The Garamba National Park in the
Democralic Republicat Congo was placed
on the World Heritage List In 1980,
primarily for its important populations of
great-mammals, in particular since it was
the last stranghold of the Northern white
rhing and the Cange giraife. In 1984 the
Park moved anto the List of World Heritage
In Danaer, lollewing a rapid declineg of
the rhino population toapproximately 15
Individuals, This triggered a joint
international rescus action by a number
af International agencias, and the rhino
populations slowly started to recover,

By 1894, the population had grown ta
approximately 20 ingividuals and the
World Heritage Committee decided to take
It off the Danger List, only to reinstate it
1n 1996 as a result of the impacts of the
Sudanese Civil war and engoing conflicts
within the DRC,

The rhino population remalined more

or less stable until July 2003, since
when poaching pressures from Sudan
increased significantly, leading to a
renewed decline of the rhino population.
Al a stakeholder meeting In July 2004,
new partners joined the effort to
conserve the Park and an emergency
action plan was astablished, focusing on
reinforcing law-enfercement activities.

Hawever, by December it had not been
possible to hall the decling, and a proposal
was made to the DRC Government to
translocate a small group of [lve rhinos
toa safe temporary homes, possibly in
Kenvya, in order to prevent extinction of
the subspecies. Although the Government
al first agreed to this proposal, it finally
declingd the proposal fellowing widesprea
protest by lll-informed politicians. This,
together with increasing insecurity and
serious management problems In the Park,
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led to a suspension af all canservation
support for Garamba,

Save the Rhino has supparted Garamba for
many years, although at a much smaller
level financially than the International
Rhino Foundation, the US-based charity
with which we often partnen As aresult
of the collapse of the rescue plan, the IRF
decided to discontinue IS Invelvement in
Garamba. A statement by the |RF's
President, Joehn Lukas, issued in Mairch
2005, when betwesn 5-10 Northern white
rhinos were thought to survive, Inciuded
the follawing explanation:

This positlon has deveioped with great
agony and regret but is based on a number
of realities,

One reality Is that IRF has exhausted all of
its financial resources trying to help save
the rhinos and the Park. Moreover, the
unfortunate state ot affalrs Is preventing
IRF from recruiting further funds

from its donors.

Another reality is that IRF no longer has
human resources to contribute to the
pragram. Fraser Smith, one of IRF's Chief
technical Advisers has resigned. Kes
Hillman: Smith remains caommitted to the
Park as she has herolcally been, along
with Fraser, for the last 22 years, but her
ability to operate in the Park in the
future Is problematic.

A third reality, perhaps the most relevant
of all, Is that the documented and credible
evidence available to IRF Indicates there
are, or soon will be, insufficient rhino
surviving In Garamba to represent a
viable nucleus to permit recovery of this
population, even if the political and
operational conditions improve. The

paramount goal of the IRF is to conserve
rhinos and their ecosystems. However,
when rhinos no longer occupy an
acosystem with no realistic prospect of
a rapid or even ultimate reestablishment,
the |RF cannot justify continued
commitment of its limited resources to
such a pregram. There are far too many
programs where critically endangered
thinps still exist precariously in thelr
ecosystems and require IRF resources
if they are to survive.

For the same reasons, and as Save the
Rhino International had always fundecd
Garamba through the IRF, it no longer
made sense faor us to continue to award
grants to the projecis, With great sadness,
we oo have withdrawn.

We can only hope that, somehow, a lew
Narthern white rhinos will survive and
that the population may recover against
all'the odds,

Stop press:

An August 2005 survey did observe four

rhines, but the estimate is still that fewer
than 10 survive. It also indicated that, right
now, there is virtually no protection in
place in the Park.



