co;~timuncli, and 

;I I ~ ; I I I I ~  - ; I I I  N e ~ l  \'L'orld 1)c . t~  it1 li~1clol1"s nlrnagcrie. 

l i ~ ~ d o l f " ~  chief botanist, Carolus C~lusius," also s t ~ ~ d i e d  the em- 
~ ! K " " S  collcction of' ~wew:~-vcd anim;~ls and I~irtls. - I ' ~ I I - o L I ~ ~ I  cart- 

l'ul ol)ser\/:ltion Ilc I)ecalllc. the I'irst to gr:~sp t l l c .  trutll I)chind 

birds of paradise. These birds. \\;ill1 slender bodies and cscluisite 

~rr~iling plulnes. \'vc!rc first rliscoverctl by the Spanish in L ~ I C  Spice 

Islands in I 519. They at once capt  red Europeans' imagin. rl 1' ions, 

*I-lc is credited wit11 ~n~l.oducing the potato to Europc. 

I i n  p;lr~ ~)C!C:ILISC t l i c~!  \\:caret s;~icl to livca ;II\~;I!IS i l l  t l l i s  ;~ir, l'or tI1c.v 
: had 110 feet. This is h o ~ r  tllcy got their name, which referred to 

the liea\ie~~s rather than LO  he bircls' tropic:~l origir~s. This ~~nlikely 

notion had arisen becausc. for much of' the sixtcen~h century, 

birds of p;~r:~disc rc:~checl I.lurolxs as I~~.cservecl, ; ~ n d  moclified, 

\\'hen in I ; V ~  C l u s i ~ ~ s  looked closely ;I[ the sa~nplcs 

assc~nt)leel I)), Rudolf, tic rc.:~lized th:it native tratlors hacl ni~erecl 
t l I ~ )  l )c i i~~t i l '~~l  hircls l)!! rc11lo\ri11g ~ h c - i r  l s C c ! ~  ; I I I C I  \vi~lgs, prc~si1111;11)1!~ 

to give t hun  a more, striking and acrocIv~l;~rnic al>l>c:lrancc. 

I )espitc I lleir sl)irit 01' scicnt il'ic incll~ily. li~~clolf's scientists 

\verc sol-netimes misled b!~ the morc f 'ab~~lous creatures in his col- 
Icction. [ ) i s  I3ooclt tlcscl-il)c!tl oric8 i l l ~ ~ s t r : ~ t i o ~ ~  01' :I sl)ccil~li*r~ fronl 
 lit* ]ill I ~ S / \ . Z I I I I ~ ~ I C ~  ;IS ":I I ) I . ; ~ ) : ~ I I  \v11 icli t 1*;111pc,ror Ii~~cIoll' l l II:IS; 

dried i r  is [his exact s i x ,  \\,lle~.c i t  is l)resc~.\c~cl."l~-t IXudoll';~nd clc 

Bootlt \vercb h!' n o  Incans out o f s t ~ ~ ,  \\fit11 c lo\~cIol>~~lc-~l~s i l l  nat LII.:I~ 

histon in gilthering and stud!,inp clr;lgons. Ciesncr and i\ltlro\~ancli 
dcvoled Ic.ngthy rliscussio~~ls LO ~ l ~ c i r  :~n:~tor-r~ic;~l, et)lmologic;~l. 

and moral signific;lnce and d i s t i~~~u i she t l  bet\vecn real and fal;c 
0nc.s. C r s ~ l e r  dcscribecl IIO\\. ccrtain al)otlicca~-ics rnadr. Fr:~ucl~~- 

4'. . 
lent dragons from ra!*s: l he!, bi.~lil tlir hotl~. distort t11(- 11c;ld ancl 

mouth, a ~ ~ c l  cut into :tnd cut a\va!. othcr. I>:lrls. '171c!, raise LIP the 

parts  hat rcmain and s i r n ~ ~ l a ~ e  tvil-lgs, allcl invcllr orlicr Ixrrts :IS 

well." De I3oodt 1\35  not :~l\z,a!*s so ~ r ~ c l u l o ~ ~ s .  Esarnining the uni- 

cor11's I I C I I I I  ill li~1~1oIl"s I ~ I J I I S ~ / : ~ I I ~ ~ I I I C ~ I ~ ,  l ~ c b  co11cI11clc~1 t11:1t t11c litg- 

end :~n  unicorn dicl not csist, since the "unicorn horn" clearl! 

C ; I I I I V  Sro111 :I I I ~ I ~ \ ~ ~ I I ; I I .  

Iiudolf' l>ron~otccl such reseal-eh ancl c.ngagccl in il hi~nsell'. 
. 9. 

"M'licn our ilrdi1o11s t;~sks 01' gov(:rllmellt Ixrrnlt. Ilc \\.rote to tllc. 

11:11i;11i ] X I ~ ~ I I I ~ L ~  (:io\far111i L~:~tlisl:~ c~cll:t I)o~-la, ;1~111ior 01' ! % I ~ I ~ J . ~ I /  

nilrlgic (\\:hicl1 included ol)scr\-ations on geolog): ol)lics. rneciicines, 

poisons, cool;ing, metallurgy nlagrletis~n, perfilnlcs, gunpowder, 
and in\isil)lc writing - a r;lngc of interests col&)n;lnt 'i with those 01% 
I~uclolf). "\VC. en,ioy the si11)tlc k110\\~letl~c. ol' n;tt~~r:rl ~ ~ r l c l  artifici:~] 

things in \vhich you excel." i\ 'I'i~scan :~n~hass,~clor co1n111enti:tl 



dis;~l)l)rovi~~gly t h i ~ [  "11c JliniseII' [RudolFJ tries ;~lchen~ic;~I  Crpcri-  

mvnls, i~rld hc. hirllsc3ll' is bL1siIy ~ligaged i l l  lllillting C ~ U C ~ ~ S ,  

is against the decorum of a prince. I-le hacl lransfrrrrd llis seat 

from the imperial throne to thc workshop stool." 

A l t l l o ~ ~ ~ h  14~1dolf was L I S L I ; I ~ ~ ~  reclusive, lic \.2r~~s altv;~ys glad to 

displ:~)' his collectiorl to interes~c*cl \.isitors ar~rl Foreign c l i g r ~ i t ; ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  

\Vhen Cardinal rllcssandro dlEstc and Arcl~tlulie i \ l ;~x i~~~ i l i an  111 
camc to I'r;rgllcb i l l  rhoq, the crnl)cror eagerly look them o n  a Lour 

of' his ~lien:~geric'. S I ; I ~ ~ C : S ,  ancl g:~rdcn. 1)~1ri11g I I I C  \"isit 01' I T l e ~ t ~ ~  

Chris~ian I1 of Saxony in luly 1t107. the only pri\?ate auclience he 
had with the eml)cror was spent visiting his collections, ,411d 

char~ce 10 treat o I ' [ I ~ c ~ s ~  things will aI\\,ays l'i~ld t h ( ~  tsars ol'tlie em- 

peror read!:" 

R LIDO 1- I -  ' S  D A I ~  I; I: s~ Y E A H  S ;IS :i ruler p r o ~ c d  his most 1,roduc- 

tit.? as :I devotee of'nature, a lchem~; and scicnce. His intellectual 

inqi~isitivoness aricl religious tolc*r:lncc m:~clc I'rague ; I  hcacor~ [or 

scic~ltists, schol:~rs, irrld c r : ~ f t s ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ .  I<arc.l \!:In hlanc1c.r; a LILILCII 1 

painter and theorist who visited Prague in 16oq to s~ucl! the em- 

peror's superb art holtlings. \trrote admiringly, "M'hosoc:ver ;!spires 

~ocl:~y to tlo anythir~g grcat ncccl only cornc. ( i f  lie call) ~o I'rague. 

to thcr grc:ltesl ~ : I I I .OI I  of the coritc~nporar! W O I - ~ ~ ,  thc 1:mperor 
l 

Rudolf 1 1 ;  he will sec [here, i l l  [he imperial residence . . . an  ex- 

traorc1in;lry number of excellent and precious things, special, un- ' 
L I S L I ~ I I  ; I I I C I  l ~ ~ ~ v o ~ i t l  1)ricc." 

/-\n~ong rhosc wlio ;ICCCI>IC!(~ I'r~1doI1"s i~~\/itatioll \C~;IS " I ~ c h o  

Brahe, a renowned astronomer whose colorful personality ri\.aled 

Rudolf's ou.n. Like 1-iudolf. Tycho was an animal lover. His pet of 

choir,c* (I)cfore he calile to I'ragt~cl) cvas a n.ioose that usocl to fol- S 

low him arouncl Iiltc a clog. C ) I I ~  day i~ Follo\vc~cl its rnilstcBr into a 

dining hall during a dinner party. Whether upon the urging of the 

11  its lnuzzlc i111o il vat (us 1)c~r .  U I , ~ ~ ) ~ ~ I . I I I : I L L ~ ~ ~ ,  it  cIr;1111t SO I I I L I C ~ I  

- [hat on exiting the banquet, it fell do\+~n rhe stairs, I~rolte a leg, 

and died from cornplications shortly ~hcrcafter. 

I'ycho had arlo~lier L I ~ L I S L I ; I ~  altrib~r~t.:  :I l'alse nosc. As :I twenty- 

p;ir-old st~c1t.111 ill the U~~ivc~rsity or Ro~10cli in G c r n ~ i ~ n !  h r  11;1(1 
quarrcled with another Ilanish n o t ~ l c ~ ~ ~ a n  at a t l i~r lc in~  [>arty at 

his I)rokssor's 11ousc. The two young rilen partcc1 in :irlKcr at r i ~ c ~  

cllcl 01' the cvcr~illg ;~nd I~iclicd L I ~  ~ l i c . i r  ('igh~ ; I ~ I ~ I I  : I  lC*\if (1:1ys 

later. cleciding to settle their cliflcrenccs in ;I duel. 'I"ycho's oppo- 

nent turned O L I ~  to be thr  I)ctter s\zrordsm;~n. and in one success- 

ful s\vil)c slicc~tl ofl' much ol' 'ILcho's nose. 'l'ycho. u,l~osc ~alcnts  

li l i t  o~~tsiclc s t + ~ o r ( l s ~ l i : ~ ~ ~ s l l i ~ ~ ,  c11,cct. 0 1 1  111s :IIcII(~I~I~c::II sltills 10 

[asliio~~ :I PI-ostl~csis frc1111 :l11 :IIILI!O 01' goltl, sili~er, i111cI coppc~. - 

prol~abl!. to n ia~ch  the color of' his llcs11. Iic made ancl attached 

his nei2 nose so ~IiilIfuII~ that it lool;~~d nearl!. real. ;rlthouph h c ~  

~ I M ~ : I ~ s  carried ;~rouncl a sr~lall I'ox of p;rs~c. 01- g l ~ ~ c *  to rc,attach i t  i l '  

i t  pol~pcd off. 

