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Marwell Zimbabwe Trust

irnbabwe. For most people outside that country the very
mention of the word conjures up images of chaos and
repression. Yet it is not all doum and gloom, for there still
rerain areas ol calm where dedicaled people continue to opeate
effectively Onc such example exists al Darmban. near Bulawayo,
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Cheetah Acinonyx_jubatus

12| Lifelines po. §¢ Zooy

where the Marwell Zimbabwe hust, 1egistered in /imbabwe as a
nol for profit NGO, s dedicated to conserving the wildlife of
Zimbabwe and its habitals. Ths sinall but very effective organisation
has been in existence for 10 years and we are now seeking
additional paitners to enable us to further our important
conservabon work. The Trust s playing an increasingly important
role in conserving Zimbabvse's wildlife and has a Memorandum of
Understanding vith the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management
Authority (PWMA) and pursues its main activities through
conservation projects on antelope. cheetah and rhino and
education. It is also a BIAZA and WAZA “approved” project

The HQ) of the Trust (Dambari) is situated 25km south of Bulawayo
and has accommodation for students and visitors. The Trust is
managed by Verity Bowman. a /irmbabwe resident. and supported
by a staff of 20 vath two full-time researchers warking on smill
antelope and cheetah In addition the Trust's educarion prograrnme

White rhino Ceratotherium simum

prevides placements for /imbabwean students’ work experience in
research and methodology.

A collection of small anlelope s held on site. 1epresented by cight
speces: blue duiker, red duiker. grey duiker, yellow-back duiker.
Maxwells duiker, suni. grysbok and steenbok. This collection is used
for ex situ study of behaviour, life history and nutrition by visiting
researchers as well as a restdent researcher who is also carrying out
a Phi> study on the ecology of three species of antelope in the
nearby Matopos National Park.

The second reseaich project. on cheetah, has two objectives:
firstly to determine the population size and distribution of the
cheetah (this constitules 2 FhD study), and secondly to reduce
humzn/cheetah conflict through education and providing advice o
farmers on non-lethal predator control.

Ihe rhino project is a companent of the Zirmbabwe national rhinn
conservation plan for both black and white rhino, and together with
PWMA and like-minded NGOs, the Trust contributes toward the
execution ol a national rhino management plan. The Trust also



Grey duiker Sylvicapra grimmia

provides logistical support for thinn operations such as indwidual
marking. Uanslocations. and errergency snare rerroval and raning
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Neodless 1o say. this all cosis money and the Tust i fueded
ertiaiy by external funders. The two exsting partners Marwell Zoo
andd Paignton Zoo have provided the core cosls with additional
funding from grants ieceiver! fom the UK and USA for rescaich
projects and some of the rhino werk

I hope that. frormn this brief tesume o the Trusts activinies. yos will
appreciate that il s fulfilling an excrernely valuable role in helping to
consrve important poputatiens of endangerad scecics in their
natural habitat, Theoughout Afiica. the increasing dermiand for Jand
by an expanding human popalaion e spite of war famine and
discase) 15 resulting in decreasing space for wildlife In urder for
these wild populations to survive there 5 an mcreassjly trqgent

necd for thes planned managemcnt and zoos have A mors!
tespensibiy as el as a legal reariament tu coninbute fowend
that manayerient. Marwell Zimbabwe frost ofars you a vy Lo
meet thuse oblrmtions not only i the form of support for trus
valable consenvation work sut alse 2n oppariunty to make a
contributinn Jdi=ctly as 2 partngs i the orgarizzien 2nd planaing
of ths weark: Rathier than ceing 2 passive seppoiter, here s the
chance I become tuly involved in sustaining in sicu consenvation of
somie of the wotlits most mnportant mega fauna.

Il you are nterested in becorming such a partner you can find eore
informatior ans the hust thie tnks o buth Pagnion «nd
Mawell  /oos” web  sites  or  please  centact e ot
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Zoos in the 21st Century: Catalysts for Conservation?

Edited by A. Zimmermann. M. Hatchwell, L. Dickie and C West
Conservation Biology Series. Cambridge University Press/Zoological Society of London

he launch of the buok “Zoos in the 21st Century: Catalysts
for Conservation?’ ook pce on Moniay 2/ Augast the
first day of the WAZA Annual Conlerence, untoard o boal
cruising along the River Danube o Pudapest
This the final book m the Camibodge University Press Conservation
Rinlagy Series in conjunction with /St is based upon the sympuosium
‘Catalysts for Conservation: a Birection for Zuos w the 27st Century’
which took place at /81 in 2004 The symposiam st cut o be
chatlerging, asking searching quastions of soes as to whethen they
wer e doing enough to achieve thelr conservalion mission I particlal
the officacy of zon breeding proqrammes. education Actuitos and
INput Into in sitt conscrvation weie discussed. It also noted where zoos
were doing well adth our abity to Dueg togaethor rany dsparate
groups o swork collaboratively for conservation hemg o key
achievernent This beok follows oo the therne. cntiginny; awr current
activities and suggesting utie steps o ensure that zoos becorne i
e powear ful united force for consarvation
While the Danube has no doubt been the sibject for iy books, i
likely that few buoks make their Jebut upen its geans wales
Hopefuby this signals an auspicious bith for this pabhicaton

The launch of the book in Budapest with Lesley Dickie,
Matthew Hatchwell. Gordon Reid and Chris West
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