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XY FIRST AND ONLY RHINOCEROS HUNT.

I‘r was my fale some vears aga o be o
eated in that most dismal of all stations,
the sabdivision of North Lukhinspere in
Aszsant. A conxiderable part of the subdivie
sion gonsists of 1 great networl of streans,
T dare say the vuweh ot eivilization has by
this time opened up and elenved ugoad por-
tGon of the huul, butat the Gme Dwrite of the
greater parg of the sulslivision was dense
jungle interseeted by the sl sleeams,

e the begimning of e enins, when the
monsoon st roke and the Beabuskipootra
cune L in full Howd, these streatns, ful]
lo overtowing an their own accouni, were
danimed bael: by the valunie of water o the
wiin river, with the vesnly that miles and
il of fund were ooded.

It was on one suach oceasion thal my
potice inspeetur eime anld lobl e that sobu
ol the peoplis wanted 1o et up o odeer hant,
and asked i 1 would secompmny them, 1
suggestd that  the Hoowded  state o the
country  wothl  puther  intesfere with
shooting expedition, and e then expliined
to me thirt the lunt was eaavied on in boats
that the deer being deiven out of the heavy
jungle by the water were to be foand in the
open  grass-landls  where e water was
shallow. aml where when stivied they eould
be pursaed by the boats. I thongint it wonld
he a new espericnee, 5o 1 agreal Lo go, and
sent wenl to M., o tea-plander, my only
neighbour, toask hint it he wonld like to jain,

M. turned up nest morning, and  aftey
braakfast we starteel. 1L was acomierlotuen.
out for a huntiuyg party, consisting of soine
twenty or Lwenty-five canoes, common dug.
out:, cach with thiee gursmen, and most of
than had an extra hand or two o assist
with the deer.

M. and Leaeh had a separate canov,"and my
friend the police inspeetor was in another,
1 also had in my bont my fnithful henchman
Dukhi, to loml my guns, for it was before the
days of breechlonders, My battery consisted
of  12-have sieeothi-bore, which was a eapita)
ball gun, aad which §ihoaght would do well
fur the deee at modevate vange, with a single-
bore vitte mand a Jarge heavy doable ritle, which
L fortunately ws iv lurned oul, took, in cise
we e aeross anything lavger than deer,

Though 1 Ll travelled o good deal abont
the salativigion before, 1 never (1 that day
thoroughly  reabized  wiat an extremely
watery domain v waso We went for sonie
threr hours withous seebng mueht in the
shape of vy Lunly sometines our course
was evidently dewn o st thongh theve
were no baiks visible, sonntimes right over
vieefiglds, and  sometimes through tree-
jungle,  There was go npead o folfow the
bendinugs of any streams, for we went steaight
across counivy.

A hast we oaseived at an extensive uvass
plain where the watsr was guite shallow, anil
where it wis supposed that the deer had
taken refuge,  The iine of bowts opened nad,
ad it was not Jome before o deer was atloar,
My attention wis, however, distracted from
the deer by 2 lowl splasiiing shead of
me, wnd on loeking for the cause T saw o
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mugnificent lidtoeerns  crossing aboul 150
vundz ol Tieexehunge the stooth-bore fur
the heavy ritle was the worls of a0 mowent,
sant b owas delighited 1o hewr the buller take
vifeet, The brute tossed his hewl and
swerved ol in the diveetion of M5 boat,
where 1t was ey warmly reeeived, and
it then passed hetween vy wnd plunesed fute
the beavy wood jungle that skirted the grass
phain,

Iwas afvaid we had lost our chanew, for
the natives lave o hwreor of the rhinocerus,
awd are moreafiaid of it than of a tiger even,
ol 1 thought it was donbaful i the boatimen
wonld ventureadter the beote. ! found Low.
evier that two of my men were pine, i alio
the fuitlful Dakhisand amongst them they
sepewend up the courigse of the thivd boatan,
and away we dashed into the jungle, leaving
pwoor M, objurgating his boutiwen, who ull
sternly refused 1o Tollow,