I t  cvas for 7)cho's scientific gifts, ho\vc.\:er, that li~idoll' in\litccl 

I1i11i 1 0  ~ ' ~ L I ~ L I c : .  ' Ivct~o I>rot~glit \\-ith Iiilii :l11 :irriI!! 01' i ~ ~ s t r ~ ~ n i c r ~ t s  

; ~ 1 e 1  rc~corcls ~ I I  cc~l(~stial l)ocli~~s, l'or hi, l)(!lic~vc~cl ~ I I : I I  t l i c ~  : I ~ ~ V : I I I ~ ~ & -  

merit of astrollom\, hinged on :tccuratc ol~sewationh. I-le not only 

dcsignetl ancl built his ocvn eqiripmcnt I~ur regularl!. cliccked and 
ciiIil)r:~ted i t  l'or l)l.ccisi(-)~i, ~11~1s  r c v o l ~ ~ ~ i o ~ i i z i ~ i ~  ~ i s t r o ~ ~ o ~ i ~ i c : ~ I  i l l -  

strurncntatioli. I-I( .  also ch:lnKc:d ol)scr\lational pr:~c'ticc. Earliisr 

astronomers h:lcl 1)een contcnt I ~ I  \tic\\ tllc ~)ositions 01' the ~)lari- 

ets and the moon only at certain irnpc~rtal~t points 01' their orbits, 

I ) L I I  'I/cho S L L I C I ~ C ~ C I  ~heril  ~ l i r o t ~ ~ l i o ~ ~ t  t l lc*ir  orbits :IIICI I T ~ ~ C I C )  (!S- 

plicit a numl~cr ol 'orbit~~l ;~~lornalies IICVL.I. r~oticecl I)c*l'ore. I-IC. \\!:IS 

also the first astronomer to nlalce correct ions for a~mospheric rc- 

fraction. Even more impressii~e cvas the fact that he accomplished 

all this I)efc)rc tlic invcn~io~i  of the tclc:scope, relying only on 

rulers, q~radra~lts ,  sextants, ;111cl i~rmill;~ry sphercs. . . 
l ycho came to I'raguc in I 599, at a t i r ~ ~ c  when the ctrnperor W:IS 



slicli~~g into o11e. 01' I~is ivorst t lcq~rcssio~~s. ~\ltlio~rgh 1 1 1 ~ .  

rulcr shunned mosl other visitors. he grcrlad 5 c h u  a r i t h  open 

arms :~nd bare head, as if the scientist were a fello\v king. He of- 

fercd the astronomer a salary of' three thousand ducats per Fa r ,  

the I111.gcst at C O L I ~ I .  ; ~ n d  put :I[ his disPos:~I I ~ C  castlc 01' llenatek 
'1 

on t I 1 t 3  o~~ts ldr t s  01' I1r;lgue. to set LIP an ol)scr\~aton. thcrc.. Rudolfl 

also pave 'ljlcho 111~. I-',elveclcrc in the Ro!~l Carden as his work- 

syx~cc. so :IS to he ;11)1t~ to visit the astrorlomcr :IS o1'1c.n as lie 

~lisllcrl, :IS[< Tycl~o to espl ;~i~l  11i.s instrirn~c~lts, : ~ n d  clisc~.rss exper- 

iments with hirn. 

Rudolf was enthralled b!. vlvcho's scicnce and dicl not care 

in t h c ~  Ic.asr L ~ : I I  lie ~vas a I'rotc3stant. 1301 the Calllolic I>ction 

:II vorlrt vic~wc:(I t I I O  :lslrol~olriclr ;IS 111~. c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) ( . : r o r ' s  "c\1il ~ C ! I I ~ L I S . "  

So 111ty ma!. II;I\K* goticn t l i c ~ i r  \Irish \rlicn t\\rr~ !lcilrs later, on 

Octobc~r I;. 1601, 'ljlcho attended a banquet at the house of-a 

leading Bohemian nol~lemarl. 'I)lcho spent thc evening eating and 
drinl<ilig heartily I I L I I  \\llien n;ilure called, hc. decided i t  ~ l o u l d  be 

impolite. to leavc the table to empty his I~ladder; he \vo~rld wait 

until the dinner was over. Unfortunately \\,hen he finally got 

1io111c, 1 i c ~  \tr;ls L I I I ; I I ) I ~  to P;ISS \\';lLcr. Mtcr fivch sleepless. :igonizing 

nights, I I C  I'inall!. pro~luccd I)lood!l urine. ' I ' I I ~ I I  follo\vc.c.l more in- 

somnia and fever. C)n the nioming of October ~q he died after 

Iio~rrs of delirium, [luring which lie muttcrcd, in Latin. "Ne frus- 

tr:l visisse \lidear" (hli~y 1 not set-m to havc lived in \,:rill). 

Ar'icr Tycllo's tlo;r~h. runlc~rs I)cpan to c i rc~r la~e  t l i ; ~ t  Ile had 

been poisonecl, gi\r*n that I)otli the Catholic council ancl thc no- 

bility h:ld resented his influence over Kudolf. \V\lhen an analysis 

of ~ l r c .  :~sl.ronorl~ol's l)c,al.tl  IS v o ~ ~ c l ~ ~ c t e ( I  i l l  ( 1 1 ~ 3  IC)~)OS (his tori11) 

had I'irst hcen opc~~ccl  in 1901, rcnvcaling a nlalc corpse witli a nose 

opening rimmed with traces of copper). i t  sllo\ved that Tycho was, 

indeed, poisoned - but the poison was probal~ly self-administered. 

!\S a ~)r;~ctiliont>r 01' ~~~c:cIic:rl :~lcl~c.m): 'r'ycl~o concoctctl v:irious 

drugs, i~lclr~cli~lg OIIC*S co111:1ini11g I I I C ~ C L I ~  :I common inRrc'dicnt 

in cur;rtive potions in those d ; ~ ~ , s .  'l'races of mercury in Tycho's 

i 

bc;lrcl suggest t I I : I I  short ly I)cforc : i t t c~ id in~ the II:III(ILI~!I,  he prol)- 

il171v took l>ills cor~lairiing 1nc1-cuq~ to trc:~t his clll:lrKc.cl ~~rost :~Ic.  

and the resultant urinary prol)lems. I t  u0as the conll~ination of' 

mcrcuy poisoning and ~ircrnia that killed him \vitliin thosc fe\i. 

Illiscr;lI~le days. 

Soon thercal'tc.r K~ldolf ;ll)l~oir~ied 'I'ycho's assist.;l~~t. Johanncs 

[(el>ler, as irnlwrial mathcnl;~ticiali, the most prestigious lnathenlat- 

its ~x)sition i l l  I i ~~ ropc .  1.01. t l ~ c e  nest clcvcn ye;lrs, 1111til l i~~clol~"?r  

,cl~:;~tli, l < c l ~ ~ c r  thri\/c,cl ~ 1 1 1 i l c ~ r  ~hc .  c!n~~x!ror's paLrorl:lgcb. 111 1604 11c. 

published Astn,llo,nin przn Opt ia~ (The ( )l31 ical l'i11-I of Astronomy). 

in which IIC  cliscussed atmospheric refraction and lenses :ind 

PVC. I he csl>l:il~;~tior~ still i ~ e e ~ ~ ~ ~ e d  tucl:~! for the workillgs of 1/11. . , Iwo yc8:rt.s I:~i(-!r I I C  I)rotl~~c:c:d l.)(' S~(i l l~r  Novo, tlcscril,ing :I 

1 1 ~ ~ 1  star, ; I C I U ; I I I ! ~  ;1 suI)CrlIo\J:l, tli;it I~:ICI i~l~l>ca~-ecl i l l  1604. 

In 1609 Kcl~lcr's ..\stror~o,~~iu Novtr ( Nc\v Astronomy) carne 0 ~ 1 1 ,  

introclucir~g his first two I:tt\s: first, that I>l:~ncts nicl\cc in elliptic:~I 
orI>i~s ~ l i ~ l i  L I I C  s u n  as onc ol' thc l'oci ( a  thesis hc \rras ablt- I I I  

demonstrate thanla to71\rcllo's accurate obsen~a~ions); second, tIi:~t 

;1 planet s~vccps out cqu:rl areas of an ellipse during ecli~al intcr- 

v;~ls of time, 111c:lning 11131 t 1 1 c s  closer ;I I > I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  COIIIC~S to 111c S I I I ~ ,  

t l ~ c  l';~stcr i t  111ovcs. I<(!plt~r1s rfill)l~/ll~l / ~ I ~ ~ ( / o / ~ ~ / ~ I ~ I I ~ I ~ ~  ( l ~ ~ ~ c l o l l ' i ~ ~ c ~  

Tables) - \vhich used Tyclio's obser\-ations on tlic p lane~s  and 

stars to catalop thc positions of' 1,005 stars and offered tables of 
' rcl'rilction \!alucs - was I)~~l)lishecl in 1627 allcl ~ ~ o s t i ~ ~ ~ r n o ~ r s l ! ~  

p:~itl h o r ~ l a ~ e  1.0 the cml~c:ror's e ~ ~ l i ~ l i t c * n ~ d  support. I'crhaps onl!' 

s o ~ i ~ ~ o r i c  like I~i~rdoIS- O I I I ! ~  a p :~ t ro~i  \v110 \\?;IS 1 i t~r: i I l~~ cr;iy.y 

about science - could havc providecl the rneans for all of these 

clisc:o\/(~rics : I I I ( I  I I ~ ~ I I I ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~ I S  :1c1\~:111ce*s i l l  l < ~ ~ o \ \ ~ l e c l ~ ~ ~ .  l $ > *  pi\ri~lg his 

scicnt ists frees rein to ~ L I I . S I I C ~  tlieir rcsc-arch, li~ldoll' I'osierecl II reb- 

marl;abl\. creative environment at his court and turned Prague 

into the intellectual capital of Europe. 
\!\[lien, in ~ t ~ l o .  Iiel,lcr r(.c.civecl nc.\vs ol'C;alileo's 11c1wly devisc,cl 

1 ~ 1 ~ s c o ~ ) e .  li~~clolf'\vantccl to Ie:~rn a11 ;~l)out the 1t;rli:ln i~strononlcr's 

findings: irregularities on the surface of the moon, nurnerous new. 



sti~rs, ~ I I I C I  111c) s:~tc~lli~c!s oi ' je l l~i t~r .  1 1  \,V;IS ;~~iot l ic~r  sig11 o l ' t l~ r  

pcror's religious tolerance i ~ n d  broader vision that he 

the work of Galileo despite I he fact tI1at the aslronomer c ~ a s  con- 
l clemned by the Ci~lholic Church. I3~1dolf S L I ~ ~ ~ ~ S I C ~  tl1:11 hel,lcr t 

LISC instru~lients I'rom his Kltlzstlul~rlrrler to t;rke these invesli- 

g11 ions furl l lrr Me;lllr,vhilc, Colileo srnt one 0 1  his tclcscopes t o  

I r ~ c  Tlrunlcs to tlicse instruments :1nd Ruclolfb I,eneliction, 

l<cplcr 1>~1l)lisliecl Nllrrcltio Obser~l(rtts QIUI~IIO~/(JIIJS S ~ ~ t ~ l l i ~ i ~ ~ 1 ~ ~  
(h';lrration About l ; o ~ ~ r  S~I~C' I I~I :CS 01' j11pitcr O ~ ) s c r v ~ ~ ( ~ ) .  I < L I ~ ~ ] [ ~  
Kepler \vrotc appreciatively was endotved will1 h e  samr restless 

spirit of secliing o ~ ~ t  rlaturt. [hilt C;alilco ~~osscssc*d. 

"I'I1c Iinglish ~~ l i i l o so~~ l l c r  I'r:~l.lcis I1;lcoll s~rpp1s1c.d in his GcsiCt 

(:nl,orrn~l.  r resented at the Cllglish court during the twelve d;lys 

of' Chrisinl:rs in 15c)4. 111~11 to :lchicvr prc!aLnc!ss. :I ~-trl i*r InLlsl L!I,- 

gage in the conquesl of nalurc. "the searching o111. inventing, and 

discovering of all cvhatsoe\,er is hid anrl secret in the \vorld." 

. * 
I hose kingdoms were accounted most happy that hacl rulers 

rrlost addicted to ~~l~ilosoplly. . . . Arlrl to this purpose l will , 
co111rne11cl 1 0  J ~ I L I ~  l~liglir~css 1111c l::1iglisl1 lcillg] four pr i~~cip;~l  

~vorks arid monuments to yoursell': I:irst, thc collecting of a 

most perlkct and pneral i i b r ; ~ ~  . . . Nurt. s sp:icious, wonder- ,, 
I"11l g:~rtlc~l. tvhercin \vhatsoc.ver plirnl tile sun OS divc~rs cli- 

mates, out of the earth 01' divers molds, either wild or by 
c11 1 ~ ~ 1 r e  of I I I ~ I I I  l ~ r o ~ ~ ~ l l ~  l'or~ 11. . . . This ~:1rdc11 1 0  l)<* I > t . ~ i l l  : I I ) O I I ~  
with rooms to stal~lc in all rare beasts and to cage in all rare 1 

birds; with two lakes ndjoinirlg, the one of frcsh water the 

otll'r of S : I I I ,  Sor lilcc~ v:lrii,~y of l'isllc*s. t \~)r l  s o  ! f o ~ ~  111:y I I ; I V C >  i l l  

sm;lll compass a model of ~lniversal nature made pri\,;lrcs. The 
1 

third, a goodly huge cabinet, \vIierein whatsoever the Iiancl of 

m;ln by exquisite art or engine. hath made rare in stuff, form, or 

motion; a~hatsoever singularit! chance :ind the shuffle o f  I hings 

Ii:11l1 j~rocl~rcc-(l; ci~h;~~soc~vcr- N:ltul.c I I : I ~ I I  ~ v r o ~ ~ g l ~ t  i ~ >  t l l i~~gs 1.11;it 

want life and may I)c kept; shall be sorted ancl included. The 

furnaces, arltl vessels. as ma!, I)L. a f i t  for a I>l~ilosol>hc~r's 

stone. 

Although I<~ldolf h:ld alread!, put into effect just such :In all- 

progr;1111, it secn~cd to rol, hirn OS his rulc: rather 

than cbnhancc. i t .  'l'hc. I>rotraclcd :lnd intlccisivc Ottoman war had 

dr:lincd his I'i~~:~ncc:s :111cl l>ronll)tccl his I-lungari:~n sul~lccts, rvho 

llol-c# the I ) ~ I I I I ~  01' ~ h c a  col.~l'Iic~, ~o rcvol~ in 1004. 'I- 'IIc$ I I I ~ S I  YC;II. 

fiudolf's family stepped in ancl k~rced him to cedc Hungarian af'- 

fairs to his am1,itious younger I~rother Nlatthias, cvho had I)ecornc 
the c;~nclicl:~~c~ li)r s~~ccc-ssio11 ;~l'tc,r Iirlles~ cliecl i l l  1Yc)j. 

I'here \\*as l i t ~ l t .  affection bet\z:ecn I I I ~ .  tivo sil~lings. iVla~~hias, 

urililic* I?IIc.IoI[, hacl 1101 I~ecn sent 1.0 S I ) ; L ~ I I  allcl Ilad growl) into :I 

decisive, ambitious, :lnd m;lnil>ulati\~r. man who s c l i c ~ n ~ d  for 

years to unsc.:lt liis older I)rotlier and talic his pl;~cc on thc irnpe- 

rial tlironc. Llatthias M ~ S  illso I)oliti~allV S;IVL?! ; I I ~  saw th;lt bring- 

ing thc Ottornan a ~ l d  I lungarian conflicts to a close \vould help 

consolidate 11is po\ver. In 16ob, accomI>lishing what K~lclolF had 

not 1,cc.n ;~l)lr to (10,  Ilc- I:~l,oriolusl!~ coricl~~dctl I)c::lcr I'il.sl \z~itIi 

the Hungarian rebels : ~ n d  thc~n civil h t l i c a  'l'~lrl;s. .AI the s:lmc time, 

alarmed by IZudolf's gro\ving tlc~achmcnt and incompetence. as 

\vcll :IS his fiiil~lrc to gilarantccb s~rccession. RLI(IoI~ 's  t)rc)tlic!rs and 

cousins I)egan to sj,c;~li about tleposillg him. O n  !lpril 25. 1606, 

the): 11ict sccrcttl!i i l l  \ l ie~i~ia :rlitl recognized h ~ l ; ~ ~ t h i a s  as the de 
facco head of  lie l i o ~ ~ s e  of I-l:~l)sl)urg. 

Even as Matthias \\'as moving to scizc potvcr. Kudolf, trappecl 
i n  11.11- c~liorl~ious g:11) l ) c ~ \ \ ~ c ( * ~ i  I l i c b  gloriot~s icIc!;11 of his 1 i t  ; I I I C ~  

thc srjrdid rcillity ol' t'a~riil! ri\.;llries, \\.as plungctl into aor)l ller Jca- 

pression allcl again dis:~~>pca~.c.cl from ~ i ~ ~ l l l i c  \rie\\f. Seemingly lost 

to t l ~ c  \vorld. lie foc~rscd more than ever on his nattrral l-iistory 

collection ancl on giving his lilrratkrlrrlrrlcr a nc.14. splendid shape. 

1 0  1~1ocv 11is S I ) C ~ ~ I I I ~ * I I S ,  ~ I I S I I - L I I I I ~ ~ I I ~ S ,  : I I I C ~  :~rtif;icts ~ : I C {  I)ce11 

sprcad throupliout t hr. palacc, but in I 605 Hudoll' beg;~n to movc. 



l I ~ C I I I  illto ;I I I C ~ \ \ ~ ~ ~  c.011~1 ri~c:lc~c~ scri(>s 01' I.OOIIIS c o ~ ~ s i s ~ i ~ i g  of [llree 
vilultecl antcch;~n~l)crs, rilcll 111c;lrul~ii~ OS 1)) 18 feet. and a main 

hall some g8 b!, 18 lkcr. 
. . I lie rootns alcrr i l l u tn i~~ i~ t r J  I ) ,  l;1rgc \vitldo\vs on their \vestern 

sides and cnnvdcd rverywherr rlsc. \ v i t h  copl)oards. chests, and 

tablcs. Cilobes and clocli~, S C L I ~ ~ I I ~ I ~ C ~ S  i~ncl precious vessels, antlers 

and stulfcd snim;lls congrcg;~~ctl O I I  rvrry :nnilal)lc. surface. The 
C L I ~ ~ I O ~ I ~ ~ ~ S  cot~tiii~~c~cl t i l e s  ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ) ~ I ~ I I I ~ ~ ( ~ .  clri(!cl, i111ci p:irti:il sl)eci- 

mens of a l ~ i n l i ~ l ~ .  I~inls. i ~ ~ s r c t s .  o~ld  crustace.alrs, ils well as shells, 

pieces of corals. and minerals. CIlc!sts housed the emperor's scj- 

enrilic instrun~mts i111cI cIcver ~ i ~ c ~ c l l i ~ ~ r i ~ : ~ l  toys - S L I C ~ I  BS a pea- 

cock t ~ l i l t  \ ~ \ ' : I I I ~ ~ ~ C ~ ,  t L ~ r t ~ ( ~ ( l  :1~01111(~. :lll~I ~ ~ I I I I I ~ ~ C ~  11s l ; l i l  I I I ~ I C I C  of real 

l c ~ ~ t l ~ c r ~ ,  :111el :I 1:lrgc goltl sl)iclc*~~ t l t ; ~ t  c o ~ ~ l t l  l ~ t ,  \ V O L I I I C I  1113 stld sent 

scurryir~g  cross tllr .  lal)lc. S I I I ; I ~ ~  s ~ ; I [ L I ( ~ I I ~ . s ,  WOI-I<s in golcl ancl 

ver, C ~ ~ \ ~ C ' C (  gc'111s. ~ I I I C I  ivories I . C ~ S I ~ C I  i l l  t l l ~ i l -  O\.YII C : I ~ I ~ I ~ C L S ,  as did 

l<~~dol f ' s  I~ooks :IIKI illilstr;~~ iol~s ou I':ILIII;I : I I I ~  Flor:~, 

I n  the middle ol' I I ~ C  r l r : ~ i l - )  11: t I l  ol: tllc. I<rrrr.\//urrr~r?lcr stood a 
long rablc covcrccl ~ \ . i ~ h  grecll c lot l~ o n  \vhich \\!ere disposecl vari- 

ous t la t~~ral  llislor!: olut!c.~.s ilncl instr~1111c.11ts. I lc.1-c Kuclolf ~ o u l d  

sit ~ I I C I  S ~ L I C I ! ~  li)r I I O L I ~ ~ .  AS I . I I C ,  C I I I I I ) ~ I S S : I C I I ) ~  01' t l ~ c  l -)~~lie  of'Sa\.oy, 

Carlo I+ral~cc+sco r\l;r~ll'rcdi, rc,l,r)rl.ccl I~olnc. lii~doll' spent "two 

and s hall: hours sitting motionless. I o o l ~ i l ~  at the painling of fruit 

and fish markets scnt I ) \ ' ) ~ , L I ~  I lighncss." \'Vcrc I-:i~dolf's rclati\ies 

right. and a9as he illdcrd 111ild to stare i l l  one i~nage (.or so long? 

Or was such focus :I sign of p:~ssionatc absorl~tion in o1)tects that 

brought him I\t~o\\.lc.clgc. l ~ r l c l  jo!,? I-lis collection, 110th illside  he 
I\'z~~zstkrr~l~n~et- and outsidc in his menagerie and aviaries, \\.as his 

refuge ancl a sourctJ 01' ul~ce:~sitlg l,lc~:~surc, tI1c one kingclon1 that 

never disapl)ointecl or I':~ilccl him. 

Outside the f<l~rlsrhl~r~urer ancl rllc Hoyal C;,lrcIen, however. 

Kudolf's \vorld contir~clcrl ltr clisinrcgri~tc. id\l>palled hy h~latthias's 

negotiations uith t h r  O~toln,lns, rhc canll>cror \vanted to rene\v 

lhe ~ - L I ~ I ~ ~ s I I  L\~:II.. ~ \ , I : I I L ~ I ~ : I ~  11iovc*c1 1':lstt-r. l~:~Ilyi~lg silp1)ort iir1101lg 

[I1r clis:~l'li.clrJ 1-1 i~l~gi~~~i: l l is .  : I I I ~  ~)sol~risillg 1-cligio11s : I ~ I I I  l ) t ) l i t i ~ i ~ l  

C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ S S ~ O I I S  to 111t~111 :is \ < , c s 1 1  as (0  tliv cml>eror's su1,jccts irr Austria 

and i\,lur:lvi:i. kl;~t thias rc,ccivcd their assistance and tn;lrcl~ed on 

p , ; ~ g u ~  st IIIC. hc;ld  of:^ 1:1rge army in thc summer of 1008 liodolf. 

cornered, \\*as I;)rcrbcl to cedc :Iustria. tlunpan; and I\,lor~rvia to 
his h;ltcd I,rotlier. I-It. \:.;IS left OIII!; I3ohcmia. T!.rol. and the. ill- 
crcasingI\. rne;~t~in~lc.ss i~ i l~~c r i a l  titlc. 

/\I  It~i15t I'or thc~ time, I)c*lnR, his I3ohcmian s~1l)jccts t-cln;~ir~t.cl 

loyill, 1ho~1gl1 I'or ; I  l)ricc!. - I :~ l \ i l l~  ad\*;llltagc 01 LIIC  c111~)cror's l~olit-  

ical allcl mental \vc;~l;~~c.ss, t hcby compelled him to issue. on Jul!. 9. 
Ihot,, ;I "Lctlrr 01' i \ l ; ~ j c s t~"  th:~t ~: I \ : c '  LIIY Protestants offici:tl per- 

mission to I'~.c.c.l?, c*xvrc.isca t l i c ~ i r  t-c.ligion. collstruct cht1rcllc.s ;incl 

s (~ l l~ )~ ) l s ,  co~~ t ro l  t11c i ~ l ~ i \ ~ t ~ r s i ~ y ,  : I I I C ~  C O I I I ~ O S ~  :I c o ~ i s t i t ~ ~ t i o ~ l  K O \ -  

erll i~lg ~ k ~ c ~ i ~ ~  r i g l ~ ~ s ,  / \ l t l r o ~ ~ ~ l l  l<i~cIoll' I I : I ~  I ) ~ ~ I I  LI I O I C * ~ ; I I I I  I . L I I ~ ~ ,  

I ~ ; I L I  so I':II. clo11c~ his I I C ~ S I  to \ ~ ~ 1 1 1 ,  :I ~~riclcile r ~ ) : ~ c l  I ) C I \ \ Y ~ C I . I  t I l c 8  

( :~tl~olics ;LIIC! l ' ro~i:s t~~t~ts ,  : I I IC~ this clispt-t~s~1tior1, 1:1rgc1- t11;111 l - ~ c ~  

[ ~ I I  C O I I , J ' ~ ) I - ~ , ~ I > I ~ ~  t ~ * i ~ l - ~ ,  ~ ~ ~ ~ c I c ~ r : i c o r ~ d  his declirle. 