We pmizhied v afier Master Thino, gnided
Ly iz spla=hing, and whenever the jungle
clved o bit swnd T eablzet o glimpse of the
animal, [ let dreive o bz ballet at hine,
Hustend of going diveetly inrvear the boat was
kept a litkde to the rixht, and one of my
smap-shols lodied © belet somewhere about
the hanees, for he begion te wheeze and snort,
and b last came o dead stop. 1 had a
clear view of him, apparvently sjuatting on
Lis hind Jegs, and Lwuited for some time in
hopes that he woubl move and give me a
betier shol, but ot lust, as he dild not seem
iuclined to move, Iley drive my right burrel
ut hin

There was uno doubl about lis woving
then, and lie was not long in covering the
live-md-twenty yards or so that sepiated
us. He cane along open-mouthed, und I
emptied the it baerel vight inte his moutls.
I was standing at the prow of the canoc
behind a tree, and T eould feel the canou jar
us the brute cune against the tree s he
dvopped to the shot. 1 lnoked baek fur the
other ritte, and {ond mysel the sole
ovceupunt ol the canoe, my lour valiunt
followers  hiaving  cach chimhed  the tree
nerest to ldine 1 oerept ajong the eanoa to
wey the ritde, which was Iving aft, and just as
1 eot fiohl of it [ looked back and saw agrens
pair of Juws eaich thu side of the cance il
tear a Jarge piece o, (M course the canne
was upsget, and all s contents, mysel{
included, honped into the water, which came
up tamy breast.

The thoughy of the woundal monster zo
vlose Lo me wis eolivenign, and T lost no
time in first slipping belind and then elhnb-
ing the wnearest tree, wiich, by the way,
proved to be a very thorny one ! L ueed not
have been in such a hurry, for the destruction
of the canoe was a fast effort, and the rhino-
coves sank down. unable 1o po any turthier.

By this time M. had overcome the feavs of
Lis men, and [ corld hear him shouting to
me, At last he found his way to the spot,
ad pat a tinishiog <hot into the poor hens:.
T presented amost didapidated picture as I
entergnl freme the jungle, deipping wet, and
my clothes torn o picees by the cane ereepers
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with which the jungle abounded, [ was
minns one of my guns oo, which we conlil
nob discover in the dvep water, :nd 1 had
to Jeave it U1 the wiers abated,

On cering Linguived (e oy fricmd the
police-inspector, and foand that he was safoly
ensconceld at the top of a il tree.  The
rest of the baats, however, had nuule ool
use af their tine aud had rowel down soque
funrteen or fifteen sdevr. Another deer wis
startedd just i front of Wy canoe, but wy
suns were all uzeless afom the duckiing ey
had had, so M.opot it 1 was sorey | eonld
not tnke measuremontz of the vhinoeeros, for
it was an exceptionally laege one, but, Iving
as the budy was in doep wiier, U coudd nol
mamge it Dhiast tie Tosul cut off and broueht
to the station, and kept the Born s whilst M.
toak the tusks, wlich were ns sharp as maors
ulmast,

I found fhat my last ~hot into the mouth
Bad tuken effeet in the upper jaw, nmd 1 was
astenishal that he should have ased his teeth
in his Inst attack on the eanoe instead of his
hon, which, T conelude, eannot e generally
used s o weapont of affenee.  The horn
meastires wen inches in hoighy and ibirteen
inches round the curve from front buse to
tip.

Lt raised feelings of envy in the hreasts of
the stalf of the Mahavujah of Cosch Lehar
when the latler was in Fugland for the
Jubilee.  Amougst the dozens of rhisoceroses
they had shot they had never gut one that
came anywhere near mine for size. 1 often
ook at the Lorn and think with grutivade ot
the Providence which las shickled me in
muny dangers, of which the one whase story
1 have now relafed was ot by any wean:
the least, though at the time pevhuaps |
searcely vealisul it