In 1 0 1 1  I3~1tloIf :~ttc.ml,tc~tl on('  last ti~lrc lo regain his po\vc=r. 
1-IC L I ~ . ~ c " I  Ilis cI1ost:n SLicct'ssor, Iiis c o ~ ~ s i l l  : \ r ehd~~kc  I.eo~~olcI \! 
llisllol> 01' I )~ISS:ILI. to co1i1ca to I)r:~g~lc, \ ,v i th  :l11 drln!r to rc,~lorc* Iris 

authurit!? ;111tl oilst h~llrt.rl~i;~s, \ \ . l i t )  hacl colrfined him ~ r )  111~. tit!'. 
Leopold complied. but as hc marchod ihrouph southern Bohcmi~i. 
his :lrm!f l>illi~pccl tht. c ~ ) l ~ n t ~ - s i d c .  And \\.hen his f(,rcrs rr;1chrd 

Prague. 111e)- dc\t;lst;lterl the \C\<,  Git! but failed to turn out 

hlatthias. This I~otchc~d intcnientiorl onl! further discredited 

Il~~cioll.. l~lis Ilohcrnian sul?jccts no\+. .11>1>calcd to Alatthiils to cl<.- 

fend them, ancl he nras pleased tc) oblige. Taking Rudalf 'is a vir- 

~ L I ~ I  l>risoncr, l ~ t ,  I'orct~cl 11in1 to yic~l(l t1-1~ CI-O\VII of l3ol1e111i~1 i n  

hl;ly 1611. !:or ~ l i c  lrcst 11i11e n~ot~t l is .  L I ~ c ,  last of his lil'c, l<~~tlo!l' 

dwelled :IS :I gl~ost in his o\vn honre. ,A contemporan. portr:iit 

shoivs ttlc I ~ ~ ~ c I a .  clnl,en)r ofitli a bushy bcarcl conce;lling thr 

t l l s l ~ r  I :111d l);lgs e~llder his deep-set eycs. ~vhich lool; 

\ 8 i l c - ; ~ ~ ~ i l ! l  :III(I s ;~el l~ O L I I  01' 1 1 ~ 8  t I : l r l<~~~~ss  01' the l ~ i c ~ ~ l r c * .  l-lis ~)c!~-soi~: i~ 
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melancholic ilnd tllat there \ilcrr man) m:lle\lolen[ types around 

him tahnp  acl\lantage of his condition to lnalic. things \f.orse. 

Even in tllesc. last rniserablt. years. cvhcn he n a s  \videlv re- 

p ~ ~ e d  to Ijc ~ n c n t ; ~ l l ~ .  imbala~icecl a11cI ~ ~ ~ i : ~ ~ ) ~ ) r o ; ~ ~ h a b l e ,  clpathetic 

yet cxtrcrl~c:l!~ st~~l)l)orn, R ~ ~ d n l f  cont in~~crl  to \vin over visitors to his 
court. 1.1:11iicI l ; r (b~l~i~a,  \v110 c:i~llc to l'r:~g~~cl ;IS 1):lrt of I I I C  Tuscall 
c1111~1ssy ill  1000. \V:IS ir~.i~.:~~c~cl l) )?  I I I ( *  ( l c ~ l : ~ v  l)c-l'orc* I I I ( ,  
cnllxror \vo~rltl rctccivc cven S L I C ~  ;J h i g l~ -~ . :~~~I i i~ lg  d e l ~ g a t i ~ r l  and 

remarked on his cvitlentl! failing po\\icrs. l3ut hc- ivrote admir- 

inpl! th:~t " t l l c b  I.;n.~l)c*ror's amazing lino\vlcdge of all things. his 

ripc jutlgr~~ent,  arlcl skill h:~\/e rnaclc hirn lumo~rs. \vhile his friend- 

liness, stc~;~dlr~s~ness in religion, and mori~l integrity Ilavt. won him 

pop~~l~~ri t ! . ;  ~l iese \verc the principles ol' his o~risiandinp and re-. 

rnarli:~blc reign \vl~icll g:~ined the pl;lutlits of tlic whole \vorld." 

In tlic o l l i ~ i i o ~ ~  0 1  his c ~ c t r a ~ ~ o r s .  R~rtloII' h ;~d r~~incc l  everything 
b), ~ol:ing 1117 I I I C  stucly oT;irts and nalurr \ \ / i l l 1  s~1cl1 a 1'1cli of 111ud- 

erat ion that l1(: d(-sc.rtcd thc affairs 01' still(b I'or alchemists' lab- 

oratories, pi~intc.rs' studios. cloclilnalicrs' tvorksl-~o~>s, and animal 

enclosures. "l1isturl)ed in his mind l)!! sonlc. irill-nent of' melnn- 

choljl, hc I I ; I C ~  I~egun to love sc)litudc. and s h u ~  himsclf off' in his 

Palace as if Ilehind the bars of a prison," lanie~lted Eremita. The 
result Lvas administrative chaos. 1't.t \vhcn I~i~clolf died from 

e d c n ~ : ~  on J ~ I I L I : I ~ ! ;  20. 1 6 1 ~ .  the people 01' I'r:lguc mourned "der 

pute Hcrr" (1hc1 ~ o o t l  lord). ~vliosc reign I1:ltl I ~ r o ~ ~ g l i t  to Pntgue a 

gol(lc!~~ :.~gc. \A'l~ilc~ 111 ~~loll"s icrnp(~)r:~I rrig11 1.~1 l I ; I I  sli(or~ cjl '  SLIC- 

cess, his iri lell(~r~ual P ~ ~ S L I ~ ~ S  lived up  to ;I 11rincc3ly ideal that few 

r~11c.r~ I I I : I I I : I ~ C Y ~  1 0  : I I ~ ; I ~ I I .  

S H  OR.I .LI .  I: E ~ : o  H E 1-1 I S final sho\\.do\,vn ~vi th klatthias, Rudolf 

began to inventor!. his \*as[ holdings of rltrtrrnrlio, trrtificinlia, and 

scilrrltij~ctr. '171iis ~)rocc~ss. \\,llich st:~rtcrl in  1007, continuccl for lour 

, yc:lrr Ix:c;~nsr his I\r~asrkn~~r~~a!r aS:ls so I ~ L I ~ C .  in scope:. \ * : ~ r i r ~ y  i111d 

importancc TruI! i t  \r:is the cntircb world in onc ~ 1 : s ~ .  

The richest and most signil'ic;int portion of the collection were 

his spccimcns of rintur.rr/irr (and the inventon; did not cvcn in- 
,-lucIe tlle live bcusts). I l l  :~clclitior~ the 111ore farnili:~r :~niri-l:~ls 

arid those already men1 iollc!cl,  here tvere stuffed loriscs (Icnlur- 

' l i l< r  :111ini;1ls (ro131 tlsi:~) : I I I ~ ~  v : ~ r i o ~ ~ s  /Ifric:111 :IIIC~ s o ~ ~ t l l  /\111elric:111 

l l l ( ) ~ i l i ~ ~ ! ~ ~ ,  ~ I I C I L I C I ~ I I ~  111ea I'irst (d<!i1(1) coIo1)11s hro~~glil  1 0  1 i 1 1 r o l ) c a  

rronl Iithioljia. A I~lacli-cro\\'~~c'cl cr;lnc lSl.om So~lt1.1 Al'ric;~ Ioolic~~I 

veqr eleganl with ils \vhitc.-~il>~)eJ wings and a go1dc.n cro\vn 01 
feathers  top its hcad. 'IIlc sl~lcrrclicl red-billed toucan - a I)l:~rl; 

birtl \\'ith a \.vIiitc throat aritl a m;~ssi\*c. red I ~ i l l  \ v i~h  bl;lcl, ;incl !'cl- 

lo\v stripes at its I,;lsc. - \v;~s rc~l~rcscntccl II!~ six bcaks. 'fllc. s~~~f l ' r c l  

African penguin, : I ~ O L I ~  27); i ~ i ~ l i e s  lollg and weighirlg I'ro~r~ 4i. to 

6% I ,o~~~>ds .  canie f'run~ So11t11 ,Africi~, \\here its lii~biti~t coi~~cid(.cl 

\v i th  t h c .  cold, nutrienl-rich Iicngucla Current. l'hc in\fc.ntor)s clcb- 

scril)~cI i t  as "skin ol' duel< of hilagellan which \.ualks L I ~ > ~ ~ ~ \ ~ I I  011 

(bet lil ic.  a  Inan; tlicl I)ird is I)lacli and ~vhi te  and h i~s  v c n  cu-  

rious wings, \vithout truc I I ~ L I ~ I : I ~ . . "  

I~~~clolf"s marinr s l > c c i n ~ c ~ ~ s  enco~npassed red and I~lacli cori~l,  

various shells, crabs and ~ ( J ~ ~ s L c ~ s .  I)lo\vfish. Nonvegian basket stars 

(starfish ~ i t h  heavily branchecl arms that look like intricate tree 

roots). \valliing h:~tfish l'rorn off the coasts of Brazil and I-'loricl:~. 
and flying fisti with cnl;lrgeel \\finglike fins used for I)riel' g l i t l i~~g  

flights sc\rcral feet abovc the. w:~tc:r.' And then there tverc 1n:lr- 

\ / L ~ ~ O L I S  i l~sccts,  i r ~ c l ~ ~ c l i ~ i g : ~  l(t:~l. i~isc~cl ~ ' ~ O I T I  SC) I IL~IC~~ ; IS I  Asi;~, w11ic-1.1 

I I ; I S  the color nnd sh :~~>e  ol' :In old Ieal' with slightly bro \vni~~g ;lnd 
c ~ ~ r l i ~ l ~  c:c[gt!s, ; I I - I C ~  ; I  S O L I I ~ I  /1111caric.;111 criclic*t \,vit11 i;~spr!r u*i~lgs. 

I j ~ ~ d o l f  also had :l11 cstcnsi\re collection of etI lnogr:~~~hic :rrti- 

".4 I1uger agent sailtng from Lisl~on to Indla recorded that " I  haw wcrl many 
klntis of hsh. \vhereoF ~ h e r c  \ \ ,ouIc I  he much ro write, espec~all\ of ~hosc  hat fl\ 
abovc the sca and have wirljis. 'Th~s Inany \\.il l  not wlsh I O  hcl~e\'t., 1x11 I Ilavr 
scelr tllc.ln ;I thous.lnd 111nc5 1.1,. ;IS I I C ; I ~  ;IS tllr musket \ \ . i l l  carry" 
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facts l'rolll China. Incli:~. Siam ('I.hi1ili111c0. I'ersii~. ' l i ~ r k ~ . ) :  Emt, . 

and tl1a Nets \j\ic)rld ( inc l~~ding  ~ ~ I C X ~ C ~ I I I  h:lther p i c t~~rcs  clcpicting 

Christi;~n saints). A I I ~  tllere was i l  srction drvoted 1 0  \+jeapons ' . 

from superbly \\~rought 'lilt-kish swords captured in lx~ttlc with L], 

Ottomans to a d a g c r  that supposedl!~ \ifas the onc. ~ ~ s e d  to mur- 
... 

der J~rlius Caesar in 44 BC. The in\entory of the l i ~ l ~ / ~ t k t ~ r , l ~ ~ ~  
. , ' 

oral ion. 

With Hudolf's demise. his collection quickl!. scattered. Just 

prior 10 his end, \vIic.11 Ilc-. had lost his I)o\ver and ; r p l ) : ~ r e ~ ~ t l ~  his '" 

i i  I c o r .  o r  i s  I I I ~ I I I : ~ ,  I I i ~ v i o r  o c I S I S  
,I 

in t l i c '  Idion's C:oi~rr listcxl only one lion, I \ Z W  1igc.r~. o11c' l)e;~r, illld 1 

t - \~~o \i:ilclcnts. Therc. ma!. have been somc. other cre;ltitres left else- 

~vhe r r  in the Ho!ral Chrden and thc ;l\?iaries, but tlie menagerie 

\\,as clcarl!; at its nadir. Meanwhile. R'latthias secrc.tl! Legan to 
rnovc I O  Vienna [he  nlost \;aluable itc:ms from his I~rol her's col- 

lection - primarily art\vork and oblecls made froin j>recious ma- 

terials. ( 'lhe Venelian envoy Cirolarno Soranzo estin1;lted that 
, 

thcre \itere more than  tlirc!~ thousancl p;~intings alo~le.  -1hc other .- 
tre:IsLlres \ ~ ~ r e  valui:il :I( sctrcrltcerl 111illior1 ducats - rllortl than 

the ent ire Spanish royal I>udget in 1628.) 

The- Rohcmian cst;~tcs clamorecl I'or Ixlrt of these :~sscts. since 

they had helped pay for them. and a yrcat deal more usas dispersed 

\\rhc,n I'r:lg~le was ir~\,;~dc.cl I,!, S\'\{edish I roops in I at the end 
ol' tI1cs ' I ' l ~ i r l y  Years' \~/:II.." Irotlici~lly, [his uar, t'vllicll \ V O L I I L I  rage ' 
t11r011glio~11 Eu1.01-)c 1;)1- ; I  generatio~n, \$*;IS sparlied (111 the very 

groitncls 01' tlte I'rag~~c. C:astlc on I \ I ; I \ .  2 3 ,  rb18. O n  ~lrat  tla!? the 

Catholic lieutenant g ~ \ ~ c ~ r n o r s  scr\~itig the ne\\. I laI)sl)urg hng ,  
Ferclinancl I I (Matthias's s~tccessor) wel.c8 Iiurled out ofthe \\;itido\vs 

tllcir ofl'iccs by Pr(~tcst;~nt R o l ~ c r n i ; ~ ~ ~  ta)l)lcs. ~ I C  reliCiurls tnler- 
4 S ' ,ancc ;incl peacc thi11 IILIcIoII' h:~d triocl to preserve clurirlg his rcign 

calnc to naugl11 sliorl l!, after his de;ir h. 

The sunri\ing inventory of thr  I<r.tl~stlur~nnrer is the only Lesta- 

merit to the oncc :istonishing, mawelous, and inspiring world 

that I<udolf hacl crcated in Prague. Al:~s. the hundretls of lines of 
C , ~ ~ I I I ; I I I  script gi\r L I S  S O I I I C  idea OS I I I C '  K I I I I S ~ ~ U I I V I I ~ ~ ~ ~  OLII do not 

bring i l  10  lilac. 'l'l~crr. r c -~~~a ins ,  Ito\~\rc.vc~~., O I I ( .  pircc' 01' I . I I ( .  cml,c~ror's 
col)ection that still seems tu breat l~c :  t l ~ c  Musetrl~~ q/ l<rcdolfll. 

As i f  sensing  hat his Klarstkrriilrlter would vanish \virh his death, 

Kudoll' ordered his c o ~ t r ~  artists 10 ~~rocluce a piclorial record of 

his I~c!lovc.cl crc:;~t l.lrc9s, l)o1.11 livcb ;incl I>rc~sc*t-\led. 'l"Ir($ AiIrcsc.rt.nl col)- 

sists 01' t\'vo large \1oli1111es, m e a s ~ r r i ~ ~ p  Illory than 1 6  I,y 1 2  inches 

and cor~taining 179 illustrated parchment folios. 0 1 . 1  their pages 

passes a parade of l(udolf's marnrn;~ls and birds. reptiles and fish. 

insects  rid corals, and note\\~orthy animal parts. 1 lcrc is the horn 
of thc rhinoceros ~l1a1 I lans I<l.lcvc.nliiiller spcnl allilust thirty 

years trying to procure, Ihr the eniperor: the tusk that de Boodt 

correctly identified as l)elonging to :I nanvhal rather than a uni- 

corn; thc sliin of :I I ~ i ~ p o ~ m t a ~ l ~ ~ ~ s  with its head ancl teeth at- 

taclrccl, drnpecl over :I clowcl on \vhicll i t  I ~ung  I'roni tllc ceiling of' 

the Kllnsl\atl~n~er. Asiclr from thesc rraytrients, reclolent with his- 

~ory, most of the othcr ;lnimals :Il)pc;lr still alive and full of spirit. 

The), are as mesmerizing nou. as tlic!; \{(ere ~o li~~clolf when hc 
strollcrd past their enclosures in the I<oyal Garden or pored over 

their. r .cn~:~i~ls  in tllc I < r ~ r ~ s t l u r ~ r ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ c ~ ,  Allcl s o n l c t l ~ i ~ ~ g  OS ~ l l e  em- 

peror's o\vn spirit lingcrs in the fetv im;~ges of riatrcrrrlin arranged 

on the grclen cloth t:~l)lc at \iihich I<~~do l f  spcnt his tl;lys seeking 

to ~~n loc l t  the mysteries of the universe. 

'This ronflccr s\t'el~ cc*c~tr;~l Ii~rropc from I ~ I H  to 164S. pr~~ing 11ic C;crman 
I'rolcst;~nt prrlices arltl ;I nurnl)er of lorc~gn po\vcbr\ agalnsl 1111. I IoI! Iiornan 
Empirc. and 11s Catholrc allics. and causing n1,issnpc dcaih and dcs~ruct~on. 
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no\\! tllat l'hiladcll~lios possessed liis o~vlr source of' tliesc a ~ ~ i -  

nial 1;lnlis. 

Al'ter the elephants came 17igrrr (two-horse chariots) dra~vn by 

goats, saiga antelopes (hurnp-noscd rumin:~nts from thc Urals), 

oryx with their I~right white 1)oclies and I~orns rising like tall 

spc;~rs, s\,vift h:irtc.l)eests (li~rriip-sho~~lcIerc:cl I'a\vns tvith long. 

narrow faces), and ostriches. Ilehind tlic~n~ still more Al'rican, 

E t l i i o l ~ i ; ~ ~ ~ ,  Arabian, Syrian, ;Incl I'ersian 11c:lsts drc\v cl~:~riots  - 
-- 

all 0 1 '  them (1rivc:ri I>y boys clrc:ssc~cl as chi~riotccrs arrcl girls arniecl 

\vitIi lances and shields. 

No ilnimal array of such diversity had cver l ) c c ~ ~  seen in 

Alcsi~ntlria or in ;.111y othcr Creel; city. Sor~lt: spectators g ;~ \~ l ied  in 

cvo~iclcr. C>tlicrs ~.cc:~llccl /\r.isto~li.'s Ic:~rncd dcscril)tioris 01' 
slrangcb I)casts rlcvelling in clist;~r~t lar~ds allcl milrvelecl at how fir  

Philadclphos's power had spread. Bul the!, could no1 ponder any 

species for long, as more ancl more aniilials and olhcr prized 

goods s~reamed past, [rumpcling yet ano1llc.r. cur ic l~~cs~ ol' lalld, 

comt-nerce. and diplomacy. 'l'hcre wcre bigrre drawri lj!l camels, as 

well as carts carrying Indian tvornen, other csotic foreigners, and 

~ x i s o ~ ~ e r s  huclcllc.d urlcler C O I ~ ~ I ' L I I  tents. 'Tlicrc were I'urtl~er carls 

lo;ltlecl \vitIl Ili~~idrc~cls of p o ~ r ~ ~ r l s  ol' franliir rce~lse i111tl niyrrh, sal'- 

fron and cassia, cinnamon and orris, and many other spices from 

Arabia ancl India - brought to /\lesanclri:~ to l ~ e  turncc1 ir~to the 

fir~cst ointments, pcrfunics, :incl cosmetics allcl then shipped to 

c1ic.nl.s :lcross t l i c *  sc ;~ .  Nesl m;~rctlecl E t l ~ i o ~ i a n  trihutcb I)cnarcrs, 

\vcllking slowly, I~cnl  lo~v ~ ~ n d c r  the ~veight of six I l i ~ r ~ d r ~ d  ele- 

phant tusks, two thousand ehon!, logs, ancl tlozens of large vessels 

I ' L I I I  01' golcl - I~ .SI : I I I IC; I I~S 10 l ~ l ~ i l : ~ ~ l ~ l ~ ~ l ~ o s ' s  c!spi11isio11 tIo\vr~ the 

Trogocl!ltc c o ; ~ s ~  ;111cl into RIc~roi:. 

As a coda. trainers led one large \vhite hear - either a Thracian 

variety or an albino from Syria - fourteen leopards, nine chee- 

tahs, I ; ) L I ~  caraci~ls, : I I ~ C I  two III;II.VC'IS: ;I giral'l;, ( a n  i~rririr:~l tr~~lino\,vn . . . . .. . 

Eleph(r1its for a l i i~ tgdov l  . 45 

F 130th of tllcsc strange I~,c:~sts Iiad Ix-rrl shipped honl hllemC, and 

they mad(, '11 I indelil)lc i ~ i ~ l ) r e s s i o ~ ~  O I I  11ic ol~lookc~rs. 'I'lic. Jcwisl~ 

scholars trar~slating the Ibrah at thc h4useurn included the gi- 
raffe in Deuteronomy 14 riniong the beasts that can be sal'cly 

eaten by Jews. 'I'he animal docs not appear in tllc r~on-Greeli ver- 
1 sion of this l'cst. 

I In the days after thc 1)ionysian proccssion, st;~tues of thc clci- 

fiecl Ptoleriiy I and i \ l c s i~~~dc r  the (~ireat, borne 11y cluaclrigaca of 

e l e P h m ~ ,  were l j i ~ ~ c l c d  tlirougli t l i c -  city, horii)ring I lie men wllo 

had made I'l~iladelplios's l<inpdom l~ossible. Thcrc. were also cel- 

ebrations of' Zeus and other Olympian gods. And i t  took an entire 

day for f'hiladelphos's army - somc 57,000 inl'antry, 23,000 cav- 

alry, ; I I I ~ ~  111;1ssivc ~1~1i11i~itics ol'n~ilit:~ry li;~rd\v;~rc 11o[rgI~t \vitli t l ~ e  
I '  

new golcl - 1.0 pass I)cforc the sl)crtators, leilvir~g them i l l  I I O  

doubt of the Iting's readiness for \zeal-. 

I t  seenis incredible that Philadell)hos could li:~vc amassetl so 
, much ,  especit~lly so rn:lny elept~ants,  in so short ;I time - I'~-cun 

the moment he took thc, throne in 282 BC to the celebration of 

the Ptolemaia in 275 BC. let here they were. nearly one hundred 

beasts marchir ~g beforc I lie as1 onishctl spectators, plus evcry- 

tl.~ing that li)llo\ved i l l  t l r c b i r  waltc. 1)ctc.rminccl to rlcl'cnd ancl (>X- 

tend his Iingdom in the face of various enemies, Philadelphos 

had movccl with efficiency and tleterrnination, opportunism and 
vision. In thc process ol' 1)uilding ;I corps of his animrll cvarriors, 

lic had m;-id~ his liingclom f;~r richcr ;~nt l  stronger tl.ian it hail I)ecri 

a when he had rc.ceivecl i t  I'ron~ his father. .And no\\* hc was irlform- 

ing Antiochos that he also had liis own potentially vast supply of 

Al'rican elel)li;lnrs. Thc' li)r~nc:~. irnl):~l:rtrcc* or ~~o\wcr t1;1c1 I,ctrn re- 

dressed. 

I_,ATL< R T I  I A - I .  \ . E A R  I'liilaclelphos rirarcticcl c'lst, to wrest lc 
1 n . 1 ,  I .  . k . .  I . > I $ .  



\vi tho~~t  f'urther licluid I'or al,o~lt L C I I  clays. Desirlcs, the beast 

yielded a variety ol' ~lsel'~11 ~)rotlucts. Female camels could furnish 

milk for humans to consume along the way. Camel hair was spun 

into cloth and rope. Its skin served for sadtllehags, sandals, and 

water buckets, and its clricd dung mi~dc good cooking fuel in the 

treeless desert. The animal tipas the most versatile moving system 

one could desire iri  that climate and geograph\ Recognizing its 

irnl>ortancc to the commerccb of his kingtlonl, f'liiladell~lros began 

to import camels through his !\rabi:l~l trading contacts. 

The journey of camel and elephant caravans from Berenike to 

Coptos. ;I stretch of sonlc 205 n ~ i l ~ s ,  tool< t\vclve days. A~len and 

hcasts tr:rveletl c l~ i r i l i~  thy nigtil I O   void the cxtrrmc heat. In the 

daytime tliey restid at protcctc~tl \v:ttcring stiitions, callcd lzy- 
dre~rlllntu, and \vcrtt I I ; I I ) I ~  li)r \V ; I~CT,  slicltcr, ;incl some sleep. The 
hunters \.liere also pleasecl to I)c. rcturnil~g home. At El-l<anayis. 

the pcnultirnate l i j ~ J r t ' ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  O I I  I 1 1 ~ 3  I-oi~cl l'r011i 1it.renikr ~o Izdfu, a 

man named I.)WI-ion rrcorclccl I l i b  I . ~ . L I I I  1 1  will1 a 11icl~1r.c ul' an elc- 

pliant carved on a rocl,. Oncc at llrc Nilc, rrlcrl and I,easts boarded 

riverboats arld s;~iletl north to illernl)liis. Sincc the chief purpose 

or the eleph;~nts \W:IS 1 0  scrvc. in ~ l r c  Syria11 war, i t  ~ v a s  I~est to lieep 

most of them at tllc* royal depot thcrc. I:rom Illemphis they co~lld 

reach Egypt's castcrn border and Syria much faster than if they 

were to march From Ales;~nclri;~ :Icross [lie f~111 \\.idth of the delta 

and its net\\lorli of water\irays. 

A M A X  W I T H  a less agile mind might have stopped at procuring 

gold and war elephants :rncl cxparltling his tr;ltle net\vorks. Rut 

Philadelphos, as ancicnt \vritcrs note, was dri\len by grander am- 

I~itioiis and by curiosit!r. As a highly educated Greek nobleman, 

he valued learning, both as a ~>olitical tool and as a goal in itself. 

Even as his elcphant hunts \4~erc going o n ,  he began building on 
#L,. *.-L: ....--..-... - l '  l . : .  r . l  l I .  . I  " I  

tLlral leadcrshil> frorn Athens. I. 
Philadelphos ~vanted thc Rluseum scholars to carry out stud- L 

ies in all areas of knowledge. Thus Euclid, whose Elerllents \vould 

the standard tcstbool; of elcmentar). mathematics For two 

[housand years, worked and taught in Alexandria. The  renowned 

enginetrr I\tesil,ios (;I local barber's son), also thrivccl under 

~ ) ~ i l : l d c ~ I ~ ~ l ~ o < s  ~ > i i t ~ ) r i ; ~ ~ e .  I-lc \\!as the f'irst to make devices opcr- ' atecl I)!r pneunr:itics, c~ r~s t ruc t ing  the first accurate nrater ~IocIi  

and a \vater organ, nian~elous automata mechani- 

cal tle\liccs) for thc Icing's festivals, and catapults i;)r his 

military c;ln~lx~igns. Mc;~n\vhile, thc physician I-lcrophilos pc-r- 

rormcd tlissccl ior~s on cadi~vcrs to ~ ~ n l o c k  thc secrets of the I)rail~, 

\\lhich Ilc S;IM. ;IS t lrc.  organ ol' t l ~ c  soul (while his con~elnporories 

bclievecl the* sot~l  \zfas in the he;~i-t or liver), arltl st~ldied the cyc, 

liver, ;~ticl SCSLI ; I I  org;llis. I-le also disco\~ered the nerves and the 

rlrvlt~rn ol'thc pulsc, and in his medical practice he rlevc~~lecl ca1.c- 

l'ul a t t c~~ t ion  to di;lKnostics arid the usc of J ~ L I ~ s ,  diet, and escr- 

cisc. Str:~ton, I'hil;~clelphos's chief' tutor. wrote hoolts o11 clliics 

and logic, cosmology i~ncl l~syclrnlogy, ancl phvsics ancl zoo log>^. I lc 

arguecl that the processes of' natcrrc lnust be explained I)!, natur:il 

causes rather than l)y [he actions of the gods. And Philadelphos 

hilliself composed a trcatise on trees. 

At the same time. a contingent of literary scholars at thc 
A~luseum studied, analyzcd, and for posterit!. the body 

of Greek literalure and that of'other cultures. IJhiladelphos invited 

foreign philologists to his court, including a group of religioc~s 

S C I I O I ~ I ~ S  f'roni lcrusalelm, who came to Alexandria to translate 

the Torah into Creek for the Librav. The Icing and his succcs- 

sors \vere so intent on gathering all of the ~vorld's extant books 

that they not only scouted the major boolc markets at Athens 

i~nd  Rhodes, but they also engaged in boolc piracy. T'hev would 



cloc1.1rncnts rlicrllion tracltcrs \'vho locatecl t l ~ e  ;lnim:~ls. liirnters 

\vlio C ~ I P I U I . ~ C I  I )c : I~s ;~nd  lio~is, and vt!rerinarians wlio cared lbr 
die nrm!:s horses and baggage animals, as \vcll as I;)r captive ex- 

otic Iwasts. 

'l'+r:~nsp~rting \,vild creatul.es from distant pro\:ir~cc-s 1 0  I3ornc 

\zus ;~notller complicated I)~~siness .  I-lcrc. tlic Roman f'lc~et came 

into l~l:~!: blercli:~nt pallcys, \vhich scrvc-d as I~oth c;rrgo vessels 

.tntl rllc.n-of-\\~;~r, ~ l c ~ ) e r l d i r ~ ~  on circun~st :~~ices,  \vcrcb onc means 

ol' convcyallcc. 'I'rorlsport sIii1)s l'or l'erry ing arrny 11ol.sc.s. call(~cl 

hippugogoi - with a large hull in [lie I):~cl; and a Ilal I~ot~orn  - 
were*  nothe her. I+rocious I,ei~sts \zrerc 11r0~1ght on I>o;lrcl : ~ n d  kept 

in c:lges I;)r tllc cluration of t11c~ Jo~lrne!: 1,irrger or c,~lnicr al1irri:rls 

\v[:rt8 sc~ci~recl 011 cli*cl< l)) ,  rol)cbs 01- c l i ; ~ i ~ ~ s  ; I I ~ L I C ~ I C C ~  I.O t11t:ir f ( a c 1 .  

I'liri!r [ h c  Eld(tr reports a chal-~iii~ig ancc(1ote about t l iscri~barkin~ 

the elephants at thc southern Italian port of Puteoli (modern 

I'ozzuoli). The anirnals go1 I'rigtilened l)y {he length of  tlie pang- 
\,\fa\ strc!tching from the boa1 to the shore, so of their o\vn acco~vl. 

they t urncd around and crosscd i t  baclc\z*:~rd to cheat t hemselves 

in their estimation of the disti~nce. 

t\riinials clesti~ic*d li)r Rani(: \vcrc. rliscrnl~;~rltetl :II ( . )s~i i~,  I hc 

closcsl port ~o I Ilc capi~al .  I-lcbrc tlrc cages ; I I I ~  loos(. i l~~inlals \vcrc 

transferred to flal-bottomed hoats that n,ent up the 'l'iber River. 

On rcaching l<omc the cagcbs \b1ere st:rclic.cl at the docks ~ ~ r i ~ i l  

the ;~l)propriatc ol'ticials c~111ic 10 collc:c~ them. Pliri!. 1ne1-ltiorls 

t h a ~  I I I C ,  sc~111)tor P;~siteles w ;~s  once so :~l,sorl~ed in stiltlying ;in 

African lion at the docks, peering at i t  so as to depict the creature 

mosr :~ccuratel!: that he nearly lost his life \ \hen a leol~arcl burst 

0111  01' :I 11cilrl)y c:~g[l, 

livc~n if t h e j ~  arrived in time ;incl decent sIlapc, unhiri- 
dered and undamaged by storms at sea, exotic beasts required 

proper care and feeding ~o perform in the games. Sylnniachus, a 

corlslrl who st;~gccl o l ~ i ~ l u i t  : ~ r ~ i ~ n : ~ l  hunts in 1\11 3 ~ 1 1 ,  Ix~d ilill~ort~cl 
I I' 1 . 9  r I .  3 I .  I 

Corrtrolliitg ~\lutltre ill t l z r .  Ho,irniz Arejrn 7; 

. -  freedom? W I I ~ I I  the dl)l)ointccl tl:lY ;~rrivccl. the crocodiles hacl l i t -  

[ l c  p ] ~ ~ c l <  1 ~ 1 ' 1  i l l  llwrn. I:l~i~ociatecl. tl~c!!r had to I,c tIisl~atchccl i l l  ;I 

hLln)i, before they espired on their own from the stress of being 

dragged inlo tile arenil ;incl at~aclietl by  armed men. The specta- 

tors co~lld li:~rcIly havt. Iwcn pleasccl with  he s l ~ o \ ~ ' .  
I)espitc s~rcli challengc~s, Pompey nlanaged the. logistics of or- 

esnizing his g;lnies \vith tlic* S ~ I T I C ~  military cliscil~line and ad~nin-  

istrati\le S : I \ ~ \ ~ ~  11c had c l ~ l ~ ~ l o y c d  in co~icl~rering :rntl rcsettlirig tile 

pirates i111d S I ~ I ) J L I # ~ ~ L ~ I I ~  tlic. East. Allcl I I C '  ou~dicl liis ~ ~ r e d c ~ c s s o r s  

by a ividt. margin. Sulla Ilad cl-eatcd il sensation i l l  93 BC: \vlicn 

he had displ:lycd roo lions. Po111pcy imported boo. In 58 BC: the 

cstravap;~~~t  ;~ctlile M;I~CLIS S C ~ L I ~ L I S  II:ICI ex1iil)itcd ryo fe111ale 

Icolx~rds Sol. ~ I K *  firs1 li11ic '  i l l  I~ornc~. I'on~l)c!f o~.cl[:rccl 400 1 ; ~ .  his 

show. as \veII its 10 eIel>l~;rn~s.  l-1c : I I S O  L O O ~ C  C ; I ~ C '  to procure ;rni- 

lnals L ~ I C  Ijomans hat1 ncvcr before seen in the arcria. Thcrc were 

Ethiopian hahoons, cvhich Pliny described as h:l\ling "hind lket 

rese~nbling thc feel ol' a man and leg:; ilnd forcl'cct like 11:1nds" - 
and as being extrcrnelj, lcrocious. I he Gallic lynx, "with the 

shape of a wolf and leopard's spots," according to Plin): \\.as also 

;I liovel crcalurc. So was the. rhinoc-eros, \\,hicl1 c\.ould 1)ecomca :I 

favoritc i l l  lio~lle, brctl IO Sight c!lcl)liants by slicing their storn- 

achs with its sharp horn. 

That he cvas able to ;issc~n~ble s u c l ~  a spec tac~~lar  array of esotic 

animals rcl'lrctcd I'unil)c*y's I 'ar- l ' l~~rl~ i l l l l~~cncc  allcl comnialid. 

Dcspile his I)oli~ical prol)lerns at llomc., he w.c~s ;~l) le  to call in Ih- 

vors and ot)ligations fro111 Iiis nulnerous clients across ~ h c  ancient 

world. In Africa he  coulcl rel!. on the Nurnidian Icing Hienlpsal. 

\.\/horn he 11;rd I I L I ~  o n  1 1 1 ~ 8  th~.onc. In Egypt Icil-~g I'~oler~iy / \ ~ ~ l e ~ c : s  

\v;1s in Pornl~ey's d e b ~  I'or his restor;~tion to I)o\tlcr. I-la\;ing con- 

quered f'ontus. iirmenia, the Caucasus, and Syria, Ponlpey could 

request rare beasts fmrn rulers in these lands. I-le probably ob- 
t;~incd his Ooo lioils I'ron~ Al'rica, Al.:~l)i:r, Syria. a1ic1 il~Iesopo~;~niia; 
l .  , 1. . . I . o .  ., . . .  



colllrllorl and 111~1s not C I I L I I I I C ' ~ ; I I ~ ~  h! ~~yc-\\ ' i~ncsses ; I I I ~  Iiistori- 

ans. In any ~ \ ~ c r i t .  this was ~rr~clcninbly t I 1 ( 8  I;~rgest \viltl I ~ c a s ~  11~1111 

yet st;lped in Komc. i20uld tlie magnif'iccnt garncs restore Pom- 

pc\ to his forn1c.r glory? 

I N I.A.1.I: S 1:. I"I.1: ;\l l1 l- l i  allcl early Oclollcr 55 13C. 14oln.e \\.as 
rllol-c, c.ro\\tlccl, r~oisicr-. , I I I C I  smellier tlli~n vier. 'I'llc. c i ~ \  \\,:IS 

I ) ~ I c I \ v ~ I  ~vitli ~)c.ol)le \'\'l10 I l i~c l  come f'ron~ all over 1 1 ; 1 l \  and ~ h c  

pro\ri~ices 1.0 attcncl Pompe!r's I'es~i\~ilics. 'fhcre wcrc man!. entcr- 

tairlriic.nts on  0f'l'c.r. sonltu in 11ic C : I~CLIS  Alaxin~us. ot l~crs  in 

I'orii~)c\~'s r i c - \ \ , I \  I ) t r i l l  tt~c;~tc.r 

Sl~ort l \ ,  ~ I ' I  ( 3 1 .  111s rctur11 1'1.o1i1 L I I C  l:,;isl, I ) o I I I ~ ( ~  I I ; I ( I  I ) C ~ I I I I  to 

I ) ~ ~ i l c l  tllc l'irsl 1)c.r-rnancnl tllc.ater. in liomc.'. 'TIlc. r 1 c L \ 2  rdil'icc.. 

rnildc, of' stone \ \ . t t J l  red grantic columns. \\;IS three ,~rcircled sto- 

lies h ~ g h  on tlic* ourside ;~rld profuscl! ;~clorrictl \ \ . i t 11  s1aruc.s 
~ I I I O L I ~ ~ I ~ L I L .  SOII IC.  S C L I ~ ~ I L I I . ~ ~  represc.~l~c.d rn,irvels of' history 

S L I C I I  ;IS I,u~yc.Ilis, a wornan of' 'Trallcs \ + c l 1 0  ],ore t h i r l \  children. 

ancl :\lcippc. \\,l10 ga\.e birth to an  eleplia~lt. Others \j,cbrc allegor- 

ical clc.l)ictior~s OF t I 1 ( 8  r~atiorls I'ompey I~ad  sut)cluc~tl. 'l'lic. vast ~ I I I -  

cli~oritrm. sonlc 104 \rards ill cli;trl~ctcr. scatccl 11.00~ s1)ectaLol.s. 

'I'h' stage was rhc size of half' of the C:olosseum's arena (built a 

ceniur? latcr 1 .  ;incl the stage I~uilding - ; I  permanent ;~rchi ter-  

tur;~l I)acl:drol] 1'01. p1aj.s - ri.~c:~surecl 10.1 \ra~.ds ivid(0. 

t3tahind th t .  s~;lgc h~lildirlg s t rctcl i~d ;I great portico: t \ \ m  cov- 

' l l l l  11, tIi , l t  tlrne t l l c . , ~ ~ r ~ c . ~ l  produc~~ons In t h r  c ~ t \  tvcr t s  1,resentrcl 111 tcmporan 
\ \ , O O ~ l < , i l  ~ l r l l c l l i l l ~ ~  I~~'lcl1 l > l i l >  tV<IS ll~~cllc~llecl l,, ,l ll'll-llcril'l~ gocl ~ l i l c l  l l l t l 5  lllosl 

s i i~~; i l ) l \~  ol'l'e~ccl i t 1  o r  l iC l  s.~l~c~~l:1ry. A'lurc t o  I I I C .  I ) O I I ~ I .  1 l i c i 1 1 ~ 9 1  \V:IS ;I v c ~ ~ i i c *  

I o r  pop111ar gatherlrlps, and thus \ $ ; I <  pcltcntiall! ;I L I I I . C ~ ~  10 I ~ C  r u l ~ i ~ p  cl~te,  so .I 

pernl.irient theatrr h ~ d ,  for many ycars, been cffccri\el\- biockc.tl In. consen,;t- 
t ~ v e  seiidtors. Pc)nli)c~\ clrcurnvented thc senatorial r~ppos~t~on in p,lrl thanks t o  
his ~ L , I I I I I ~ .  JS rhr cor~clucror OS Etlrope, Africti. i ~ ~ l t l  : ls~u,  and in I,,~rl I ) \  ,I clrvcr. 
~ I I  01 6 ~ ~ c h i ~ r c t ~ ~ r ( ~  l l ( ,  c-r~~ctccl 'I 1 ( ~ 1 1 i l > I ~ ~  of \ ~ ~ I I L I S  t 1 1 1 4  \ 'ir~r)rio~~s .- III~.  goclcl(*ss 
t o  I I  l c r l ~  I I I I  - a1 t I i ( ,  S I I I I I I I I I I  of' his 1 1 ~ 9 1  sIructIir(, 
'This \ \ . I \  the theatcr. \r.,l>. ustensil)l\. just a rnor~u~r~cntal stairway tc, tlir ternplc 

(,o~~tl-ollilzg ! N ( I / ~ I I - ~  ill  11113 I ~ ~ ~ I ~ c z I ~  24rerl(~ ;y 

C ~ I O I I I I ~ I C I ( ~ S  ;I ht~nclrc-~l ~ . O ~ I I I I I I I S  1 0 1 1 ~  clisl)l;~yitlg I ' O I I I ~ ) C - \ " S  
c o ~ ~ e c ~ i o ~ i  01' I ~ I ~ I ~ L ~ I I ~ S  I'i1111ous I I I : I S I ( ~ ~ S  (11ro~l~l11 f ' ro~i~ (:r(~ac.c) 

;Illd shimmering gold t;~l>cstries I'rom Pergamon. Bet\vecn the 

co\onnacles was laid O L I I  tionle's first I,ul)lic yarclc~l, planted ~ \ . i t h  

I Irees ancl S I I ~ L I I > S  Ponil)cb\ had iml~ortc~d from Asia A I  inor. As t hc 

Roman nal111.;11 his1ori;lll I ' l i l l \  tlie I',Ielc*~. notes, " 1 1  is ;I rein;~rl;:tbI~' 

frlct thal clcr. slnce the ~ i r l l c .  of Poml)c.\ tlic Crc;11 c \ r n  trees I~a\lc. 

figured ; I I I I O I \ ~  thc C ; I ~ ) I I \  c.s i l l  o ~ ~ r  t r i ~ ~ ~ n ~ ) l ~ , i l  ~ ) r o c  cssions." 

At ihc. 1\11. c11c1 01' 1 1 1 ~ .  j)orlico, I ' O I I I ~ I C !  crcct~ntl a r i iec~i~lg I ~ n l l  
l 

I for the Sena~e .  I t  \\'as 111err  hat C:aesa~-, tllc n1;1r1 \v110 \vould 

cause I'oml~c\.'s do\vnli~ll. \+ould bc. .~ssassin,itrd. On  the Ides of 
l 

I h];lrch. 44 IK',  thy St.n,~r(> r i i t . ~  in I'OIIII)~-\. 's t-dil'~cc>. \!'her1 C:;lcs;lr 

I 1 ~ ~ s  attacl\c.cl ancl r.t:[)cb;~tc.cll\ st:~l)l)crl IJ!, c.o~~sl)irators, " c ~ i ~ l i ~ ~ l -  

l l,!, ellancc4 or I ~ e c a ~ ~ s c  I t ( ,  \2;1s ~ ) L I S I I C * C I  111et-c I > \  11;s n~i r rc lc~~c~~~s . ' '  

\\.riles Plutarch. "hc. 1.11 cloi1.n i~gi~irlst tllc petlest,tl U I ~  \+'hi(.li the 

SLatue oi' I'olnpe! stoocl, and thc ~)c*tlest;~l \\.as tlrvrlchcd in Iiis 

blood. so that onc migli~ Ilavc. t h o ~ ~ ~ l l t  that 1'01i1pry liimsell' tvas 

o\,er this act 01' \(cngeancc ;~g i~ i r~s t  his ellcln!,. 1;1\, at 

111s feet. clu~\,c~ring From so man! \\o~rncls." 13ut rlirs \.engeancc. \+.,IS. 

i l l  55 H(: ,  still ~111carnc.tl. 1;or 11o\1 I'o1111)ec \\#as co~ltctit to ;rsscrl 
I his suprc>r~~;ic.y o\/er C:;~css;~r I,\ I ) c ; I ~ ~ c ~ ~ ' I I ~ ,  il 'oslcr~t;~lious. I I I C ' ; I I I S .  

7'he inauguration ol' I)ornpe!,'s theater \vas supl>oscd to bc. the 

main cvcnt. I Icre, benc~,i~li the ten1l)lt. of' Iknus.  I'onipe\ put on 

~~r~ l l l l~ t l l c  i l l l ~ I  C~11)t';l~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ' 0 ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ ~ ' ~  ~ : l l ' c ~ ' ~ l ~ ~ ~ '  ~C'1t '~te 'd L I I ~ C ~  S L L I ~ ( ' L ~  1 0  

rc*call Iiis ~~ l i l i~ ;~ r? t  SUCCCSSC'S. C:icero. c.onsoling l~ is  l'ricnd R,larcus 

AI;tr-i~rs. \\,l10 I I ~  1)cc11 too 111 to ; I I I ~ I I ~ ~ ,  c<~ttiI\  ~.cn~iirI,etl 111;tt i t  

had been painful to sit tl~rough so rrl~in! l'arccs and 10 endurt- the 

 tors \ I , I I ( I  ~ ~ ( * ~ ~ ~ l - r ~ v t l  1 0  I l ~ c ,  st~igc 0 1 1 1  01' I . Y S I I ~ ~ I  1'01. I ) O I T I ~ C > ~ , ,  I I ; I \  - 

ir~g lcl't i r  out 01' resl~c~ct 1'01. t l~cri~scl\ ,cs.  The. s l l c ~ ~ ~ .  s l ~ t * c ~ ; ~ c l c  01' 
such rnag~~il'icence hacl t;rl,en all the I ' L I I I  out of the' thing. fol- \\.hat 

possible plc;~sure coulcl one derive I'rom the sight of six hunclred 

n ~ ~ ~ l e s  o ~ l s ~ : ~ g c ~  in tlw ( : / ~ ~ / ( I c ~ H I I I ~ s / ~ ( I .  or tI11.e~ ~ l ~ o u s a n d  1.asc.s in 

~hc.  7ir!jlc11 l I o r s ~ , ,  or ; i l l  1 1 1 ~ .  \~ ; t r i~ t ic~s  of' ill-111s i 1 1 i ~ 1  ;1r11ior \ \ lor~l l)!! 
\\,hole rcgirncb~~ts of' loot sold~crs ancl Ilorsemcn \\,l10 apl~earc.cl in 



csvcry I,;~ttlc \crllc.? liar thosc' L V I I O  \ttc.rv I)ot1~1 \ v i ~ l ~  ~ h c  ~ I ; I ~ S ,  
Pornpcy prcf)arccl a ~ l o ~ h e r  entertainment -his splendid animal 

combats. In facl, ol' all the events, the galrles provecl the most 

popular spectacle. 

' ~ I I  ri C I ~ l c ~ l s  Ad A X I  nl u s ,  tllc clongl~tccl \,alley Ijetcilccn thc 

I':~latinc, :111cl A\,c.rrti~~c, \\,:IS 1 I 1 c s  olclc.s~ g:1111cs V ~ ~ I I L I ~ ~  i l l  I:olllc. 

I-lere 15o.ooo ~>col~ le  R : I L I I ~ I . C ~  I'or C:ICII 01' I'OIIIIIC!~'S ilrlinl:ll S ~ C I \ Z ~ S ,  

and as there \\!ere 1\\1o shows a day I'or five days, the cro\vds 

Ilardly subsided. \c-~~clors. ~rstrologcrs, l'ort~~~~c--tellers, ~ , rost i tu~es,  

; I I ~  I ~ i c I c l ~ o c I < ~ ~ ~  clid :I 111;1r\:eIoi1~ I)~~siliess 1.111cIvr 111~' C ~ ~ C L I S ' S  ex- 

terior arc:~tlc.s. Illsiclc, ~ l l c  000-yard-long, 87-yarcl-tviclc. r-ace~l.ack 

seemecl to puls:~l(a ~villi ~ h r  encrgy ol' three 1.ier.s ol 'sprcta~ors,  ~ h c  

nobler ones occupying the cushioncd s to~lc  seats closer to the 

arena, the olhers t;~l;ing ivooden sears higher I I ~ .  

Purr11)r): llar~dsorr~c i r ~  his crr~broi Jcred purple Lupa arld guld 

la~rrel crown, gazecl at the asseml)led masses from the I)c.)s a1  he 
norlli\\lest end ol' the Circus, alwvc ~11c  t\vclvc starting gates 

cIosc~C1 01.1' I)Y O ~ I I ; I I I I C I I L ; I ~  grill\vorl<. I-lis I ~ ~ - i d c  and va~lity cvcrc 

ricl~l! re\v;~rdecl I)y llie siglil. 01' t l io~~santls of tlclighted I{oln;lns 

flocldng to partake of his rnagnanirnit!.. I-le must have been very 

pleascd will1 himsclf I'or llaving ~xcparc:cI I;jr then1 thc most 

amazing gamcs IZolnc hacl cvcr sccil. 

The arcr-13, sc3t ilp \vilh an al-~ificial I:indscape of n io~~nta ins .  

lbrcsts, shr~rl)s, :111cl I ' l o \ ~ . i ~ l ~  S I ~ C L I I I I S ,  \\ ';IS rcacly to rc*cci\/e its actors. 

Behind thc scenes the lh~~nters  ;ind heast Fighters checked their 

c c j ~ ~ i l ) ~ ~ ~ c ~ l t  for 111~: I ~ I S I  ~itnc,. ' l ' h c ~  ~ v i l c i  : I I ~ ~ I I ) ; I ~ S  r()i.lrt!~I i l l  their c;~gc!s. 

'The animals to I)e ~lscil for "l);~ddi~~g"- LIIC '  sliee11 allcl cows 

whom thc wild cats \vould hunt between battles tvith h1111lans - 
stood in fearful clumps. scnsing predators it1 the air. Around the 

arena, the noise of ~housantls ol' e:lger \ricczters grew cleafening. It 
. . ...,.,.,....... 4 I . ,  ..,- ,...- :-... +l.. I .,....... . . -  . l  I I l' 

b'o~. I'o~lr cl:lys rnajt*slic lio~ls :~rltl Ic.ol)al-ds ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o a r c t l  i l l  conicsts 

\Yiijl less csotic animals a ~ l d  \\rith hcast fighters. Sniolied o ~ ~ t  01' 
their cages and drivcn t\!ith bundles of hurning stra\z, slot-18 thc 

vaLIJtctl 11ass;~ges illto tile arena, thc \viId cats fought fiercely. A 
,lunlllcr of men had to l)e carried ['I-on1 the arcrla on stretchers, 

bleeding prol'~rsel! born g~tslies inflicl ed hy claws and fangs. Hut 

ll1e animals sul'lerecl ~ l ~ c  rllost casualties. Tral~sf'ised \vitIi spears, 

Iiolls : I I I C ~  ~(!oI .~i~rc~s r o ~ ~ v c ~  O I I  111cir I):Ic~<s i l l  ; I ~ I I I ~ ~ ,  ~ r i c s c l  1 0  cL.sLr:~c1 

w e ; l p o ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ I ;  i l l  dicir t I ~ ~ . o l ) l ) i ~ ~ ~  l'lcsll ~ z r i t h  tllcir tretll, I~o\\.letl in 

ancl died torturous deaths. ' Ihe  I)al)oons, l!;ns. and rhi- 

noccl-oscs :~lso I)rovided grcal e t -~~cr t ;~ innic .~~t  wit11 their i'igl-l1ing 

i l J j i l i t i c * ~  : I I I C ~  1.101)1c* ~ C I I I ~ S C ' .  

AIKI iIic.11 C:IIIIO L ~ I C  ~ I . : I I I C ~  l'i~l:~lc). \~\/ilcl c l c . l ~ l ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ s  \ V O L I ~ C ~  I I I ~ I I C ~ )  

their 11-i;~ssivc slrcngth ag:linst 1i1:he ;~rlcl  swil't ( : L I ~ ~ L I ~ ~ ; I I I  hunters, 
\&OITI Pompe). had irnportcd i!rarn Africa along with  he I,e;isl.s. 

?b the sour~ds of the chanting cro\vd : ~ n d  the I'anfarc of organ, 

trumpets, and horns, some Lwenl): c lepf~ar~ls  r ~ ~ t e l - e d  ~ 1 1 e  artiilil, 

rlioving pondcrousl!l to thc. cenlel-. Assa~~l ted  1)). thc noise and 

smell of tliouswntls of I I L I I Y I ~ I ~ S ,  the c lc~~l lan ls  Ilappecl I heir e:irs. 

raisccl ~11c.ir I ~ I I I I ~ S  in tht. air. r~rmhlccl, :111rl \v;~rily \va~cI~ccl 111c 

1i1er1 wit11 j;ivcli~~s 0 1 1  dlc f:~r side c)\' ilic* rilip,. /\I last l'o1111>cy g w c  

a sign. imd the contest began. 

E;~rly 011 i l l  tlic pr{)gr:lln o11c I I L I I I I ~ ~  I I I : I I I ; I ~ ~ C ~  kill :l11 cly- 

phanl \ v i ~ h  a sit~glc. blo\v, l-lis ja\,elin picrccrl thc animal just un- 

clcr r lir (.yeA, insl:lntl>, reaching thc brain. Thr crowcl roarecl with 

deligllt. 'l'he I I ~ L I S ~ C  so;~rerI. 'l'I1c11 :111olIirr c l v p l ~ a ~ ~ t  1,111 on :I nr;lg- 

nilicent prrl;)rniance. Its fcct wounded, i t  c~-;~~\flecl on its linees 

: I ~ : I ~ I I S I  i ~ s  ( ~ ~ ~ r ~ i i i c - s ,  S I I : I L ~ I I ~ I I ~  I I I J  111c.ir sliields ~ 1 1 1 c l  1f1ssi11g tlic~ri 

high in ~ h r  ;~ir.  'l'lle spcctaiors, I'lin!. reports, \\lcrc ~lirilled h!. the 

cur\:ing flight of the l'alling shields, as if they \\]ere thrown by a 

sltilled jugg1t.r and not an infuriated ~ r i l d  anirnal. 

BLIL then things l1eg:111 1.0 go \ Y I - O I I ~ .  A ~ I . C ) L I ~  ~) t 'e lepl ian~s,  find- 
, , . - 



The closely pilclied spectators, terrified, ran t'or 11ichir lii-es, tum- 

bling o\.cr and trampling one another. The lofty occupants of the 

front scaats lost all dignit), ;is I hey scraml)led I'or the exits. 

/ \ I I ~ I  I I I ~ S I I  tl.~e doomc.(l II~!:ISIS, I ) ~ l r s ~ ~ e d  ; I (  sl)c;lr 11oin1 i111d SC'C>- 

ing that 111c.l-c was rlo cscapc8, clid s o r n e ~ h i n ~  I ~ ; J I  ~ i o  orie had an- 
~ici~xrted.  They turned tl-ie s ! ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ a t l ~ y  of the usually I)loodthirsty 

s1)cct:llors to\\pard thc~nisclvcs. I )io C:assius recc~unts: 

Cor~lr.:rr!~ to I'onipcy's \visl~, Itlrc clepIiar~tsl ivcLr-c. ~~ i t i cd  h![ the 

pc~oi)lc \ \ ; l ~ c . r ~ ,  after I)cilrg \ \~o~~nclr t l  ar~cl c e : ~ s i ~ ~ p  to l'igh~. thry 

\v;~llcc.cI i1l)o111 \ I ~ I I I  ~Iicir II .I .IIII<~ ~.;~ised ~o\\t:rl.cl I I C I I V ~ ~ I ~ .  I i~~nent- 

ing so 11i11crly as 10 gi\v risc 10 rhc report th:rt I I I L , ! ~  ditl so 1101 

I)!, Incsrc ch;rnce, but \vercB crying OLII against 111c' o;~tlis i l l  \vhich 

they h;td trus~ed \\rhcn tl~c.!, crossed over from r\fric;~. ancl were 

o :~ l l i n~  u11or1 Heaven to :l\rc*rlgc them. For i t  is said that they 

\\loirld no1 seL foot ul~cln I I I ( -  ships I,eiorc* t t ~ . y  recci\/rd II pledge 
~~n(lc~i.  o : r t I l  from their clr-ivcrs t l ~ a t  the! slioulcl sitI:l'cr- rlo harm. 

'I ' lic* I<orn:~ns I)elic\rccl t h a ~  th(.  elephants co~rld ~rndel-stand hu- 

n u n  I~rngu:~gc I'liny, \vho I) i~r t ic~~lar l!~ admired ~ h e s c  noble I~easts 

(along \\.ith dolphins, nightingales. ;lnd I~ecs),  t h o ~ ~ ~ h t   hem "thc 

ne;lrc.sl 1 0  Illan in intellipc:nce: [[lie e lcphan~]  ~~nclcrstands the 

1;111~11:rgt~ of' i ~ s  C ~ L I I I I I . ! ~  : I I I ~ I  oI~o)~s  or t l~rs .  I - O I I I ~ > I I I I ) ~ T ~  cItr~ic:s 11x11 

it has I)c.cl~ taught, is r ) Ic!~s~d I)!' aH'ection i ~ n d  I > \  n~arks of honor, 

n;ly rilorc i t  ~)ossesscs vir~ ucbs r:lro even i r ~  tn:ln. hont.sty \visdom, 

iuslicc, also respect I'or t l ~ e *  stars and rc\.ercnccu I'or the sun and 

moon." t Ic. tells a lovcl!- srory of one litcrate e l e l > h ; ~ n ~  cvho co~rld 

tr;1cca i l l  C;~.t~cl, I C * I I C S I . S  i r ~  I I I C *  szrt~cl, " l ,  t h e ,  ~ I C * ~ > I ~ : I I I I ,  \IfroLc- this," 
i111cl ; I I  1111 11c.r ; I I ) O L I ~  :I slo\v Ic*:~rt~cr \ V I I O  n.as so e~1111>;1rr~rssed his 

I'ailur(5 to master- his Icssoris, and tired oS I)cing I~eatcn for ii. ~ h a t  

hc \ \ O L I ~ C ~  practice alone in thc night. 

:\ccording to I'liny. "l'oml)e)~'s elephants, when the!. had lost 
.. . ,. , 1 I 

i oftvailing, so I ~ I L I C ~  to the distress o f~hc .  puhlic that thry I'orgot the 

gnenl ;lnd his munificence ci~resully devised for their l~onur, 

: and I~ursting into tears rose in a I)ocly and invokccl curses on ~ h c  

head ol' I ' O I I I ~ I C ! ~  {'or \vhicIi I I C  so011 ;~Ster\\!ards p;licl 111t, I)c~nalt):" 

The audiericc begged P o n ~ j ~ ~ y  I 0 spare the anilnals n'lio I-lad - 
supplica~cd Sor his clernenc)? Sul~l~lication was. after all, a legiti- 

"late par1 of ;I fight. Gladiators \vho fclught well could asl, lor a 

s z i s s i ~ ,  a n  1lorloral)lc dismissill fronr t l ~ r -  :lrena. MIII)! not ~ h r  clc- 

$ants, whtr ;ily>cared ~o Le 1);lrtIy human alrcatly? 'r11cy had 

fought I,l-a\/cly ;lr~c! ~Iiillf~tll!~ allcl i t  czxs the courage, r;~ther than 

the ol'a f'ightel- t h a ~  LVOII Iiim :I reprie\~e. 

13u1 I'ornl~c*!r seems not I O  h:l\rc. i~liclcrstood I,opular scritin~cnt, 

or he simply chose to ignore i t .  I Ic apparentl!, dc.cidccl that he 

could sho~v his po\\.er and t\.cal~li l ~ e t ~ e l -  it' he reatlily clisI)osed of 

the exotic creatures he had ol~tailicd and brought to Rome at 

enormous expense. Acting as 111c u.arric11- he was, ral.Iicr than as 

thc savvy ~x)Ii~icirln he aspirecl to I)c, I'omppy ordered the ele- 

phants hunrccl do\vn and slaugh~cred. 'The cost of' his decision 

proved greater than he had calc~rlatcd. The games went clo\vn in 

histot)' ;is :I flop. 

1'o~)r 121,~'s I~O*I .C:  1 1  I; 1 1  [ ; , \AI  V.S <l ie1  1 1 0 1  i t 1  III~.IIIS(~IVCS s l~ i~ I l  lhc, 

end of his career. In the years that I'ullowcd, I<omc I)lungt.d i n ~ o  

incre;~sing cllilos. \fVhen, in latc I:chrt~;~ry 51 RC. IICI consuls were 

elected bec;luse of prevailing disortler and C O ~ ~ L I I J I ~ ~ I I ,  Pompe!. 

U was n1;ide sole consul, another t)cntling of the rules f ; ~ r  him. But 

the dc:~th 01' his \.\life, Julia, C:;~c.s:lr's cln~~phtc~~.,  i l l  cliilclhirlh, 

weal,erlccl I I I L *  I,olid I)ct\vecn 1l r c0  I'ornler collcagucs. Arid <:rassus's 

death in ha t~ lc ,  in Syria in 53 IJC. I'ut-ther upset the fr;rgile I~al- 

ance of po\ver. !is the poet L.uci~n comments, Caesar could allocv 

no rrlan to be his superior, arltl I'ompcy no man his equal. The  


